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The Sluggard
:
 Proverbs 6:6-11
)The 10 character traits of the sluggard:
1. He isn’t wise: Proverbs 6:6, 26:16. He thinks he’s wise, but he isn’t. Others can see the issues in his life, but he won’t listen. So lesson for us: don’t think you’ve arrived, stay teachable.
2. He needs constant prodding (unlike the ant): Proverbs 6:6-8. The sluggard’s not going anywhere unless someone keeps pushing him. It’s unlikely that’s you at work, but could you be type A at work and sluggard at home?
3: The sluggard doesn’t plan or prepare: The ant does, Proverbs 6:8 but not the sluggard. He won’t do the necessary planning and preparation needed to reap the harvest: Proverbs 20:4. Maybe you’re not into planning, you like spontaneity, but others are frustrated because they can never get you to commit. And Proverbs says that the wise man both plans and commits – Proverbs 16:3: he makes his plans but he commits them to the Lord.
4. When it comes to work life balance, the sluggard has it wrong: Proverbs 6:9; 26:14. He’s the kind of guy who doesn’t get up let alone grow up. Could there be just a hint of the sluggard about us? Have you ever resented work or your responsibilities at home because they are intruding on your time? 
5. He doesn’t start things: Proverbs 6:10. It’s the snooze-button mentality: just 5 more minutes.  The problem is those ‘littles’ build into ‘bigs’. Proverbs 24:30-34. Little things – the little choices of life - have a cumulated impact. Even if your work life doesn’t, could your family, or relationships, or physical body resemble the sluggard’s field? Are you in danger of dismissing the cumulative power and impact of the little things? 
6. He doesn’t finish things: Proverbs 19:24, 26:15. The Sluggard doesn’t last the distance. He starts projects but never finishes them.
7. He’s irritatingly untrustworthy: Proverbs 10:26. You want them to succeed, but they just don’t rise to it. Such a person is worse that neutral – Proverbs 18:9 it’s destructive.
8. He always has an excuse: Proverbs 22:13. For him, the risks dominate his thinking. It is possible to be type A at work and a sluggard when it comes to Christ’s call to radical discipleship. We stop short of obedience. We think of the risks, of what we stand to lose. Rather than respond in humble, dependent obedience and faith, the Sluggard ducks it. 
9. He may want to change but he does nothing about it. Proverbs 13:4: The sluggard wishes things were different, but he won’t commit himself to a course of action to bring that change about. That unfulfilled desire for things to be different, slowly kill his soul: Proverbs 21:25-26. 
10. One bad choice leads to another: Proverbs 15:19. He won’t address his issues so they get more and more tangled. But a trouble free life is no indication of true success. As you start cutting back the thorns there will be mess on the floor.

The Root and the Fruit
When Jesus told the story of the prodigal son, he told it to religious people in danger of thinking we are made right with God by behaving right and working hard like the older brother. Jesus’ point was that salvation is by God’s grace. Grace – not works- is the root of our justification. But the fruit of that in our lives is a life increasingly like that of Jesus. And there’s no room for the sluggard there.
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