Home Group Discussion Starter Questions

Sunday 19th September

Passage: Luke 1:26-38


Ice breaker
Luke 1:32 says “Jesus will be great.” Jesus was great. He has had greater influence than any other who has walked the planet. Apart from Jesus, who are those that have had the most influence in your life?

Read the Passage: Luke 1:26-38

1. God chose the womb of a young, modest girl from a small town in a remote part of Israel to bring into the world His own son, the Messiah, Jesus Christ. What examples can you think of in your life where God has used the most unlikely of circumstances to accomplish His will?

2. God asks something difficult of Mary here. What is our response as disciples when God asks something difficult of us?

[In all likelihood Mary would face the loss of her reputation, being a social outcast, divorce, or even death for having a child outside of marriage]. 

3. At first the angel’s greeting and news causes Mary to fear. The gospel of Jesus is good news, as v31-33 makes clear. Why is it that some people don’t respond to it as good news?

4. What was different about Mary's "How?" question (1:34) to the angel from Zechariah's "How?" question (1:18)? Do you think it is wrong to question God? His motives, His timing, His ways?

[Mary is not rebuked for questioning here. Her ‘how’ was obviously a ‘how’ of faith – she believed God would do this, and she wanted to know how. (Zechariah’s was a ‘how’ of unbelief. He didn’t believe God could do it). The Psalms are full of ‘why?’ questions, and Jesus cried ‘why?’ from the cross. It’s not wrong to ask these questions, what matters is our heart attitude in asking them.]

5. Read v38. How well do you take it when someone treats you as a servant? Why do you think it is often so hard for us to accept being a servant? How good are we at being submissive to God?

6. Have you had any experiences where God has taught you to be a willing servant?



