Home Group Discussion Questions

Sunday February 6th
Luke 5:27-32


Ice-breaker: What would you do if you didn’t have to work?

Question: Was there anything that particularly spoke to you in the sermon this Sunday? Or that you disagreed with or were confused about?

A. Intro and Summary:
This Sunday we considered Jesus calling Levi the tax collector. The main points Martin made on the sermon were:

1. Jesus seeks out sinners
2. Jesus calls sinners to follow Him
3. Levi was a missionary to his own tribe
4. Don’t be a Pharisee
5. Saving sinners is what Jesus has come to do

Read the passage: Luke 5:27-32

Jesus seeks out sinners
Martin explained how it wasn’t Levi who went looking for Jesus. It was Jesus who went looking for Levi.

Question: What do you think are the implications of John 15:16, in which Jesus tells us, “You did not choose me, but I chose you…” for us as believers? 

(Think about how this verse speaks of security, love, purpose and comfort for the child of God; Other passages to look at: Ephesians 1:3-6; Romans 5:8-10)

Jesus calls sinners to follow Him
We are told in verse 28 “Levi got up, left everything and followed him.” This is not the only time we see this sort of reaction to Jesus. Also, Jesus called individuals to make hard decisions before following him: see Matt 19:16-30; Matt 8:18-22; Matt 16:24-26.

Question: What kind of sacrificial living does Jesus call his followers to? What should that look like in the 21st century? 

Question: What should our attitude towards money be as Christians?
(Consider the following passages: Luke 16:1-9; Romans 12:6-8; Php 4:10-13; Acts 4:33-35; 1 Timothy 6:17-19 

Levi was a missionary to his own tribe
Martin explained how Levi became a missionary to his own tribe (the tax collectors & sinners). 

Question: Why is it that evangelizing our own ‘tribe’ (like our friends, relatives, neighbors and colleagues) can be so difficult to do? Why might it also be effective?

Question: How did Jesus evangelize the lost? And what example did he set for us in this?

Don’t be a Pharisee
Martin made the point that as we mature as Christians we may start to think perhaps now our life isn’t so messed up, God has been good to us, things are great and we’re not stuck in sin etc… 

Question: What are the dangers of this attitude and how can it lead to grumbling and complaining as it did with these Pharisees?


Saving sinners is what Jesus has come to do
 
Question: Considering how Jesus mixed with sinners, called them to himself, whilst at the same time calling them to repentance, do you think it’s correct to say, as Martin quoted Matt Chandler as saying, ‘it’s ok not to be ok, but it’s not ok to stay there’? What do you think is meant by this? 

Question: How can change – for the better – come about in our lives? 
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