Home Group Discussion Questions

Sunday February 13th
Luke 5:33-39


Ice-breaker: On the subject of fasting: what is the weirdest thing you’ve ever eaten?

Question: Was there anything that particularly spoke to you in the sermon this Sunday? Or that you disagreed with or were confused about?

A. Intro and Summary:
[bookmark: _GoBack]This Sunday we considered Jesus as the bridegroom of the church and also his discussion with the Pharisees about how he has come not to improve on the traditions of man but to do an entirely new thing altogether. The 3 main points Martin made on the sermon were:

1. Why are they so hot under the collar?
2. Jesus: I’m the bridegroom
3. You don’t cut up your new Levis

Why are they so hot under the collar? 
Jesus begins by discussing with the Pharisees why his disciples are not fasting. We know that Jesus did fast but he doesn’t use this opportunity to defend himself in any way.
Question: Does scripture suggest, require or demand Christians fast? What is the purpose of fasting today?

See also Matt 6:16-18 (note here that Jesus says, ‘when you fast…’ – there is an assumption that we will be doing this; in Luke 5:35 Jesus says there will be a time when his disciples fast; Acts 13:1-3, 14:23)

Question: Fasting needn’t just mean abstaining from food. What are some other ways in which we can fast?


Jesus: I’m the bridegroom
Please read these verses which refer to God as a bridegroom: Isaiah 54:5-8; Isaiah 62:5; Hosea 2:14-23; 2 Cor 11:2

Question: What is there in this analogy (Christ as the Church’s bridegroom) that can help us understand something of God’s heart towards those he wants to save.

Question: Reflecting upon your own experiences how might the analogy of Christ as the bridegroom affect your view of him?

Martin made the point that you don’t need to be a marriage counselor to know that no marriage thrives when one or both partners are sleeping around.  We know that God calls his people to an exclusive covenant of love, which honours and worships Him as the only God. 

Question: How can we be unfaithful in our relationship with God?

The analogy between God as the bridegroom, and human marriage, also works the other way around as well.

	Question: what can we see in Christ’s love for his bride – the church, and her response to Christ, that would help us in our marriages?

	(On this see Ephesians 5:22-32, where Paul makes exactly this analogy) 


You don’t cut up your new Levis
Martin explained that Jesus didn’t come to fix the holes in Pharisaism, or bring some new life to the temple worship, or make animal sacrifices a bit more interesting or add a bit of colour to the Pharisees thousands of man made rules.

Question: What had Jesus come to do? What was the ‘new wine’ he was talking about?

In v39 Jesus says some people will choose to exclude themselves from the new thing God is doing in Jesus, because they prefer the old. 

Question: Why can ‘tradition’ be such a powerful force? In what ways might we be in danger of preferring tradition to the gospel?
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