Home Group Discussion Questions

Sunday March 7th
Luke 6:17-26


Ice-breaker: How is the Swiss culture different to the one you are used to?

Question: Was there anything that particularly spoke to you in the sermon this Sunday? Or that you disagreed with or were confused about?

Read the Passage: Luke 6:17-26

A. Intro and Summary:
This Sunday we considered Jesus’ call to a new kingdom. In his sermon Martin focused on:

A different kind of Kingdom with regard to 
· Riches 
· Comfort
· Power
· Popularity

A different kind of Kingdom 
Jesus contrasts two very different visions of what it means to be blessed. Two different kingdoms with different visions and values of what the whole, blessed life of its citizens will look like.

Martin said that Jesus goes on to explain how the blessed life does not look like you think it should look.

Question: What does a blessed life actually look like as opposed to what we may be tempted to think it should look like? 

Question: Why is Jesus’ message so counter-cultural?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Riches
Woe connotes sorrow, distress, and trouble.

Read 1 Timothy 6:10 and 6:17-19

Question: Why did Jesus see riches as woe?

Question: In comparison to the developing world we are all wealthy. What would it mean to have a Christ-centered approach to money? How do you think you are doing with regard to getting this in balance in your own life?

Question: What does it mean to be poor in the way Jesus talks about it here and why does Jesus say to count it a blessing?
Comfort
Martin said ‘nowhere does the Bible suggest that famine is a good thing. But someone who’s hungry is hungry for something'

Question: How do we ensure we remain hungry in the midst of plenty?

Question: As humans we naturally tend towards more and more comfort like nicer cars, homes, holidays… How should we as Christians handle this desire? Should we actively pursue discomfort as some have done?


Power
Martin said “There is a joy – a shallow joy in having and possessing now, of being in power now, of being on top now.”

Question: How do we exercise power and control while yet submitting to God’s power and control in our lives?


Popularity

Read Prov 29:25

Question: It seems ingrained in us to seek to please people. But why can seeking to please people be a trap for Christians? 

Read 1 Tim 3:7

Question: How is Jesus statement ‘woe to you, when all people speak well of you’ compatible with the requirement that elders in a church be ‘well thought of by outsiders’.

Read 1 Peter 3: 13-17

Question: Martin said, “if you’re going to be hated, make sure you’re hated for the right reasons.” What are the right and wrong reasons to be hated by men? 
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