Home Group Discussion Questions

Sunday February 27th
Luke 6:12-16


Ice-breaker: When you think about Jesus what is the first thing that comes to mind?

Question: Was there anything that particularly spoke to you in the sermon this Sunday? Or that you disagreed with or were confused about?

Read Luke 6:12-16

A. Intro and Summary:
This Sunday we considered Jesus calling the twelve Apostles. The points Mark made were;
1. Jesus prioritized prayer
2. Jesus called a motley crew
3. Doubting God in rocky places
4. What can we learn from Judas?
5. What will you give your life for?

Jesus prioritized prayer
Jesus was about to choose the men who would carry on what He had begun, who would see his work extend. So Jesus gave this an entire night of prayer.

Question: What kind of situations might we face today when all night or an extended period of prayer might be appropriate? Have you ever done this?

Andrew Murray said, ‘some people pray just to pray
 and some people pray to know God.’

Question: How much do you agree with this statement and how do we know the difference in our own prayer lives?

Question: Often we feel as though we are praying out of a sense of obligation. Should prayer always be a pleasure and not a duty?

Question: Read James 5:16-18. Why might the prayer of a righteous person have great power? 

Jesus called a motley crew
Jesus called together a group of 12 very diverse men, with different character, backgrounds and ideas. They were a diverse yet strong team.
See also See also Acts 2:46-47, 4:32-33 and Acts 5:12.  

Question: What is the difference between unity and uniformity? Why is it important to understand the difference? Why is it so important to maintain unity in the church? 

Question: Why might diverse teams often be the strongest teams? 

Questions: It has been said of the Trinity that there is unity without uniformity; diversity without division. What can we learn from the Trinity about working together in a church?  

Question: What causes disunity in the church and what must we do to prevent it? 
See also See also Romans 5:10, Gal 5:25-26 

Doubting God in rocky places
Sometimes people will tell you, or you will even question yourself, if God can have called you to something that is not turning out as you thought it would. We might even be tempted to question Jesus in his calling of Judas.

Question: Read Isaiah 55:8-9. How can we deal with doubts over God’s will in times when we struggle to understand his purposes?

Question: Read Acts 2:22-23 and Acts 4:27-28. In the light of these verses, what can we learn about Jesus choosing Judas?

What can we learn from Judas?
We can learn from Judas that it is possible betray Jesus in our own hearts whilst still being outwardly spiritual and involved in religious activity. As was the case for Judas, it is true that it is possible to have godly fellowship, good teaching and be set a good example, and yet still backslide.

Question: Paul said in 1 Corinthians 10:12, ‘let him who thinks he stands, take heed lest he fall.’ What does it mean to ‘take heed’ as Christians?

Question: What other lessons can we learn from the life of Judas?

What will you give your life for?

Question: These apostles gave their lives for Jesus and the kingdom. What does a life ‘spent’ on Jesus look like? Do you feel like you are living it? 

William Carrey, an English Baptist missionary to India in the 1700’s said; ‘attempt great things for God and expect great things from God.

Question: What kind of things should we attempt for God and what can we expect of God? 
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