Home Group Discussion Questions

Sunday April 10th
Luke 7:1-10


Icebreaker: If you could have lived at any point in history other than our own, when would it have been and why?

Question: Was there anything that particularly spoke to you in the sermon this Sunday? Or that you disagreed with or were confused about?

Read Luke 7:1-10

Intro and Summary:
This Sunday’s sermon was on Jesus’ dealings with the Roman Centurion. The points were:

· God’s surprising choice
· Don’t believe the spin
· Recognizing Jesus

God’s surprising choice
This Centurion was obviously being drawn to God. He was not a member of the religious elite and probably had no godly up bringing. He is a good example of God at work in an unlikely individual’s life, by His grace.

Question: What were the formative steps to you becoming a Christian? 

Read the following passages:
Acts 17:24-27; Romans 1:18-20

	Question: How does God use creation, and our circumstances, to tell us about, and draw us to, himself? How has he used those things in your life, to teach you about himself? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Question: Why does God’s choice of people He wants to use sometimes come as a surprise to us? [You might consider the following verses: Ex 4:10; 1 Sam 16:6-7; 1 Sam 15:22; Acts 4:13] 

Don’t believe the spin
The Jewish leaders pleaded with Jesus to help the Centurion, arguing that he was worthy to have Jesus heal his servant: he loved their nation, he had built their synagogue and he really cared about this servant. However, the man himself said he was unworthy.

Read Eph 2:8-10

Question: How easy do you find it to understand grace?
Question: What are some of the pitfalls we risk in thinking that we can earn, or deserve, God’s favour?

Question: what is the place of ‘good works’ in the Christian life?

Read Philippians 1:27; Ephesians 4:1-3; 1 Tim 3:7

Question: We are called to live a life in keeping with our Christian profession – as we do that, how can we maintain a right view of our own unworthiness? 


Recognizing Jesus
This gentile soldier recognizes something of who Jesus is and he puts his faith in him, he’s prepared to trust him.

Question: Why do you think Jesus was so amazed by this man’s faith?

Read Acts 6:1-6:
Question: What do you think it means to be full of faith?

Question: How do you think the insight that this Centurion had differed from that of Jesus' disciples at the time, enough for Jesus to say, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel."

Question: how can we grow in our faith, trust and dependency on God and his word?
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