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Who am I/ What I do 
• Dr Tyrone Bowes (experienced biotechnologist) 
• Pinpoint the origin of one’s paternal ancestors based on Family Tree 

DNA’s simple commercial ancestral Y-DNA37 test!  
• Pinpoint where one’s Surname ‘Adam’ lived. 
• Surnames became common approximately 1000 years ago. 
• Exploit the  link between the Y chromosome, surname, and land 

which are passed from father to son. 
• I do Personalised Case Study reports (free consultation). 
• An automated process is being pursued (in association with Brad 

Larkin, Texas, USA). 
 

• Launched Irish Origenes in June 2011 
• Launched Scottish and English Origenes in 2012, Welsh Origenes will 

be launched in 2013. 
 
 
 



Irish Origenes website (www.irishorigenes.com) contains the resources you need to Pinpoint an Irish origin 



My Bowes Y-DNA results 
Some surnames reoccur as a genetic match!!! G
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(number of people with a surname who appear as a genetic match)  

Coloured font indicates ethnicity associated with each surname  
Irish, Norman, Norman or Irish 

1Individuals from the same family recruited for DNA testing 
 
 

These (reoccurring) surnames will have arisen among a group of related 
individuals living in a specific location! 

Plot where those surnames occur using census data and you’ll reveal a 
common area of association (where your surname ‘Adam’ lived) 

Classify surnames according to the point at which they first appear as a genetic match  
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Irish Origenes Surname Distribution Map Database 

>4,500 surnames associated with Ireland on this database 

An ancestral link with 
County Laois is revealed 



Irish Origenes ‘Surnames of Ireland Map’ shows where farmers with a 
particular surname cluster 

Stick pins on this map where the  
reoccurring surnames revealed 

through Y-DNA testing occur to see a 
pattern emerge 
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Examine Placenames 
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Irish Origenes ‘Clan Territories of Ireland Map’ if you have Irish ancestry you 
will be genetically related to at least one of these prominent Clans/Families 



The Cantreds of Ely O'Carroll poem by O’Heerin from 1420 describes the Kingdom 
of O’Carroll from the time of Brian Boru (1000AD). Courtesy of Mr Adrian Martyn 

Medieval researcher, Galway City, Ireland 

 

"Lords to whom stoop the nuts (a very odd expression) 
Are the O'Carrolls of the Plain of Birra 

King (Kings?) of Ely to the sweet Bloyma; 
Most hospitable mansion in Ireland. 

  

Eight tuathas (Cantreds) eight chiefs there are 

Under the King of Ely - land of cattle 

Brave the host in threatning (tuar) an incursion 

That yellow-waving-haired army. 
  

O'Flanigan of the snowy hand 

Rules over all the Kinel Arga (1) 
Of the race of Teige, son of Kian of Crinna (1 1/2) 

He dwells at hospitable Ardlick Oilill. 
  

Over the Clan Rooney of the flowery roads 

That sweet, cleared, smooth streamed country 

That fair bordered, wine festive cantred 

Rules Mag Corcran of the numerous tribe. 
  

O'Hegan of Crioch Chein, 
Is over the Clan Ionmhainen of smooth land 

A cantred which showers a feast on every spot (2) 
And a dew of honey on every cluster (pod). 

  

The great cantred of the vigorous Clan Maonaigh 

Is hereditary to O'Dooley (3) 
This tribe are brave retainers 

Placed at the breast of the clear streamed Bloyma. 
  

A chief whose trees bear white nuts 

Is over the Clan Conligan of heavy fruit 
Twig of Biorra of Elyan tribe (4) 

Mac Guilfoyle of the fair-white mansion. 
  

Hy Deki, the goodly cantred of hills, 
The wide, fair-mansioned land, (do dluthaigh duibh) 

A fruitful land which adhered to them 

Is O'Banan's Patrimonial (ancestorial) inheritance (5) 
  

Their country has been mightily peopled 

By the O'Meaghers of Crioch Keerin (6) 
Tribe of (at) the foot of Bearnan Eile (7) 

No shame to recount their exploits. 
  

Tuath Faralt (8) of the cleared woods  
Is the inheritance of O'Hailchen, 

A fair mansioned plain of populous tribe, 
Like the land of Taillteann, dry, tho' streamy. 
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historical references to my Bowes ancestors in Laois/Kilkenny/Tipperary borderlands 
From the Tudor faints: 

 

"163 (118). Pardon to Jordan Morreyse, of Croghan, county Tipperary, husbandman; especially for the 

death of Phillip O'Bowe, ploughman." Dated 6th April 1548 (page 104, fiants of Edward VI). 

"2035 (1631.) Pardon to ... John O'Bow, late of Brownestown, ..." dated 11 January 1572. page 261. 

"5370 (4286.) Pardon to ... Phillip O Boe, of Corristowne, ... co. Kilkenny." dated 4 November 1589. 

"6191 (5017.) Pardon to ... Edm. Obowe ... This pardon shall be of force only for persons born or 

residing int he province of Munster, or County of Kilkenny." dated 17 February 1598. pages 317-18. 

"6484 (5240.) Pardon to ... Rich O Boe, husb., ...". dated 28 March 1601. page 401. 

 

From the "Calandar of Papal Registers:  

Papal Letters vol. xv 1484-1492" the index lists three men surnamed "O Bogue (OBinyde, Oboe, 

Obuy)" 

1 - John, Canon of Aghmacart, to have rectory of Kildellig, number 688. 

2 - Patrick, priest of Ossory diocese, to have rectory of Rathsaran and vicarage of Erke, number 674 

(dated 19 April 1491, states "Patrick Obinyde, priest, d. Ossory", was the illigitimate son of unmarried 

parents. Apparently he also had a family). 

3 - William, priest of Lismore diocese, to have vicarage of Rathdonan, number 358 (dated 25 February 

1489) 

 

Courtesy of Mr Adrian Martyn Medieval researcher, Galway City, Ireland 

  
 



O’Boy …. Anglicised Bowe? 



Mrs Jeane Robinson at Bowe’s crossroads, County Laois, Ireland, 2011 

Once you pinpoint an area you can confirm the ancestral link with a simple commercial DNA test 

Bowe’s from this area were recruited for Y-DNA testing and were a close genetic match to me! 



People with Irish ancestry 
60% Gael (pre-Christian Celtic tribes) 

1-2% Viking 
12-15% Norman (English/Welsh) 

2-5% Scots Gallowglass 
20% Plantation Scots and English 

 

Keep an open mind!!!!!!! 
 
 

CAUTION 



English Origenes (www.englishorigenes.com) lists the resources you need to Pinpoint an English origin 



Pinpointing an English Genetic Homeland 
 

• Can be more challenging! 
• Surnames evolved differently from the Irish and Scots 
• Early Industrial revolution  
• Examine earlier census data 
• Many English surnames have no link to the land (no farmers) 



Great Britain family names map 
http://gbnames.publicprofiler.org/ 

Test subject Mr Cook 

1Individuals from the same family recruited for DNA testing 



 
Farmers heads of household 1841 

Cook 
Cooke 

Doughty 
Offley 

Plot where farmers with each surname occur 



• Mr Cooke (test subject) found a Hezekiah Cooke in Gedney records, he has a 
Hezekiah Cooke in his Virginia family. 

• He is recruiting Cooke/Cook’s from this area for Y-DNA testing! 

Once you pinpoint an area you can confirm the ancestral link with a simple commercial DNA test 



Scottish Origenes (www.scottishorigenes.com) lists the resources you need to Pinpoint a Scottish origin 



Mr Ross Valentine; born Aberdeenshire, Scotland 



• The Valentine family have a well recorded family tree stretching back 300 years in the 
Scottish northeast. 

• There is family lore of a link to Clan Lindsay! BUT no genetic evidence of this! 

Reoccurring surname matches 



Great Britain family names map 
http://gbnames.publicprofiler.org/ 

Clear ancestral link to Scotland 



Valentine Farmers in 1841 
Problem 

Farmers associated with Mr Valentine’s 
reoccurring surname matches all cluster to 

the west-central Highlands, while the 
Valentines localise in the Northeast? 

Plot where farmers with each surname occur 
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The Clan Territories of Scotland are well documented 
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Colquhoun territory 

Loch Lomond 

• Clan MacGregor were outlawed after slaughtering members of Clan Colquhoun (and innocent 
spectators) at the Battle of Fruin Glen in 1603.  

• In 1603 the MacGregor surname was proclaimed ‘altogidder abolished" and bearing the 
MacGregor name was punishable by death (80 Clan members were named and outlawed). 

• In 1604 The Chief of the MacGregor’s and 30 Clansmen were executed in Edinburgh 
• In the 1600’s the first Valentine appears in Scotland. 
• Ross Valentine matches the current chief of the MacGregor’s in 35/37 markers! 
• In 2007 The Clan Gregor Society of Scotland agreed to accepts into full membership of the 

Society individuals with ANY surname who can show, through DNA testing, that they have a DNA 
signature which matches, at the accepted degrees of mutational difference, that of the 
main MacGregor DNA signature. 
 

The Clan that dare not speak its name 
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Post 1603AD 

Rob Roy MacGregor 1671-1734 
‘Campbell’ (his mothers maiden name) is recorded 

 as his surname on baptismal records 

Putting a time frame to DNA mutation rates 

Pre 1603AD 

1 step mutation = 200 years? 







The Future 
 

1. The process works BECAUSE of the size of the FAMILY TREE Y-DNA 
database! 

2. As Family Tree DNA’s database of people taking the Y-DNA test gets 
larger and larger the success rate (for pinpointing a precise paternal 
geographical origin) will increase. 

3. Pinpointing a maternal origin (mtDNA) can be done but requires a 
different approach. 

4. Automation! 
 
 
 
 
 



IRISH ORIGENES DATABASES FOR AUTOMATION! 



  

The Genetic  Homeland Finder 
Constructed by IT expert Brad Larkin 

This is a novel undertaking and a useful resource! 
Will include Farmers  with a particular surname (where they cluster), castles  associated with 

each surname, placenames associated with a surname, and eventually graveyard data 



Preview Automated Analysis 

This is a novel undertaking and a useful resource even for those not taking the DNA approach 



Zoom in! 

Zoom in! 



Free trial for those attending 
Who do You Think You Are LIVE 

 
Email me 

tyronebowes@gmail.com 
 

Or take my business card  



Thank you for your time 
Dr Tyrone Bowes 


