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Having	  told	  his	  listeners	  that	  those	  who	  please	  God	  live	  by	  faith,	  the	  writer	  now	  
tells	  is	  what	  living	  by	  faith	  looks	  like.	  
	  
The	  Life	  that	  Pleases	  God	  
We	  can	  live	  to	  please	  others,	  or	  ourselves,	  but	  the	  only	  way	  to	  live	  that	  results	  in	  
lasting	  joy,	  is	  to	  please	  God.	  And	  that	  life	  is	  the	  life	  of	  faith.	  Each	  of	  the	  people	  the	  
writer	   is	   going	   to	   talk	   about	   received	   God’s	   commendation:	   they	   pleased	   him,	  
because	  they	  lived	  by	  faith.	  
	  
Faith	  keeps	  its	  eyes	  fixed	  on	  the	  horizon	  of	  eternity.	   It	  weighs	  up	  everything	  in	  
the	  present	  by	  what	   is	   going	   to	  happen	   in	   the	   future.	   It	   sees	   everything	   in	   the	  
light	  of	  eternity.	  It’s	  built	  on	  God’s	  unchanging	  character	  and	  unfailing	  promises,	  
and	  it	  inevitably	  changes	  the	  way	  you	  live.	  	  
	  
Living	  By	  Faith	  
The	   story	   of	   Abel	   tells	   us	   that	   living	   by	   faith	   means	   costly	   worship	   from	   the	  
heart.	  But	  that	  cost	  is	  worth	  it,	  because	  Christ	  is	  worth	  it.	  
	  
The	  story	  of	  Enoch	  tells	  us	  that	  living	  by	  faith	  means	  walking	  with	  God	  daily.	  It	  
means	  being	  in	  step	  with	  him,	  rather	  than	  the	  world.	  	  
	  
The	  story	  of	  Noah	  tells	  us	  that	   living	  by	  faith	  means	  obeying	  God,	  even	  when	  it	  
looks	  stupid.	  	  
	  
The	   story	   of	   Abraham	   teaches	   us	   that	   living	   by	   faith	  means	   obeying	  God	   even	  
when	  your	  future	  looks	  uncertain.	  
	  
The	   story	   of	   Sarah	   tells	   us	   that	   living	   by	   faith	  means	   trusting	  God,	   even	  when	  
your	   circumstances	   say	   otherwise.	   And	   because	   at	   first	   she	   didn’t	   believe,	   she	  
also	  tells	  us	  that	  it’s	  not	  about	  superheroes,	  that	  it	  is	  possible	  to	  change,	  and	  from	  
doubt	  to	  faith.	  
	  
Longing	  for	  home	  
The	  patriarchs	  knew	  this	  world	  wasn’t	  it.	  They	  were	  looking	  for	  the	  eternal	  city.	  
When	   we	   recognize	   that	   this	   world,	   with	   all	   its	   suffering,	   is	   not	   how	   things	  
should;	  or	  when	  we	  realize	  the	  things	  of	  this	  world	  can	  never	  satisfy,	  then	  we	  are	  
longing	  for	  home:	  for	  the	  eternal	  city.	  	  
	  
But	  how	  should	  we	   live	   if	   this	  world	   is	  not	  our	  home?	  How	  should	   living	  with	  
eternity	  in	  view	  affect	  our	  lives?	  Imagine	  your	  portrait	  in	  that	  hall	  of	  fame:	  what	  
will	  future	  generations	  say	  about	  you?	  ‘By	  faith	  he/she…’	  What	  will	  faith	  prompt	  
you	  to	  do?	  	  
	  
You	  get	  to	  fill	  in	  the	  blanks.	  
	  

By	  Faith	  
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