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June 26, 2014 

Report on the Photo Exhibition ("Salute To Friendship") Sponsored by 

the  

Chinese People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries 

("CPAFFC ")  

Held at the Rayburn House Office Building on May 19, 2014 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

On May 19, 2014, the Chinese People's Association for Friendship with 

Foreign Countries ("CPAFFC ")("Youxie") held a reception at the Rayburn 

House Office Building, Washington, D.C., for a Photo Exhibition entitled 

"Salute to Friendship - Images Narrate China-U.S. Collaboration During 

World War II".   

 

The invitation to attend the reception was issued by CPAFFC in the name of 

the President of that organization, Madam Li Xiaolin. (See Invitation, 

Exhibit A)  

 

Members of our organization, the U.S.- China Peoples Friendship 

Association ("USCPFA"), were invited to attend.  The Southeast Florida 

Chapter of USCPFA was represented by Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Cooke. 

Representatives from the D.C. Metro Chapter of USPCA, the Embassy of 

China, Youxie, and the U.S. House of Representatives (and staff) were also 

in attendance. 

 

The photos used in the exhibition were taken by soldiers of the U.S. Army 

Signal Corps during the World War II. They recorded, from the American 

perspective, the touching friendship of mutual support and warm interaction 

between the Chinese and U.S. soldiers and civilians. The exhibition was held 

on the occasion of the 35th anniversary of the establishment of China-U.S. 

diplomatic relations (1979).  

 

WELCOMING ADDRESSES 

 

Madam Li Xiaolin welcomed the attendees and expressed the hope that 

through the exhibition, the people of China and the United States would 

remember the history of  friendly relations between China and the United 
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States and will join hands in deepening that friendship and cooperation in 

the coming decades. 

 

Also speaking was Christopher Nixon Cox, the son of Trisha Nixon 

(daughter of President Richard Nixon), and the grandson of President Nixon.  

Mr. Cox congratulated Madam Li Xiaolin and the CPAFFC for sponsoring 

the exhibit and hosting the reception. He spoke of the historic trip his 

grandfather made to China in February of 1972 which ended a quarter of a 

century of unfriendly relations between the United States and China. Mr. 

Cox noted that during the 1972 trip President Nixon visited Hangzhou where 

he planted a seedling, a California redwood.  

 

Last year (2013) Cox visited  Hangzhou and saw that the seedling was now a 

tall and flourishing tree which in the future will grow even bigger and 

stronger. He said "[t]he process of that Redwood's growth is a lot like the 

relationship between America and China.  It might suffer from storms, but 

with consistent and meticulous care, it will continue to grow and prosper 

long into the future." 

 

THE EXHIBITION 

 

The exhibition begins with a piece entitled: 

 

"THOSE MEMORIES WILL NEVER FADE" 

 

"Memories may carry an individual's past, as well as the history of a country 

or a nation. Sweet memories bring us happiness, while bitter memories make 

us reflect and vigilant. And sweet memories of a hard time is even more 

precious and deserves to be cherished dearly. 

 

"World War II has been a larger scale disaster in human history. People from 

many countries suffered from this catastrophe, which has become a memory 

to bitter to recall. However, it's the shared conviction of mankind to pursue 

peace and happiness, and oppose war. Such conviction connects all people 

who love peace. The photo exhibition shows the Chinese and American 

people fighting side by side during World War II, their friendship forged 

during the wartime and the heart-warming interactions between soldiers and 

civilians. The pictures give a vivid account of those memories in the China-

U.S. relations which will never fade. 

 



 3 

"With this exhibition, we commemorate the Chinese and American people 

who have contributed to the peace cause of mankind, some of whom even 

sacrifice their lives, and extends sincere gratitude to people from all sectors 

of life from the two countries who work for China-U.S. friendship and 

cooperation." 

 

 

A representative sampling of the many images set out in the exhibition are 

shown in Exhibit B to this report. 

 

Some personal photographs are included in Exhibit C to this report. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

s/g Jerry A. Cooke 

 

Jerry A. Cooke 

Member, South Florida Chapter 

US-China Peoples Friendship Association 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

INVITATION TO RECEPTION  

AND  

PHOTO EXHIBITION 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

PHOTO EXHIBITION ENTITLED  

"SALUTE TO FRIENDSHIP - IMAGES 

NARRATE CHINA-U.S. COLLABORATION 

DURING WORLD WAR II" 

RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

MAY 19, 2014 
 

 

PHOTOS TAKEN BY SOLDIERS OF THE U.S. ARMY 

SIGNAL CORPS DURING WORLD WAR II RECORDING 

INTERACTIONS BETWEEN THE 

CHINESE AND U.S. SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS 

 

(SELECTED IMAGES) 
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EXHIBIT C 

 

PERSONAL PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN BY  

JERRY A. COOKE  

AT  

PHOTO EXHIBITION AND RECEPTION 
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Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Cooke 
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Mrs. Jerry Cooke
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Mr. Christopher Nixon Cox 
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Mr. Christopher Nixon Cox 
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Madam Li Xiaolin 
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Madam Li Xiaolin & Mr. Jerry Cooke 


