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Facing	  Storms	  
God	  has	  told	  Paul	  that	  he	  is	  going	  to	  preach	  the	  gospel	  in	  Rome,	  which	  is	  where	  
he	   is	   heading.	   Paul	   is	   right	   in	   the	  middle	  of	  God’s	  will	   for	  his	   life	   –	   yet	   he	   still	  
faces	   a	   storm.	   And	   it	   was	   not	   a	   storm	   of	   Paul’s	   making:	   he	   strongly	   advised	  
against	  the	  decision	  to	  set	  sail	  again.	  He	  finds	  himself	   in	  the	  midst	  of	  a	  disaster	  
that	  was	  not	  of	  his	  making.	  But	  he	  still	  has	  to	  face	  it.	  
	  
That	  means	  you	  can	  go	   through	  severe	   trials	  and	  still	  be	  right	   in	   the	  middle	  of	  
God’s	  will	  for	  your	  life.	  In	  Jesus’	  parable,	  the	  storm	  came	  on	  both	  the	  foolish	  and	  
the	  wise	  builder.	  Being	  wise	  is	  no	  guarantee	  that	  everything	  will	  work	  out.	  
	  
In	  Paul’s	  storm,	  things	  go	  from	  bad	  to	  worse,	  and	  the	  storms	  of	  life	  can	  strip	  us	  of	  
more	   and	  more	   things.	   As	   the	   sailors	  were	   unable	   to	   navigate,	   so	  we	   can	   feel	  
disorientated.	  Like	  the	  sailors,	  we	  can	  lose	  hope,	  and	  it	  can	  affect	  our	  health,	  just	  
as	  they	  lost	  their	  appetite.	  Finally,	  in	  the	  storm	  it	  is	  easy	  to	  feel	  as	  if	  God	  does	  not	  
care.	  
	  	  
Yet	  Paul	  managed	  to	  stay	  calm,	  lead	  and	  be	  an	  encourager.	  How	  does	  he	  do	  that?	  
	  
Truth	  to	  Plant	  your	  Feet	  On.	  
There	  are	   four	  truths	  that	  Paul	   takes	  his	  stand	  on	  that	  helped	  him	  respond	  the	  
way	  he	  did:	  
1.	  He	  knew	  that	  God	  is	  Sovereign.	  If	  God	  wanted	  him	  in	  Rome	  he	  would	  get	  to	  
Rome.	  He	  knew	  that	  God	  is	  sovereign	  over	  nature,	  and	  over	  other	  people’s	  bad	  
decisions.	  They	  could	  not	  stop	  God’s	  plan.	  When	  you	  know	  that	  God	  is	  sovereign	  
over	  the	  storm	  you	  can	  be	  a	  bringer	  of	  hope.	  	  
	  
2.	  He	  knew,	  and	  you	  can	  know,	   that	  you	  belong	   to	  God.	  We	  tend	   to	   think	   that	  
God	  belongs	  to	  us.	  Paul	  saw	  it	  very	  differently.	  And	  when	  we	  face	  trials	  we	  need	  a	  
strength	  outside	  of	  ourselves,	  that	  lifts	  us	  up	  when	  we	  are	  weak.	  When	  you	  know	  
that	  you	  belong	  to	  God,	  you	  know	  that	  God	  has	  got	  you	  in	  his	  hand.	  That’s	  what	  
gave	  Paul	  the	  strength	  to	  stand.	  
	  
3.	  Paul	  knew,	  and	  you	  can	  know,	  that	  Christ	  died	  for	  you.	  Paul	  talks	  of	  belonging	  
to	  God.	  God	  has	  bought	  Paul	  –	  and	  us	  –	  by	  the	  blood	  of	  Christ.	  Knowing	  the	  Christ	  
loves	  you	  so	  much	  to	  die	  for	  you	  gives	  you	  hope	  in	  the	  midst	  of	  disaster.	  That’s	  
why	  Paul	  could	  break	  bread:	  because	  Christ	  had	  broken	  bread	  as	  a	  sign	  of	  giving	  
himself	   for	  us.	  When	  you	  know	  that	   is	   the	  measure	  of	  his	   love	   for	  you,	   it	  gives	  
you	  hope	  and	  courage	  for	  whatever	  you	  face.	  
	  
4.	   Paul	   knew	   that	   God	   is	   faithful.	  Paul	   took	  God	   at	   his	  word,	   and	   he	   knew	  he	  
would	  not	  let	  him	  down.	  And	  that	  was	  why	  Paul	  could	  pray	  for	  the	  lives	  of	  those	  
on	  board.	  Because	  he	  knew	  God	  was	  faithful,	  he	  knew	  it	  was	  worth.	  
	  
When	  you	  know	  these	  four	  truths,	  and	  stand	  on	  them,	  you	  can	  be	  calm,	  lead	  and	  
encourage	  in	  the	  storm.	  And	  you’ll	  know	  that	  God	  will	  bring	  you	  safe	  to	  land,	  as	  
he	  does	  here.	  
	  
	  

Calm	  in	  the	  Storm	  
Acts	  27:13-‐44	  


