And at the start of this new term, I want to talk to you about living for God, living with biblical vision when you’re living in a foreign land. Daniel knew what that was like.

Daniel 1

Understand that God is sovereign: When the Babylonians invaded it looked as though everything had gone wrong, that even God himself had been defeated. And Daniel and his friends are transported against their will to Babylon. But v2 (‘And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand’) makes it clear that God was in control, that He was working His purposes out. Daniel did not end up in Babylon by chance.

The same is true for you here. You are here because God is sovereign and engineers everything according to His plan. You are here because it is His will that you are here. And that should give us encouragement, joy, peace and assurance in the tough times and a desire to serve Him with our all in the good times, for as long as He wants us here.

Expect the kingdom of God to come where you are: these young men find themselves in an alien culture. The danger with that is that you spend your time looking back to home. Daniel didn’t do that: he studied and worked hard and the consequence was that he encountered God in incredible ways, not in Jerusalem, but here in Babylon.

In Jeremiah 29:7 God tells us to pray for the welfare of the city he has sent us to. Our attitude should be: God has called me here, so I am going to give myself to see the kingdom of God come in this place: in our homes, in our places of work. Not doing more ‘church stuff’ but expecting the kingdom of God, the gospel of Jesus to transform people where we are.

Don’t be squeezed: The rulers change the young men’s names (which all refer to the God of Israel) to Babylonian names (that refer to their false gods). It’s an attempt to change their religious loyalty from God to the Babylonian idols. You and I face the same challenge as the world tries to squeeze us to worship what they worship: not idols of stone, but idols of appearance, acceptance, achievement, success and reason.

And Daniel took a decision not to allow that to happen:  v8: ‘But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king’s food or with the wine that he drank.’ He resolved not to give way on this point. So if you are going to live with biblical vision, for Jesus Christ, it will mean that at times you are going to need to dig your toes in and say ‘no’ even when it costs you. To pay the price of discipleship.

He will give you everything you need:

In v9 and v17 it tells us that God gave these men what they needed to do the work he had called them to do. When you are looking to bring glory to God and to serve his purposes rather than simply living for your self, God will give you the skills you need, when you need it.
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