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The Vision of the Gospel
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Corinth was at an international crossroads. It was filled with people of different nationalities and different religious backgrounds: a bit like us. But the church there was also facing major problems: with factions, worship services that were chaotic and moral failures. In this passage Paul sets out the vision he had for his apostolic ministry and for them as a church. 
Paul’s main thing: the gospel
Paul faced two alternative ‘visions’ competing for his attention from people outside the church: the Jews demanding signs and the Greeks demanding wisdom. But Paul didn’t take either of those paths. Instead he says he preached the gospel in the power of God. He makes the gospel his main thing, and he wouldn’t be deviated from it. Faced with a city needing to hear about Jesus. Faced with the issues this church faced, Paul’s answer was the gospel. 
The Gospel’s main thing: Christ crucified
If Paul’s main thing was the gospel, the gospel’s main thing is Christ crucified: v17, 22, 2:1. There are a thousand and one things we could give our time to but the gospel is all about Jesus Christ. And we are about building a community of people for whom Christ is our greatest satisfaction: the treasure and the pleasure of our lives.  
And specifically, Paul says it’s about Christ crucified. It’s all about the cross. 
Christ crucified: the power and the wisdom of God
Paul tells us why its all about the cross in v23-24: it is the power and the wisdom of God. It is at the cross that we find forgiveness and freedom from guilt; we find the love of God, for people who feel unloved. We find grace for us and for others. It is here that satan and sin are defeated and their holds on our lives broken. And the cross makes possible the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, who gives us the power to live this new life.
That is why Paul makes so much of the Gospel. That is why he says in Gal 6:14 that he will not boast in anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Rooted in the gospel, radical transformation
That’s the vision we have for the church. If you want to understand what is going to make us tick, this is where it’s at. Being rooted in the gospel, in all that Jesus has done for us, gives us stability when the storms of life hit us and food for our souls so that we grow and thrive: just as a tree gets stability and nourishment from being rooted in the soil.
And it’s in the gospel that we find the power to see lives transformed; inside and outside the church.
That was Paul’s vision for his ministry and for the church at Corinth and it’s ours too.
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