Matthew 6:19-24

Many people think of money as being out of bounds: we don’t talk about it. Jesus didn’t see things that way.

Money: an idol

In v19-20 Jesus says that it is possible to waste you life on pursuing things that are of no value in the sight of heaven (like money). The danger is that we think he is talking about other people  but he was talking to people just like us.

The reason money can have that effect on all of us is because it can become an idol. That is why Jesus calls money Mammon in v24: the god of wealth. We make money into a false god and give our hearts to it.

In v21 Jesus tells us why that happens. We make it our treasure: we get our security, our value, our significance from money. And to maintain those things we will make sacrifices to this god: sacrifice our family, our time and even God himself.

Money: a slave master

Money is not just an idol, it is also a slave master. In v24: Jesus says ‘No one can serve two masters’. And the verb he uses there for serve is to serve as a bondservant, as a slave. You begin by thinking money serves you, but if you give your heart toit you find out that you are serving it. It becomes a slave master.

And Jesus says you can’t have two masters. You can’t serve God and money, and there lies the hope of being free from the controlling influence of money.

The Gospel is the answer
God also wants to be our master, but to master us for our good, not for evil.

You see the answer to the wrong hold that money can have upon us is not just giving it away or stopping spending and saving instead or giving up your job and becoming a monk. The answer is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which entirely changes both how you see money and how you use money: by transforming the treasure of your heart.

When we see that nothing could make us more secure than God’s love and care for us demonstrated in the cross of Christ, when we realise that we need look no further for significance than the value God placed upon us by sending his son to die in our place, and when we see the stuff of this world in the light of eternity, then we begin to realise that its not on earth that we want to lay up treasure, its in heaven. And the treasure of heaven is Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus Christ is the ultimate thing in your life, when He is your God and Master money wont have a wrong hold on you, instead you will start to use it to maximise the glory of Christ in this life.
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