Home Group Discussion Questions
Sunday December 20th
Passage: Luke 2:1-20

Suggested Discussion Starters
1. From Mary and Joseph’s perspective, what do you think they might have thought of the timing of the census, the distance they had to travel, the lack of accommodation, and Mary going into labour when away from home?
[must all have seemed the worst possible timing for Joseph and Mary. But it was God’s perfect timing. These were his means of positioning them right where he wanted them at the time he wanted them.]
2. Why do we struggle to see God’s hand in the things that don’t seem to go the way we want them?
3. What is the message the angel brings?
[good news, great joy, all people, a saviour]
Is that the message the church conveys to the world today? Or at least, is that the message the world perceives the church conveys?
4. How do the shepherds respond? How does their response change over time?
What prompts the change? – they believe what the angel said to be the word of God, and they trust it is true: v15 
5. Eventually the shepherds have to return to work, v20, but they go back rejoicing. Our holidays will come to an end, when that happens how do you maintain joy in your heart in the workplace?
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