
Functional 
Classification 

 

Information 



What is Func Class? 
►The 1991 Intermodal Surface Transportation Act 

required every state to Functionally classify their 
roadways.  
 

►The Functional Classification of a road is based 
primarily on the character of that road. 
 

► 2010 Classifications include: 
     1 – Interstates                        

      2 – Freeways 
      3 – Principal Arterials 
      4 – Minor Arterials 
      5 – Major Collectors 
      6 – Minor Collectors 

      7 – Local Roads  



      Why is Func Class important? 
► For planning at all levels of government. 

     Provides a picture of what our roadways are like. 



Why is Func Class important cont’d 

► Funding - In general, a road must be classified as 
a Major Collector or above to receive funding. 

 

► 15% of STP funds can be used for Minor 
Collectors  

 

►All data collected in HPMS is based on the 
Functional Classification of a roadway. 

   For example: HPMS requires more data to be collected on 

roadways that are classified above Minor Collector.  

 



How to Functionally Classify your 
Roads 

►Making changes to the functional classification 
system is a collaborative effort between local, 
county, COG/MPO, state, and FHWA officials. 
 

►Most of SEAGO’s functionally classified roads were 
reviewed and set in 2004/2005.   
 

► Some minor adjustments may be needed, such as 
Major Collectors and Minor Arterials where urban 
sprawl has occurred. We will come back to this 
later.  

 
 

 



How to Functionally Classify your Roads  
cont’d 

► Traffic counts are a useful tool in determining the 
functional classification of a roadway. But not always. 

 

► Schools, hospitals, sporting facilites, transprtation depots, 
etc. can warrant a higher classification. 

 

► The system should maintain connectivity and exist in a 
hierarchal order. 

 

► Principal Arterials should connect cities with cities. In most 
cases these are state highways. 

 

► The func class system should make logical sense. 



How to Fuctionally Classify your Roads  
cont’d 

► Urban boundaries are no longer a factor in determining the 
functional classification of your roadways.  Although you 
can use them as a guide. 

 
► FHWA guidelines (2010) 
 
Local roads (Code 7) should account for no  
less than 65% of all your roadway mileage. 
 
Collectors and Arterials combined (Codes  
1,2,3,4,5,6) should account for no more than  
35% of all your roadway mileage.  



 

Which map 
shows  
proper 
connectivity? 

Proper connectivity 

This Major 
Collector should 
not terminate at 
a dead end, 
where no traffic 
is generated 

This Minor 
Collector should 
not terminate at 
a dead end, 
where no traffic 
is generated 

This Minor 
Collector does 
not connect to a 
Major Collector 
or above, this is 
also a hierarchal 
issue.  



 

This Major 
Collector should 
end at the 
intersection or 
extend to 
another 
intersection off 
the map. 



 

Tucson wants to 
widen this road 
to the new 
school.  Which 
intersection 
should they 
extend the func 
class to? a,b, or 
c? 

a b c 

C 

 C is the best 
option.  This 
intersection is at 
the end of the 
road and 
provides access 
to the east side 
of the school. 



 

Both of these 
sections in yellow 
can not be 
approved for 
classification 
unless the portion 
in between  is 
requested to be 
classified as well. 

It is very 
important at 
the COG / MPO 
level to make 
sure 
connectivity is 
maintained by 
local, county, 
and Federal 
jurisdictions.   

Jurisdictional Connectivity 



 

Do these maps 
follow a 
hierarchal 
order? 

This road should 
not be a Principal 
Arterial because 
both ends do not 
connect with a 
road of the same 
or higher 
classification. 

No traffic is 
generated on this 
road, so how 
could it be 
classified above 
the 2 roads that 
feed it ? 



Current SEAGO percentages 

                                    
Collector and above     1604.2 miles = 26 % 
Locals                        4517.1 miles = 74 % 
 
FHWA 2010 guidelines:     
 
Collector and above < 35 %  26 % = Good 
Locals                    > 65 %  74 % = Good 
 
FHWA pre 2010 guidelines: 
                                                          Mileage              FHWA 
Urban principal & minor arterials     105.5 = 13 %         15 – 25 %            
Urban collectors                            117.3 = 14 %           5 – 10 % 
Urban locals                                  589.4 = 73 %         65 – 80 % 
Rural principal & minor arterials       354.0 = 7 %            6 – 12 % 
Rural collectors                            1027.4 = 19 %         20 – 25 % 
Rural locals                                  3927.7 = 74 %        65 – 75 % 



I suggest traffic 
counts should be 
done on the 
following roads to 
see if they 
warrant 
reclassification. 

Sierra Vista Southeast 

Interstate

Freeway

Principal Arterial

Minor Arterial

Major Collector

Minor Collector



 
Interstate

Freeway

Principal Arterial

Minor Arterial

Major Collector

Minor Collector

Rio Rico 



Douglas 

Interstate

Freeway

Principal Arterial

Minor Arterial

Major Collector

Minor Collector



8th Ave and 
Relation St in 
Safford could be 
a good canidate 
for Minor Arterial, 
as they have 
higher traffic 
counts and 
service a school 
and hospital 

Safford-Thatcher 
Interstate

Freeway

Principal Arterial

Minor Arterial

Major Collector

Minor Collector



Traffic counts 
should be 
conducted on 
Mescal Rd and 
SJ6 Ranch Rd in 
West Benson to.  
They could be 
good canidates 
for Major 
Collectors. 

Here is a good 
example of 
jurisdictional 
connectivity.  I 
advise Cochise 
County to classify 
this road at a 
minimum as 
Minor Collector. 

Interstate

Freeway

Principal Arterial

Minor Arterial

Major Collector

Minor Collector

West Benson 



Interstate

Freeway

Principal Arterial

Minor Arterial

Major Collector

Minor Collector

Benson 
Traffic counts 
should be 
conducted on 
Patagonia, Union, 
and Ocotillo in 
Benson. 

These roads 
service, I-10, a 
shopping center, 
a hospital, and 
Benson HS 



Preparing your reclassification request 

► 1. Go to the ADOT homepage and click on “Maps” in 
the left menu. www.azdot.gov 
 

► 2. Click on “Functional Classification” in the right 
menu.  

 
► 3. On this page there is some useful info.  Click on 

“Worksheet for submitting a Reclassification Request” 
Also review ADOT or FHWA Func class manuals provided. 

 
► 4. Use the maps on the ADOT functional 

classification website to view your current func 
class schema.  



 
Maps Link 



 Func Class Link 



 
Func Class 
manuals and 
guidelines 

Current Func 
Class maps 

Func Class 
manuals and 
guidelines 

Func Class 
worksheet 



Preparing your reclassification request cont’d 

► 5. Fill out a worksheet for each individual func class 
change and attach a map showing the proposed change, 
or a single map showing all of the changes if they occur in 
the same area. 
 

► 6.  The COG or MPO needs to check the reclassifications 
and make sure that jurisdictional connectivity and 
hierarchy is maintained.   

  
► 7.  The COG or MPO needs to create a memo for ADOT 

that approves or disapproves of the func class requests.   
 



 

All items should 
be filled out.  If 
the road is not 
built yet, there 
will obviously be 
no traffic counts.  
However, you can 
give an estimated 
or projected 
traffic count. 

This is an 
example of how 
to fill out a 
functional 
Classification 
worksheet.  



 

Another example 
of a worksheet, 
this one has the 
map inserted into  
the space 
provided.    



 

Example of Memo 
included with 
func class 
requests.   

FHWA should not  
be courtesy 
copied 



Preparing your reclassification request cont’d 

►All documents can be submitted via email or  

mailed.  However, I do need to see a  

signature on the memo. 

MMcGill@azdot.gov  p 602-712-7818 

 

Questions? 

 

 

mailto:MMcGill@azdot.gov

