
 When I waked it was broad day, the weather clear, and the storm 

abated, so that the sea did not rage and swell as before. But that 

which surprised me most was, that the ship was lifted off in the 

night from the sand where she lay, by the swelling of the tide, and 

was driven up almost as far as the rock which I first mentioned, 

where I had been so bruised by the dashing me against it. This 

being within about a mile from the shore where I was, and the ship 

seeming to stand upright still, I wished myself on board, that, at 

least, I might have some necessary things for my use. 

 Here I found that the ship was bulged, and had a great deal of 

water in her hold, but that she lay so on the side of a bank of hard 

sand, or rather earth, that her stern lay lifted up upon the bank, and 

her head low almost to the water. By this means all her quarter was 

free, and all that was in that part was dry; for you may be sure my 

first work was to search and to see what was spoiled and what was 

free. And first I found that all the ship's provisions were dry and 

untouched by the water; and being very well disposed to eat, I went 

to the bread-room and filled my pockets with biscuit, and eat it as I 

went about other things, for I had no time to lose. I also found 

some rum in the great cabin, of which I took a large dram, and 

which I had indeed need enough of to spirit me for what was before 

me. Now I wanted nothing but a boat, to furnish myself with many 

things which I foresaw would be very necessary to me. 

It was in vain to sit still and wish for what was not to be had, and 

this extremity roused my application. We had several spare yards, 

and two or three large spars of wood, and a spare topmast or two 

in the ship. I resolved to fall to work with these, and flung as many 

of them overboard as I could manage for their weight, tying every 

one with a rope, that they might not drive away. When this was 

done I went down the ship's side, and, pulling them to me, I tied 

four of them fast together at both ends as well as I could, in the 

form of a raft; and laying two or three short pieces of plank upon 

them, crossways, I found I could walk upon it very well, but that it 

was not able to bear any great weight, the pieces being too light. So 

I went to work, and with the carpenter's saw I cut up a spare 

topmast into three lengths, and added them to my raft, with a great 

deal of labor and pains; but hope of furnishing myself with 

necessaries encouraged me to go beyond what I should have been 

able to have done upon another occasion. 

My raft was not strong enough to bear any reasonable 

weight. My next care was what to load it with, and how to preserve 

what I laid upon it from the surf of the sea; but I was not long 

considering this. I first laid all the planks or boards upon it that I 

could get, and having considered well what I most wanted, I first 

got three of the seamen's chests, which I had broken open and 

emptied, and lowered them down upon my raft. The first of these I 

filled with provisions, viz., bread, rice, three Dutch cheeses, five 

pieces of dried goat's flesh, which we lived much upon, and a little 

remainder of European corn, which had been laid by for some fowls 

which we brought to sea with us, but the fowls were killed. There 

had been some barley and wheat together, but, to my great 

disappointment, I found afterwards that the rats had eaten or 

spoiled it all. As for liquors, I found several cases of bottles 

belonging to our skipper, in which were some cordial waters, and, 

in all, about five or six gallons of arack. These I stowed by 

themselves, there being no need to put them into the chest, nor no 

room for them. While I was doing this, I found the tide began to 

flow, though very calm, and I had the mortification to see my coat, 

shirt, and waistcoat, which I had left on shore upon the sand, swim 

away; as for my breeches, which were only linen, and open-kneed, I 

swam on board in them, and my stockings. However, this put me 

upon rummaging for clothes, of which I found enough, but took no 

more than I wanted for present use; for I had other things which my 

eye was more upon, as first tools to work with on shore; and it was 



after long searching that I found out the carpenter's chest, which 

was indeed a very useful prize to me, and much more valuable than 

a ship-loading of gold would have been at that time. I got it down to 

my raft, even whole as it was, without losing time to look into it, for 

I knew in general what it contained. 

My next care was for some ammunition and arms; there 

were two very good fowling-pieces in the great cabin, and two 

pistols; these I secured first, with some powder-horns, and a small 

bag of shot, and two old rusty swords. I knew there were three 

barrels of powder in the ship, but knew not where our gunner had 

stowed them; but with much search I found them, two of them dry 

and good, the third had taken water; those two I got to my raft with 

the arms. And now I thought myself pretty well frighted, and began 

to think how I should get to shore with them, having neither sail, 

oar, nor rudder; and the least capful of wind would have overset all 

my navigation. 

I had three encouragements.1. A smooth, calm sea.2. The tide rising 

and setting in to the shore.3. What little wind there was blew me 

towards the land. And thus, having found two or three broken oars 

belonging to the boat, and besides the tools which were in the 

chest, I found two saws, an axe, and a hammer, and with this cargo 

I put to sea. For a mile or thereabouts my raft went very well, only 

that I found it drive a little distant from the place where I had 

landed before, by which I perceived that there was some indraft of 

water, and consequently I hoped to find some creek or river there, 

which I might make use of as a port to get to land with my cargo. 

I got on board the ship as before, and prepared a second 

raft, and having had experience of the first, I neither made this so 

unwieldy, nor loaded it so hard; but yet I brought away several 

things very useful to me; as, at first, in the carpenter's stores I 

found two or three bags full of nails and spikes, a great screw-jack, 

a dozen or two of hatchets, and above all, that most useful thing 

called a grindstone. All these I secured, together with several things 

belonging to the gunner, particularly two or three iron crows, and 

two barrels of musket bullets, seven muskets, and another fowling-

piece, with some small quantity of powder more; a large bag full of 

small-shot, and a great roll of sheet-lead; but this last was so heavy, 

I could not hoist it up to get it over the ship's side. Besides these 

things, I took all the men's clothes that I could find, and a spare 

foretop sail, a hammock, and some bedding; and with this I loaded 

my second raft, and brought them all safe on shore, to my very 

great comfort. 

I had the biggest magazine of all kinds now that ever was 

laid up, I believe, for one man; but I was not satisfied still, for while 

the ship sat upright in that posture, I thought I ought to get 

everything out of her that I could. So every day at low water I went 

on board, and brought away something or other; but, particularly, 

the third time I went I brought away as much of the rigging as I 

could, as also all the small ropes and rope-twine I could get, with a 

piece of spare canvas, which was to mend the sails upon occasion, 

the barrel of wet gunpowder; in a word, I brought away all the sails 

first and last; only that I was fain to cut them in pieces, and bring as 

much at a time as I could; for they were no more useful to be sails, 

but as mere canvas only. 

But that which comforted me more still was, that at last of all, after 

I had made five or six such voyages as these, and thought I had 

nothing more to expect from the ship that was worth my meddling 

with; I say, after all this, I found a great hogshead of bread, and 

three large runlets of rum or spirits, and a box of sugar, and a barrel 

of fine flour; this was surprising to me, because I had given over 

expecting any more provisions, except what was spoilt by the 

water. I soon emptied the hogshead of that bread, and wrapped it 

up parcel by parcel in pieces of the sails, which I cut out; and, in a 

word, I got all this safe on shore also. 



The next day I made another voyage. And now, having 

plundered the ship of what was portable and fit to hand out, I 

began with the cables; and cutting the great cable into pieces, such 

as I could move, I got two cables and a hawser on shore, with all the 

iron-work I could get; and having cut down the spritsail-yard, and 

the mizzen-yard, and everything I could to make a large raft, I 

loaded it with all those heavy goods, and came away. But my good 

luck began now to leave me; for this raft was so unwieldy, and so 

overladen, that after I was entered the little cove where I had 

landed the rest of my goods, not being able to guide it so handily as 

I did the other, it overset, and, threw me and all my cargo into the 

water. As for myself, it was no great harm, for I was near the shore; 

but as to my cargo, it was great part of it lost, especially the iron, 

which I expected would have been great use to me. However, when 

the tide was out I got most of the pieces of cable ashore, and some 

of the iron, though with infinite labor; for I was fain to dip for it into 

the water, a work which fatigued me very much. After this I went 

every day on board, and brought away what I could get. 

I have been now thirteen days on shore, and had been eleven times 

on board the ship; in which time I had brought away all that one 

pair of hands could well be supposed capable to bring, though I 

believe verily, had the calm weather held, I should have brought 

away the whole ship piece by piece. But preparing the twelfth time 

to go on board, I found the wind begin to rise. However, at low 

water I went on board, and though I thought I had rummaged the 

cabin so effectually as that nothing more could be found, yet I 

discovered a locker with drawers in it, in one of which I found two 

or three razors, and one pair of large scissors, with some ten or a 

dozen of good knives and forks; in another, I found some thirty-six 

pounds value in money, some European coin, some Brazil, some 

pieces of eight, some gold, some silver. 

I now gave over any more thoughts of the ship, or of anything out 

of her, except what might drive on there from her wreck, as indeed 

divers pieces of her afterwards did; but those things were of small 

use to me. 
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Reading Guide 

 

Make a list of all the items Robinson finds on the ship. Why are they 

important? 

What is the main danger for Robinson? How is it different from 

Coral Island? 

 

 


