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THE BROOKLYN IRISH.

Some Notes of the Early Settlers

Here of That Race.
The First Organizations far Social and Patri-

otie Purposes Which Show Eoads of Frater-
nity, Liberality and Good Neighborly Feel-
ing=The Men Who Founded Them.

Tresident James J. Kerwin of the Emerald
assoclalion is dolighted with tha ontlosk for tho
usual finaneial aud social snccess promised by
tho annuul bull of that orzauization, which will
take place at the Academy of Music next Wednes-
day ovening, in nid of the orphans. All the old
friends will be on hand and a legion of new ones
have heen drafted in to make sare that, as far ns
they are concernaed, at least, the orphans won't
know anything about thghard times. The social
side lias been always a prominent feature of the
event. Iudeed, that was one of the objects
aimed at when the founders started the Emer-
ald in 18:30. The second article of the constito-
tion etates this in the following words:

Second. To secure s pleasant meeting place,
where contidence and intimacy will be promoted
under morul influences; to improve the mind; tn
brigiten the hebitual intercourse of dmli lifo
by muotual communinge: to establish, in brief,
bonds of unity, harmony and cordiality among
all its mem bers.

That this end has been Lept constantly in view
i8 clearly demonstrated by the enjoyment sl
satisfaction given in the fifty-four annual enter-
tainments already held under its auspicos.

Althoughk professing no racizl exclusiveness,
the nams of the associntion, as well as the gen-
eral run of its membership indicates the Hiber-
pian tendeney of its tone and makes a passing
glance at the Irish colony in Brooklyn of present
interest. The Brooklyn Catholic Historieal so-
ciety has beon industriously delving into the
mnusty records of the past for the name of the first



Catholie astiler in BDrooklyn, but the serrch has
not boen satistactory. It might also have disclosed
wno was the first Irisbman here, bat quest is still
being made. The Arst Irish immigrants eame to
America in'1643. They were the war slaves sent
out by Cromwsll atter his devastation of the
Irish provinces. It isrcaloulated thatno less than
0,400 Irish men antl women were thus trons-
ported in four years to the British colonies here.
After this ther kapt drifting ont nntil in 177172
it is caleulatod that the immigration amounted
to 17.350. That the ubiguitous Celt would be
attracted to the fair shores of Long Island seeins
plaosible until we remember how entirely Dutch
averythingz about here then wad andd how uncen-
genisl such surroundings would be to him. But
even that did no; prove a bar, for in the old
graveyard of the Schenek family, who kept one
of the tide mills in the villagoe of Bushwicl, thern
wag & tombstone tihat recordsd that John
O'Neall died on May 28. 1816, aged 64 years, and
thut Lo was the husgband of Elizabeth, daoghter
of Teanis and Catharine Scehenck. It was only
after the revolation, howevoer, that the Irish
colony caome 1o be in evidence as o com-
ponent part of Brooklyn’s loeal life. We have
nothing to show who loented hera iirst, hut
many of the old Irish-American families
can trace back for a century. James Fureyr,
for instance, ind his brother DRobert come out
from the County Donegal in 1798 and settled in
Brooklyn not long after. Other Irish names crop
ont in local history of the latter years of the lust
century of men whose grandehildren are well
known inonr own time. Henry Dawson., who keps
the ferry at the fuot of Fualton street from 1780
to 1808, war born in Dublin. He came here in
1780 and married a Miss Coombs of Jamnien,
L.L He wos of good family and kept his pack of
hounds and stable of Lunters as his wocestors
had done in Ireland. The grandfather of Henry
C. Murplhy was Timothy Muoarphy, o native born
Irishmnan, who emierated here in 1706.



The Methodist church in EBrooklyn owes much
to the wvenerable Robert Snmow, & native born
Irishman, who emigrated here in 1784. He was
the fonnder of the first Brooklyn Sunday school,
the first president of the Approntices’ library
and o man who, in every reistion with his fel,
lows during a long and busy career. elways lived
up to the letter and spirit of his favorite maxim:
“Endeavor to lenve the world better than you
found it.” The first mayor of Brooklyn, George
Hull, was the son of an Irishman It i3 a
curious fuct that he was afterward made the
candidate, in 1854, for the same office by those
politiea]l fanaties. the Enow Nothings. One of
the canipoign arguments used against him was
the ussertion that he was born in Ireland. and he
huad to prova that altbough his parents came
from the County Wexford he himself was born
in ¥ew York. He seems to have been a sort of
political paradox. In early life he was noted for
convivial habits and the skill with which he
conld sing that Irish Bachunalian revel, “The
Cruislceen Lawn." In 1833 he was clected presi-
dent of the village in & closely contested election
on o platform that promised to exelude hogs
from the streets snd shut up unlicensed rum
shops. In 1844 lie was defeated as a temperance
candidate for mayor. When the villuge did shake
off its Duteh lathargy the Irishmsan came ot onea
to the front and, it is hardly necessary to add, has

been there aver since. .
The first Irish organization in Brooklyn was

the Erin Fraternad association, stortoed, it secmns,
by George 8. Wise. jr.. and George L. Bireh in
1823, ‘Wise wae n purser in the navy yard and
born of Irish parents in Virginia. He came to
Brooklrn in 1812 and from that time till his
death, i 1824, he wis one of the leadsrs in
avervthing that wont on in the village. He was
president of the first board of trustees of the
Boman Catholic society that built 5t. James
echurch in Jay street.

George L. Birch was & Methodist, born in the
city of Limerick, Ireland, on August 15, 1787,
Ho landed in New York in 1798 and in oarly man-
hood was the friend of that other noted Irishman,
Pater Mooney, who. under Aasron Durr's inspira-
tion, founded the Tammany society. Bireh be.
eaine associated with Mayor Noah in the man-
agement of the Democratic organ of that
time in New York, the Nationa! Advecate, and



in the conrse of theug political rows thet went
on in those days pretty muieh as they do now he
was sent over here to Broolklyn to start a rival
paper to Alden Spooner's Long Istaend Star. This
he enlled the Patriol, issuing the first pumber on
March 7, 1821. The editorial ecompliments
passed betwoen the two malke wery lively read.
ing even now., On Decomber 21, 1821, he was
mude postmaster of Brooklyn and held the ofiice
for four years. He wus prominent in tha fire
department and started a branch of the Tum-
many society on this side of the river, which
paraded in honor of Perry's vietory on Lake
Eris on September 10, 1823. He waa also prom-
inent In the organization of the Apprentices’
library. He was the chief in faect of the local
Demoeracy who swore by Andrew Jackson and
believed in the theory that to the victors belong
the spoils, and iz sll the other unregenerate doc-
trines tauirht by dMartin Van Buren.

The Erin Fraternnl sassociation was intended
mainly to celebrate 5t Patrick’s day in the time
honored way. So dearto the sons of St. Patriel.
It was evidently ulocal rival to the New York body
of similar putriotic purpose, the Friendly Sons of
$t. Patrick, & socioty patterned after the Philadel-
phin organization of like nameand revolutionary
renown. George Wise was the first president and
Birch was the secretary. The composition of the
membership wus on entirely non-sectarian linea,
Iiobert Snow was the suceassor to Wise in 1824,
sned among the many names on the roll may be
noted those of Peter Uarner, Willism Tureell,
Georgoe Hall, Eugene Farnam, Thomas Kirk,
Thomes &5, Brady. E. Powell and others. The
gociety met in rooms et the corner of Main and
James strects, and at other times in Maxwell's
grammar school in Main street.  On 5t. Patriek's
day they marched in a body to St. Jemes' chiureh,
and heard mass and o sermon and then went to
Du Floa's Military gerden, where the dinnor was
served. The society was chartered in 1535 and
lasted for o few reurs after.



In 1841 o rival appeare in the Shamrock ie-
nevolent society sndin 1547 the Emmet Benevo.
lent society was founded. The latter was char-
terad in May 1849, Neither seoms to have made
any very definito impression on the local records.

The Emerald association whieh was started on
Jnnnury 12, 1830, had almost an entirely Irish
membership, but the stated purpose of its being
Wi

*This associntion shall give an annual ball for
the benefit of the orphans in the Roman Catho-
lic orphan asylums of the City of Brooklyn, the
net procesds of which shall ba paid over to the
treasurer of said institutions at sueh a time or
times as the board of directors of this associn-
tion may direct.”

This aliminated the patriotic element {rom tho
society, but it wae soon supplied. On the evening
nf February 5. 3830, the last meeting of the sea-
aonn of the Emncrald associstion was held at Jabn
Sweeney's hatel, corner of Columbin stroet and
Atlantic avenue, After this meetinr adiourned
the following, all members of the Emerald, reor-
ganized into another meeting and then and there

founded that other Brooklyn institution. the 8t.
Patrick society: John Sweeney. Joseph Regan,
James Gallway, Michael Nevin, James Bonnett,
Daniel M. Xelly, Patrick Lynch, Thomas Mullie
aan, John K. S8hanley, Dr. Joseph P. Colgan,
Charles Harvey, Charles Reilley, John O°'Mahony,
John L. Doyle, Charleds Byrues, John Hinechy,
Michael Cunmningbam and John O'Rourke, Of
these founders only one now ~survives, Mr.

John I. Dorxle. He is still hale and Learty

and bids fair to celebrate many another 8t, Pate
riclk'r day. At thiz moeting John Sweeney pre-
sided and John O'Mahoney acted as secretary
The starting of the socisty was determined apon
by the holiling of o dioner on the following 8.
Patrick's day. The formal meeting of organizae
tion was held on February 11. 1850, at Dominio
Colgan’s Englo hotol, in Fulton street. Joseph
Rogan presided and these first officers of tho so.
ciety were elected; President. John O'Mahoney:
firat vice president, Charles Harvey: second vice
president, Jamos Bennott: secretary. John
O'Hourke: assistant secretary, John L. Dorle:
treasurer, James Gallwany; chaplain, Rev. James
MeDonough, pastor of St. James® ekurch. The
gpirit of the founders and intention was eme
bodied in the preamble to the constitution,
which ran as follows:
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“Participating in the nniversal fesling of hu.
mnnity which inspires all men with o love of
their native land, and which seems ina particu-
lar manner common to the Irish ruce, and to
nourish, stronztben and perpetuate that beautis
ful sentiment as well as to draw closer those
bonds of friendship and brotherhood which
ghould invite tho children of Ireland in a dige
tant land, weo whose names are hereunto aflixed
form ourselves into an associated body, and ree
solve to be governed by thoe following constitue
tinn and bylaws':

The constitution states that the main object of
the society shall be to colebrate in a proper and
beeoming manner by a publie dinnsr each recur-
ring anniversary of 8t. Pacriclk's day. Other ob«
jocts of o useful and elevating character may be
iustitated by the society wherever it is deemed
expedient.

Section 3. Any person of Irish birth or descent
of good morsal charncter shall -be eligible tor
melnbdorship. Persons of other nationalities may

bo admitod members by o three-fourths vote af
the members present.

Section 4—article IT. No sabject of a religions
or poiiticnl eharacter shall be permittﬁd to ba
thscnswi in the soeiety. All questions, however,
havin eering on tha freedom and prosperity
af Imhnul shall bo legitimato zsuhjechs of discuse
slom.

Tt was first proposed that the president should
ba a native born Irishman, but this restrictionm
wns subsequently done away with. After the
firat dinner, which was given on Monday, March
15—3¢, Patriek’s doy falling on Boanday—in old
Montagme hall, at the corner of Court and Mon-
tague streets. the St. Patrick society become and
atill flourishes, o permanent fixture in Brooklyn's
socinl life. It would hrrdly be an extravagant
estimate to say that more than helf the present
population of Brooklyn have Irish blood in their
veins.
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