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ANCI ENT GREECE

EXT: MOUNTAI NS BEHI ND HERCULES' HOUSE (LATE AFTERNOON) 1

DI ANA and CLARK materialize. ARES isn't with them DI ANA
mutters her line in a surprising tone.

DI ANA
It worked.

Monent ary pause. DI ANA puts her hands in her pockets. She is
checking to make sure the two itens she brought with her are
in there. They are. One itemis THE CHRONI CLE, the other we
wi Il |earn about soon enough. CLARK | ooks around, trying to
find ARES. He can’t see him anywhere.

CLARK
Mom where's Ares?

DI ANA doesn’t seemthe | east bit concerned.

DI ANA
| don’t know. Depends what he was
t hi nking of while we were reciting
The. ..

CLARK | ooks at her in shock and di sbeli ef.

CLARK
VWhat ? You never said...

DI ANA | ooks at CLARK with a raised eyebrow.

DI ANA
Didn't 17?

CLARK
No you. .

CLARK t hinks he has figured it out.

CLARK
You planned this, didn't you?

Morment ary pause. DI ANA doesn’t answer. CLARK knows he’s
right. But why is he with her? He wasn’t thinking anything
whil e they were chanting. Was he?

CLARK

Wait, why am|l here? | don’t think
| was thinking..
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DI ANA
You' re here, because | pictured you
here with ne.

CLARK
Oh.

Monent ary pause. CLARK | ooks around.

CLARK
Wiy here? What’'s so speci al
about . ..

DI ANA
Come on.

DI ANA starts to head down the slope. CLARK foll ows.

DI ANA
There’s soneone | want you to neet.

CLARK rai ses an eyebrow in curiosity.

CLARK
Meet ?
(beat)
Who?
DI ANA
You' I | see.
They head down.
CONTI NUE TGO
HI LLSI DE 2

After a few noments, CLARK addresses DI ANA
CLARK
Wiy are we wal king down this hill?
Wuldn't it be easier if we just...
DI ANA turns and gives hima | ook.
CLARK
Ckay. Sorry | asked. Walking' s
good.
They conti nue down the hill side.

JUMP TGO



ELSEWHERE: WARRI OR' S CAMP 3

Sol diers are sparring with each other, practicing. Two nmen
are talking, the | eader and the second in command.

LEADER
Tonmorrow i s the day. The day we
have waited for. May Ares be on our
si de.

SECOND
Ares has al ways been on our side.

As soon as the line is spoken, ARES naterializes in the

m ddl e of the canp. He | ooks totally confused. He wonders
where DI ANA and CLARK are. Wiy are they not here? D d
somet hing go wong? All the soldiers stop and | ook at him
The | eader | ooks surprised and happy to see him

LEADER
Ar es!

The | eader addresses his nen.

LEADER
Men, let this be a sign. Ares has
graced us with his presence, on
this the eve our greatest battle.

The nmen chant ARES nane.

VEN
Ares! Ares! Ares!

ARES wal ks anong the warriors, loving the praise he is
getting. For the nmonment all other thoughts are gone fromhis
m nd. He basks in the praise of this band of warriors.

JUWP TGO
HERCULES' PLACE - FRONT YARD 4

HERCULES and METHOS are standing in the yard, talking.
METHOS is setting off.

VETHOS
My |ife has changed so nmuch since
|ast | seen you. |’ d heard about
D ana, and what Hera did. I...
(beat)

| came to see if needed anyt hing.
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HERCULES
Thank you. She’s only been gone two
nmont hs, yet it seens |ike forever.
| don’t know what to do. Sonetines
| just...

METHOS
Tinme heals all wounds, Hercules. In
time you will be able to go on.
Just give it tine.

HERCULES
Time. That’s so easy to say, but...
METHOS
| know. Easier said than done.
HERCULES
Ri ght .
METHOS
It’s getting late, | ought to be
going. I'll stop by next time I'm
t hr ough.
HERCULES
Bye, Met hos.
METHOS

Bye, ny friend.

METHCS wal ks of f. HERCULES heads back to the house. CANMERA
PANS of f to the side.

PAN TO.
SI DE OF HOUSE 5

DI ANA and CLARK are approachi ng. DI ANA spots METHCS | eavi ng
and stops. CLARK stops too.

DI ANA
Met hos! Thank the gods he’s..

CLARK | ooks around with a rai sed eyebrow.

CLARK
Met hos?
(beat)
Wher e?
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DI ANA points. CLARK follows her finger. DI ANA takes
sonet hi ng out of her pocket. It is a small package. The
package has an LCD display on it. DIANA nutters the
following line to herself.

DI ANA
| hope this worked.

DI ANA waves her hand over the display, and a figure appears.
The figure is the nunber of seconds til February 25th, 2016
AD. (approx: 101, 236, 780, 800) CLARK | ooks at DI ANA and

noti ces the package.

CLARK
VWhat’' s that?

DI ANA
A nmessage. When | tell you, | want
you to find Methos and give this to
him Don’t tell himwho you are,
just tell himto keep it with him
till it reaches zero.

CLARK | ooks at her with a raised eyebrow.

CLARK
What ?

DI ANA
Just do it.

DI ANA holds it out. CLARK takes it.

CLARK
Yes, nother.

CLARK puts it in his pocket. They continue to the house.
CAMERA pans back to front of house.

PAN TO
FRONT OF HOUSE 6
HERCULES puts his hand on the door, about to open it, when
he hears soneone approaching. He turns around and sees a
woman, who | ooks |ike DI ANA wth sone guy, heading to the
house. The guy | ooks fam liar sonehow, but he can’'t figure
out how. HERCULES nutters the following Iine to hinself.

HERCULES
Diana? It can't be.

DI ANA smiles and yell s HERCULES nane.
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DI ANA
Herc!!

CLARK i s stunned.

CLARK
Her c?

DI ANA runs to HERCULES.

HERCULES
It is her? But how?

HERCULES goes to her. He picks her up, and sw ngs her
around. He kisses her. CLARK reaches them and stands,
wat ching, waiting for themto break it up. After a few
monments, they break the kiss.

DI ANA
Gods, how |I’'ve nissed you.

DI ANA hugs HERCULES tightly for a few nonments then breaks
the hug and | ooks at him

DI ANA
You can’t begin to understand how
|"ve longed to be in your arns,
feel your touch, 1...

CLARK rolls his eyes in an "oh pl ease" | ooKk.

HERCULES
|’mdream ng, right? This can’t be.
You. . .
DI ANA
You' re not dreaming. |'mreal
HERCULES
But how? You. ..
DI ANA

| wll explain everything | ater.
First, there is someone | want you
to neet.

DI ANA | ooks at CLARK. HERCULES | ooks at CLARK. HERCULES is
still getting an "I know hint feeling.

DI ANA
Clark, this is Hercules...

Monment ary pause. CLARK offers his hand. HERCULES goes to
take it.
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DI ANA
...your father. Herc, this is
Cl ark, your son.

Bot h HERCULES and CLARK get a | ook on their faces and say
their |ines simnultaneously.

HERCULES CLARK
My son? My fat her!

Monent ary pause. HERCULES is confused. He | ooks from CLARK
to DI ANA.

HERCULES
You’ ve only been gone two nonths,
D ana. He | ooks about. ..

DI ANA
When Hera sent ne back to the
future, she didn't know | was

pregnant. | didn’'t know I was
pr egnant .

(beat)
For years | tried to find a way
back.

CLARK gi ves DI ANA a | ook. He doesn’t renenber her trying
find a way back. Then again, she m ght not have said
anything to anyone if she was worki ng on one.

HERCULES
Year s?

DI ANA
Not hi ng worked. 1’d given up.

Monment ary pause. HERCULES is about to say sonething, but
DI ANA speaks before he can.

DI ANA
Then, a few days ago, | found the
answer. | found a way.

HERCULES | ooks at her with a rai sed eyebrow

HERCULES
Just how | ong have you been gone?

DI ANA
27 years.

HERCULES is stunned. For himit’'s only been two nonths.
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HERCULES
27 years? But... you don’t |ook a
day ol der then when..

DI ANA
Let’s go inside. | will explain
ever yt hi ng.

DI ANA gives CLARK a "now' | ook. CLARK nods and vani shes.
HERCULES i s stunned.

HERCULES
Where’d he... How d he..
DI ANA
Il will answer all your questions,

inside. But first...
DI ANA ki sses himand pulls himreal close.
JUWP TO
ROADVWAY 7

METHOS is wal king down the road, whistling. CLARK
materializes in front of him

METHOS
Who are you?

CLARK
Doesn’'t matter. This does.

CLARK offers himthe package. METHOS stares at it, not
knowi ng what it is.

METHOS
What is it?
CLARK
Al will be explained when the tine

conmes. The contents of the package
wi Il be expl ained when those
nunbers. ..

CLARK points to the LCD display on the package. METHOS has
never seen anything like it before.

CLARK
...reach zero. You nust keep it

wWth you at all tines. Never let it
out of your sight.

CLARK vani shes. METHOS stares at the package agai n.
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METHOS
| wonder what this is?

He | ooks to the spot where CLARK was standi ng.

METHOS
Who was that?
(beat)
Coul d he have been a..

METHOS | ooks back at the device. He notices the nunbers are
goi ng backwar ds.

MVETHOS
| wonder what this is counting down
to?
(beat)
Well, whatever it is, it’s a long
way away.

METHOS puts the device in his bag and continues on his way.
JUWP TO
2 MONTHS LATER

HERCULES PLACE - BACK YARD (2 MONTHS LATER) 8

DIANA is in the yard. Soneone materializes behind her. She
tenses, knowi ng who it is, and, w thout turning around,
addresses him

DI ANA
Ares, | was wondering when you'd
show up.

ARES, who has been approaching her since he arrived, reaches
her. He slips his arms around her waist, pulling her back
towards him as he whispers into her ear.

ARES
|’ ve mi ssed you

DI ANA gets out of his grasp and turns to him
DI ANA
If you' re here to ask ne to take
you back, the answer is no.
(beat)
" m not ready.

Monment ary pause. ARES is confused. He raises an eyebrow.
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ARES
Back? Wat. ..

DI ANA t hi nks he is playing ganes.

DI ANA
Don't play coy with me, Ares.
know you too well. | am not ready

tore...

She was about to say "return to the future" but stops. ARES
| ooks at her. He is still confused. He gets a strange
feeling fromher. Sonmething is different.

ARES
There’s sonething different about
you?

DI ANA
Different?

ARES
Yes. I'’mnot quite sure what it is,
but. ..

DI ANA
Nice try. Don't try to change the
subject. I'’mthe sanme Diana |’ ve

been for years. If you think...

ARES
You' re upset with ne. Wiy?

Monent ary pause. DI ANA | ooks at him

ARES
s it because | didn't cone by
sooner ?
(beat)

| woul d have you know, but the war
busi ness has been so busy |l ately.

Now it is DIANA's turn to be confused. She’'s not sure what
ARES is trying to pull

DI ANA
Sooner ?

ARES

| wanted to conme the second | heard
you were back. | wanted to..
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DI ANA
The second | was back? Ares, what
sort of game are you...

DI ANA stops as she realizes what is going on.

DI ANA
Oh ny god!

ARES
What ?

DI ANA
VWhen. .. When was the last tine you
saw ne?

ARES
5 nmont hs ago. The day nother sent
you hone.

DI ANA
The day | was sent...

ARES

Yes. 1'd spent all day | ooking for
you. | couldn't let you | eave
forever without telling you that...

(beat)
But | was too |late. You were being
dragged into the tinme-vortex as |
arrived.

ARES can tell fromthe | ook on her face, that sonething is
wWr ong.

ARES
Why? What is it? You seem.
concer ned?

DI ANA says the next few lines nore to herself then to ARES.
She sort of nutters, nunbles them ARES of course hears her,
but is confused. Their lines are said al nost simnultaneously.
He questions her statenents as she noves on to the next
portion of her |ine.
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DI ANA
(rmutter)
| never considered... Never
t hought . . .
(beat)
Wen we cane back, | forgot

that he’ d be here already.
...

(beat)
|”ve got to find him Warn
hi m

(beat)

(beat)
Di ana?
(beat)

12.

ARES
Consi dered what ?

We? ... Back? D ana, what

are you.
(beat)

Fi nd who? ...

(beat)

Warn who?

D ana, what are you...

| can’t let the two of them

nmeet. They can’t.

DI ANA turns to ARES. He has a bl ank
his face. Wth a nere thought,

ARES
How d she. .

ARES realizes what the "feeling"

was.

ARES

O course! That's what's different
about her. She’s been imortalized.
Soneone immortalized her. But wh
. It was going to

| wanted to do it
be ny gift to her

. Soneday. When

0?

she realized she bel onged with..

very confused, |ook on
DI ANA vani shes.

he was getting from her

ARES realizes he has just answered his own question.

ARES
Soneday. . .

He hears DIANA' s voice in his head.

DI ANA (VO
VWhen we cane back. .
ARES
That’'s what she neant. | did

imMmortalize her.
future. | brought
...

In the future
her back here.

He hears DIANA's voice in his head again.

Qur
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DI ANA (VO
...he’d be here already. I...
(beat)
|”ve got to find him Warn him
(beat)
| can’t let the two of them neet.
They can’t.

ARES
She was tal ki ng about ne. She’s
gone to warn the future ne that
there are two of us, but why?
ARES t hi nks about that for a few nonents, then vani shes.
JUWMP TO
| NT: ARES PLACE 9

DI ANA materializes. ARES is sitting in a chair. Wen she
arrives, he rises and approaches her. She heads toward him

ARES
D ana, ny sweet. Nice of you to
drop in.

DI ANA

W need to talk.
ARES npod changes. He appears to be upset, angry.

ARES
You bet we do.

DI ANA gives hima | ook. ARES starts to circle her.

ARES
Tell me, was it all a lie?

DI ANA
Was what a lie?

ARES
Were you really playing me for a
fool all those years?
DI ANA has no idea what he is tal ki ng about.

ARES
Did you ever really | ove ne?
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Monent ary
whi spers i

Moment ary

ARES runs

14.

DI ANA
What’ s gotten into you?

ARES
|’ve had a ot of tine to think
since we cane back

pause. ARES is behind her, he |eans over and
n her ear

ARES
| noticed how you went straight to
my little brother. Never once
called, or tried to find out if I
was okay.

pause. He continues circling her.

ARES
|’mhurt, D. Really hurt. | thought
| nmeant sonething to you. I...

DI ANA
|’msorry. | should have..

ARES

So, tell nme. Has nmy little brother

gotten tired of you already?
(beat)

O are you longing for nmy touch?

DI ANA
l’mnot in the nood for ganes,
Ares. W really need to talk.

ARES
You know I’ m al ways here for you.

his fingers though her hair.

ARES
You m ss nme, don’t you?
(beat)

Admt it. You want to go where only
|’ ve taken you. You...

DI ANA | ooks at him real serious.

DI ANA
" m serious Ares! W ve got a
pr obl em

ARES can tell she is serious.
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ARES
A probl en? What sort of problenf

DI ANA
When we returned here, there was
one thing I'd forgotten to take
i nto consi deration.

ARES
VWhich is?

DI ANA
You.

ARES

(1 augh)

Me?

DI ANA

Yes. You. You are fromthis tine.

You exist in the here and now.
(beat)

So, when | brought you, the future

you, here, there was already a you,

t he present you, here.

ARES
Are you saying that there are..

DI ANA
Yes. There are currently two of
you, here, now.

ARES
Well, that explains it. | was
wonderi ng why people were clai mng
| was places | wasn't.

DI ANA
Damm it, Ares! Listen to ne.

ARES doesn’t understand what the big deal is.

ARES
D ana, ny dear, | don't see the
probl em They say two are better
t han one.

DI ANA

No. No. Not in this case. Ares,
you... you don’t understand.
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ARES
Under st and what ? Enli ghten ne. Wy
is this a...
DI ANA
Tenpor al Physi cs.
ARES
What ?
Moment ary pause.
DI ANA

The basic rule of tenporal physics
states that, the sanme matter can
not occupy the sane space at the
same tine.

ARES | ooks totally confused.

ARES
Whi ch nmeans, what, exactly?

DI ANA
You and he can never be in the
exact sanme spot at the exact sane
tine.

ARES
O kay. Then we won't be.

DI ANA
How can you be sure?

Monent ary pause. ARES puts his hands on her shoul ders.

ARES
D ana, cal m down. Wat’'s the wor st
t hat coul d happen?

DI ANA
I f you should touch him..

DI ANA pauses, not wanting to think of the result. ARES
pronpts her to continue.

ARES
If | should touch him..

DIANA can’'t do it. She can't bring herself to say it.
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Moment ary

Moment ary

That gets

17.

ARES
What ? What woul d happen?
(beat)
D ana, what?

pause.

DI ANA
You. .. You...
(beat)
You woul d. .

pause.

ARES
Woul d what ?

DI ANA
Cease to exist.

his attention. That sounds real bad.

ARES
Cease to exist?

DI ANA
Yes. Both of you.

ARES t akes a deep breath.

ARES
Then we will never neet. Sinple.
DI ANA
You forget how well | know you
Bot h of you. Neither of your egos
wll let the other |ive. One day
you wi Il confront each other.
ARES
So?
DI ANA

When you fight him.. Don’t touch
him Use your sword, your powers,
anyt hi ng. But never physically
touch him

ARES
Diana, | think you are...
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DI ANA
Ares, please. Trust ne. | know what
" mtal ki ng about.

Monent ary pause. ARES wonders if he could have been w ong.
DIANA is acting like she truly cares. Maybe it wasn’'t all an
act. Maybe it was real.

ARES
Vell, maybe | was w ong.
DI ANA i s confused.
DI ANA
W ong about what?
ARES
You.
DI ANA
Me?
ARES
You really do care, don't you.
You. . .
DI ANA

O course | do. Don't ever doubt
it.

ARES raises a hand to the side of her face. Their eyes | ock.
He ki sses her. After a few seconds they break the kiss and
she | ooks at him

DI ANA
Prom se ne, okay? Just prom se ne,
t hat when you neet. ..

ARES
If we neet.

DI ANA
When you neet, you will take ny
advi ce?

ARES
No touching. Got it.

DI ANA
Prom se.
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ARES
| prom se.

DI ANA
You nean it, right? You' re not just
hunori ng ne?

ARES
| said, | prom se.
ARES | ooks at her.
ARES

I f you know ne as well as you
claim then you know I don’t want
to die. Not after all...

DI ANA
Okay. | believe you.

Monment ary pause. ARES | ooks at her. He wants her. He wants
to just take her in his arns and make | ove to her. She
notices the look in his eye. Part of her would love to stay
and have himtake her as only he can. But the other part
wants to get out of there before it is too |late.

DI ANA
|’ve got to get back, so... Be
careful, okay?
ARES
O course.
Monment ary pause.
DI ANA
Bye.
ARES
Bye.

DI ANA vani shes. ARES stares at the spot where she was for a
few nonents, then | ooks around.

ARES
Two of ne, eh?

ARES paces the room
ARES
Hmm If | renenber correctly, |

was pretty hot headed and full of
mysel f now.
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(beat)
| should easily be able to defeat
nyself. 1’11 know every nove he's
about to nmake, before he nmakes it.
(beat)
This will be far too easy. |’'IIl put
out the word that there is an
i mpostor. A ruthless god, claimng
to be ne. A god out for revenge.
"Il say he is a good inpostor,
because he not only | ooks |ike ne,
but he knows everything about ne.
There will be no way to tell he

isn"t ne. I'll have ny best nen
hunt hi m down.
(beat)

But I’"mgoing to need a way for
themto know that they have found
t he fake.

(beat) (t hi nk)
How to do it. How. ..

(beat)
Maybe a phrase, or a password.
Somet hi ng he doesn’t know.
Somet hi ng. .

DI SCORD and STRIFE materialize in the room They are
surprised to see ARES here.

STRI FE
How d you... What are you..

ARES turns and zaps STRIFE, sending himacross the room
STRI FE | ands and | ooks at ARES.

STRI FE
VWhat was that for?

ARES | ooks at himwith a rai sed eyebrow.
ARES
Do | need a reason? Your very being
here i s reason enough.

DI SCORD can tell that something is on her brother’s m nd.
STRI FE pi cks hinsel f up and heads back to DI SCORD

DI SCORD
What is it, brother? What has you
SO. .

ARES decides to test his plan on these two.
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ARES
There is an inpostor out there.

STRI FE
An i npostor?

ARES
Yes. An evil, manipul ative god, who
is claimng to be ne. He even | ooks
i ke ne.

DI SCORD

Vel |l that explains why we thought
you were in Argos.

ARES | ooks at her with a rai sed eyebrow.

ARES
Argos? Way would I...

STRI FE
Who is he, Uncle? What are you
pl anning to do to hinf How can...

ARES turns to him and sends himflying across the room
agai n.

ARES
I m t hi nki ng.

DI SCORD goes to ARES. She massages his shoul ders. STRI FE
pi cks hinmsel f up and brushes hinsel f off.

DI SCORD
You're so tense, brother, dear.
Rel ax. Let ne help you take your
mnd off...

ARES
Thanks sis, but...

ARES renmoves her hands from him

ARES
...no thanks. | need a pl an.
DI SCORD

Can we hel p?

ARES
This guy is too perfect. He knows
everything about ne. If you net
him you' d never know he wasn’t ne.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 22.

DI SCORD
That's i npossi ble. No one is that
good.

ARES
Oh really.

ARES turns to STRIFE, who has just reached them

ARES
Strife! Go to him Go see him Then
come back and explain to..

ARES | ooks at DI SCORD

ARES
...Discord here, just how perfect
he is.

STRI FE

Wiy nme, Unc? Can't...
ARES turns and glares at STRI FE

ARES
That wasn’t a request.
(beat)
Do it!
STRI FE

Yes, Uncl e.

STRI FE vani shes. DI SCORD returns to nmassagi ng ARES. This
time he doesn’t stop her.

DI SCORD
Must you be so hard on hinf?
ARES
Sis, he’s an accident waiting to
happen.
DI SCORD
But . ..
ARES

He never gets anything right.
DI SCORD

He’s just a kid, brother dear. G ve
himtime. He'll get better.
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ARES
Ha. Don't count on it.

ARES is beginning to relax under DI SCORD s touch.

ARES
Oh, that feels good.

DI SCORD sm | es. ARES cl oses his eyes.

ARES
You do have magic fingers, sis.
"1l give you that.

DI SCORD
Thanks.

ARES
|’ve m ssed them

DI SCORD rai ses an eyebrow. She wonders what he neant by
that. She continues to help her brother |oosen up. After a
few nmonments, STRIFE returns. ARES senses himarrive, and
makes DI SCORD stop. She | ooks ticked. She was enjoying
hersel f. Really enjoying herself. STRI FE | ooks scar ed,

conf used.

ARES
Vel | ?

STRI FE

You were right, Uncle. He knows
everyt hi ng about you. Everything.

(beat)
He even got suspicious as to why |
was asking so many questions. "Wy
the trip down nenory |ane," he
sai d.

ARES
What did you tell hinf

STRI FE
| told himthat | admred him and
only wanted to be like him and...

ARES zaps STRIFE and sends himflying. STRIFE starts
| aughi ng. DI SCORD and ARES | ook at him

ARES
What’ s so funny?
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STRI FE
He did the sane thing.

ARES rai ses an eyebrow at STRI FE

ARES
VWhat ?

STRI FE
He zapped ne, just l|ike you did,
and told ne to get | ost.

ARES turns to DI SCORD. STRIFE rises fromthe ground and
heads over to them

ARES
What should I do, sis? For al
intents and purposes he could be
nme?

STRI FE t hi nks of sonet hi ng.

STRI FE
Wait. ..

ARES turns to STRIFE. DI SCORD | ooks at STRI FE. STRI FE | ooks
at ARES, scrutinizing him

STRI FE
How do we know that you re not the
i npostor. How. ..

ARES raises his armand zaps STRIFE up against the wall.
But, instead of dropping him he holds himthere. STRI FE
starts to struggle, gasping for air.

ARES
If I was the inpostor, you think
|’d be standing here talking to

you?
(beat)
| amthe God of War!!
(beat)
| have better things to do! | don’t
need to waste tinme talking to you.
STRI FE
l.
DI SCORD

Ares, put hi mdown.

ARES turns to her, and glares at her.
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ARES
Wy ?

Monment ary pause. DI SCORD | ooks from ARES to STRI FE

ARES
G ve ne one good reason

DI SCORD | ooks at ARES.

DI SCORD
Because |’ m asking you to.

ARES
Not good enough, sis.

Monent ary pause. ARES | ooks back at STRIFE, who is dangling
in the air.

ARES
Last time | watched him
sel f-destruct.
(beat)
This time |’ mnot gonna go easy on
him He has to learn, sis. He has
to, or he will be dooned to..

DI SCORD t hi nks of a reason that she knows ARES will have to
obey.

DI SCORD
Father forbids it.

At the nention of Zeus, ARES glares at her, hard.

ARES
Fat her? Don’t you dare bring Zeus
into this, sis. He doesn’t care
about any of us.

DI SCORD
Thi nk of what will happen if...

ARES
Ugh! ! !

ARES drops STRIFE. ARES | ooks at DI SCORD. ARES nutters the
follow ng |ine.

ARES
(rmutter)
Sonmetines it’'s hard to believe
we're tw ns.
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DI SCORD gi ves ARES a | ook, and then goes to STRI FE. ARES
wat ches DI SCORD go to STRIFE. ARES nutters the foll ow ng
['ine.

ARES

He may be your son, sis, but you
have to stop nothering him

ARES returns to his throne. Mnentary pause. STRIFE conposes
hi msel f, and DI SCORD makes sure he is okay. Once she knows
he is okay, she teleports over to ARES side.
DI SCORD
So, what’s the plan, brother. How
do we. ..
ARES doesn’t | ook at her. He just says his |ine.

ARES
I’ mthinking. |’mthinking.

ARES goes into think node.
JUWP TGO
10 MONTHS LATER

| NT: HERCULES PLACE - KI TCHEN 10

DI ANA and HERCULES are finishing |unch, when there is a
knock on the door. HERCULES rises fromhis chair.

HERCULES
"1l get it.

HERCULES exits the kitchen.

CONTI NUE TO
FRONT HALL 11
HERCULES heads to the front door.

CONTI NUE TGO
FRONT DOOR 12

HERCULES opens the door. There is a man standing there. The
man | ooks |ike a royal servant page.

MAN
Message for Hercul es.
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HERCULES
| ” m Her cul es.

The man hands a piece of parchnent to HERCULES. HERCULES
takes it.

HERCULES
Thanks.

The messenger smles and runs off. HERCULES cl oses the door.
CONTI NUE TO:
FRONT HALL 13

DI ANA i s now behi nd HERCULES, | eaning agai nst the wall.
HERCULES unrol |'s the parchnent.

DI ANA
VWho' s it fronf

HERCULES
| phi cl es and Rena.

Monment ary pause. HERCULES starts to read the letter

DI ANA
Real | y? What does it say?

HERCULES
It’s an invitation to an
anni versary festival.

DI ANA
Anni versary Festival ?

HERCULES
Yeah.

DI ANA
When?

HERCULES | ooks at her.

HERCULES
10 days.

DI ANA

10 days?!'?! That’s not a long tine.
It’s 3 days to Corinth, right?

( CONTI NUED)
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HERCULES
Ri ght.

DI ANA
That | eaves us with just 7 days to
get ready.

HERCULES
Ready? Wh. ..

H s conment/reply is cut off as she vani shes.

HERCULES
D... | hate it when she does that.

He is about to go back to the kitchen, when there is another
knock on the door. He turns and goes back to the door.

CONTI NUE TO
FRONT DOOR 14

HERCULES opens the door. It’s IOLAUS. | OLAUS has a bag at
his feet. He is in a good nood. He is smling fromear to
ear and rubbi ng his hands together. Wen the door opens,

| OLAUS wal ks straight in, |leaving the bag on the outside of
t he door. HERCULES wonders what has put I OLAUS in such a
nood. | OLAUS | ooks at HERCULES as HERCULES cl oses the door.

| OLAUS
So, you ready?

HERCULES | ooks at himwi th a raised eyebrow, and says |ine
as he passes him

HERCULES
Ready?

CONTI NUE TO
FRONT HALL 15

HERCULES heads to living room | COLAUS thinks HERCULES is
ki ddi ng and sorta |l aughs as he follows him

| OLAUS
You're such a ki dder

HERCULES
O kay.

CONTI NUE TO
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16 LI VI NG ROOM 16

| OLAUS realizes that HERCULES isn’t kidding.

| OLAUS
You' ve forgotten. You ve really
forgotten. | don’t believe this.
W’ ve been planning this for
nont hs.

HERCULES
Pl anni ng what ?

| OLAUS
Attica.

HERCULES
Attica?

| OLAUS gi ves HERCULES a | ook.

| OLAUS
The festival.

HERCULES r enenbers.

Moment ary

HERCULES
Has it been a year already?
| OLAUS
Yes. The last tinme we were in
Attica, was just after... well,
just after... you know.
HERCULES
Yeah. Just after Diana left.
(beat)

| can’t believe they’ ve been back
for alnost a year.

| OLAUS
Renmenber all the fun you had | ast
year, despite everything?

pause. HERCULES sm | es, renenbering.

HERCULES
Yeah.

| OLAUS

Just think of all the fun you'l
have this year with D ana?
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HERCULES i s about to say sonething, when DI ANA wal ks into
t he room

DI ANA
Did | hear ny nane?

| OLAUS, still in an extrenely good nood, goes to her, picks
her up, and sw ngs her around.

DI ANA
| ol aus! Put ne down!

| OLAUS puts her down. He is still grinning for ear to ear.
DI ANA
You | ook lIike the cat that just
swal | oned t he canary.

| OLAUS doesn’t get the reference.

| OLAUS
What ?
DI ANA
It’s a saying. It neans... \Wat has

you in such a good npod?

| OLAUS
The Annual Attican Festi val.

DI ANA | ooks at himw th a rai sed eyebrow.

DI ANA
Oh?
| OLAUS
Herc and | have been planning this
since... well, since |last year’s
festival.
DI ANA
When does it start?
| OLAUS
4 days.
DI ANA
4 days?
| OLAUS

Yes. And it will take 3 and 1/2 to
get there so we better get going.
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DI ANA
3 and 1/2?

DI ANA | ooks at HERCULES. She says her next line in a
guestioningly tone.

DI ANA
Can we do both?

HERCULES and | OLAUS say their lines simnultaneously.

HERCULES | OLAUS
Sur e. Bot h?

DI ANA addr esses HERCULES.

DI ANA
But it’ll be cutting it close won't
it?

HERCULES
Not really.

HERCULES does a qui ck nental cal cul ation.

HERCULES
3 and 1/2 days travel, 2 and 1/2
days there, that’s 6 days. Then 3
days to Corinth. W still have a
day to spare.

DI ANA
Gee, a whol e day.

| OLAUS wonders what’s going on in Corinth in 10 days.

| OLAUS
Corinth?
(beat)
What’ s going on in Corinth?
HERCULES
| phicles is having an Anniversary
Festival. It starts in 10 days.
| OLAUS
Onh.
HERCULES

We just got the invitation a few
m nut es ago.
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32.

| OLAUS renmenbers he saw sonme guy running away fromthe house

as he was comi ng up

| OLAUS
So. Come on guys, grab your stuff.
Let’s go. There's a boat | eaving at
m dday tonorrow. If we miss it,
it’s a long wal k.

HERCULES
Yeah, but the travel tinme is
roughly the sane.

| OLAUS
Come on.

HERCULES points to the door.

HERCULES
After you.

| OLAUS
Aren’t you bringing anyt hi ng?

HERCULES puts his arm around DI ANA.

HERCULES
| have all | need right here.

| OLAUS gi ves HERCULES an "okay" |ook. | OLAUS heads for the

door. HERCULES and DI ANA fol |l ow.

FRONT HALL

They walk to the front door.

FRONT DOOR
| OLAUS opens the door.

EXT: FRONT DOOR

CONTI NUE TGO

17

CONTI NUE TGO

18

CONTI NUE TGO

19

| OLAUS exits, picking up his bag. HERCULES and DI ANA exit.

HERCULES cl oses t he door.

CONTI NUE TO
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PATH FROM HOUSE TO ROAD 20

They head down path. | OLAUS stops and turns around. HERCULES
and DI ANA st op.

| OLAUS
Wait. What about C ark? Shoul d
we. . .

DI ANA
ark is...

DI ANA | ooks at HERCULES. HERCULES gives her an "I don’t know
where he is" |ook. DI ANA | ooks back at | QOLAUS.

DI ANA
... exploring.

| OLAUS
Expl ori ng?

DI ANA
Yeah.

| OLAUS
Shoul dn’t we | eave hima note or
somet hi ng?

DI ANA
He'll be fine.
| OLAUS
How wi I | he know where we are?
Morment ary pause.
DI ANA
He'll find ne if he needs ne.

DI ANA and HERCULES pass | OLAUS, who stares at them confused.
He doesn’t know that DI ANA and CLARK are gods. He al so
doesn’t know what happened to her when she returned to the
future or that she had in fact been there for 27 years

bef ore returni ng here.

| OLAUS
How?

DI ANA and HERCULES keep wal ki ng. | OLAUS pauses, then heads
after them
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| OLAUS
Quys? Conme on, how will he know
where we are? How will he be able
to find us? Quys?

| OLAUS catches up to them and they turn off the path and
onto the road.

CONTI NUE TQO
TI ME FLI ES MONTAGE 21

EXT: EN- ROUTE TO HARBOR - HERCULES, DI ANA, and | OLAUS wal k
to harbor.

HARBOR TOM - They rent a roomat the inn for the night.

EXT: NEXT DAY - They get up, have breakfast, and then head
for the dock. They get in line for the boat to Attica. They
board the boat and it sets sail for Attica.

BOAT - HERCULES and DI ANA take a noonlight stroll on the
deck. She points out constellations. He kisses her.

EXT: NEXT DAY - The boat has a 6-hour stopover in a |ocal
port to pick up supplies. The gang gets off the boat and
goes into town.

TOM - They eat and explore, then return to the boat.

BOAT - They continue on the voyage to Attica. The sun sets.
The sun rises on the third day of their voyage. The boat
docks in Attica at mdday of the third day. They di senbark.

ROAD TO ATTICA - They head to town.

ATTICA - They arrive in town. They go to one of the inns and
book two roons. There are posters all over town |isting
events for tonorrow. HERCULES and | CLAUS read the posters,
whil e DI ANA | ooks at the |ocal nerchants’ displays.

ROAD TO EATI NG ESTABLI SHMENT - They all head to a | oca
eating establishnment for dinner.

EATI NG ESTABLI SHMENT - They enter. The tables have benches
on both sides, no chairs. Three people can sit on each
bench. They head for a table. HERCULES and DI ANA sit on one
side, IOLAUS sits on the other. A waitress, brings drinks
and takes their order. They order. The food arrives. They
start to eat.

CONTI NUE TO
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EATI NG ESTABLI SHVENT 22

They are eating. | OLAUS happens to | ook up toward the door
as sone idiot conmes tunbling in. | OLAUS recogni zes the nman,
and nmutters his nane.

| OLAUS
Joxer ?

HERCULES | ooks to the guy who just fell in the door, and
t hen at | OLAUS.

HERCULES
You know hi nf?

| OLAUS
Vell. ..

| OLAUS stops tal king, as the door opens again and he notices
the two who follow himin. XENA and GABRI ELLE. HERCULES

| ooks back at the door. So does DI ANA. XENA and GABRI ELLE
spot them Well actually, GABRIELLE spots them and points
them out to XENA. GABRI ELLE waves. | OLAUS waves back.

GABRI ELLE whi spers sonething to XENA. XENA, GABRI ELLE, and
JOXER, head over. \Wen they reach the table, XENA addresses
DI ANA

XENA
Mnd if we join you?

DI ANA
Not at all.

XENA sits beside HERCULES. GABRI ELLE sits beside | OLAUS, and
JOXER sits beside GABRI ELLE. (Note: IOLAUS is across from

DI ANA, GABRI ELLE is across from HERCULES, and JOXER i s
across from XENA. ) JOXER has a difficult tinme sitting down,
and makes a |l ot of noise. XENA rolls her eyes, in a sort of
"just sit down" way, to JOXER Then XENA | ooks to DI ANA.

XENA
Vel cone back. Toris asked ne to say
hi if I saw you. He wanted to cone,
but. ..

DI ANA
How i s he?

XENA
Fi ne.
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DI ANA

And Pol ydor a?
XENA

She’ |l be four next nonth.
DI ANA

Four? I...

HERCULES junps in, trying to change the subject.

HERCULES
Who' s your friend, Xena?
XENA
Hi s nane is Joxer.
HERCULES
Joxer ?
XENA
Yes.
XENA | ooks at JOXER
XENA
Joxer. 1'd like you to neet ny

friends. This is Hercules, and..

JOXER is in awe. He can’'t believe he is sitting at the sane
tabl e as the great HERCULES.

JOXER
Hercul es? Ww Real ly! 1’ m eating
wi th Hercul es! Ww

XENA gi ves hima | ook.

XENA

Joxer.

JOXER shuts up

XENA

This is his girlfriend, D ana.
JOXER

Hi .
DI ANA

Hi .
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GABRI ELLE
And this guy, here, is lolaus. One
of the greatest sidekicks. Herc’'s

si deki ck.
JOXER
Hml know.
GABRI ELLE
Real | y? You two know each ot her?
JOXER
Well...
| OLAUS

Not really. W neet a while back. |
hel ped hi mout of a jam Not hing
really.

JOXER gives | OLAUS a "what?" | ook.

JOXER
Not hi ng? Are you crazy? If it
wasn’'t for you, 1’'d..

| OLAUS

Joxer. ..

| OLAUS gi ves hima hand across the neck ("cut") signal.
JOXER shuts up. Monentary pause.

GABRI ELLE
So, you guys here for the festival?
| OLAUS
Yep. You?
GABRI ELLE
O course.
(beat)
| told Xena she needed a few days
off. I nmean the world isn’'t going

to go to Tartarus if she takes a
few days off, right?

Monent ary pause. The table is silent.

GABRI ELLE
Ri ght ?

EVERYONE
Oh, sure, right.

( CONTI NUED)



23

24

CONTI NUED: 38.

GABRI ELLE
So, what are the plans?

Everyone takes turns | ooking at each other.
CONTI NUE TGO
TI ME FLI ES MONTAGE 23

They di scuss their plans, hang out for a while, and then
call it a night. They get up in the norning and neet for
breakfast. After breakfast they start to enjoy the festival.
There are nmagici ans, clowns, mnes, dancers, etc. HERCULES
and | OLAUS are two of the five judges in a MSS ATTI CA
pageant. DI ANA, XENA, GABRI ELLE and JOXER are in the

audi ence. The contest ends, and a beautiful young girl is
crowned the winner. There is a dance, GABRI ELLE asks | OLAUS
to dance. JOXER | ooks di sappoi nted but cheers up when M SS
ATTI CA asks himto dance.

CONTI NUE TGO
DANCE 24

DI ANA, HERCULES, and XENA are tal king, when all of a sudden
there are screans and JOXER is yelling. They all turn to
JOXER, who is getting up off the ground, waving his sword
ever so non-threateningly, at a flying, retreating, harpy.
HERCULES t hi nks he recogni zes the Harpy and nutters her
nane.

HERCULES
(beat)
Moedyssea?

XENA runs to JOXER JOXER | ooks at XENA. HERCULES, DI ANA,
GABRI ELLE, and | OLAUS reach JOXER

JOXER
W’ ve got to get her back, Xena.
XENA
Who?
JOXER
Mss Attica. That Harpy, stole Mss
Attica.

EVERYONE exchanges gl ances. XENA | ooks at HERCULES.
XENA

You nuttered sonething, a nane.
Moe. . .
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HERCULES

Moedyssea.
XENA

s that a person or a place?
HERCULES

Neither. That’'s the Harpy’'s nane.
GABRI ELLE

You know her?
HERCULES

Qur paths crossed. Once. A long

ti me ago.

JOXER tries to |l ook evil and nasty. He says the follow ng
line slyly.

JOXER
So, you know her lair then?

HERCULES gi ves XENA an "is he for real" |ook. XENA gives him
an "ignore it" | ook.

HERCULES
|f she hasn’'t noved. Yes.

| OLAUS
VWhere is it?

HERCULES
Mount Par nassus.

XENA, GABRI ELLE, JOXER, | OLAUS, and DI ANA all | ook at
HERCULES and say the |ine together.

XENA/ GABRI ELLE/ DI ANA/ JOXER/ | OLAUS
Mount Par nassus?

By now a crowd has gathered around them The crowd is
muttering anongst itself.

HERCULES

Yes.
| OLAUS

VWll, cone on Hercules, let’s go.
VI LLAGER #1

Hercul es, you ve got to hel p us.
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VI LLACGER #2

Pl ease, bring nmy baby back to ne.
VI LLACGER #3

Stop that dammed Har py!
VI LLAGER #4

Bring her back, Hercules. Bring her

back.
The villagers start a "bring her back" chant.

HERCULES
W will. Don't worry.

HERCULES | ooks to DI ANA.

HERCULES
"1l meet you in Corinth, okay?

XENA cocks an eyebrow, wondering what is going on in
Cori nt h.

DI ANA
But I can help. I...

HERCULES gi ves her a | ook.

HERCULES
No. You ve got to get to Corinth.

DI ANA i s about to say sonething, protest in sone way, but he
stops her.

HERCULES
At | east one of us should be there
when. . .

DI ANA smiles, and gives hima | ook.
DI ANA
You forget | can be in Corinth in a
heartbeat. Al | have to do is...
HERCULES rai ses his finger to her lips, shushing her. She
gives in. XENA raises her eyebrow again, this tinme wondering
just what DI ANA neant by "in a heartbeat."

DI ANA
kay. But, be careful.

HERCULES smi |l es at her and gives her a w nk.
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HERCULES
Al ways.

He ki sses her goodbye. After they break the kiss, DI ANA
| ooks at | OLAUS.

DI ANA
You t oo.

DI ANA | ooks at XENA, GABRI ELLE, and JOXER

DI ANA
Al'l of you.

| OLAUS, XENA, GABRI ELLE, and JOXER all | ook at DI ANA

XENA / GABRI ELLE / | OLAUS / JOXER
Ve wll.

They head out. GABRIELLE and | OLAUS are taking point, JOXER

follows a little bit back, and HERCULES and XENA pull up the
rear.

VI LLAGER #1
May the gods be with you.

VI LLACGER #2
May t he gods safely guide you and
bring you back.
DI ANA wat ches t hem head out.
CONTI NUE TO
EN- ROUTE TO ATTI CAN HARBOUR 25
GABRI ELLE and |1 OLAUS are still taking point, JOXER is still
alittle bit behind them and HERCULES and XENA are still
pulling up the rear.
XENA
What did she nean, she could be in
Corinth in a heartbeat?
Monment ary pause.

HERCULES
She's immortal.

XENA rai ses an eyebr ow.
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XENA
You nean she’s a goddess?

Monment ary pause. HERCULES doesn’t answer her.

XENA
How di d t hat happen? Wen did..

HERCULES st ops, and | ooks at XENA. XENA st ops.

HERCULES
Ask Ares.

XENA rai ses an eyebrow.

XENA
Ares?

HERCULES
But make sure you find the right
one or he won’'t know what you're
tal ki ng about.

XENA i s confused.

XENA
You’ ve | ost nme? Right one? What are
you. .

HERCULES
Forget it. | hardly understand it
nmysel f.

HERCULES starts wal ki ng agai n. XENA wat ches hi mwal k of f.
She tries to figure out what he neant. After a few nonents
she foll ows.

CONTI NUE TO:
TI ME FLI ES MONTAGE 26

EN- ROUTE TO ATTI CAN HARBOR - They wal k the rest of the way
to the harbor in silence.

ATTI CAN HARBOR - They reach the harbor and take the next
boat to Athens.

BOAT - This tine it is a non-stop, express trip. They get to
At hens in 3 days.

ATHENS - They di senbark and wal k off towards Munt
Par nassus.
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EN- ROUTE TO MOUNT PARNASSUS - They have an uneventful wal k
from At hens to Mount Parnassus. The wal k takes them 3 days.

CONTI NUE TO:
27 BASE OF MOUNT PARNASSUS 27
They are stopped. HERCULES poi nts up.

HERCULES
Her cave is about half way up the
sl ope.

HERCULES turns to the group.

HERCULES
Any rescue tactics?

JOXER tries to act like the mghty "have no fear" warrior
that he isn’t.

JOXER
Sure. Go up there. Walk in. Take
the girl. Leave. Sinple.

| OLAUS gives hima "no, not that sinple"” I|ook.

| OLAUS
Are you forgetting Medyssea?

JOXER
Oh right.

JOXER starts to act all tough again

JOXER
How I'd | ove to get nmy hands around
her neck and...

XENA
Joxer. Cet serious.

JOXER
Sorry, Xena. Sonetimes ny fierce
power and quest for violence gets
the better of nme, and I...

Everyone gives hima "shut-up" |ook. JOXER returns to acting
nor mal

JOXER
| know. Shut-up, Joxer

Monment ary pause.
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GABRI ELLE
What about if | go up and talk to
her. Reason with her. Ask her to
let the girl go.

XENA
There’ s no reasoning with a Harpy.

HERCULES
Actual ly, that’s not a bad idea.

XENA and | CLAUS give hima "Wat?" |ook. GABRIELLE gives him
an "It isn t?" |ook.

HERCULES
| say we let her go for it. Wat’s
t he worst that coul d happen?

XENA and | OLAUS are still giving himthe "are you crazy?"
| ook.
GABRI ELLE
Thank you, Hercules. | shall get
right onit.

GABRI ELLE turns and starts to walk to the nountai n.

HERCULES
Wi t .

GABRI ELLE stops and turns to him

HERCULES
Take Joxer with you. Just in case.

JOXER acts all tough, straightens his arnor, and heads to
GABRI ELLE. JOXER and GABRI ELLE head to the nountain. Once
they are out of earshot, HERCULES | ooks to XENA and | OLAUS
who are still giving himweird | ooks.

HERCULES
Now, here’s the plan. Wile

Moedyssea is listening to
Gabrielle..

HERCULES starts to tells themthe rest of the plan.
CONTI NUE TO



28

29

45.

TI ME FLI ES MONTAGE 28

HERCULES, | OLAUS, and XENA, sneak into the cave via the back
door. While GABRIELLE is taking to Mdedyssea, HERCULES et al
rescue MSS ATTICA and exit the cave via the back door. They
make their way quietly back to the base of the nountain.

CONTI NUE TO

BASE OF MOUNTAI N 29
HERCULES, | OLAUS, M SS ATTI CA, and XENA, reach the bottom

HERCULES
| ol aus, you better take M ss Attica
here, back hone. Get a nove on.
Gabrielle can really talk a person
to death, but Medyssea won't
listen to her nmuch | onger.

| OLAUS
Ri ght .

| OLAUS turns to M SS ATTI CA

| OLAUS
Come on.

M SS ATTI CA goes to HERCULES and ki sses himon the cheek.

M SS ATTI CA
Thank you.

M SS ATTI CA goes to I OLAUS and they | eave. XENA | ooks to
HERCULES.

XENA
And you, don’t you have to be in
Cori nt h?

HERCULES
Yes. But a few nbre m nutes won't
mat t er.

Silence. A very awkward, uneasy, silence.

XENA
| hear Diana canme back with a grown
son. Your son.

HERCULES
Yes she did.

( CONTI NUED)
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XENA
What’' s he |ike?
HERCULES
Clark? ... He's great.

Monent ary pause. XENA has a question to ask, but is not
quite sure how to bring the subject up

XENA
You, um you nentioned Ares
earlier.

HERCULES
Yes | did.

XENA

What did you nean?

HERCULES doesn’t answer. XENA gets the feeling that there is
nmore goi ng on between Ares and D ana then she knows.

XENA
What exactly is Diana’s
relationship with Ares?

HERCULES | ooks at her.

HERCULES
Jeal ous?

XENA
What ?

HERCULES
Sorry. | didn’t nean that.
(beat)
|’mnot really sure, really.
(beat)
There is, was, wll be, sonething.
Just not sure what.

Monment ary pause. XENA | ooks up at the nountain.

XENA
| wish they' d hurry up.

As if on cue, GABRI ELLE and JOXER approach them from behi nd.
Their sudden approach startles XENA and HERCULES.

JOXER
Wsh who’d hurry up?

( CONTI NUED)
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GABRI ELLE
Vell, that was a col ossal waste of
time. She wouldn’'t even listen to

me. She..
GABRI ELLE realizes that I OLAUS i s m ssing.

GABRI ELLE
VWhere's | ol aus?

XENA | ooks at her.

XENA

Taking M ss Attica hone.
JOXER

What ? How?

GABRI ELLE under st ands.

GABRI ELLE
W were just a diversion, right?

Monment ary pause. XENA | ooks at HERCULES. GABRI ELLE gi ves
them both a "wel |l ?" | ook.

GABRI ELLE
Ri ght ?

XENA
Ri ght .

GABRI ELLE
| thought so.

GABRI ELLE | ooks at XENA

GABRI ELLE
When will you..

HERCULES i nterrupts what he believes will be one of
GABRI ELLE's "I’m not a child, Xena" speeches.

HERCULES
Can we discuss this as we get out
of here?
He indicates that they should start noving.

HERCULES
Once Mbedyssea di scovers that...

H s sentence is cut off by a screeching cry.

( CONTI NUED)
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HERCULES
Too | ate. Run.

They run off.
JUWP TO
CORI NTHI AN FESTI VAL - DAY 1

EXT: PALACE GARDEN ( AFTERNOON) 30

| PHI CLES, RENA, DI ANA, JASON, and ALCMENE, are sitting in
t he garden. ALCMENE addresses DI ANA

ALCVENE
Did Hercul es say how | ong he’ d be?
DI ANA
No.
(beat)

But he said he would be here. And
if I know one thing, it’s that,
when he puts his mnd to it, he can
do anyt hi ng.

DI ANA | ooks at | PHI CLES.

DI ANA
He will be here. Maybe not today,
or tonorrow, but he'll be here

before the festival is over.

| PHI CLES
That’'s my brother. Al ways thinking
about everyone else. Can’'t he just
once say NO

ALCMENE | ooks at | PHI CLES.

ALCMENE
| phicles! That’s...

| PHI CLES
Mot her, Xena and 1ol aus coul d have
handl ed the situation thensel ves.
He didn't have to go. He just
al ways has to be the hero.

JASON
Enough. Stop. The guests will be
arriving shortly. | suggest we all

get ready.

( CONTI NUED)
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JASON ri ses, |ooks to ALCMENE and offers her his hand. She
takes it. She rises and they head out. DI ANA | ooks to
| PHI CLES.

DI ANA
He will be here. | prom se.

DI ANA rai ses and start to wal k of f.
PAN TO
FOLLOW DI ANA 31

DI ANA nutters the following |ine under her breath, as she is
wal ki ng of f.

DI ANA
(rmutter)
So help himif | have to go and get
hi m
PAN TO
| PHI CLES AND RENA 32

| PHI CLES sorta heard what DI ANA said, but isn't quite sure
he heard it right, because it nmade no sense. He raises an
eyebr ow wonderi ng what she coul d have neant. RENA pl aces her
hand on his |eg.

RENA
|’ msure she’s right. Hercules wll
be here.

| PHI CLES
Maybe. But |’ m not hol di ng ny
br eat h.

RENA
Jason is right though, we really
shoul d. .

| PHI CLES

O course. Let’s go.

| PHI CLES rises, and takes RENA' s hand. She rises and they
exit they garden.

CUT TGO
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HALLWAY 33
DI ANA is heading to her room
CONTI NUE TGO
QUTSI DE DI ANA' S ROOM 34
DI ANA reaches her room She opens the door, and enters it.
CONTI NUE TGO
| NSI DE DI ANA' S ROOM 35

DI ANA cl oses the door, and heads to the mrror. She uses her
powers to hel p her get ready.

DI ANA
Okay. Now, what to wear?
CONTI NUE TGO
TI ME FLI ES MONTAGE 36
She tries on a stack of dresses till she finds the right

one. Then she tries varies hairstyles. It takes a while, but
she finally settles on an "up-sweep”. Al her hair is up
After her dress and hair are done, she uses her powers to
sel ect a necklace, earrings, bracelet, and a nice

neckl ace-1i ke chain that she wears around her forehead. Its
pendant sits on the spot on her forehead above the center of
her eyes. Next she selects her nake-up. Once done she smles
at herself in the mrror.

CONTI NUE TGO
TI ME RESUMES 37
DIANA is admiring herself. There is a knock on the door.

DI ANA
Cone in.

The door opens and a young servant girl enters and | ooks at
her.

G RL
You | ook very beautiful, ny |ady.

DI ANA
Thank you.

( CONTI NUED)
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G RL
The ki ng requests your presence.

DI ANA
Lead t he way.

DI ANA follows the girl out of the room
CONTI NUE TO
QUTSI DE DI ANA' S ROOM 38

The girl stops in the doorway, letting DI ANA exit. Once
DI ANA has |l eft the room she closes the door behind her.

CONTI NUE TGO
HALLWAY 39
The girl leads DIANA to the garden.

CONTI NUE TO
HALLWAY - ENTRANCE TO GARDEN 40
They reach the garden. DI ANA | ooks at the girl.

DI ANA
Thank you.

The girl nods, then | eaves. DI ANA enters.

CONTI NUE TGO
EXT: GARDEN 41

There are a few guests all ready assenbl ed. DI ANA passes

t hem nodding hello. She heads to I PH CLES, who is with RENA
and sone guests. As DI ANA is approaching, the Captain of the
Guards is whispering something to | PHICLES. The Captain is
bowi ng goodbye as she reaches | PH CLES.

CAPTAI N
My | ord.

He passes DI ANA and nods to her.

CAPTAI N
D ana.

DI ANA nods at him

( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANA
Capt ai n.

The Captain wal ks off, leaving the garden and returning to
his post. DI ANA wal ks to I PHI CLES side. RENA admres the
dress.

RENA
That is a stunning dress, D ana.
Where did you get it?

DIANA tries to think of an answer.

DI ANA
Uh. ..

RENA
Wait, don't tell nme. Let ne guess.
Un .. Athens, right?

DI ANA
No.
RENA
Sparta?
DI ANA nods no.
RENA
Crete?
DI ANA nods no.
RENA

Mar at hon?
DI ANA nods no. RENA tries to think of another city where
DI ANA coul d have gotten such a beautiful dress. DI ANA
decides to just tell her she made it. After all, she did.

DI ANA
|, um made it nyself.

RENA i s surprised.

RENA
Real | y? You made it?

DI ANA
Yes.

( CONTI NUED)
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RENA
Maybe you coul d make nme one?
DI ANA
Sure. Just tell nme what you want

and. ..
| PHI CLES has had enough. He | ooks at them

| PHI CLES
Ladi es, please. Enough tal k about
dr esses.

He offers RENA his arm

| PHI CLES
Come, ny dear, we have guests to
greet.

RENA says her line as she takes his arm

RENA
O course.

RENA | ooks at DI ANA.

RENA
W'll talk later.

DI ANA
kay.

| PHI CLES and RENA wal k of f.
CONTI NUE TO
TI ME FLI ES MONTAGE 42

| PH CLES and RENA greet their guests as they arrive. Dl ANA
m ngl es, neeting sone of the guests. Servants are wal ki ng
around with appetizers and drinks. After about two hours,
dinner is ready. Al the guests depart the garden and head
to the hall where they are seated at their respective
tables. DIANA is seated at the king’s table at the front of
the front of the room There are 8 seats at the table, al
on the sane side, facing everyone el se.

The seating plan is: (1) A guard, (2) JASON, (3) ALCVENE
(4) IPHICLES, (5) RENA, (6) DIANA, (7) Vacant (would have
been Hercules') (8) The Captain of the Guard.

As everyone is eating, there are nusicians playing in the

background. At sone point, the Captain and ot her guard,
| eave the table.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUE TGO
GREAT HALL 43

Everyone is finished eating. |IPH CLES rises and addresses
hi s guests.

| PHI CLES
| invite you all to join us back in
the garden while the roomis
cleared to nake way for a splendid
eveni ng of danci ng.

The doors open, the guests rise and proceed to the door,
where servants await to |l ead the guests to the garden.
| PHI CLES, RENA, JASON, ALCMENE, and DI ANA, al so head out.

CONTI NUE TGO
TI ME FLI ES MONTAGE 44

Everyone heads to the garden. As the sun has set, the garden
islit with torches. There are a few servants with trays of
drinks and tiny deserts. After about two hours, a servant
arrives and heads to | PH CLES. The servant infornms himthat
the hall is ready, and |l eaves. |IPH CLES infornms his guests
and all return to the hall. The hall has been transforned.
The tables are either gone or off to the side. Al the
guests start dancing. DI ANA stands off to the side watching.
After a few hours, time resunes.

CONTI NUE TGO
GREAT HALL 45

The main doors open. Al eyes turn to the door. The nusic
stops. Atall, handsone, well-dressed stranger is standing
in the doorway. He | ooks around, as if |ooking for soneone.
He spots DI ANA. Their eyes |ock. He wal ks over. All eyes are
on him for no one knows who he is. Sone of the guests start
whi speri ng anongst thensel ves. | PH CLES signals the band to
conti nue playing. The stranger reaches DI ANA. He picks up
her hand, brings it to his lips, and kisses it. DIANA is
speechl ess. The stranger | ooks her in the eye.

MAN
You have to be the nost beautiful
woman in the room nay, in all the
| and.
(beat) (smle)
| have never seen beauty |ike yours
bef ore.
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DI ANA
Thank you.

MAN
May | have the honor of this dance?

DI ANA
...

She is about to say no, but changes her mnd. There is
somet hi ng about himthat is drawing her to him Sonething
she isn’t aware of - yet.

DI ANA
I’d |Iike that.

He | eads her to the dance fl oor.
CONTI NUE TO
TI ME FLI ES MONTAGE 46

DIANA is finding herself strangely attracted to, and
intrigued with, this handsome stranger. The band pl ays on,
and on. Al eyes are on DI ANA and the nysterious stranger.
The stranger is an excellent dancer, and before |ong, they
are the center of attention. The party goes all night.
Guests start |eaving one by one. DI ANA has tuned out
everything. Everything that is except for this man she is
with. Before long they are the only two left in the room

CONTI NUE TO
TI ME RESUMES 47
One of the band nenbers approaches them

BAND- GUY
Excuse ne.

DI ANA | ooks at him

BAND- GUY
W'dlike to let you know, that the
next piece will be the |last piece
for tonight. O should | say this
nor ni ng.

DI ANA
Thank you.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 56.

The guy returns to the band, and the band plays the | ast
song. The stranger | ooks into her eyes and offers his hand.
She snmiles and takes it. They dance. The song ends and the
band | eaves.

DI ANA
Thank you for a wonderful night.

MAN
You are nobst wel cone.

DI ANA
| can’t renenber when |’ ve had such
a wonderful tine.

The man smles and | ooks her in the eye.

MAN
|’ m glad you enjoyed yourself.

DI ANA finds herself staring back into his eyes.

DI ANA
Well | guess it’s tinme to turn in.

The man is confused. He does not recogni ze the phrase. Turn
in? Turn into what?

VAN
Excuse me?

DI ANA
Sl eep.

MAN
Oh.
(beat)
May |, and | hope you don’t find
this to forward of nme but, may |
wal k you to your roonf?

DI ANA fl ashes hima sml e.

DI ANA
Sur e.

They | eave the room

CONTI NUE TGO
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HALLWAY 48

They head to her room Neither of themnotices that the
Captain of the Guard is tailing them

CONTI NUE TO:
QUTSI DE DI ANA' S ROOM 49
They reach her room and stop outside the door.
DI ANA
| really had a great tinme tonight.
Thank you.

Monment ary pause. They stare at each other. He slowy raises
his hand to her chin.

MAN
You' re wel cone.

Their eyes |l ock. He |eans in and kisses her. She returns the
kiss. It is a quick kiss.

PAN TO
HALLWAY 50

CAMERA pans to show the captain lurking in the hallway,
observi ng.

PAN TO
QUTSI DE DI ANA" S ROOM 51

CAMERA pans back to DI ANA and the stranger. After a few
seconds they break the kiss. He | ooks at her.

MAN
Good ni ght, Diana.

DI ANA
Good ni ght.

He turns and continues down the hall away from her room
DI ANA opens her door and enters.

PAN TO
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HALLWAY 52

DI ANA's door closes. The captain follows the stranger who is
smling to hinself as he reaches his room

CONTI NUE TGO
| NSI DE STRANGERS' ROOM 53

The nmystery man enters his room As soon as the door closes,
he goes over to the bed, and lays down on it. He |laughs. As
he is laughing, he renobves a ring fromhis finger, causing
himto transforminto his true self. It’s ARES. The ring is
silver and black, and has a ruby-red stone in the center. He
pl aces the ring on the bedside table.

ARES
Well, Diana. | guess there is stil
hope for ne after all.

Monment ary pause. ARES | ooks at the ring.

ARES
Al | have to do, is get rid of ny
dear sweet neddling brother
(beat)

And of course ny double. The one
who brought you here, the one who
probably knows you nore intimately
than I. But that will change.

ARES sm | es and | ooks back at the ceiling.

ARES
If all goes well, Medyssea should
keep ny heroic little brother away
fromthis celebration conpletely.
And by then, you'll be mne. You
will finally be mne

ARES starts to | augh again.
JUWP TO

| NSI DE DI ANA” S ROOM 54

DI ANA is getting ready for bed. She is brushing her hair and
sitting in front of a mrror. She can’'t shake the feeling
she shoul d know t he stranger.

DI ANA
There’ s sonet hi ng about him
(beat)

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANA (cont’ d)

Something, | don’t know, famliar
sonmehow. But, that can’t be. Until
tonight |’d never seen him

(beat)
| didn’t even catch his nane.

(beat)
But, the way he ki ssed ne, he
rem nded ne of soneone.

(beat)
If only he’d kissed ne |onger. |
m ght have been able to place him

DI ANA puts down the brush, and | ooks in the mrror.
JUWP TGO
CORI NTHI AN FESTI VAL - DAY 2

| NSI DE ARES" ROOM ( MORNI NG 55

ARES is preparing hinself. He is looking into a mrror. He
has the ring in his hand. He places it on his finger, and is
transfornmed into the nystery man fromlast night.

ARES
Got to hand it to you, cous. This
is working better than | ever

i magi ned.
(beat)
She didn’'t see though it. | wonder

if...

VA CE
Remenber, cousin. This will only
work on her as long as you are in
control of your enotions. If you
| ose control, or get distracted,
even for a second, the ring wll
| ose its power and she will see you
for who you are.

ARES
Thanks for the rem nder, cousin.

ARES | ooks back at the ring, thinking about DI ANA.
CONTI NUE TO
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HALLWAY LEADI NG TO THE GARDEN ( AFTERNOON) 56
ARES i s wal ki ng down the hall, and sees DI ANA enter the
garden. He follows. The Captain of the Guard spots him and
approaches him

CAPTAI N
Excuse nme, sir?

ARES stops, turns, and faces the Captain.

ARES
Yes, Captain. What can | do for
you?

CAPTAI N

You seemlike a smart guy, sir, so
| just thought | should warn you.

ARES raises his eyebrow in curiosity.

ARES
Warn me? O what ?

CAPTAI N
That woman you were with | ast
ni ght ?

ARES can tell the captain | ooks concerned. He thinks he
knows what the Captain is going to say, and decides to play
al ong.

ARES
D ana?
CAPTAI N
Yes.
ARES
She is a beautiful woman, isn't
she?
CAPTAI N
Yes.
ARES

Her eyes are |ike two sapphires
burning in the sky. Her...

CAPTAI N
Sir, | just thought I'd tell you
that, she is spoken for.

ARES pretends that this is news to him
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ARES

She is? By whon?
(beat)

| saw no man with her |ast night?
Were. ..

CAPTAI N
She belongs to the King s brother.
Her cul es.

Again ARES pretends this is news to him

ARES
Her cul es, eh?

CAPTAI N

Yes. So, if | were you, 1'd forget
about her.

(beat)
There are other eligible wonen here
that you m ght want to consider.
Because if Hercules finds you
with...

(beat)
Well, let’s just say... | wouldn't
want to nake the man angry.

ARES
Thanks for the warning, but don't
worry. | can handl e Hercul es.

The Captain | ooks stunned.

CAPTAI' N
| don’t want to seemlike |I'm
underestimati ng you, sir, but... we

are tal king about Hercules. Son of
Zeus. Strongest of all men. He
can. .

ARES | ooks at the Captain. He tries to contain his enotions.

ARES
I'mwell aware of who he is, and of
all the stories about him

(beat)
But he is after all, just a man, a
mere nortal, in spite of who his
father is. He is not invincible.
(beat)

There are ways to bring hi mdown.

And, if bringing himdown neans

that the beautiful Diana will ne
( MORE)
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ARES (cont’ d)
mne... Then bring himdown | wll.
For he won’t know what hit him

CAPTAI N
Sir, | beg you. Please, don't |et
himfind you with her.
(beat)

Many nen have tried to def eat
Her cul es, and many nen have di ed.
|’d hate to see you be one of them

sir.
ARES
| appreciate your concern, Captain,
but trust me, | can handle
Her cul es.

The Captain can’t understand why this man isn’'t grasping the
seriousness of this. Does he really think he stands a chance
agai nst Hercul es?

CAPTAI N
Sir, |...

ARES has had enough. He gives the Captain an icy stare. A
stare that could freeze one’s blood. The Captain is
literally frozen

ARES
Listen to ne, and |listen good.

ARES advances on the Captain. The Captain tries to back up,
but finds he can't nove. It's as if the there is sone
invisible force holding himstill (Note: On the word
"nmortal", ARES disqguise flickers for just nonment. The
Captain notices, but can’'t really react because he is
frozen.)

ARES
When | see sonething I want, | take

it.

(beat)
No one, and | nmean no one,
especially a nortal, better stand

in nmy way.

(beat)
Diana will be mne. |I’ve waited too
long for this. I'"'mfinally in a
position to show her that she
bel ongs with ne. And | will show
her. No one, not even Hercules, can
stop ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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Wth that said, ARES wal ks off to the garden. The Captain
finds that he can nove, and takes a deep breath. He watches
as ARES wal ks off down the hall. The Captain noticed the
flicker in the disguise, and is now wondering, if it was
real, or just his inagination.

CAPTAI N

Did | really see himchange?

(beat)
| could have sworn, that for just a
second, he changed. But only gods
have the ability to change their
appearance |ike that. Only a god
can. .

The Captain pauses as he starts to get this eerie feeling
that he was in the presence of a god. But which god?

CAPTAI N
If that man is a god, then | wonder
whi ch. .

The Captain stops again as he realizes there is only one god
t hat nmakes sense. He | ooks down the hall again, and sees the
man enter the garden.

CAPTAI N

(beat)
By the gods above, | was talking to
Ares. Warning Ares, |...

(beat)
| have to tell the King that Ares
is here. That Diana..

(beat)
That... Stop it. Get a grip. Just
go tell the king.

Ar es.

The Captain wal ks, well runs actually, off to find Iphicles.

JUWP TGO
THE GARDEN 57
DIANA is sitting on the edge of the pond. She is running her
fingers through the water, daydream ng. ARES spots her. He
pauses for a nonent, conposes hinself, gets grip on his
enotions, and then approaches her.

ARES
May | join you.

( CONTI NUED)
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Sur e.

64.

ARES sits beside her, and says the following line, as if he

didn’t already know the answer.

ARES
What are you thinking about?

DI ANA
Not hi ng. Ever yt hi ng.

ARES
Um about |ast night...
(beat)

|"msorry. | didn’t nean to Kkiss

you, it’s just that... when |

somet hi ng so beautiful, | want

to...

DI ANA
It’s okay. I...

DI ANA | aughs. ARES gives her a | ook.

ARES
What ?

DI ANA
This m ght sound silly, but...
all the excitenent |ast night,
never caught your nane.

ARES | ooks at her with a raised eyebrow.

ARES
My nane?
DI ANA
Yes. Your nane.
(beat)

Surely you have one.
He flashes her a smle.

ARES
O course | have one.

Moment ary pause.

DI ANA
Wll, what is it?

see

in
|
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Monent ary pause. ARES | ooks at the ring. DIANA | ooks at his
hand, and notices the ring he is playing with. There is
sonething fam liar about the ring, but she can’'t place it.
ARES t hinks for a nonent |onger, and then | ooks at her.

ARES
Ser a.

DI ANA | ooks at himw th a rai sed eyebrow.

DI ANA
Ser a?

ARES
Yes.

DI ANA
That’s an unusual nanme. Were are
you fronf

ARES
Aynp...ia.

He al nost said "O ynpus", but stopped hinself.

DI ANA
A ynpi a? That's pretty far?
ARES
Yes. And you? Where are you fronf
DI ANA
Just outside of Thebes.
ARES
Real | y?
DI ANA
Yes.

ARES pretends he doesn’t know who she is yet.

ARES
| hear the King s brother |ives
just outside of Thebes. Do you know
hi n®?

DI ANA
Her cul es?

ARES nods.
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DI ANA
W' ve... net.

ARES | aughs. DI ANA | ooks at him

DI ANA
What ?

ARES
| ran into the Captain in the hall
and he told nme that you were Herc’s
woman.

DI ANA
The Captain said that?

ARES
Yes. He said you belonged to
Hercules, and if | knew what was
good for nme, |I’'d stay away from
you.

DI ANA
Bel onged to Hercules?!'? | don't
bel ong to any man. Do you see a
ring on this finger?

DI ANA holds up her ring finger. He | ooks at it.

DI ANA
Vell, do you?

ARES
No.

DI ANA

" mnmy own wonman. Just because |
live with Hercul es, doesn’t nean..

ARES starts |aughi ng agai n.
DI ANA

Are you | aughing at ne? Do you
think this is funny?

ARES
No. Just the opposite. | |ike you.
You' ve got a lot of... what’s that

word my nephew uses. ..

Monent ary pause. ARES thinks of the word.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARES
... Spunk?

DI ANA
That woul d be the word.

pause. ARES | ooks at her.

ARES
Wuld you like to join ne in a wal k
around this beautiful garden?

DI ANA
Sur e.

ARES rises and offers her his hand. She takes it and ri ses
of f the cenment | edge of the pond. They wal k of f.

JUWP TGO

THE KING S ROOM 58

| PHI CLES i

s sitting, listening to his Captain.

| PHI CLES
Are you sure it was Ares?

CAPTAI N
Yes, ny lord, I...

| PHI CLES
What nakes you think that the
stranger fromlast night is Ares?

CAPTAI N
| saw him just a while ago. You
shoul d have heard himtal k, ny
lord. He said he could take
Her cul es.

| PHI CLES
You think, that just because he
doesn’t cower at the nention of ny
brother’s nane, that he is Ares?
That’s all you're basing this on?

CAPTAI N
|’ ve seen warl ords cower at the
menti on of the nane Hercules, ny
lord. But this guy he didn't even
bat an eye.
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| PHI CLES
That still doesn’'t nean...

CAPTAI N
He al so said that he always gets
what he wants, and no nortal would
stand in his way.

| PHI CLES
So?

CAPTAI N
And, | could have sworn that, for a
second, his appearance changed,
shifted.

| PHI CLES
Shi fted?

CAPTAI N

Yes. It was only for a second,
but... Only gods can do that, ny
lord. Only gods can appear as
sonmeone they are not. And | hear
Ares does it a lot.

| PHI CLES
But why? Why woul d Ares be here?
What coul d he want ?

CAPTAI N
| think I know.

ooks at the Captain.
CAPTAI N

When | told himthat she bel onged
to Hercules, he didn't care.

| PHI CLES
She?

CAPTAI N
D ana, ny |ord.

| PHI CLES
Di ana?

CAPTAI N

He was follow ng her when | found
hi m t hi s norni ng.
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| PHI CLES
VWhat would he want with. ..

CAPTAI N
Fromthe way he was | ooki ng at her
| ast night, and from what he said
this norning, | think it is
obvi ous, ny lord.

| PHI CLES
Maybe.

CAPTAI N
This man has no fear, ny lord. He
just doesn’'t care.

| PHI CLES
Just because he has no fear,
doesn’'t nean he's Ares.

CAPTAI N

What about the fact that he said no
nortal would... | nean...

(beat)
...wouldn’t that inply he was
| mortal ? Maybe even a god?

(beat)
You shoul d have seen him ny |ord.
|"mtelling you, there is only one
person he could be, and that’s
Ares. He has to be. No one el se has
the presence that he has. No one.

| PHI CLES
How do you know that? Have you ever
met Ares before?

CAPTAI N
Well, no, but...

| PHI CLES
So you are just guessing? It’s just
a feeling, a suspicion, you have no
pr oof .

CAPTAI N
My lord, I...

| PHI CLES

Until we know for sure, just...
just keep an eye on him okay?

( CONTI NUED)
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CAPTAI N
Yes, ny |ord.

The captain |l eaves. | PH CLES raises a hand to his chin and
t hi nks.

| PHI CLES
Ares, eh? | wonder what the great
God of War’s interest in D ana is?
(beat)
What is it about her that woul d
appeal to hinf

| PHI CLES t hi nks, ponders on that thought.
JUWP TGO
GREAT HALL - AFTER DI NNER ( LATE EVEN NG 59

All are dancing. |PH CLES and RENA are at the front of the
room | PH CLES is watching DI ANA dancing with "ARES".
Everyone is having a great tine. A slow song comes on, and
DI ANA and ARES dance real cl ose.

PAN TO
FOCUS ON DI ANA AND ARES 60

ARES | ooks into her eyes, and kisses her. This tine it is
long lingering kiss. A kiss she recogni zes. She breaks the
kiss and slaps him The shock of her sudden change of
enotion catches himconpletely off guard. He wasn’'t
expecting the slap. H's nonentary distraction is all that is
needed to break the spell. The ring, and the disgui se,

vani sh. He is revealed for who he is.

a

PAN TO
FOCUS ON GUESTS 61
Everyone sees himas ARES. There are gasps from sone of the
guests as they realize that the God of War is in their
m dst .

PAN TO
FOCUS ON | PHI CLES 62
| PHI CLES rises, ready to junp in if necessary.

PAN TO
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ARES tries to conpose hinself.

DI ANA
Ares! | should have known.
ARES
Ah, sweet D ana. But which Ares am
| ?
DI ANA

[
Monment ary pause. DI ANA t hi nks.

DI ANA
Sera? That’'s Ares backwards. And
A ynpia, instead of O ynpus.

ARES
dever, wasn't it? So... VWhich Ares
aml?

DI ANA grabs himand kisses him really kisses him |PH CLES
sits back down, confused. ARES is nonentarily stunned, but
that noment is all DI ANA needs to tell which ARES he is. She
breaks the kiss.

DI ANA
The present one.

ARES | ooks at her wondering how she guessed that.

ARES
You could tell that, froma kiss?
DI ANA
I"mright, aren’t 1?
ARES
Yes, but...
DI ANA

You' d be surprised what you can
| earn froma Kkiss.

(beat)
For starters, ny Ares woul d have
handl ed that kiss differently.

ARES | ooks at her with a rai sed eyebrow.
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ARES
Your Ares?
DI ANA nods.
ARES
How? How differently?
DI ANA
Never mind. | can't believe you

fooled ne! I...

Monent ary pause. DI ANA realizes that as goddess she shoul d
have been able to see ARES as ARES.

DI ANA
Wait. You shouldn’t have been able
to fool ne. W are equal s now. Your
di sgui se shoul d have f ool ed
everyone but ne. | should have been
able to see you as who you are!
...

ARES
Normal ly, yes. But | didn’t just
di squi se nyself. | knew you' d be

able to see through that.
ARES circles her.

ARES
So, | had to create an illusionary
spell that you couldn't see though.
It took a while, but with alittle
help from..

DI ANA renenbers the ring.

DI ANA
The ring.

ARES
Yes.

DI ANA
The stone, it is a bl oodstone.
Isn't it?

ARES is surprised she guessed that.
ARES

Correct. |I’msurprised you guessed
t hat .
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DI ANA | ooks at him

Moment ary

ARES nods.

73.

DI ANA
|’ ve been around | onger than you,
remenber. | know things that
haven’t happened yet.

ARES
Ah, yes. | do sonetines forget
t hat .

DI ANA

How did you get ny bl ood? You woul d
have needed it in order to..

ARES
It didn’t have to have bl ood,
D ana. Any DNA sanpl e woul d have
suf fi ced.

pause. DI ANA t hi nks of sonet hing.

DI ANA
Wait, you woul d have needed a
sanpl e of ny nortal DNA. That neans
you nust have gotten the sanple
before | left and kept it. Wen...

ARES
Don’t you renenber? |I'’m hurt. |
t hought it neant sonething to you.

| know it nmeant a lot to ne. | Kkept
that night alive for a long tine.
still have the dress you were
wear i ng.

DI ANA

The dress? You got the sanple, from
the dress?

ARES
When you were sent back I..
DI ANA
| suggest you | eave before Hercul es

gets here.

DI ANA turns to head of f. ARES grabs her arm
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ARES
D ana, wait?!?

ARES turns her to him and places his hands on her
shoul ders.

ARES
|"msorry. | never meant to deceive
you. | just thought that, if you

could get to know ne, the real ne
that, you mght...

DI ANA
What? Fall into your arns? Tell you
| love you, that | want you? Ask
you to take ne, nmake |l ove to ne?

ARES
Well... Ckay. I'msorry. I'’msorry.
l'"m ..
DI ANA
Don't be sorry, Ares. | do
understand. | really do.
ARES i s confused.
ARES
You do?
DI ANA
Yes | do.
ARES | ooks at her.
ARES

Then |l et ne stay, please.

Monment ary pause.

ARES
At least until Hercules gets here.
DI ANA
Well...
ARES
| promise. As soon as he gets here,
1”11 wvani sh.

DI ANA gi ves ARES a | ook.
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DI ANA
Prom se?

ARES
Prom se.

Monent ary pause. ARES flashes her a smle.

ARES

Wuld |l lie to you?
DI ANA

No. You wouldn’t. You never have.

(beat)

Ckay. You win. You can stay.
ARES

Thanks.
DI ANA

But only until Herc gets here.
ARES

O course.

Monment ary pause. DI ANA flashes hima smle.
DI ANA

Well, while you re here, you can at
| east nake yourself useful.

ARES | ooks at her with rai sed eyebrows.

DI ANA
Come on, dance with ne.

She offers her hand. He takes it. They head to the dance
area. They resune danci ng.

PAN TO
| PHI CLES AND RENA 64
CAMERA pans around the room and stops on | PH CLES and RENA.
| PHI CLES was wat ching the whol e show. RENA just now notices
that ARES is dancing with DIANA. IPH CLES is totally
confused. He doesn’t know what to make of ARES and DI ANA

RENA
Who invited Ares?
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| PHI CLES
Apparently Di ana did.

RENA
Di ana? Whay woul d she invite Ares?
O all the..

| PHI CLES
Who knows? Maybe she’s finally
seeing the light and | eaving ny
br ot her.

RENA | ooks at | PH CLES. |PHI CLES tal ks to RENA but never

takes his

eyes off of ARES and DI ANA.

RENA
For the God of War? |ph, you can’'t
be serious! Herc would...

| PHI CLES
| magi ne what is nust be like for
her to be with ny brother.
(beat)
He’s barely at honme. He's gone for
days at a tine, sonetinmes weeks.
Al ways | ooking for...

RENA

True, but Ares is just as bad.
| PHI CLES

What ?
RENA

He may be a god, but he woul d be
the sane. Al ways off sonewhere.

| PHI CLES
But as a god he can be in two
pl aces at the same tine.

(beat)
When Herc is off sonewhere, he is
gone, she can’t see himtill he

cones back. She never knows if he
is going to come back. But with
Ares, he can be with her and off
supervising a war at the sane tine.
She’ d never have to worry if he was
com ng back. He is a god. He can’'t
di e.
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RENA
True. But still...

| PHI CLES

Look at the bright side ny dear.
The great God of War, is here, at
our party. And, he is apparently
enjoying hinself. W should take
this opportunity to get to know
him 1t mght prove beneficial in
the future. This can only bring
good news for us.

RENA
Not if Hercules arrives and finds
t hem t oget her

| PHI CLES
Rel ax. It woul d appear that D ana

has Ares w apped around her finger.

And, if | know her, she will have
hi m out of here before ny brother
gets here. |If he ever gets here.

RENA
hope so. |'d hate to see what
Il

I
Wi happen if. ..

| PHI CLES
Trust nme. It won’t happen.

77.

| PHI CLES | ooks at DI ANA and ARES and says the next line in
hi s head.
| PHI CLES (VO
Unl ess | make it happen. |
wonder . .
PAN TO
AROCUND THE ROOM 65
CAMERA pans back around the room
CONTI NUE TO:
TI ME FLI ES MONTAGE 66
Everyone is still dancing. After a few nonments of scanning
the room the CAMERA tilts up, higher and higher, soon we

can only see the ceiling of the room

CEI LI NG - The canera continues its journey up,

t hrough the ceiling.

and goes

( CONTI NUED)



67

CONTI NUED: 78.

SKY - the canera focuses on the sky as it changes from ni ght
to dawn to m dday. At m dday, the camera pans down.

OPEN AREA - the canera continues down, |lower and | ower. W
are no |longer at the palace. W are out in the open
somewhere. There are trees all around. A path stretches out
in front. Immediately behind the canera, the path forks. One
route continues on straight to Sparta, and the branch that
heads of to the northeast |leads to Corinth. The journey to
Corinth, along the path, takes anywhere from 1-2 days
depending on who is traveling it. The canera focuses on the
path in front of it. A horse drawn chari ot can be seen
comng into view

CONTI NUE TGO
OPEN AREA - PATH 67

There are two people on the chariot. The driver, PATROCLUS,
and t he passenger, HERCULES. The chariot stops at the fork,
and HERCULES gets off.

HERCULES
Thanks for the ride, Patroclus.

PATRCCLUS | ooks at HERCULES.

PATROCLUS
No problem Always glad to help the
son of Zeus.

HERCULES | ooks at PATROCLUS.

HERCULES
Good |l uck at the Spartan Races.

PATROCLUS
(smle)
Thank you, Hercul es.

HERCULES
Bye.

PATROCLUS conti nues along the path to Sparta. HERCULES heads
to the fork and | ooks down the path to Corinth.

HERCULES
well, if all goes wll, | should be
in Corinth by this tine tonorrow.
HERCULES heads down the path to Corinth

JUWP TGO
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GREAT HALL (LATER THAT NI GHT) 68

The room has been converted into a dining hall. Everyone is
eating. ARES is sitting beside DIANA, in Hercules’ spot, at
| PHHCLES' table. Everyone else at the table is in the sane
spots as before. |PH CLES addresses ARES.

| PHI CLES
You honor us with your presence.
(beat)
| amsorry we did not wel cone you
upon your arrival, but we had no
i dea who your were.

ARES
As it was neant to be.
| PH CLES
O course.
(beat)

There are not many who can say that
t hey have dined with the great God
of War.

ARES
And lived to tell about it.

DI ANA gives hima | ook. |PH CLES, RENA, and the CAPTAI N,
| ook defensive. ARES | aughs.

ARES
Hunmor. One of the only qualities of
nortality that varies in everyone.

DI ANA decides to |augh. ARES | aughs. Everyone | aughs.
| PHI CLES

So, will you be staying for the
mai n feast tonorrow night?

ARES
Only if our brother doesn't arrive.

| PHI CLES
What do you nean?

ARES | ooks from DI ANA to | PH CLES to DI ANA to | PH CLES.

ARES
| prom sed Diana, that once he
arrived, 1'd | eave.
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| PHI CLES
Nonsense.
(beat)
|’minviting you.

RENA, DI ANA, and the Captain all ook to IPHICLES with a
"you can’t be serious" | ook.

| PHI CLES
You' || stay.

| PHI CLES realizes that sounded |i ke an order, and quickly
adds to his statenent.

| PHI CLES
That is, if you want to.

ARES
|’d love to. There is no place |
woul d rat her be.

| PHI CLES
Then it’s settled.
(beat)
You will join us.

ARES | ooks at DI ANA, shrugs his shoulders in a "sorry"
gesture, and smles at her. DIANA gives hima fake smle.
EVERYONE at the table resunes eating. |PH CLES ponders
somet hi ng ARES sai d.

| PHI CLES (VO
Qur brot her.
(beat)
Ares referred to Herc as our
br ot her.
(beat)
| d never thought of that before.

ARES | ooks at I PHI CLES, and rises his glass in a "cheers"
gesture. IPH CLES returns the gesture. ARES can tell what
| PHI CLES i s thinking.

| PHI CLES (VO

| can’t wait to see the ook on his
face when he gets here and finds
his precious Diana in the arnms of
t he one guy who ticks himoff the
nost .

(beat)
This will be a great nonent. A
great noment.

ARES smles and thinks to hinself.
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ARES (VO
| mght just have nore in conmon
with Iph, then I thought.

| PHI CLES | ooks at ARES. ARES smles. |PH CLES smles. D ANA
wonders what she is going to do. She can not |et Hercul es
find Ares here. Everyone returns to eating.

JUWP TGO

CORI NTHI AN FESTI VAL - DAY 4

PALACE GATES - GUARD TOWNER 69

The guard in the tower, sees HERCULES approaching. He yells
to one of the sentries bel ow

GUARD
Hercules is comng! Go tell the
captain.

SENTRY
Yes sir.

The sentry runs to the pal ace door. The guard | ooks back at
HERCULES and nutters to hinself.

GUARD
| hope there won't be any trouble.
PAN TO
FOLLOW SENTRY 70
CAMERA pans and follows the sentry into the pal ace.
CONTI NUE TGO
PALACE - HALLWAY 71

The sentry is searching for the Captain. He finds him

SENTRY
Sir, Hercul es approaches the..

CAPTAI N
Thank you. Return to your post.

SENTRY
Yes sir.

The sentry runs off, back the way he cane.
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CAPTAI'N
Damm!

The Captain wal ks off to find DI ANA

CAPTAI N
Oh boy! Al Tartarus is about to
break | ose. If D ana knows what'’s
good for her, she’'ll convince Ares
to get out of here.

The captain passes the garden and spots DI ANA. He takes a
deep breath, and enters the garden.

CONTI NUE TO
GARDEN 72
The captain wal ks over to DIANA. DIANA is sitting by the

pond, staring into the water. DIANA tal ks to the Captain
W t hout | ooking at him

CAPTAI N
Excuse nme, ny | ady.

DI ANA
Yes.

CAPTAI N

| ve just received word that
Hercul es i s approaching. You m ght
want to...

DI ANA
Thank you, Captain.

CAPTAI N
D ana?

DI ANA
| heard you

CAPTAI N
Then, pardon nme for asking, but...
why are you..

DI ANA
Thank you, Captain. You nay | eave.

CAPTAI N
But, ny lady, if Ares is still here
when Hercul es arrives, there wll
be. .
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DI ANA | ooks at him
DI ANA
| said you can | eave. Leave Ares to
ne.

The captain | ooks at her questioningly.

DI ANA
| can handl e Ares.
CAPTAI N
Yes, ny | ady.

The Captain bows to her and heads out. DI ANA vani shes.
CONTI NUE TO:
FOCUS ON THE CAPTAI N 73
On his way out, he nmutters to hinself.
CAPTAI N
She had better be able to handle
Ares. I'd hate to be her if...

He turns back around and notices she is gone.

CAPTAI N
What the... Were d she go?

He | ooks around, confused.

CAPTAI N
D ana?

He heads into the garden | ooking for her.

CAPTAI' N
D ana? Are you still here?
Monent ary pause.
CAPTAI'N

Where did she go? It’s |ike she
j ust vani shed.

The captain starts to | ook around.

JUWP TGO
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OTHER SI DE OF THE PALACE 74

ARES is watching the guards training. He is sitting on a
| edge, | ooking down. DI ANA materializes beside him Both are
visible only to each other. No noral eyes can see them

DI ANA
Enj oyi ng the view.

He turns to her and sml es.

ARES
More, now that you' re here.

DI ANA
Hercul es i s approaching.

ARES
| know.

ARES points to his left and we see a man wal king towards the
pal ace.

DI ANA
Then why are you still here?

ARES
| was invited, remenber.

Monment ary pause.

DI ANA
You clai myou | ove ne.

ARES | ooks at her.

ARES
| do | ove you.

DI ANA
Then do this for ne, please.

ARES
D ana, what woul d I phicles think
if...

DI ANA
He’ d understand. |’'d make him
understand. | can do that you know.
ARES

True.
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DI ANA
You coul d al ways cone back after we
| eave and. ..

ARES
D ana, |...

She pl aces her hand on his leg, and | ooks himin the eye. He
| ooks at her hand, and then back at her.

DI ANA
Pl ease. | don't want there to be
any trouble. | don't want to see

ei ther of you..

He takes her hand in his, and brings it to his |ips. He

ki sses it. She gasps as his lips touch her hands. He senses
her feelings. He | ooks at her. Their eyes neet. He lets go
of her hand, and brings his hand to her chin. He cups her
chin in his hand.

ARES
kay. For you.

She smiles. He smles back. Their eyes are still |ocked. He
gently strokes the side of her face with his hand. She
relaxes into his hand. He leans in toward her. She leans in
toward him Their |ips neet. They share a soft, gentle,
deep, breathtakingly, passionate kiss. After a few nonents,
he breaks the kiss. He | ooks at her and smles.

ARES
Later, Di ana.

She’s still trying to get her breath back. She smiles at him
as he di sappears.

DI ANA
Yeah, | ater.

DI ANA | ooks over to where HERCULES can be seen approachi ng.
She sm | es and vani shes.

JUWP TO
PATH TO PALACE 75

DI ANA appears behind a tree. She cones out from behind the
tree and goes to HERCULES.

DI ANA
| see you nade it.
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HERCULES j unps at the sudden sound of DI ANA's voice. He
stops and turns. She goes to him He snmles at her.

HERCULES
| said | woul d.
DI ANA
Better late than never, | suppose.

DI ANA smles and kisses him After a few nonents they break
the kiss and start wal king towards the pal ace.

HERCULES
So, have | m ssed anyt hi ng?

DI ANA
Not really.

HERCULES gi ves her a | ook.

HERCULES
What do you nean, not really?
DI ANA
Not hi ng you need to worry about.
HERCULES
Diana... | can tell fromthe way
you say that, that sonething
happened.
DI ANA
Not hi ng out of the ordinary. Just
t he usual
HERCULES

Just the usual.

DI ANA
Yeah. You know. People arrived, we
ate, we danced, Ares crashed the
party, we ate sone nore, we...

HERCULES
Whoa. Back up

HERCULES st ops wal ki ng.

HERCULES
Did you say Ares?
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DI ANA

Yes. But he’s gone now, so..
HERCULES

What did Ares want? Way woul d he..
DI ANA

Herc, |...
HERCULES

He canme to see you, didn't he?

DI ANA
You' re probably gonna hear al
about it when we...

HERCULES
So you cane to give ne "your"
version, right?

DI ANA
There is no ny version, there is
only. ..

HERCULES

Wait. VWhich Ares was it? Not that
it mtters really | suppose, but..

DI ANA
The present one.

HERCULES
So what did he want?
(beat)
D ana?

pause.

DI ANA
| don't really know Ares was just
being... well, Ares.

HERCULES
What’ s that supposed to nmean?
(beat)
D ana?

DI ANA
Not hi ng. Forget it.

HERCULES
Ckay. Start at the beginning.
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DI ANA
The begi nni ng?
HERCULES
Yes. | want to know everything that

has happened since you got here.

DI ANA i s beginning to wish she hadn’t nentioned anything at

all. She wi shes she had’ve stuck to her original idea and

just nmade everyone forget that ARES was there. She thought

that this would be easier, but now she’s not sure. HERCULES

is waiting for her to start talking. DI ANA | ooks at him
CONTI NUE TO:

PALACE GATES - GUARD TONER 76

The Captain yells up to the guard.

CAPTAI N
s he here yet?
GUARD
They shoul d be here shortly.
CAPTAI N
They?
GUARD

Diana is with him
CAPTAI N
She is? Wien did..

GUARD
Not sure. One mnute she wasn’t
there, next she was. It's |ike she
j ust appear ed.

The Captain talks to hinself.

CAPTAI N
Umm .. That's the second tine
she’s done that. | wonder what it

coul d nean.

JUW TGO
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77

DI ANA has just finished telling HERCULES everyt hi ng.

DI ANA
And then | cane here. To wal k with
you to..

HERCULES
That's everyt hi ng.

DI ANA
Yep.

HERCULES

| wonder if the kidnapping of Mss
Attica was a set-up.

DI ANA
VWhat ?

HERCULES
| wouldn’t put it past Ares to set
it up.

DI ANA
Cone on, Herc. Do you think Ares
woul d really...

HERCULES
Yes. | do.

DI ANA wonders if HERCULES is right.

She st ops

DI ANA (VO
(think to self)
In order for Ares’ plan to work, he
woul d have had to have made sure
that Herc wasn’t there. And the
only way to do that, would be to...

her thought and | ooks at HERCULES.

DI ANA
Can we stop taking about Ares?

HERCULES
| love too. But | get the feeling
that once we get to the party,
that's all anyone will be talking
about .

( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANA
| could nake everyone forget he was
t her e?
HERCULES
That m ght not be such a bad idea.
DI ANA
O course, | can’'t maeke Iphicles

forget, because he actually tal ked
to, and interacted, Ares.

HERCULES | ooks at her.

DI ANA
Ares could always, at a later date,
make | phicles remenber. The ot her
guests nean nothing to Ares. But
I phicles... It mght not be a good
idea to erase the nenory of the
events. Ares mght just put his own
spin on things later.

HERCULES
| guess your right.

DI ANA
| know I’ mright.

HERCULES
So how do you want to do this?

DI ANA

Easy. As we wal k though the gates,

| wll nmake everyone we neet forget
that Ares was there. If | know the
Captain, he will be waiting for us.
| can tell himthat you need to
speak to Iphicles and ask himto go
get himand you' Il neet in the
garden. Then | will go to the main
hall and zap the roomw th a forget

spel |

HERCULES
WIl it work?

DI ANA
O course.

They reach the gates.
CONTI NUE TO
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91.

PALACE GATES 78

They pass through the gates. The Captain of the Guards is
standing there. He | ooks like he is about to ask DI ANA
sonet hi ng. DI ANA touches him He forgets what he was going
to say. He forgets all about ARES. So does everyone else in
the area. HERCULES notices the | ook on the Captain’ s face
change.

DI ANA
Captain, Herc needs to speak with
his brother. Could you please ask
| phicles to nmeet himin the garden?

CAPTAI N
Yes, ny | ady.

The Captain runs of f. HERCULES and DI ANA wal k to the pal ace
door.

CONTI NUE TGO
TI ME FLI ES MONTAGE 79

HERCULES and DI ANA proceed down the hallway to the doors to
the main hall. DI ANA ki sses HERCULES and he | eaves and heads
to the garden. DI ANA | ooks around to nake sure no one is
around and enters her "no one can see ne" state. She enters
the hall. She sees the Captain whispering to | PH CLES. She
waits till IPH CLES and the CAPTAIN | eave. Once they are
gone she zaps the room Everyone freezes for a nonent, then
unfreezes. Wien they unfreeze they have no nenory of ARES
ever being there. They all renmenber the tall nysterious
stranger, but no one renenbers the fact that he was ARES.

DI ANA exits the room She makes sure no one is around and
enters her "everyone can see ne" state. She makes her way
slowy to the garden. The captain is standing by the doors,
waiting for | PH CLES. DI ANA nods at himas she enters the
gar den.

CONTI NUE TGO
GARDEN 80
DI ANA wal ks up to HERCULES and | PHI CLES.

DI ANA
| heard you were finally here?

DI ANA ki sses HERCULES.

( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANA
Mss Attica okay?

HERCULES
Last time | saw her, 1ol aus was
t aki ng her hone.

DI ANA
Good.

DI ANA | ooks at | PHI CLES.
DI ANA

By the way, Sera told nme he had to
| eave.

| PHI CLES wonders why DI ANA is using Ares’ ali as.

92.

He figures

she doesn’t want HERCULES to know t hat ARES was her e.

DI ANA
Sonet hi ng cane up. He thanked you
for the invitation, and said that
next tinme he was through he’ d stop

in.

| PHI CLES
Real | y?

DI ANA
Yeah.

| PHI CLES

Pity. He seened like a nice fellow
| was hoping | could get to know
hi m better.

DI ANA
Maybe next ti me.

DI ANA | ooks at HERCULES.

DI ANA
You nust be thirsty after that |ong
trip. Cone, we can get sonething to
dri nk.

DI ANA and HERCULES wal k off. | PH CLES nmutters to hi nsel f.

| PHI CLES
| wonder what you did to make Ares
| eave? One day | will find out what
is really going on between you and
Ares, Diana. One day.

( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANA and
| PHI CLES.

The Capt ai

93.

HERCULES exit. The Captain enters and goes to

CAPTAI N
My lord, there is sonething very
odd about Di ana?

| PHI CLES
Qdd? How do you nean?
CAPTAI N
Well, earlier she seened to have

just vani shed froma room then
| ater she seened to have just
appeared on the path way with
Her cul es, then..

| PHI CLES
Wait, she net Hercul es on the path?

CAPTAI N
Yes ny lord. And, when they cane
t hough the gates, | could have
sworn she tried to make ne forget
all that happened.

| PHI CLES
Real | y.

CAPTAI N
Yes. There i s sonething about her
that is odd.

| PHI CLES
Qdd mi ght nme an understatenent. |If
she can appear and di sappear at
wll, maybe she is not who she
pretends to be. Maybe that is what
has Ares so intrigued.

CAPTAI N
What should we do, ny |ord?

| PHI CLES
We keep an eye on her.

n and | PH CLES head to the door.

CONTI NUE TGO



81

82

HALLWAY TO THE GREAT HALL

DI ANA and HERCULES are wal ki ng down the hall

at DI ANA.
HERCULES
Who' s Sera?
DI ANA
That was the nanme Ares gave

hi msel f.

DI ANA | ooks at HERCULES.

DI ANA
Sera is Ares spelt backwards.
HERCULES
Cl ever.
DI ANA
| know.

DI ANA and HERCULES proceed down the hall

DOMN HALL

94.

81
HERCULES | ooks

PAN TO
82

CAMERA pans to show I PHI CLES and the Captain following at a

di st ance.

FADE QOUT.



