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This document is a translation of a picture report that appeared on a forum, mainly targeting local 
cyclists in Temse, Belgium. A local cyclist activist wanted to stimulate the municipality to put a few 
undersigns to some dead end signs in order to indicate that they are not dead ended for cyclist and 
pedestrians. Soon after that, he noticed a newspaper article reporting on the living end road project of 
the International Federation of Pedestrians. Great was his surprise (and delight) when he discovered 
that the city participates in this project, and had started converting the dead end signs. In this 
document, he reports about the signs already converted, and those still in need of conversion. 

 

 

 

 

Translation (shortened) done by Geert van Waeg and approved by the original author Jozef Van 
Breuseghem. Oct 21, 2012. The original report and its further evolution can be found 

on http://ft.bbforum.be/doorlopende_straten_in_temse-t531.html (in Dutch) 

 

 

Living end roads is a project of the International Federation of Pedestrians.         
In Belgium, the project is driven by the Voetgangersbeweging 

www.pedestrians-int.org 

www.voetgangersbeweging.be 
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Posted: 30-09-2012 19:09:06    Subject:Living end roads in Temse   

 

 
A recent newspaper article (Sept 7, 2012) on living end roads, a project of the 
International Federation of Pedestrians and the Voetgangersbeweging, caught 
my attention:  
 
 
 

 
 



A dead end street for cars is not necessarily dead-ended for bicycles or 
pedestrians. That’s why they are called “living end” streets (or dooRlopende 
straat in Dutch). I wanted to ask the municipality about this, maybe even start 
some action around it, but today I noticed the below sign near the parking of 
the hospital in the Gasthuisstraat.  
 

 
 
It is great to see that the city of Temse goes beyond the simple “car thinking” 
when looking at mobility. They are even doing their job meticulously. The 
Mariadalstraat is only living ended for pedestrians, and the adapted sign 
clarifies that very well!  
 

 
 
This deserves a compliment!  I’m eager to explore what they have done 
to the other living end streets in Temse . 
 
_________________ 



Posted: 01-10-2012 19:34:28    Subject:Living end roads in Temse   

 

Today I cycled through many living end and dead end streets in Temse, many 
of those I had never been through before. In many places, the existing F45 
dead-end-signs are converted to living end signs, either for both cyclist and 
pedestrians, or only for pedestrians.  
 

 
ALREADY ADAPTED SIGNS 

I’ll first report on the living end signs from west to east in Temse, after that, 
I’ll report the signs that should be but have not (yet?) been converted to living 
end signs. 
 

 
 
From the woonerf Ganstienden one can walk further to the Meersstraat.  



 
 
The Hof ter Elstlaan continues to the Godevaert Braemstraat.  
 

 
 
And vice-versa from the Godevaert Braemstraat 



 
 
The Durmestraat grants access to the durmedijk (path along the river Durme) 
and to the Bettehemstraat.  
 

 
 
The living end Bettehemstraat grants in her turn access to the living end 
Kaaistraat, and further to the Durmestraat.  
 



 
 

 
 
The Kaaistraat is signposted as living end from both sides.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Some more living end signs: 
 

 
 
Broekstraat 
 

 
 
De Sint-Jozefstraat  
 



 
 
Esdreef  
 

 
 
Hermelgem  



 
 
Cesar Hinderdaelstraat  
 

 
 
At the end of the Grote Dweersstraat, the signing is still with the (older?) 
undersign. This is clear also.  
 



 
 
And in the middle of the Grote Dweersstraat, the signing is even done both 
ways!   

 
 
Boonakker.  
 



 
 
Kleine Dweersstraat  
 

 
 
Kleine Dweersstraat.  
 



 
 
Arthur Van Daelestraat to Jan Albert De Rooverstraat, ...  
 

 
 
... and vice versa.  
 



 
 
Karel Nissensstraat  
 

 
 
Dominicanessenstraat.  
 



 
 
And finally the Luiseekdam, with a small path leading to the Haasdonkse 
Steenweg.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Still TO BE ADAPTED SIGNS 

Aside from all these appropriately signed living end streets, there are still a 
number of streets sigposted as dead-ended, while in reality, they are living 
ended. Maybe the municipality has not yet gotten to these, since the 
conversion of the signs is a rather recent activity….  
 

 
 
The Meerssstraat 
 

  
 
This is how the Meersstraat connects to the Ganstienden. Only for pedestrians, 
not bicycles  



 
 
The Priesterage is absolutely not dead ended ...  
 

 
 
... since this little bridge grants access to the Vaantjeswegel. n.  
 



 
 
The Roomakkerwegel  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Hendrik Heymanlaan ends for cars...  
 

 
 
...but connects for cyclists and pedestrians to the Karel Van Hoeylandtlaan.  
 



 
 
At the end of the Theo De Deckerlaan ...  
 

 
 
... one can continue to the Frans Smetstraat.  
 



 
 
From the Karel Aubroecklaan ...  
 

 
 
... one can reach the Verbindingsstraat  
 



 
 
The Uilenberg even has two living exits!  
 

 
 
The one to the Brigade Pironstraat can also be used by cyclists.  
 



 
 
while the second one has a few steps further down, so only for pedestrians.  
 

 
 
and even a third exit, with even more steps.  
 



 
 
The sign in the Karel Nissensstraat is hidden, but wrongly dead-ended.  
 

 
 
... while one can reach the Karel Nissensstraat through this path.  
 



 
 
The Oostbergdreef is signed as dead-ended, ...  
 

 
 
... but even light motorcycles are allowed further at the end 
 



 
 
In Steendorp I couldn’t find a single living end sign.  
 

 
 
But maybe the municipality has not yet gotten to adapting the signs in this 
part of town.  
 
So far this picture report for today 
 


