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Who am I/ What I do 
• Dr Tyrone Bowes (experienced biotechnologist) 
• Personal interest in using DNA to uncover my own ancestral origins. 
• Set up the Irish Origenes website to help others rediscover their Irish 

ancestry using only their DNA. 
• I do Personalised Case Study reports (free consultation), sell a 

range of Irish themed maps from the Irish Origenes website, 
surname studies, and write articles for various magazines 
 

• Launched Irish Origenes in June 2011 
• Launched Scottish and English Origenes in 2012,  
• Welsh Origenes will be launched in 2014? 

 
 
 



There are 3 main commercial ancestral DNA tests 
  

mtDNA; to reveal people with whom you share a common female ancestor 
Y-DNA; to reveal people with whom you share a common male ancestor 

Autosomal DNA test; to reveal shared male and female ancestry 

DNA testing is painless 
Swab the cells and return it to 

the DNA testing company 



The swab harvests Cheek cells 

DNA 

• The test typically looks at 37 or 67 bits (or Markers) on the Y chromosome.  
• The company compares these markers to others on their database who have also taken the Y-DNA 

test 
• The more of the markers you share with someone the closer your shared ancestor lived (e.g brothers 

would match at 37/37 or 67/67 markers) 

DNA markers 
Present day 

Prehistory 

Surnames appear 
Time/centuries 



People I share a common male 
ancestor with! 

(who have also Y-DNA tested) 

My Haplogroup! 

This is what your DNA test results will look like 
My Bowes Y-DNA results 



R1b is the most common haplogroup in Europe 

Denotes a specific mutation that appeared in a single male about 18000 years ago 



• Of about 300,000 people who have taken 
a Y-DNA test I am a close match to 46 of 
them 
 

• I match others called Bowe(s) but I also 
match people with surnames that 
frequently recur as genetic matches 
 

• How can I share a common male 
ancestor with people with different 
surnames? 

 
• These surnames arose among a group of 

related males living in a specific location 
 
• Examine where these surnames occur 

and you will reveal an area common to 
all… that will be where your direct male 
ancestor  lived 1000 years ago when 
surnames became common 

Examining the surnames of the people I share a male 
ancestor reveals some interesting things!! 



(number of people with a surname who appear as a genetic match)  

Coloured font indicates ethnicity associated with each surname  
Irish, Norman, Norman or Irish 

1Individuals from the same family recruited for DNA testing 
 
 

These (recurring) surnames will have arisen among a group of related individuals 
living in a specific location! 

Plot where those surnames occur using census data and you’ll reveal a common 
area of association (where ones direct male ancestor lived 1000 years ago) 

Classify surnames according to the point at which they first appear as a genetic match  



Irish Origenes Surname Distribution Map Database 

>4,500 surnames associated with Ireland on this database 

An ancestral link with 
County Laois is revealed 



What happened 1000 years ago? 

County 
Laois 

Gaelic Irish 
tribal group of 
‘related males’ 

O’Cearbhaill 
(Carroll) 

O’Duibhlaoich 
(Dooley) 

O’Treasaigh 
(Treacy) 

O’Buaigh 
(Bowe) 

O’Flannagain 
(Flanagan) 

O’Ceallaigh 
(Kelly) 



O’Duibhlaoich 
(Dooley) 

O’Flannagain 
(Flanagan) 

In 1169AD the Normans arrive!!!!! 

Adoptions and infidelities between neighbouring Gael and Normans over 100’s of years 



The surnames of the people with whom I share a common male 
ancestor are reflecting the relationships over hundreds if not 

thousands of years! 



Irish Origenes ‘Surnames of Ireland Map’ shows where farmers with a 
particular surname cluster 



I’m a scientist and I want more evidence to support the ancestral 
link of these Clans and Families as revealed in my DNA results with 
County Laois and bordering Counties 
 

• Farmers and where they cluster  
• Historical monuments i.e. Castles and Towerhouses historically 

associated with these Clans and Families 
• Placenames (townlands, crossroads, local placenames) 
• Historical records 
• DNA evidence (test people living in the pinpointed area) 



The Irish Origenes Castles of Ireland Map 



Castle locations were used to construct the Irish Origenes 
‘Clan Territories of Ireland Map’ 

County Laois 



I’m a scientist and I want more evidence to support the ancestral 
link of these Clans and Families as revealed in my DNA results with 
County Laois and bordering Counties 
 

• Farmers and where they cluster  
• Historical monuments i.e. Castles and Towerhouses historically 

associated with these Clans and Families 

• Placenames (townlands, crossroads, local placenames) 
• Historical records 
• DNA evidence (test people living in the pinpointed area) 



Kilkenny 

Laois 

Pins = Townlands 
Balloons = local placenames 

Irish placenames hold a wealth of information regarding the Clans that first appeared 
there or the Norman families that settled there. 



An examination of Placenames  in County Laois reveals a Bowe crossroads! 

Bowe’s crossroads is found on early ordinance survey maps! 



I’m a scientist and I want more evidence to support the ancestral 
link of these Clans and Families as revealed in my DNA results with 
County Laois and bordering Counties 
 

• Farmers and where they cluster  
• Historical monuments i.e. Castles and Towerhouses historically 

associated with these Clans and Families 
• Placenames (townlands, crossroads, local placenames) 

• Historical records 
• DNA evidence (test people living in the pinpointed area) 



historical references to my Bowes ancestors in Laois/Kilkenny/Tipperary 
borderlands 

 

From the Tudor faints: 

"163 (118). Pardon to Jordan Morreyse, of Croghan, county Tipperary, husbandman; especially for the 

death of Phillip O'Bowe, ploughman." Dated 6th April 1548 (page 104, fiants of Edward VI). 

"2035 (1631.) Pardon to ... John O'Bow, late of Brownestown, ..." dated 11 January 1572. page 261. 

"5370 (4286.) Pardon to ... Phillip O Boe, of Corristowne, ... co. Kilkenny." dated 4 November 1589. 

"6191 (5017.) Pardon to ... Edm. Obowe ... This pardon shall be of force only for persons born or 

residing int he province of Munster, or County of Kilkenny." dated 17 February 1598. pages 317-18. 

"6484 (5240.) Pardon to ... Rich O Boe, husb., ...". dated 28 March 1601. page 401. 

 

From the "Calandar of Papal Registers:  

Papal Letters vol. xv 1484-1492" the index lists three men surnamed "O Bogue (OBinyde, Oboe, 

Obuy)" 

1 - John, Canon of Aghmacart, to have rectory of Kildellig, number 688. 

2 - Patrick, priest of Ossory diocese, to have rectory of Rathsaran and vicarage of Erke, number 674 

(dated 19 April 1491, states "Patrick Obinyde, priest, d. Ossory", was the illigitimate son of unmarried 

parents. Apparently he also had a family). 

3 - William, priest of Lismore diocese, to have vicarage of Rathdonan, number 358 (dated 25 February 

1489) 

 

Courtesy of Mr Adrian Martyn Medieval researcher, Galway City, Ireland 

  
 





I’m a scientist and I want more evidence to support the ancestral 
link of these Clans and Families as revealed in my DNA results with 
County Laois and bordering Counties 
 

• Farmers and where they cluster  
• Historical monuments i.e. Castles and Towerhouses historically 

associated with these Clans and Families 
• Placenames (townlands, crossroads, local placenames) 
• Historical records 

• DNA evidence (test people living in the 
pinpointed area) 



Boosting Tourism 
Walk in your ancestors footsteps 

I am a genetic match to Bowe males who live in County Laois 



People with Irish ancestry 
60% Gael (pre-Christian 

Celtic tribes) 
1-2% Viking 

12-15% Norman 
(English/Welsh) 

2-5% Scots Gallowglass 
20% 17th Century Plantation 

Scots and English 
 

Keep an open 
mind!!!!!!! 

 
 

What will the DNA reveal about your Galway origins? 



Farmers with a particular surname still cluster close to the 
area where the surname first appeared! 

Green pin = Gaelic Irish 
Yellow pin = Norman 
Purple pin = Potential Viking surname 
Starred pin = surname exclusive to that area! 



 
They gave the people of Ireland their 

distinctive 
 

Language: (Irish/Gaelic) 
Surnames: Beginning with Mac/Mc, O’, 

Gil/Kil, or Mul,  
Clan system 
Placenames 

Upon DNA testing 60% of you will be Gaels 
 

Themselves a heterogeneous mix of Prehistoric and ‘Celtic’ peoples 



DNA Case Studies 
reflect distinctive 
Irish DNA groups 



The Black Pigs Dyke  390–370 BC 
Reflects a historical division between the Northern 

and Southern Irish? 
 

The Black Pigs Dyke, County Cavan 
 



Source: The Tribes of Galway, Adrian Martyn 2014 

Tribal groups  of Pre-Norman Galway! 

Clann Fherghail; O’Halloran, O’Contully (Flood), O’Fergus 
Will the DNA reflect differences in these tribal groups???? 



O’Hallorans in 
Galway tested to 
date have been 

M222+ve 

Niall of the nine 
hostages DNA 

marker 

Preliminary 
data would 

indicate YES! 



The O’Hallorans  or strangers from across the sea were not Vikings but 
But ‘Gaels’ from the far north of Ireland who colonised Galway around 800AD 

 
Who else are descended from the early colonisers; Tullys, Floods, Fergus? 

Are there other DNA markers for other Galway ‘tribal’ groups?  



12-15% 

THE NORMANS 
 

Arrived in 1169 AD 
Conquered most of the Country 

and brought with them their 
Welsh, English, and Flemish 

followers 

Conquest and inter-marriage 



Galway split between Gael and Gall (Norman) 

Gaelic Irish Castle 
Norman Castle 

Scots-Gallowglass Castle 
Gael/Norman/Gallowglass castle 



Norman and Scots Gallowglass settlement in Galway 



Galway City was surrounded on 3 sides by the Norman Burke Family 

Terryland Castle Ballybrit Castle Castle Gar Castle 

Oranmore Castle 

1 

2 
3 

4 

1 2 3 
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The Tribes 
(Merchant Families of Galway Town) 

Working Class Gaels and Gall on the make in medieval Ireland! 

Surname Ethnicity 

Martyn Norman? 

Font Norman 

Athy Norman? 

Darcy Irish? 

French Norman 

Joyce Welsh 

Morris Norman? 

Blake Welsh 

Deane English 

Kirwan Irish? 

Skerritt Norman 

Bodkin Norman? 

Lynch Norman? 

Browne Norman? 
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Many of the surnames can still be found associated with Galway City 

Surname distribution mapping suggests most are of Norman origin  



Martyn Y-DNA results 

People Mr Martyn 
shares a common 

male ancestor with 

Red arrows = other Martins 
Green arrows = Gaelic Irish surnames 



DNA matches are to Gaelic Irish surnames which cluster along the course of the Shannon 

Gaelic Irish farmer cluster 
Norman farmer cluster 

Gaelic Irish Martyns 
The DNA shows evidence of Gaelic Irish Martyns settling in Spain and Portugal as a result of 

Galway towns trade links 



Surname Ethnicity Ethicity 
DNA 

Other DNA Evidence 

Martyn Norman? IRISH DNA reveals evidence of trade with continental 
Europe (especially Spain and Portugal) 

Font Norman ? ? 

Athy Norman? ? ? 

Darcy Irish? ? ? 

French Norman ? ? 

Joyce Welsh ? ? 

Morris Norman? ? ? 

Blake Welsh ? ? 

Deane English ? ? 

Kirwan Irish? ? ? 

Skerritt Norman ? ? 

Bodkin Norman? ? ? 

Lynch Norman? ? ? 

Browne Norman? ? ? 

The origin of the Tribes and their historical impact is being 
rediscovered using commercial ancestral Y-DNA testing 



Irish Origenes website (www.irishorigenes.com) contains the resources you need to Pinpoint an Irish origin 



There may be FREE DNA test kits available 

You can start with a 12 marker Y-DNA test kit  

Y-DNA12 ($59) 
 



Irish Origenes Open Access Databases 
(www.irishorigenes.com) 

Surnames database: 5,000 surname distribution maps 

Clans and Castles database: 400 maps 

Interactive Castles of Ireland Map 



Irish Origenes  
Surnames database (farmer clusters) 

Irish Origenes  
Townlands/Placenames database 

Irish Origenes databases 

>5,000 
surnames 

Irish Origenes  
Castles database 

1,400 
castles 

>10000 
Placenames 

These databases allow me to pinpoint an origin for my customers using 
the results of a commercial ancestral Y-DNA test  



Irish themed maps 

Since June 2012 I have been doing 
Irish, Scottish, and  English 

personalised Y-DNA Case Study 
Reports 

In addition; Surname reports,  
Ancestral DNA consultations, 

Writing articles for various 
magazines and websites, and I give 

talks on Pinpointing an ancestral 
origin 



CASE STUDIES 
50% Irish Case Studies 

45% Scottish Case Studies 
5% English Case Studies 

 



Keep an open mind as you never know where your DNA will 
take you! 

 
Thank you for your time 

Any questions? 
 

Dr Tireoghain O’Buaigh 
tyronebowes@gmail.com 


