March 2014

This month in Croquet Matters
The tournament season is almost over. As
this goes to print the New Zealand Secondary
Schools tournament is underway and then for
many of us we are finalising club events
before the season closes in April. We report
on the Arthur Ross Memorial handicap final,
the AC Men’s and Women’s Championships
and the Association Croquet Invitation
Events.

From the Exec
It seems it may be time to reconsider the
future of some of the Association Croquet
CNZ tournaments as attendance and
involvement in them has been dropping each
year. Three of the tournaments could be
considered:
NZ Gold & Silver Mallets
The English Silver & Bronze Medals
Arthur Ross Memorial Handicap Event
NZ Gold & Silver Mallets and The English
Silver & Bronze Medals used to be held
concurrently, one in the south island and the
other in the North Island. The order was
reversed the following year. These were once
well attended events and proved a great
training ground for up and coming players as
well as good competition for the lower
handicap players.
Over time more and more events have crept
into the tournament calendar as well as the
addition of golf Croquet events so that the
popularity of the Medals and Mallets has
waned. At one time in recent playing
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memory, there were 73 entries in one of the
tournaments held in Whangarei.
Is it time to put these events into sleep mode
or to find a way to enhance their popularity?
Please would you provide your views to the
Executive Director?
Arthur Ross Memorial Handicap Event
You will read later that the Arthur Ross finals
were a terrific success again this season.
However, there have been concerns
expressed about the number of players
competing at club and association level
leading up to the finals. Some associations
have a thriving programme to find club and
associations representatives, but more and
more associations are telling us that they
have only a handful or just a few, or even
worse no entries.
As John Prince Life Member might say...
“Arthur Ross would be so disappointed with
the way participation in this tournament has
dwindled. It was set up with the primary
purpose to encourage players of all abilities
to compete against on another”
The purpose still remains and should not be
lightly overlooked by and consideration of
the future of the event. We would just like to
find ways to improve the interest in handicap
play which has such a prestigious final to a
season’s competition.
It is appreciated that throughout the country
the number of people playing Association
Croquet has fallen in favour of those playing
golf croquet.
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However, is it time to reconsider all the
Association
croquet
tournaments
to
encourage a greater entry to what are chosen
to be kept?

the Coquet Association Silver Tray Invitation
Event, and runner up in the Arthur Ross
Memorial Event. He has gone from strength
to strength this season and his successes have
been well earned. Congratulations Greg.

Gold and Silver Stars (GC Handicap
Tournament)

We look forward to your contributions to the
newsletter during the winter months.

Currently this tournament is played over a
weekend as a Golf Croquet Handicap
Tournament (entry open to all affiliated
players).

Tournament Reports

We would like your views on whether the
format of the event could be changed to be
like the Arthur Ross Finals... ie For finalists of
club and association play rather than open
entry.

CNZ Awards & Qualifications:
Gold Award

Terry Price, Wairarapa

Silver Award:

Bonnie Johnstone, Taranaki

Bronze Award

Trish Dollan, Sth Cant

Manager’s Badge

Pamela George, Wgtn

Manager’s Badge

David Butcher, Auckland

Manager’s Badge

Maida Beetson, Auckland

Manager’s Badge

Murray McNae, Man/Wan

Sport
Officer

Development

Greg is on the road visiting clubs and also to
be at the National Secondary Schools
Tournament being held at Rose Gardens in
Palmerston North on 29 & 30 March 2014.
He has had a very successful season himself
which has kept him from the office. As well
as being part of the MacRobertson shield
Team Greg’s achievements this year have
been to win the New Zealand Open
Championship, the NZ Men’s championship,
croquet@croquet.org.nz

Arthur Ross Memorial Event
Handicap
Singles
Final
Paraparaumu
28 February, 1 &2 March 2014
by Tournament Manager Pamela George
The Arthur Ross Memorial Trophy was
presented by the Ross family and Ashley
Heenan OBE as a memorial to the unique
achievements of Arthur Ross over four
decades as a player, and administrator and
promoter of the game of Association croquet.
The trophy was first competed for in 1979.
The Event is the culmination of a season long
challenge, first in clubs, then at regional level
and the winners of the regional competition
represent their associations in the finals
which are held in Wellington area in March
each year. All matches are played on
handicap.
This year 2014 saw the tournament at the
Paraparaumu Club in the Kapiti area of the
Wellington Association. Fifteen Associations
entered of the possible 20. The stated
conditions of the tournament suggested that
three blocks of 5 players should compete in
the initial rounds. The CNZ tournament
committee agreed to a variation to the
conditions so that players were divided into 2
blocks one of 8 players and 1 of seven. This
meant that the players had a minimum of 6
games to qualify for the play off. Given this
change there was no quarter final and the
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runners-up and the winners of the two blocks
went into the semi-final on the second round
of the Sunday - the third day of the event.
These were all exciting matches. Margaret
Heaney from Marlborough from B Block
played Greg Bryant of Wellington from A
Block and Owen Evans of Canterbury from A
Block played Edmund Fordyce of South
Canterbury from block B. Margaret fought a
great battle but eventually Greg’s experience
payed out and he won that match to face
Edmund in the final. Edmund also had a
good game with Owen but his understanding
of the use of bisques and good break play
saw him emerge as the winner.
The final match of the day was probably one
of the most interesting games I have seen at
an Arthur Ross final. Edmund was over the
moon to be playing his idol and role model.
Greg had to give away 11 bisques. Although
he was on the back foot, when Edmund twice
failed 3 back on his first break Greg hit in and
did a quadruple peel on the opponent to peg
out both balls. We were all given a truly
special lesson in controlled break play which
showed all the entrants what is possible in
the game. But then………. Greg had taught
Edmund too well how to play a handicap
game against a strong minus player and we
witnessed great play, defence and use of
bisques by both players before Edmund took
the match 26oqp-13.
Several players had handicap changes over
the weekend. One player, Bonnie Johnstone
from Taranaki earned a Silver Merit award
for a break of 12 without bisques and
winning that match. Of significance is the fact
that Bonnie was giving away bisques rather
than receiving them in that game.

advantage even is it became obvious that
there are many lessons to learn for handicap
play, not the least how to win a match
receiving many bisques.
I wish to make a special Managerial thank
you to all the players, referees, Brian Boutel
as Tournament referee and especially to the
Paraparaumu Croquet Club.
The club
members were a joy and we had lovely home
baking for morning and afternoon tea as well
as a superb barbeque on the Saturday night.
The Club members joined the players and I
believe we all had great fun. A special
tournament all round.

13 year old Edmund Fordyce holds the Arthur Ross
Memorial punch bowl which is almost as big as he is!

Edmund and his role model Greg Bryant – winner and
runner-up respectively

This Arthur Ross was arguably the best I
have witnessed and certainly the best of the 3
I have managed. The players certainly set out
to try and use their bisques to their best
croquet@croquet.org.nz
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Also Seen at the Arthur Ross

Scott Martin representing
the Auckland Association

schedules for the Thursday and Friday went
as planned.
There were some exciting matches between
fairly evenly matched combinations. The
eight pairs were divided into 2 sections and
the winners and runners-up of each section
played off to determine the winners, Jenny
Clarke and Aiken Hakes.
Aiken was
understandably proud of his first national
title.

Margaret Heaney from
Marlborough in intense
concentration

Winners Aiken Hakes and Jenny Clarke with Brian Boutel,
Manager

Old hand Dennis
Bulloch from Nelson
knows well how to
handle a forest of
bisques - all it takes is
a good book

The Men’s and Women’s Championships
were both run as flexible Swiss events.
Although block play was the desirable format
of for the 8 entrants in the Women’s
Championship the weather possibilities
dictated it was better to play a Swiss. In the
event most players played each other and so
it was a block with Swiss overtones. Jenny
Clarke came out the winner with 100% of her
games won with three triple peels.
Congratulations to Jenny for a stellar
performance.

New Zealand Men’s & Women’s
Championships
Wellington 15-18 March 2014
Threatened with Cyclone Lusi’s potential for
wild winds and heavy rain the Managers
were persuaded to review how the events
would be played.
The Mixed doubles
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Jenny Clarke receives the Women’s Championship trophy
from Manager Brian Boutel
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The Men’s Championship was a much closer
fought event with 13 entrants competing for
the title. Originally the Swiss event was to be
played over the first day and ½ with three
hour time limits because of the weather
forecast. Players were required to play a
minimum of 4 games with one being played
on Sunday morning. The original plan was
to take the top four from the Swiss into a
playoff, but when heavy rain was predicted
for the afternoon, the managers decided that
it was likely that it would not be completed,
and opted to continue with the Swiss. This
caused a bit of upset from some players who
rightly believed they were still in with a
chance of winning if the original format had
been adhered to. However the heavens did
open which justified the Managers’ decision
somewhat and when Greg Bryant turned in a
100% performance he was declared the
winner.
Greg Bryant receives the
Men’s Championship trophy from Manager Brian Boutel

Other Tournament
Results
Correction
There is an error in the February newsletter
in the results of the New Zealand 0-3
Championships.
The winner of the 0-3 was Ethel Johnston
Oamaru, NOT G Fisher Wellington. Graeme
Fisher was the runner up.
Our apologies, and congratulations to Ethel.
Better fortune next time, Graeme.
croquet@croquet.org.nz

AC Invitation Events held in
Christchurch 19-23 March 2014
The Croquet Association Silver Tray
(top 8)
Michael Wright has given us this report on the
event.
The tournament was held as a section of bestof-three matches, with 4 days to complete 7
matches. This format had been used
successfully
in
several
past
events.
Conditions at United were good, with lawns
running at a nice 11 seconds, and the
Quadway hoops set in fairly hard ground.
There were no non-playing officials – the
players were responsible for managing the
tournament, setting the lawns, catering etc.
Apart from some injuries inflicted with
rubber mallets during hoop-setting, this
worked well.
The lawn conditions and firm hoops
conspired to make matches much longer than
anticipated. At the end of day 1, only the first
round had been completed. With a good
weather forecast, nobody was too worried
about the time left to complete the
tournament……which
proved
to
be
optimistic. Day two saw the completion of
round 2, and the start of round 3, with some
matches complete and some not. Round 4
was played on day 3, and then round 5 was
started. This was probably a mistake, since it
was apparent that the tournament would not
complete, and round 3 still had some
incomplete matches that would now never be
revisited.
Day 4 started with a players’ meeting to predetermine the strategy to decide a winner, in
the event of a tie in the match point score.
However, Greg Bryant remained undefeated
and no calculations were required. 4 players
had 4 unfinished matches at the end of day 4,
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with only 2 players managing to finish 5 of
the 7 scheduled matches.

Winner – Terry Price (Wai) 7 wins (+52)
R/Up – Graeme Fisher (Wgtn) 7 wins (+45)

The final standings on completed matches
were:
Greg Bryant winner on 5/5
Aiken Hakes runner-up 3/5

Miss Edwina Thompson Invitation
(NZ second 8)
Peter Filbee (South Taranaki) won with 11/14
wins, Geoff Duckett (Canterbury) was second
with 9/14 wins.
Peter Filbee (South Taranaki)
Geoff Duckett (Canterbury)
Alison Robinson (Wellington)
Peter Couch (Canterbury)
William Rush (Nelson)
Vincent Commarieu (Auckland)
Dennis Bulloch (Nelson)
Dick Smith (Wellington)

11 wins
9 wins
7 wins (-11)
6 wins
4 wins
7 wins (-12)
8 wins
4 wins

Roger Murfitt Invitation (NZ third 8)
Kevin Fellows (Wellington) won with 13/14
games. Keith Ebden was second with 10/14.
Kevin Fellows (Wellington)
13 wins
Keith Ebden (Auckland)
10 wins
Pam Fisher (Auckland)
9 wins
Kathie Grant (Auckland)
8 wins
Richard Kimberley (Canterbury) 8 wins
Doug Nottage (nelson)
5 wins
Marguaritte Rogers (Canterbury) 2 wins
Jane McIntyre (Canterbury)
1 win

NZ Croquet Invitation Event
RA Clarke Copper Tray Invitation

NZ Croquet Invitation Event
Gold Cup Invitation
Three day event at Wanganui Croquet Lawns
21, 22, 23 March 2014 – report from Manager
Murray McNae
Fine weather but windy on the Friday.
Players invited from Canterbury, Hawkes
Bay, Taranaki, South Taranaki, Wellington,
Wairarapa, Bay of Plenty
Winner Carissa Price ( Wairarapa )
Runner up Geof Gibson ( Hawkes Bay )
Carissa Price (Wairarapa)
Geoff Gibson (Hawkes Bay)
Baubre Murray (Wellington)
Kent Caddick (Canterbury)
Margaret Muir (Taranaki)
Peter Taylor (Bay of Plenty)
Bonnie Johnstone (Taranaki)
Johnathan Hart
(Canterbury)
Ian Campbell (Canterbury)
Sue Williams (South Taranaki)

Three day event at Croquet Mt Maunganui
21, 22, 23 March 2014

croquet@croquet.org.nz
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7 wins
6 wins (+34)
6 wins (+16)
5 wins
4 wins
4 wins
4 wins
3 wins
3 wins
3 wins

played off against corresponding section place
getters to determine 3rd to 24th places overall.

The names in order left to right
Back Row:
Peter Taylor
Bay of Plenty
Ian Campbell
Canterbury
Geof Gibson
Hawkes Bay
Johnathan Hart Canterbury
Kent Caddick
Canterbury
Murray McNae
Marton
Front Row:
Jacqueline Taylor
Jean McIntyre
Margaret Muir
Carissa Price
Baubre Murray
Bonnie Johnstone
Sue Williams

Bay of Plenty
Marton
Taranaki
Wairarapa
Wellington
Taranaki
South Taranaki

The St Pauls Collegiate pairing Hemi MellarsMclaren and Sam Treloar from Hamilton
dominated Section One with an unbeaten record
of 11 wins, followed by a tight contest for second
position in the block. Last year’s winner Andrew
Hawthorne with new doubles partner Laurent
Fifield from Ashburton College, Adam Marsh
and Mary-Kate Prankard from Inglewood HS,
and Edmund Fordyce with new player Richard
Terpy from Mt Hutt all tied on 9 wins. The
Inglewood pairing qualified for the 3rd & 4th
place playoff by just 4 net points.

Manager
Umpire
Referee

NZ Secondary School Tournament –
Rose Gardens 29 & 30 March 2014

A maximum capacity of 48 secondary school
students progressed from their association
playoffs to contest the RP Mallets sponsored CNZ
National Secondary School Finals in Palmerston
North last weekend. The Rose Gardens Croquet
Club provided excellent playing conditions once
again with fast lawns and great hospitality.
Two sections of 12 doubles teams were contested
to find two worthy finalists, and each team
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Last year’s runners-up from Inglewood HS,
George Redpath and Hayden Kilpatrick recorded
a perfect run to take out Section Two with 11
wins and were in good form to try and go one
place better this year. The Section Two runnersup position was also tightly contested with four
teams finishing on 8 wins. Seasoned campaigners
Liam and Jez Reeves from Havelock North HS
edged out Francis Douglas, Timaru Boys and
Waiopehu College teams, also by 4 net points. It
is worth noting that most players of the other
three teams were first time contenders, and
considering the vastly improved standard of play
at this year’s event their results were exceptional.
The playoff for 3rd and 4th was a nail biting affair
which went to a fiercely competitive 13th hoop.
Both teams had scoring opportunities thwarted
by accurate clearances. Some boundary distance
hoop attempts were made to try and clinch the
match, but after Adam narrowly failed such an
attempt, it was Havelock North that took the
initiative to take a tight position at the hoop and
after a severely wired clearance attempt, scored
the deciding hoop to take 3rd place.
The final was a development squad affair and
promised to be a very competitive game
involving four very capable players. George and
Hayden, appearing in their 2nd consecutive final
were on the back foot early in the game with four
quick points grabbed by Havelock North boys
Hemi and Sam. While Sam struggled with
accuracy early on, Hemi was dominating with
clearances and good hoop running, set up by
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tactics that suited the pairings playing strengths.
George and Hayden couldn’t get a sequence of
shots together to take early command of the game
and by the time they did get points on the board,
the horse had bolted with Hemi Mellars-Mclaren
and Sam Treloar becoming 2014 champions 7-3,
and owners of two new beautifully crafted RP
Mallets!

croquet@croquet.org.nz
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Regional News
Croquet Hawkes Bay
Te Mata Golf Croquet Twilight
Tournament

(Report by Colleen Stephens)

The legendary Stephens family from the
Hawkes Bay have a new addition to the
long line of successful
croquet players
Sonya Sedgwick nee Stephens
with month old Mela (March
2014)

During February, as an incentive for
introducing new players to the game, Te
Mata Croquet Club in Havelock North ran a
fun tournament over 4 consecutive Friday
evenings.
Teams for handicap doubles comprised a
member paired with a non- member/ new
player. Each team chose a fun name and the
games were run on a round robin system.
Two games were played each evening. The
emphasis
was
on
enjoyment
and
participation. Feedback from all players was
very positive, and, as a result of the initiative,
Te Mata has gained some keen new members.
Heather Jamieson, Captain, and Tony
Lythgoe, Assistant Captain, made sure the
tournament ran as any official tournament
would, using notification chits, and charting
results. These results were published in the
local paper.
The final evening included a shared meal at
the end of play, with the awarding of prizes
for a variety of titles.
Report by Jenny Greig

Croquet Hawkes Bay 80th Annual
Golf Croquet tournament
Tony Stephens won the handicap doubles
and Open singles. There was a good field –
17 in the Open. The critics all said it is a
number to be avoided, but Tony came up
with a format of 3 sections of 4 and one of 5
with 13 point games. The top 2 went thru to
play off a round robin of 19 point games
while the rest went into the plate of 13 point
games with a bye. Worked out really well
and everyone was happy with the format.
croquet@croquet.org.nz

Taranaki
Great promotion of the health and social
benefits of croquet in New Plymouth
Subject: 90th Birthday Celebration
The New Plymouth Croquet Club recently
celebrated along with 4 of our members their
90 birthdays, we combined this with a fun
tournament 5, 45 minute games, one of our 90
year olds competed in this tournament, what
a great example and lead to follow for us all.
These Ladies have all been golfers in their
younger days and it shows today in their
play.
Our Fun Sundays have become a regular
event on our Croquet calendar, these take
place once a month $5.00 entry fee and which
all helps towards club funding, we have
small prizes all donated and one for the
lowest score on the day so great
encouragement for all players no matter how
well they play on the day.
Sunday we topped our day off with this
special acknowledgement for our 4 Senior
members, 42 members were there to celebrate
with Birthday cake and candles.
Barbara Anderson, Publicity
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The winning Waiopehu College (Levin) team of brothers,
Declan & Connell Leahy, together with mentor, Ted
Anderson of Levin Croquet Club

Well done Audrey Wilmshurst, Norma Craig,
Noreen Bint and Mary Malloy.

Manawatu-Wanganui
Croquet Manawatu-Wanganui
At Rose Gardens, Palmerston North
NZ Secondary Schools ManawatuWanganui Qualifying Tournament
This tournament resulted in a tense battle
with Waiopehu College of Levin eventually
shading Palmerston North Girls High (J&A)
by one net hoop, 5 wins (+15) to 5 wins (+14).
Both these teams and third and fourth placegetters, Awatapu College Boys and
Palmerston North Girls High (S&S)
respectively will represent ManawatuWanganui in the National Secondary School
Finals at Rose Gardens on 29-30 March. The
games were played in a good spirit and it
was a pleasure to see the excellent behaviour
of the contestants.
Winner: Waiopehu College (Levin), Runnerup: Palmerston North Girls High School
(J&A).

Runners-up: Palmerston North Girls High School's Jamie
Fowler & Ariana Brodie. Jamie is a member of The Rose
Gardens Croquet Club

Croquet Manawatu-Wanganui
Golf Croquet Interclub Competition
Week 8
5-3 victories by Feilding & Rose Gardens over
Takaro & Marton respectively and with the
same hoop count left them in the same
positions at the head of the table as the
previous round. Another good 5-3 win by
Wanganui over Levin pulled them up to
within one point of the latter club who
remains in third place. With a three point, 30
net hoop lead over Rose Gardens, Feilding
must remain as favourite for the trophy.
However, Levin could be the spoiler as it has
to play both the leading clubs in the final two
rounds.
Rose Gardens 5, Marton 3
Takaro 3, Feilding 5
Wanganui 5, Levin 3
Week 9
A big 6-2 win by Rose Gardens over Takaro
was insufficient to make an impact on
Feilding's three point lead at the head of the
table as the latter beat Levin 6-2. With only
one round to go, Feilding must remain
favourites and Rose Gardens should take
second spot. There is a log-jam for third place

croquet@croquet.org.nz
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with both Levin and Wanganui with 35
points and Marton on 34.
Levin 2, Feilding 6.
Marton 5, Wanganui 3
Takaro 2, Rose Gardens 6.
Points to date (net hoops in
brackets): Feilding 46 (76), Rose Gardens 43
(43), Levin 35 (-6), Wanganui 35 (-9), Marton
34 (-30), Takaro 23 (-74).
Croquet Manawatu-Wanganui
Association Croquet at Levin
The Griffith Trophy (Handicap 16 & over)
The spectacular Griffith Trophy has been
competed for in the Manawatu Croquet
Association (now Croquet-Manawatu) for
many years. Competed for by high handicap
players, it is unusual in that the games are of
one-hour duration (short by association
croquet standards) and the winner being the
player winning the most hoops over the
course of the event, rather than the most
games. The reason for the unusual format is
lost in history but believed to be that it would
encourage attacking rather than defensive
play.

did given the fact that he was giving away a
considerable number of bisques in each
game. Of those who played him only Owen
Evans from Canterbury and Edmund
Fordyce from South Canterbury really used
the power of the bisques to defeat him.
There are, as always, a few rules of thumb to
follow:
If you are receiving bisques and win the toss,
elect to go second. This ensures that when
you start to arrange the lawn to your
advantage you have all 4 balls on the lawn.


If you have a reasonable number of
bisques, say 9 or more become
comfortable with using up to 1 more
than half for the first break and the rest
for the second break to win.
The reasons for this are:
1. To work to keep the opponent
off the lawn as long as possible
while you get used to the pace
and conditions
2. After the first break you should
be
familiar
with
those
conditions and require a lesser
number of bisques for the break
3. Keep the pressure on your
opponent to not make errors
when you are potentially 1 turn
(including bisque turns) from
finishing

2014 Winner: Lois Molloy (Levin) 26 hoops,
Runner-up: Jenny Harding (Levin) 20 Hoops.

Coaching Corner
Bisques
It seems appropriate to make some comment
on the use of handicap points (bisques)
following on from the Arthur Ross Memorial
Handicap Event.
Perhaps the saddest and surprising aspect of
an otherwise successful tournament was the
apparent lack of knowledge on how to use
bisques to their best advantage. Greg Bryant
would be the first to acknowledge that he
should not have won as many matches as he
croquet@croquet.org.nz





In your first turn use up to 2 ½ or 3
bisques to set up a standard break .i,e. a ball at 2, a ball and the peg and a
dolly rush to hoop one from below the
hoop, Or
A ball at 1 and 2, and a rush to A baulk
on the third ball. Rush the 3rd ball to A
baulk using the 2nd bisque and send it
to the pivot ball position while going
to the hoop 1 pioneer for an easy four
ball break.
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You might not get another good chance to
set up this break and so make the most of
things while the advantage is yours.

There are of course other tactics required if
you have only a few bisques from your
opponent or conversely are giving them
away.

You can set up a break by taking a shot at
an opponent’s ball on the boundary and
then bring it into the lawn. If more than
one ball is on the boundary use the
continuation shot to go to that ball and
bring it into the lawn as well. Use a ½
bisque first to do this. Use another bisque
to tidy up the balls into that practice
break.

The most vital thing here is to think of using
what bisques you have to repair a break
rather than to take one (or more!) in
desperation. After all, the opponent is just as
nervous as you are and likely to make
mistakes to be capitalised on.

If you are intending to use bisques to set
up a break, it is most important to
establish a pioneer ball at the hoop you
are up to FIRST ie if you are for hoop 1,
send a ball to hoop 1 as a pioneer before
taking your next bisque to play the break.
This is far more reliable than relying on a
long rush to hoop 1.





If necessary, take another bisque to
play that break.
If the break starts to fall apart use a
bisque to repair it by going behind a
ball in the last shot of the turn to create
a useful, rush and then take the bisque,
It is not ideal to take a risky shot and
perhaps have to use 2 bisques to get
back in control. Take the initiative to
maintain control – that is what bisques
are for.

Pamela George and Greg Bryant

At the end of the first break there is an ideal
point on the lawn to set up for the second
break. This is somewhere between hoops 3 &
4 wired from both the balls at 1 and 2. Lay a
rush to the ball at 2 and you are in a
commanding position whatever the opponent
choses to do. If you are well wired he can
either run away, shot the ball from 1 at the
ball at 2 or vice versa. It does not take too
much vision to see what can be done from
there to set up a perfect break for the second
ball – take a bisque if you have to and away
you go.
croquet@croquet.org.nz
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And now for a bit of light relief……….
With no rain for weeks, the lawns have been
running at 12+. Hence the attached from Rose
Gardens CC Lawns in Palmerston North

Coordinator/artist/cartoonist, Annabel Neall
Croquet Matters was prepared by the Executive
Director and Sport Development Officer and
Pamela George.
Many thanks for all the
contributions received.

croquet@croquet.org.nz
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R P Mallets (Advertisement)
New owner for Ray Puckett Mallets!
Ray has sold his business to Craig
Smith.
Craig Smith has taken over all designs
and copyrights from Ray and is crafting
croquet mallets for the beginner right
through to the high-end competitive
player as RPMallets
Ray Puckett was the originator of the
peripheral weighted croquet mallet
over 17 years ago and transformed the
croquet mallet world with his ground
breaking designs. RPMallets are still
hand crafting each individual original
peripheral weighted mallet head. Craig
has added in new design features and
techniques to provide the best possible
mallet he can.
Craig has a wide work experience
ranging from dairy farming,
woodworking, horticulture, and
landscaping to real estate. Craig
resides in Red Beach with his 2
children and is working out of his
workshop there. He is enjoying the
challenges that come from running his
own business and also croquet as a
sport.

Craig is continually looking for new
ways to improve and perfect each part
of the mallet making process and is
excited about new ideas and products
to bring to the croquet world… shortly
a carbon composite mallet, watch this
space!
RPMallets motto is 'AIMING FOR THE
PERFECT BALANCE'.

CRAIG SMITH
RPMALLETS 15 BAY VISTA DR RED
BEACH 0932 PH 094210404 MOB 0275703531

You can contact Craig via his website,
e-mail or by phone
www.rpmallets.co.nz
craig@rpmallets.co.nz
09 421 0404

There certainly have been some
challenges and frustrations as with
starting up any new business, setting
up a work shop and learning the ins
and outs of mallet making. But the
results are starting to come through
now.
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