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Who am I/ What I do 
• Dr Tyrone Bowes (experienced scientist) 
• Personal interest in using DNA to uncover my own ancestral origins. 
• Set up the Irish Origenes website to help others rediscover their Irish 

ancestry using only their DNA. 
• I do Personalised Case Study reports (free consultation), sell a 

range of Irish themed maps from the Irish Origenes website, 
surname studies, and write articles for various magazines 

• DNA does not lie! 
• Launched Irish Origenes in June 2011 
• Launched Scottish and English Origenes in 2012,  
• Welsh Origenes will be launched in 2014? 

 
 
 



There are 3 main commercial ancestral DNA tests 
  

mtDNA; to reveal people with whom you share a common female ancestor 
Y-DNA; to reveal people with whom you share a common male ancestor 

Autosomal DNA test; to reveal shared male and female ancestry 

DNA testing is painless 
Swab the cells and return it to 

the DNA testing company 



The swab harvests Cheek cells 

DNA 

• The test typically looks at 37 or 67 bits (or Markers) on the Y chromosome.  
• The company compares these markers to others on their database who have also taken the Y-DNA 

test 
• The more of the markers you share with someone the closer your shared ancestor lived (e.g brothers 

would match at 37/37 or 67/67 markers) 

DNA markers 
Present day 

Prehistory 

Surnames appear 
Time/centuries 

The Y-DNA test 



People with Irish ancestry 
60% Gael (pre-Christian 

Celtic tribes) 
1-2% Viking 

12-15% Norman 
(English/Welsh) 

2-5% Scots Gallowglass 
20% 17th Century Plantation 

Scots and English 
 

Keep an open 
mind!!!!!!! 

 
 

What will the DNA reveal about your Irish origins? 



This is what your DNA test results will look like 
Test subject 

Mr Joseph Dooley  Haplogroup! 

People Mr Dooley shares a 
common male ancestor with! 
(who have also Y-DNA tested) 



Examining the surnames of the people Mr Dooley shares 
common ancestry with reveals some interesting things!! 

• Mr Dooley shares ancestry with other Dooleys 
(who tested independently of him) 

• These surnames are not random! Some recur as 
genetic matches! 

• How can one share common ancestry with 
people with different surnames? 

• These recurring surnames arose among a tribal 
group of related males living in a specific location 

• Mr Dooley is descended from a ‘Dooley-Adam;’ 
the first to pick that surname who lived 
approximately 1000 years ago! 

• Plot where those recurring surnames are found in 
early census data and you’ll reveal an area 
common to all! Or where the Dooley-Adam lived 
1000 years ago! 



(In brackets are the number of people with a surname who appear as a genetic match)  
Coloured font indicates ethnicity associated with each surname Irish, Norman, Norman or Irish 

1Individuals from the same family recruited for DNA testing 

Identify all the surnames that recur as close genetic matches!!  

There is an Irish connection! 

1657AD 

Barbados descendants of Irish Red legs 



Irish Origenes Surname Distribution Map Database 

>4,500 surnames associated with Ireland on this database 

An ancestral link with County Laois is revealed 



What happened 1000 years ago? 

County 
Laois 

Gaelic Irish 
tribal group of 
‘related males’ 

O’Cearbhaill 
(Carroll) 

O’Duibhlaoich 
(Dooley) 

O’Buaigh 
(Bowe) 

O’Flannagain 
(Flanagan) 

Ó Mórdha 
(Moore) 



O’Duibhlaoich 
(Dooley) 

O’Flannagain 
(Flanagan) 

In 1169AD the Normans arrive!!!!! 

Adoptions and infidelities between neighbouring Gael and Normans over 100’s of years 



Irish Origenes ‘Surnames of Ireland Map’ shows where farmers with a 
particular surname cluster 



I’m a scientist and I want more evidence to support the ancestral 
link of these Clans and Families as revealed in my DNA results with 
County Laois and bordering Counties 
 

• Farmers and where they cluster  
• Historical monuments i.e. Castles and Towerhouses historically 

associated with these Clans and Families 
• Placenames (townlands, crossroads, local placenames) 
• Historical records 
• DNA evidence (test people living in the pinpointed area) 



The Irish Origenes Castles of Ireland Map 



Castle locations were used to construct the Irish Origenes 
‘Clan Territories of Ireland Map’ 

County Laois 



I’m a scientist and I want more evidence to support the ancestral 
link of these Clans and Families as revealed in my DNA results with 
County Laois and bordering Counties 
 

• Farmers and where they cluster  
• Historical monuments i.e. Castles and Towerhouses historically 

associated with these Clans and Families 

• Placenames (townlands, crossroads, local placenames) 
• Historical records 
• DNA evidence (test people living in the pinpointed area) 



Kilkenny 

Laois 

Pins = Townlands 
Balloons = local placenames 

Irish placenames hold a wealth of information regarding the Clans that first appeared 
there or the Norman families that settled there. 



LAOIS 

Green balloons = farmer clusters 
Green pins = O’Carroll castles 

Placenames/Townlands 



Mr Dooley’s Paternal Ancestral Genetic Homeland 
(where his direct male ancestor lived when he first inherited his surname 1000 years ago) 

5 miles 



Mr Joseph Dooley and I share a common male ancestor 



I’m a scientist and I want more evidence to support the ancestral 
link of these Clans and Families as revealed in my DNA results with 
County Laois and bordering Counties 
 

• Farmers and where they cluster  
• Historical monuments i.e. Castles and Towerhouses historically 

associated with these Clans and Families 
• Placenames (townlands, crossroads, local placenames) 

• Historical records 
• DNA evidence (test people living in the pinpointed area) 



historical references to my Bowes ancestors in Laois/Kilkenny/Tipperary 
borderlands 

 

From the Tudor faints: 

"163 (118). Pardon to Jordan Morreyse, of Croghan, county Tipperary, husbandman; especially for the 

death of Phillip O'Bowe, ploughman." Dated 6th April 1548 (page 104, fiants of Edward VI). 

"2035 (1631.) Pardon to ... John O'Bow, late of Brownestown, ..." dated 11 January 1572. page 261. 

"5370 (4286.) Pardon to ... Phillip O Boe, of Corristowne, ... co. Kilkenny." dated 4 November 1589. 

"6191 (5017.) Pardon to ... Edm. Obowe ... This pardon shall be of force only for persons born or 

residing int he province of Munster, or County of Kilkenny." dated 17 February 1598. pages 317-18. 

"6484 (5240.) Pardon to ... Rich O Boe, husb., ...". dated 28 March 1601. page 401. 

 

From the "Calandar of Papal Registers:  

Papal Letters vol. xv 1484-1492" the index lists three men surnamed "O Bogue (OBinyde, Oboe, 

Obuy)" 

1 - John, Canon of Aghmacart, to have rectory of Kildellig, number 688. 

2 - Patrick, priest of Ossory diocese, to have rectory of Rathsaran and vicarage of Erke, number 674 

(dated 19 April 1491, states "Patrick Obinyde, priest, d. Ossory", was the illigitimate son of unmarried 

parents. Apparently he also had a family). 

3 - William, priest of Lismore diocese, to have vicarage of Rathdonan, number 358 (dated 25 February 

1489) 

 

Courtesy of Mr Adrian Martyn Medieval researcher, Galway City, Ireland 

  
 





Where precisely was Clan Dooleys territory? 
What did Clan Dooleys territory look like? 



County Laois in 1563AD 



Slieve Bloom (Bloyma)  
mountains 



Slieve Bloom mountains 



Slieve Bloom mountains 



Portlaois 

Dooley’s bridge 

Killadooley 
Dooley’s crossroads 

Clonenenagh 

Mountrath 



Ordnance Survey Ireland (www.osi.ie) 

Google Earth roadside view 

St Fintan’s Medieval Church (600AD) and Graveyard 

Early Christian burial slabs 

http://historicgraves.com/graveyard/st-fintan-s-clonenagh 



The Chief of the O’Dooley Clan was 
the inaugurator of the O'Carroll clan, 

he alone had the power to install each 
new O'Carroll chieftain 

Who were the Dooley Clan of Laois? 



The Gaelic Irish Dooleys, Flanagans, and Bowe are related to the Ely O’Carrolls 

www.irishorigenes.com/store/castles-map 



What happened to Irelands Clan Chiefs? 



I’m a scientist and I want more evidence to support the ancestral 
link of these Clans and Families as revealed in my DNA results with 
County Laois and bordering Counties 
 

• Farmers and where they cluster  
• Historical monuments i.e. Castles and Towerhouses historically 

associated with these Clans and Families 
• Placenames (townlands, crossroads, local placenames) 
• Historical records 

• DNA evidence (test people living in the 
pinpointed area) 



DNA TESTING CONFIRMS THE PATERNAL ANCESTRAL LINK WITH LAOIS 
 
• Mr Joseph Dooleys’s genealogical papertrail leads to Mountrath 

(Moenra) in County Laois 
• Two males from Mountrath (Moenra) are a close DNA match to Mr 

Joseph Dooley and Dr Tyrone Bowes 
• Bowe/Bowes from County Laois  recruited for DNA testing are a 

match to Joseph Dooley and Dr Tyrone Bowes 
• A direct descendant of Charles Carroll of Carrollton has DNA tested 

and is a DNA match to Joseph Dooley and Dr Tyrone Bowes 



What else can the DNA results reveal about the 
Carrolls, Dooleys and Bowes etc..  

How long have they been in Ireland? 
Where did they come from? 



Source: The Tribes of Galway, Adrian Martyn 2014 

Gaelic Irish DNA ‘signatures’ reflect the 
political division (Kingdoms) of Pre-

Norman Ireland 

political division (Kingdoms) of Pre-Norman Ireland 



DNA markers 
Present day 

Prehistory 

1000AD 
Surnames appear 

Time/centuries 

Y-DNA test results reflect shared ancestry over many millennia 

67 and 37 marker surname matches reveal that the Dooley 
surname arose in County Laois 

What will Mr Dooley’s distant surname matches reveal? 

67 and 37 marker 
Surname matches 

100AD 
12marker 

Surname matches 



Irish surnames 

Scottish surnames 

Scottish/English surnames 

Welsh surnames 



McManus and 
McGuire/Maguire are both 
associated with Fermanagh! 



The McGuires and McManus farmers cluster 
together in Fermanagh in 1911 



12 Marker Irish surnames are associated with Fermanagh 

The McGuires/Maguires dominated Fermanagh 



Pringle 

Livingstone 

Smith 
Nesbit 

Ferguson 

Miller 

McDonald 

McDonald 

McNeill 

12 Marker Scottish surnames are associated with the South and West of Scotland 

SCOTLAND 



There are 3 distinct population groups with common ancestry  



A story emerges! 



ROMAN MAP OF THE TRIBAL GROUPS IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND 



SUMMARY 
 

• Mr Dooley’s ancestral papertrail leads to Laois 
• DNA has confirmed a paternal ancestral link with County Laois 

• DNA indicates that the ancestral link with Laois dates from at least 
1000AD (when the Dooley surname first appeared) 

• DNA reveals an earlier ancestral link with Fermanagh 
• Mr Dooley’s ancestors probably arrived in Ireland in 76AD from 
Southeast Scotland during Tuathal Techtmar’s Roman sponsored re-

conquest of Ireland 



Irish Origenes website (www.irishorigenes.com) contains the resources you need to Pinpoint an Irish origin 



Irish Origenes Open Access Databases 
(www.irishorigenes.com) 

Surnames database: 5,000 surname distribution maps 

Clans and Castles database: 400 maps 

Interactive Castles of Ireland Map 



Irish Origenes  
Surnames database (farmer clusters) 

Irish Origenes  
Townlands/Placenames database 

Irish Origenes databases 

>5,000 
surnames 

Irish Origenes  
Castles database 

1,400 
castles 

>10000 
Placenames 

These databases allow me to pinpoint an origin for my customers using 
the results of a commercial ancestral Y-DNA test  



Irish themed maps 

Since June 2012 I have been doing 
Irish, Scottish, and  English 

personalised Y-DNA Case Study 
Reports 

In addition; Surname reports,  
Ancestral DNA consultations, 

Writing articles for various 
magazines and websites, and I give 

talks on Pinpointing an ancestral 
origin 



CASE STUDIES 
50% Irish Case Studies 

45% Scottish Case Studies 
5% English Case Studies 

 



Contact me for a free consultation on your DNA results! 
 

Keep an open mind as you never know where your DNA will 
take you! 

 
Thank you for your time 

Any questions? 
 

Dr Tireoghain O’Buaigh 
www.irishorigenes.com 

tyronebowes@gmail.com 


