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SUNDAYS AT ST MARY’S
8.00 am
10.00 am
6.30 pm
10.00 am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion and Children Together
Evensong
(second Sunday) Worship Together
WEEKDAYS AT ST MARY’S

Daily:
Daily:
Wednesday:

9.00 am - Morning Prayer (except Fridays and Saturdays)
5.00 pm - Evening Prayer (except Fridays)
1.30 pm - Toddlers’ Group at St Mary’s (term time) parents &
toddlers
Thursday:
10.30 am - Holy Communion in Lady Chapel
Thursday:
7.30 pm - Bell Ringing Practice
Friday:
Choir Practice and Youth Groups (in term time)
Saturday:
10.00 - 12.00 noon - Open Church –refreshments available
Priest in Charge Day Off:
Friday
OTHER REGULAR EVENTS
Bible Study Group:
Monday, first in month at 2.30 pm
01384 379972
Mothers’ Union:
Second Tuesday at 2.15 pm
392951
Outreach Group:
Occasional meetings
01562 851491
Music Group Practice:
Second Saturday at 10.00 am
375167
St Mary’s Walking Group: Last Saturday of the month. Depart 9.30 am
Reader Emeritus:
Reader:
Church Wardens:
Organist / Choirmaster:
Treasurer:
PCC Secretary:
Magazine Editors:

Mr Roy Peacock
Mrs Kanthi Ariaraj
Mrs Judy Hall
Mr Antony Tatford
Mr Robin Walker
Mr Russ Fowler
Miss Katey Fletcher
Mr Antony Tatford
Miss Gemma Sutton

379972
395115
377349
822661
01905 353939
442684
378182
822661
07968 586285

Church Hall and
Coach House: - Bookings
Parish Office
441003
Parish Administrator and
Publicity Officer:
Mr John Sutton
441003
Parish Office: Open 9.00 am -12.00 noon Monday to Friday
441003
Church website address:
www.stmaryschurcholdswinford.org.uk
E-mail: st.mary.os@btconnect.com
Magazine e-mail address:
stmary.parishmagazine@hotmail.co.uk

ENQUIRIES ABOUT WEDDINGS, BANNS OF MARRIAGE, BAPTISMS.
Please come to the Church on Saturday morning between 10.00 am and 11.00
am for Vestry Hour. You will be warmly welcomed. Tea and coffee will be
available.

Cover photograph courtesy of Bob Evans
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DIARY FOR JULY 2015
Wednesday 1
Thursday 2
Saturday 4
SUNDAY 5
Thursday 9
Saturday 11
SUNDAY 12
Monday 13
Tuesday 14
Wednesday 15
Thursday 16
Friday 17
Saturday 18

SUNDAY 19
Tuesday 21
Wednesday 22
Thursday 23
Saturday 25
SUNDAY 26
Tuesday 28
Thursday 30
Friday 31

3.30 pm English Heritage visit to St Mary’s
10.30 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Open Church and Vestry Hour
11.00 am Visiting Bell-ringers from Dursley, Gloucestershire
FIFTH AFTER TRINITY
10.30 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Open Church and Vestry Hour
1.00 pm Wedding
SIXTH AFTER TRINITY
Open the Book team visit Old Swinford Primary School
11.30 am Holy Communion at Hollycroft
2.15 pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Coach House
7.00 pm Standing Committee
9.00 am Full staff meeting
7.00 pm Old Swinford Primary School Leavers’ Service
10.30 am Holy Communion
Dudley Schools– term ends.
10.00 am Open Church and Vestry Hour
11.30 am Wedding
3.30 pm Wedding
9.30-10.30 am Visiting bell ringers
SEVENTH AFTER TRINITY
12.00-2.00 pm Parish Picnic in the Rectory Garden
3.00 pm Baptism
2.00 pm Tuesday Tea in the Coach House
11.30 am Holy Communion at Holly Lodge
7.30 pm PCC Meeting
10.30 am Holy Communion
2.30 pm Cream Tea at the Rectory
10.00 am Open Church and Vestry Hour
St Mary’s Walking Group
1.30 pm Wedding
EIGHTH AFTER TRINITY
2.30-4.00 pm Tuesday Tea in the narthex
10.30 am Holy Communion
12.00 noon Wedding
CHRISTIAN AID

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Christian Aid Week
collections, especially to Helen Fowler who organised the event, arranging the
allocation of roads, distribution of collection envelopes and authority to collect and
overseeing the accounting of the collection. A total of over £1700 was raised which
has been sent to Christian Aid to support the valuable work undertaken in areas of
great need.
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FROM THE RECTORY
Dear Friends,

We have many different ‘New Years’ in our culture. We have the calendar
year starting as it does in January – the date that the calendar changes, when we,
like the Roman God Janus, look back at the past and forward to the future. We are
also affected by the tax year which starts in April, for some that may not have a
great impact, but for others the end of one tax year and the beginning of another
means there is a great deal of work to face. At one point in our recent history there
were even advantages to be gained if you married before the end of the tax year.
The Church calendar starts at yet another time of year. Advent Sunday, the
start of the Church year, is on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, and that can
occur in November or December. As if that were not enough ‘starts’ for us, there is
one other which has a deep significance for many people, and that is the start of
the School or educational year. This occurs for most people on some date in
September, although if you are moving to University it may not actually start until
October. It is this manifestation of the New Year for which many people are now
starting to prepare. The Summer holidays, the time to wind down after one year
and think about the start of a New Year.
This idea of ‘ending’ and ‘starting’ is not just something associated with the
beginning of a New Year, it is an integral part of our individual and corporate faith
journeys. At the centre of the Christian message is the idea of forgiveness, and
linked with that is the capacity to start afresh. As human beings we all make
mistakes, that is something well recognised in the Bible, and the Bible then goes
on to tell us that the God we worship is a forgiving God. We only have to look at
the story of ‘The Lost Son’ in Luke 15 and see that the Father, a representation of
our heavenly Father, is someone who wants to allow his errant son to make a new
start. This is also reflected in the stories of the resurrection in John’s gospel,
where the risen Jesus allows Peter, who had denied he even knew Jesus, to make
a fresh start.
There are times in all our lives when we need to recognise that capacity to
make a fresh start. Our faith and trust in a forgiving God is a model which we are
all encouraged to copy, that as we are forgiven by God and allowed to start again,
so we should forgive each other and allow each other to make a fresh start.
Our faith is about forgiveness and renewal – out with the old, in with the
new. May we live in constant awareness of that essential dynamic of the Christian
gospel, which is good news for us and for all people.
With every blessing.
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SERVICES IN JULY 2015
8.00 am
Holy Communion
5 July
Fifth After
Trinity

10.00 am
Parish Communion
6.30 pm
Evensong

2 Corinthians 12.
2-10

Mark 6.
1-13

Jeremiah 20.
1-11a

Romans 14.
1-17

8.00 am
Holy Communion
12 July
Sixth After
Trinity

10.00 am

WORSHIP TOGETHER

6.30 pm
Choral Evensong

Job
4.1, 5.6-27

Romans 15.

Ephesians 2.

Mark 6.

11-22

30-34, 53-56

Job 13.
13-14

Hebrews 2.
5-18

Ephesians 3.
14-21

John 6.

Job 19.
1-27a

Hebrews 8.

14-29

8.00 am
Holy Communion
19 July
Seventh After
Trinity

10.00 am
Parish Communion
6.30 pm
Evensong

8.00 am
Holy Communion
26 July
Eighth After
Trinity

10.00 am
Parish Communion
6.30 pm
Evensong

JANICE SUTTON

1-21

It is with great sadness that we record the death of Janice Sutton as we
remember her in our prayers and as we pray for and care for her family at this
difficult time. Everyone who knew Jan will be grieving the loss of a generous
and gracious lady, a very dear friend to many, someone who had the quiet
ability to touch the lives of those she met in a gentle yet meaningful manner.
Jan was a much loved and long standing worshipper at St Mary’s. She
lived a life of true discipleship as she followed the teachings of Jesus Christ
which moulded her daily life. She was a devoutly committed Christian who
shared her joy of a prayerful life with others, something that brought her and
them much delight and peace.
We thank God that her illness was short and her suffering limited.
Above all we thank Him for allowing us to share part of our lives with Jan.
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SERVICES IN AUGUST 2015
8.00 am
Holy Communion
2 August
Ninth After
Trinity

10.00 am
Parish Communion
6.30 pm
Evensong

9 August
Tenth After
Trinity

John 6.
24-35

Job 28.

Hebrews 11.
17-31

8.00 am
Holy Communion
10.00 am

WORSHIP TOGETHER

6.30 pm
Choral Evensong

16 August
Eleventh After
Trinity

Ephesians 4.
1-16

Job 39.
1-40

Hebrews 12.
1-17

Ephesians 5.
15-20

John 6.
51-58

Exodus
2,23-3,10

Hebrews 13.
1-15

Ephesians 6.
10-20

John 6.
56-69

Isaiah 61.
1-9

2 Corinthians 6.
1-10

James 1.
17-27

Mark 7.
1-8, 14-15,21-23

Exodus 12.
21-27

Matthew
4.23-5.20

8.00 am
Holy Communion
10.00 am
Parish Communion
6.30 pm
Evensong
8.00 am
Holy Communion

23 August
Twelfth After
Trinity

10.00 am
Parish Communion
6.30 pm
Evensong

8.00 am
Holy Communion
30 August
Thirteenth After
Trinity

10.00 am
Parish Communion
6.30 pm
Evensong
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KINGDOM PEOPLE

Over the last year or two there have been increasingly frequent
references to ‘Kingdom People’ in church services and the Parish Magazine.
The Kingdom People logo also now appears on Diocesan documents including
recent letters relating to ‘The Parish Share’. While there may have been
explanations and definitions during the early usage of the title, fading memory or
lack of attention has left me without a clear understanding of the expression.
Others have wondered if it had some association with the Salvation Army! It is
evidently a subject which requires further reading and discussion.
The most recent reference to Kingdom People appeared in the letter from
the Archdeacon of Worcester in last month’s magazine in which he discusses
the importance of a Christian presence in every community. He observes that
the visible Christian presence is no longer the vicar, but the people of God going
about their Christian business. Quoting from his message –
“To be the Christian presence in every community relies on living
stones, like you and me, playing our part and living out our Christian
values. Our churches are communities which nurture those values,
places which encourage us all to live out God’s call and his hand on our
own lives, whether it makes the news or not. In our diocese we’ve been
calling these living stones Kingdom People, a reminder of the teaching
at the heart of Jesus’ message and the heart of the prayer he gave us:
‘your kingdom come, here on earth as in heaven’”.
So the expression ‘Kingdom People’ apparently originated in our
Worcester Diocese. A visit to the Diocese website provides a wealth of
information on the subject and it takes a prominent position on the Diocese’s
home page. The website includes a video in which Bishop John explains the
rationale behind the concept of Kingdom People and some of his accompanying
notes are summarised below.
As part of the 2020 Vision Group, set up by the Bishop's Council to
discern what God's vision is for the diocese, we launched Kingdom People in
2011. Kingdom People is an initiative to aid churches in living out the Gospel
in practical, meaningful ways - making an impact on the world around them.
We have always been a diocese that believes that the church exists to
serve those who are not - or not yet - its members. As a Diocese we are
committed to mission in every aspect, seeking to bring the good news of
God's love in Jesus to all who live in the cities, towns and villages, and to
make the gospel relevant to their everyday lives.
The Kingdom is founded on the values of LOVE, COMPASSION,
JUSTICE and FREEDOM. As we look forward to the next decade, as
Kingdom People our vision is for a Church which more fully enables its
people to be:

Deeply rooted in prayer and study of the scriptures
Continued….
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Renewed and transformed by regular worship
Equipped to witness to the Gospel of love, compassion, justice and
freedom
Dedicated to helping children, young people and young adults to belong
and be nurtured in faith.
Devoted to growing deeply as disciples, offering our time, talents and
money to God
Resourced and released to minister to others
Ready to engage with and serve our community
Committed to making our buildings fit for purpose as a spiritual and
community resource.

The website provides further information
on how the Kingdom People vision is being
developed across the Diocese including the
appointment
of
a
Kingdom
People
development officer, discussion weekends,
newsletters, posters and information to PCCs. A workshop “All Together –
Ways to live the Kingdom” is to be held in Worcester Cathedral on 10 October
2015. There is also a very informative booklet called “Signs of the Kingdom”
which offers ideas, suggestions and guidelines for parishes to grow within the
Kingdom People initiative.
There is clearly a lot of activity ‘behind the scenes’ at Diocesan level and
the occasional references which we receive in the parish give a glimpse of this
substantial commitment. So what does it mean for our congregation at St
Mary’s, Old Swinford? Perhaps the answer is best summarised by a letter from
Doug Chaplin, Mission Development Officer.
Our Kingdom People vision that each church needs to be “renewed and
transformed by regular worship” is backed up by evidence. Churches which
have reflected on and adapted an appropriate pattern of worship tend to
show evidence of transformation, renewal and growth. But there is no single
pattern, no magic recipe, no imposition of a particular style which has to be
adopted. There’s a lot to learn from a wide range of styles, approaches and
resources. What matters most as a church community is thinking about and
developing an attractive, engaging, welcoming and appropriate pattern of
worship in your particular place.
At our recent Annual Parochial Meeting Stephen’s review referred to
several activities which were seen as a response to the Kingdom People
initiative and the PCC reports addressed subjects such as:-Does the building
seem welcoming?, Encouraging new people into the church, Gifts and talents,
Working with children and young people. We hope that Bishop John’s vision
will provide the platform for the continuing development of St Mary’s.
Alec Beevers
-9-

Additional notes from Stephen

Stephen had described the background and concept of Kingdom People
in the ‘Priest’s Annual Review’ at the Annual Parochial Meeting in April 2014
and observed that“The PCC will spend more time in considering how St Mary’s is guided
by the will to be Kingdom People and follow the values of the Kingdom.
What are the ‘Kingdom People Values’? They are indicators of how
much the church is following the teachings of Jesus in his concern for people
to come into relationship with God, and to be concerned for the needs of other
people. They are also indicators of how much the church encourages mission
and outreach. They also focus on encouraging people to use their time and
talents in the furtherance of God’s Kingdom here on earth (as we pray in all
our services ‘Your Kingdom come on earth’). What we do as a church should
be in line with these Kingdom Values. So if we look at initiatives we have
taken this year: ‘Open the Book’ is about Helping Young People to Faith, as is
our work in ‘Noah’s Ark’, and our Youth Club. ‘Messy Church’ which we
undertook for the first time last Saturday is about young people and their faith
journey, but because it is also about their parents (or grandparents) being
involved it is also seeking to meet the needs of the local community, another
of the Kingdom Values. The Marriage Preparation Day, the first of which was
held a few months ago is again seeking to serve the community, to offer a
good service to those people who choose to get married in Church. And we
could say the same about the initiative to send cards to children on the
anniversary of their baptism, and perhaps we will do the same for wedding
couples and try to foster longer-term relationships with those who get married
at St Mary’s. The initiative of Tuesday afternoon teas is again seeking to meet
the needs of people in the community who are living alone. All of the things
that we do are in some way or another proclaiming the Kingdom Values,”
Stephen adds that
The ‘Kingdom People’ initiative is a sort of
Diocesan ‘strap line’ much as ‘transforming
church’ is the ‘strap line’ for Birmingham Diocese
and ‘Going for growth’ is the similar for Lichfield.
It uses the idea of the ‘Kingdom’ as its focus,
that is based on the tradition of Jesus’ teaching which was also focussed on
‘the Kingdom’. Some have complained about the title ‘Kingdom People’ which
the Diocese uses on all its literature, and ask ‘Why not use Christian People’?
As the term ‘Christian’ was not used of the Church until it was coined as a
derogatory term in Syrian Antioch to mock the early Christian community the
idea of ‘Kingdom People’ might be said to predate the term ‘Christian’.
I think it is timely that we are thinking more about the meaning of
‘Kingdom People’ from a congregational perspective and I hope these
thoughts put the initiative into a wider context within St Mary’s.
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WHAT DO YOU DO ON A SATURDAY MORNING?
Did you know that every Saturday morning the church is open between
10.00 am and 12 noon when a team of two or more volunteers is there to
welcome visitors. Anyone and everyone is welcome to call into church for a
drink, a chat, a few quiet moments or to wander around and enjoy the many
interesting and historical features of the building. Often there is a steady
stream of regular or occasional visitors. Some stay for a while, some for most
of the morning. Sometimes very few people call in. What about you? Have you
ever popped in for a while?
Just before 10.00 am our volunteers set up to prepare tea and coffee
and to be our first line of welcome. Some visitors will have come along with a
specific reason in mind, often to meet with Stephen or the warden on duty to
arrange for a baptism or a wedding. Children often accompany adults and a
willingness to entertain these young visitors is a wonderful opportunity to help
introduce them to church and all that may offer. Vestry Hour, officially 10.00 –
11.00, can be a very busy time and people may have to wait for Stephen to be
available.
At times like this, or when a passing visitor pops into church, sometimes
with a comment like, “I’ve often wondered what it’s like inside.”, the role of our
volunteers becomes paramount. Gentle conversation serves to put people at
their ease, answers to questions can provide reassurance, a cup of tea helps
people to slow down, to take time and to share this with others. Often, long
before they meet with Stephen, couples have already gained a little more
insight to the event they are considering arranging at St Mary’s. They are more
at ease and are beginning to feel part of the greater family we aim to be.
No special skills are needed. Each brings their own special self to such
occasions, but a genuine desire to be part of a warm and welcoming church is
a very good starting point. Over the weeks, those who help have widened their
knowledge of the church architecture, history and benefactors. They have
learned to recognise when people are receptive to conversation and when they
need a time of quiet and reflection. They have become great ambassadors for
the church, active Kingdom People.
There are days when the church is alive with activity, when the Flower
Guild members are preparing for a special festival or when arrangements are
in hand for a wedding later that day. Members of the Community Payback
force may be working outside in the churchyard or maybe no one will call.
If you could spare a couple of hours, occasionally, on a Saturday
morning, there is a rota sheet in the narthex you may sign to offer your help.
There will always be someone to guide you should you wish, a team member
to work with you and someone in the vestry available to support if needed.
Above all, you will be the welcome St Mary’s offers that day.
The Churchwardens
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On Saturday 10 October (10.00am-3.30pm), a day is being planned in
Worcester for the whole Diocese to inspire, encourage and resource parishes
in our Kingdom People journey. We’re hoping as many people as possible
from across the Diocese will come and join us to worship, share and eat
together.
The aim is to model different ways of being Kingdom People with
practical ideas that can be used back in your own parish. This will include a
ministry of hospitality with breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea available free of
charge courtesy of a gift from a charitable trust.
There will be the opportunity to hear about and try out ways of engaging
with your local area, including creative prayer ministry, fresh expressions,
welcome courses, discipleship and bible study. Across lots of different
venues, there will be ‘have-ago’ hands on sessions,
creative opportunities, talks, a
place of continuous prayer,
and special areas full of
activity for children and young
people.
We will be inspired by
Mark Russell, CEO of the
Church Army and Canon of
Worcester, and there will be
lots of activities for families of
all
ages.
Some
of
the workshops will be more
formal, whereas others you will
simply be able to drop into and
have a go.
If you are interested in
going to this event look out for
information at the back of
church or contact the team
direct at
AllTogether@cofeworcester.org.uk.
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FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN

THE STORY OF JOSEPH
THE SONS OF JACOB
Reuben, Simeon,
Levi, Judah, Zebulum,
Issachar, Dan , Gad,
Asher, Naphtali ,
Joseph and Benjamin.

Joseph was the favourite son of Jacob.
Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him
and were troubled by his dreams in which
Joseph saw a time when he would rule
over his brothers.
How many brothers did Joseph have?

CAN YOU NAME
THE SEVEN
COLOURS OF
THE RAINBOW?

R__
O_____
Y_____
G____
B___
I_____
V_____

Jacob gave Joseph a very special coat of many colours.
Colour this picture of Joseph’s special coat.
- 13 -

Why did Joseph’s brothers sell
him to traders for him to
become a slave? Read the
story—Genesis. Chapter 37

The story of Joseph
teaches us how we
should care for and
share with all the
members of our
families.
Can you think of
ways in which you
care for your Mum,
your Dad, your
brother or sister?
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Gemma Sutton ©

THE ARCHDEACON’S CHARGE
‘Top Church’, St Thomas’, Dudley, was the location for the 2015 Service
of Admission of Churchwardens and the Archdeacon’s Charge. This annual
service formally admits to office those who have been elected to serve as
churchwardens in their respective parishes. Judy Hall and Tony Tatford attended
as the wardens of St Mary’s and they were accompanied and supported by their
spouses, Richard and Sue respectively, Revd Stephen Agnew and Marjorie
Ferguson, retiring churchwarden.
There are some interesting historical elements to the service, particularly
when the Archdeacon outlines the responsibilities of Churchwardens as set out in
canonical law.
Churchwardens are the officers of the Bishop.
They shall discharge such duties as are by law assigned to them; they
shall be foremost in representing their laity and in cooperating with the
incumbent; they shall use their best endeavours, by example and precept, to
encourage the parishioners in the practice of true religion and to promote unity
and peace among them. They shall promote order and decency in the church
and churchyard, especially during the time of divine service.
Judy and Tony were able to confirm (although this was not requested
publicly), that the retiring warden had duly delivered to her successors the goods
of the church for which she had been responsible.
The service celebrated the benefits of what one person may do for the
good of another, and included the readings, Luke 8. 4-15 and Colossians 1.3-14.
Archdeacon Nicki Groarke developed this theme in her address, her
charge to the churchwardens, as she considered what it really means to be a
disciple and quoted the following: “Jesus calls both men and women to be
disciples: to learn from Him, to pattern their lives upon his life, to follow Him.”
Archdeacon Nicki continued, ‘Discipleship is the process of becoming like
Christ, and being caught up in His purposes. Wholehearted discipleship doesn’t
just happen, it involves a decision, and a commitment. “
‘Our commitments define us in so many ways. If we commit to becoming a
disciple, a follower of Jesus, that’s a commitment to growing, not staying still. It
may mean other priorities become less weighty. When we have choices to make
about what we do with our time, our gifts, our money, we see what we are really
committed to, and that can be quite revealing.’
The concept of growing in discipleship was central to the Archdeacon’s
Charge. ‘God builds His church, and grows disciples, so that mature disciples
can work with Him to build His church and grow disciples and so it goes on and
grows and grows! Being a wholehearted disciple for each of us means fully
playing our part in building God’s church locally, whether we are called as
wardens, as priests, as ALMs, or any other role.’
The full text of both Archdeacon’s Charges will be available on the
Diocesan website.
The Editors
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ST MARY’S WALKING GROUP
30 May 2015 5.8 miles Grimley, Worcestershire
Sixteen people left from St Mary’s to drive to the start of the walk from
the quirky pub “The Camp Inn” hidden away on the bank of the River Severn
at Grimley.
We left ‘The Camp’, walking north on the Severn Way with the river on
our right, passing Bevere Island and lock until we reached the track to Grimley
Village. After passing through the village we walked behind the church, over a
field and between two new large sunken ponds which are believed to be used
for irrigation. We then reached a little lane which we followed, walking towards
Sinton Green, before climbing gently beside “Thorngrove” and into lovely wild
flower meadows. With the Malvern Hills in view, it was here that a welldeserved coffee stop was taken.
We set off again, soon to leave the meadows and take a very narrow
path leading behind houses and a school in the village of Hallow Heath.
Eventually, we emerged onto a lane where we turned left up to the northern
end of the village of Hallow. We crossed the main road, then passed between
some houses into a field behind Hallow Church; we then had a zigzag route
down through very peaceful woodland to the banks of the River Severn. We
turned left at the river to re-join the Severn Way all the way back to the Camp
Inn where Katey Fletcher met us for lunch.
**************************************

Ray & Jean Drew

AN EVENT NOT TO BE MISSED
Here’s an opportunity not to be
missed…...a free concert that promises
to provide excellent entertainment.
This event showcases the talents and
skills of accomplished young musicians
who deserve an audience that
appreciates good music. Amicus Trio
present music with cello, violin and
viola and includes, on viola, Will Croft
of our own St Mary’s choir. Cello
Fellows are three like-minded masters
of the cello.
Details for your diary are
Saturday, 27 June, starting at 7.30 pm
at St Mary’s Church. Refreshments
and raffle
See page 17.
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TWO FIRSTS, ONE NIGHT
Sunday 24 May saw two notable events at the 6.30 pm service of
Evensong. Stephen’s absence was not one of those ‘notable’ events, although it
could be regarded as such, so infrequent an event it has proved to be. For
once, Stephen and Jean were spending a few well-earned days away on a
singing tour to Prague with their choir. We trust they had an enjoyable and
rewarding time and the opportunity to see a few of the sites of that interesting
historical city.
With Stephen away and neither Kanthi nor Roy available, on this special
occasion, the duty of leading the evening service fell to Roger King. Regular
readers will recall that Roger recently wrote an article for this magazine in which
he recounted some of the experiences arising from his decision to follow the
ALM (Authorised Lay Ministry) course with a focus on worship. Clearly this was
a special occasion for Roger as he was able, for the first time, to take full
responsibility for leading the congregation in readings, prayers and hymns. The
service was well-received, much appreciated and enjoyed, a special time when
Roger was supported by the presence of those attending the service and by the
prayers of those unable to be there. Thank you and congratulations to Roger.
One element of the service Roger could not undertake was the
presentation of the sermon. ALMs do not have authority to preach. And so it
was that this situation led to the second of our ’firsts’ - our first podcast. Thanks
to modern technology and the knowledge of those able to use such, St Mary’s
presented our first podcast of a sermon, a sermon that, on this occasion, was
preached by Bishop Graham, Bishop of Dudley.
Bishop Graham focused on the theme of Pentecost, the birthday of the
church and how we, like the disciples, may be equipped to be storytellers of the
Good News of Jesus. He spoke of the importance of us reflecting that story of
the disciples ‘speaking in tongues’, ways in which we can ensure others can
understand what we are telling them - the need for our outlook and approach to
be catholic, universal and available to all, reflective of one holy, catholic and
apostolic church.
That the reactions and responses of the congregation to these firsts were
positive and receiving serves as a hope for the future. For the immediate future
the ‘workforce’ of the church, the formally trained team of priests and church
leaders will see a decline in numbers as retirements outstrip recruitment.
Services such as that witnessed this evening in St Mary’s may well become a
more common feature of our range of worship styles and experiences until the
Good News has been shared more widely and more people find themselves
called to a life of church leadership. The future is, as Bishop Graham indicated,
‘in our hands’.
The Editors
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LETTER FROM THE BISHOP OF WORCESTER

The psalmist tells us that ‘the heavens declare the glory of
God and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. One day pours
out its song to another and one night unfolds knowledge to
another.’ It’s a beautifully poetic way to refer to the glory of
creation. I hope that summer weather and, for those who are lucky
enough to have one, the time and space that holidays can afford, will make it
easier to appreciate the glory that the heavens declare.
Nature has sometimes been referred to as a ‘third testament’ which speaks
to us of the presence and love of God in a way similar to the Old and New
Testaments. I hope that we shall all be able to take some time out this summer to
wonder at the creation and give thanks for it in our prayers. We need to pray, too,
that humanity will have the grace and strength to care for it better,
The Bible speaks of a ‘cosmic covenant’ between God, humanity and the
earth in which we humans are dependent on nature but also under God have a
major responsibility to care for it. As the 2015 United Nations Climate Change
Conference approaches, prayers are needed for the will to be found to cherish
God’s beautiful and yet fragile creation upon which we depend.
+John

A PERSPECTIVE ON AN EVENING OF MUSIC
“For me, live music is an integral part of the life of any local community,”
writes Will Croft, violist of The Amicus Trio and chorister at St Mary’s church
choir. “Music has a tremendous power to bring people together, from all
backgrounds and walks-of-life and allow them to connect through a universal art
form, quite unlike any other, in that it is unlimited by the boundaries of language
and culture. In many ways, that is what makes St Mary’s an ideal setting for
musical events such as this – not only because it is an utterly beautiful venue,
with an excellent acoustic, but because, like music, the Church too plays an
essential rôle at the heart of any Christian community, and has a duty to bring
people together to share in one common belief, irrespective of who they are or
where they have come from.”
From October, Chloe (violin) will begin her study of violin performance at
the Royal Welsh College of Music, and Will (viola) and Alastair (‘cello) will
commence their study of music at the universities of Oxford and Manchester
respectively. Of The Cello Fellows, Will Cheung is a music graduate of the
University of Manchester and Royal Northern College of Music, and Harry
Broom has won a place to study ‘cello at the Conservatoire in Birmingham,
whereas Tim Harms will pursue study of science from October. Both groups are
local to the Black Country and have strong links with Old Swinford Hospital and
the local amateur orchestra, the Central England Ensemble.
“I really hope that this can be the first of many concerts at St. Mary’s!”
Will Croft
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WHAT I LEARNT FROM 46 CONSECUTIVE DAYS IN CHURCH
Broadcaster Adrian Chiles recently set himself a challenge - to go to
church every day for more than a month, and never the same one twice. Why?
For the Lent just gone by, I resolved to go to church every day. I'm a Catholic,
so it would be Mass every day for more than a month. It felt like it would be a real
struggle - a penance. It turned out to be anything but. It was a rich and enriching
experience - spiritually, obviously, but I was also enraptured by the churches
themselves, the communities they serve, and the people with whom I shared all
those Masses.
I made it extra hard for myself by undertaking to go to a different church every
day, so by Easter Sunday I'd been before 46 different priests in 46 different churches
in 46 days. Someone pointed out to me at around the 35-priest mark that even the
Pope probably hadn't heard Mass said by so many different priests in so many
different churches in such a short space of time.
From day one, Ash Wednesday, I was captivated. I happened to be in the
Swansea area, so I went to St Illtyd's in Port Tennant, a neat little community with
rows of terraced houses clinging to the side of a very steep hill overlooking the bay.
In every church I went to on this odyssey, without fail there was something to
entrance me. It could be anything from the priest's trainers - priestly footwear is
something I could write a whole article about - to the majesty of a stained glass
window. At St Illtyd's it was the statue outside of Christ on the cross. It was made
from some metal that had corroded, kind of creating new stigmata on it. Transfixed, I
looked up at it for what must have been ages, until I spotted a couple of teenagers
just across the road, cigarettes in mouths, beholding me doubtfully.
Other random Mass moments that will
never leave me include the Polish lady next to
me one Tuesday morning in Our Lady of Grace
and St Edward's in Chiswick. She held a tiny
passport-sized photo in a miniature, gilded
frame. I took it to be her mum. With tenderness
almost unbearable to behold, she occasionally
stroked her face.
On a Friday lunchtime at St Patrick's in
Soho Square I chose my pew, but before my
bottom touched the seat I sprang back up in
alarm as I realised there was someone in a sleeping bag motionless at my feet. I
looked around at the rest of the congregation but no-one else seemed very
concerned, so I shrugged inwardly, knelt and prayed for him, or it may have been a
her. Who knows?
Then there was the Church of the Sacred Heart and St Catherine of
Alexandria in Droitwich Spa. If you're passing, do go and see the mosaics: they are
simply breath-taking. The priest's sermon referenced something about a trip across a
lake in India. Walking through the dark churchyard after the service, a lady behind
me said to her friend: "That was good; you don't think of them having lakes in India,
do you?" Oddly, I knew what she meant.
At Sacred Heart in Fareham at 7.00 am one Wednesday morning, I sighed a
little as an impossibly ancient lady in a woolly hat stepped forward to do the reading.
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This could take a while, I thought. But it turned out
that in her younger days she could only have been
an actor or Radio 4 newsreader. Her voice, clear as
a church bell, sang out. I swear even the angels
and cherubs around us cocked a pleased ear.
My loudest involuntary snort of laughter
came in St David's Priory in Swansea. I was having
a crafty Google of St David's Wikipedia entry. It
turned out his miracle came to pass at Llanddewi
Brefi where, I read, the ground on which he stood is reputed to have risen up to
form a small hill. A Welsh scholar called John Davies was quoted as writing that
"one can scarcely conceive of a miracle more superfluous in that part of Wales than
the creation of a hill". Brilliant.
Wherever I went in the country, and most of my Masses were in London,
Birmingham, Swansea and Manchester, it was striking how similar the
congregations were at weekday Masses. There's no getting away from it: the
average age must be somewhere in the seventies. At 48, I spent most of this spring
feeling like a spring chicken. But there was also invariably a young family of Asian
origin, usually with young children. And at the 7am Masses in Central London there
was the odd go-getter, who strode out after Mass was ended as if they had hedge
funds to run. They probably did.
So, a mixed bag, as were the priests. A third of them I found to be great, with
a handful quite life-changingly brilliant. Another third were sort of OK. The rest were
pretty hopeless, not least because I often couldn't actually hear what they were
saying. And a handful were grumpy to the point of malevolence.
Spiritually, if I'm to really "connect" at Mass, I need a good priest to help me.
And by good I mean, first and foremost, that they should look pleased to be there
and pleased that we're there. Often they speak of great "joy" while looking as bored
as swimming pool attendants.
Secondly, with the liturgy - essentially the same script which they do day in,
day out - the best of them find a way of making it sound fresh. As the inestimable
Father Paul Addison of Our Lady of Delours in Kersal put it to me: "The clue's in the
word; communion is all about communicating." And the same is obviously true of
the sermon. One of the beauties of daily Mass is, frankly, its brevity - invariably less
than half an hour. Sometimes the sermon is dispensed with altogether, but often it
just takes the form of a thought or two, which I find much easier to get my head
round than one of Sunday's lengthy orations.
My favourite ever came from my first priest (I'm a convert), a Father Terry
Tastard, a man with an unforgettable name in the happy habit of delivering pretty
unforgettable homilies. At one weekday Mass he simply said: "How is it that we're
always so keen for others to change when we're so reluctant to change ourselves."
That was years ago, but I think about it often. As I'll always think back to this Lent
as one of the most rewarding and quietly intense 46 days of my life.

BBC News Magazine May 2015
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THIS MONTH’S RECIPE
SMOKED SALMON PATÉ
In the supermarket, salmon is not the luxury ingredient it once was. This makes
a very tasty first course. If you don’t have the small ramekins, line deep patty
tins with cling film.
Serves 4-6
200g (7oz) hot smoked salmon (if not available freshly cooked salmon can be
used, skin removed)
4 large slices of smoked salmon, chopped
50ml crème fraiche
Squeeze lemon juice
Black pepper
Freshly chopped dill, parsley or chives, whatever you prefer
Watercress, lemon slices, prawns to garnish if liked
Simply blitz both the salmons together with the crème fraiche, lemon juice and a
good grind of pepper until the mixture has a rough texture, add the chopped
herbs. Pop it into the very small ramekin dishes and chill. Can be made the day
before. I like to serve it with Melba toast.
Ann Jennings
****************************

AND FOR THE WINE…

Summer days : salmon pate on the lawn - yes please! There is a theory
that in addition to some rather fine whites, one can drink red wine with
salmon. Normally cited is Pinot Noir - yes, but the dried thyme and 'moss'
character does not resonate with fresh flavours of dill, lemon and
watercress. Alsace and German Pinot Noir is made from a different plant clone
compared with Burgundian Pinot Noir and is generally served
chilled. Hmm...............ighter and cleaner it may be, but it isn't a wine you would
queue long for.
Alternatively, Loire Valley reds are suggested. This means the Cabernet
Franc grape (Bourgueil et al.) Take care : it can carry a rasping/green pepper
flavour when not fully ripe. Piedmont's Barbera ? - perhaps. Rose ? - frankly
there are better food matches for a brightly fruited rose.
So, given the
aforementioned fresh summer salad tones in our mixing bowl, I think the best
advice is to stay white. Semillon and Chardonnay, or indeed a sparkling wine/
blanc de blancs offer the most promise. Avoid a hot climate Chardonnay with its
melon and lemon meringue pie flavours. A crisp cool climate Chardonnay is
required. Chablis springs immediately to mind. The smoked fish can take a
little toasty oak : so Premier Cru Chablis will be just right.
An English sparkler to complete that picnic on a lush summer lawn ? Nice
idea, although English Sparkling wine is a premium product : it competes (very
favourably) with Champagne - and sells at a similar price! What the vineyards
of England and Wales don't offer is a cheaper sparkler to take on the French
Cremant wines. For best value, pop a Chablis Premier Cru in the cool bag and
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see how many people choose your white wine compared with the trendy
red ! Enjoy your wine-sipping............
*********************************

Richard W. B. Ryan

ST MARY’S WITH ST JOHN’S MOTHERS’ UNION
Our June meeting was chaired by Sally Frost as Anne and Howard May
were enjoying a short family holiday in Hampshire. Eileen McGilvray was
recovering from a leg operation and we wish her a full and speedy recovery.
Pat Whalley led our service. It was good to see her walking so well
following a hip operation. Her trust in the skill of the surgeons and the support of
friends helped such an excellent outcome. Unfortunately, in our uncertain world,
we can be let down in many ways. However, our security is sure in God, our
Father. Pat quoted finally the excerpt broadcast by George VI in 1939 from
Minnie L Haskins, “Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown” [and
the man at the gate said] “Go out into the darkness and put your hand in the
Hand of God. That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”
Susan Price then spoke on “United in Prayer” which is the M.U. theme for
2015. UNITY– more than 2 or 3 gathered together brings focus to so many in all
societies but for the Church and M.U. it is in Christ’s name we come together.
PRAYER– This can be fourfold. Remember ACTS– A-Adoration, C-Confession,
T-Thanksgiving, S-Supplication can be a pattern for prayer.
However,
sometimes we are lost for words and totally unsure or unable to pray so the Holy
Spirit can and will intercede for us while we are silent.
For M.U. members the centrality of prayer is at the heart of all we do.
Some older members are IMPS –indoor members unable to get to meetings but
are vital as they pray for the world and our groups. Susan holds responsibility for
the diocesan leadership for these people.
On enrolment all members promise to pray and can use (a) the Lord’s
Prayer, a pattern for all; (b) The Mothers’ Union Prayer based on thanks for
God’s love for all people, service to families around the world and unity of
members; (c) The booklet issued to all members for the wave of prayer and
which links diocese’s round the world and outlines details for daily use.
We were also reminded that there can be three answers to prayer —
(1) Yes, (2) No, (3) Wait…... May we always rely on that before God we pray,
“Thy will be done, Amen.”
Susan was thanked for showing us the importance of prayer and practical
ways to fulfil our theme for 2015.
Dates for your diary……
Diocesan AGM, Wednesday 1 July, 7.00 pm at St Saviour’s, Hagley—with
a bring and share supper.
Next meeting: Tuesday 14 July, 2.15 pm at the Coach House—Celebration
Tea. All are welcome.
Dawn Nex
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PARISH REGISTER
16 May
17 May
7 June

Baptisms
Arthur Clarence Wheatley
Chiara Aloia
Isabelle Rose Allen
Archibald James Macleod
Amelia Mae Reed
Darcie Sofia Connon
Elian Edward Irvine-Boden

23 May

Weddings
Mark White and Leanne Yarnall

24 May

Daniel O’Reilly and Harriet Scott

1 May
11 May
20 May

Funerals
Harry and Mavis Yates – Interment of ashes
Lilian Joan Waldron
Age 86
Nicholas James Pike
Aged 36

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
The publication of this joint July/August edition of St Mary’s Parish
Magazine indicates only too clearly how 2015 is passing by. Summer is upon
us, the editorial team will be taking a break for the next month and many of our
readers will be enjoying holidays in places near and far. If you are going away to
somewhere exotic and exciting or to somewhere that provides that special,
noteworthy experience, perhaps you could find time to write a few words for
inclusion in our September (or a later) edition. We are always very keen to
include items of interest provided by our readership and the wider community. If
you think it may appeal to our readers do, please, share the details in a note to
the editors via the ‘in-tray’ in the narthex or by email to the address given on
page 2. Please include your contact details so we may get in touch.
Wherever you go, whatever you do, enjoy time with loved ones and the
delights this wonderful world has to offer.
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DIARY FOR AUGUST 2015
Saturday 1
SUNDAY 2
Wednesday 5
Thursday 6
Saturday 8
SUNDAY 9
Monday 10
Thursday 13
Saturday 15
SUNDAY 16
Monday 17
Tuesday 18
Thursday 20
Saturday 22
SUNDAY 23
Tuesday 25
Thursday 27
Saturday 29
SUNDAY 30

10.00 am Open Church and Vestry Hour
13.00 pm Wedding
NINTH AFTER TRINITY
9.00 am Full staff meeting
10.30 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Open Church and Vestry Hour
11.30 pm Wedding
4.00 pm Wedding
TENTH AFTER TRINITY— Worship Together
Copy date for September magazine
10.30 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Open Church and Vestry Hour
ELEVENTH AFTER TRINITY
3.00 pm Baptism
St Mary’s Choir singing Evensong at Worcester Cathedral
2.00 pm Tuesday Tea in the Coach House
10.30 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Open Church and Vestry Hour
St Mary’s Walking Group
TWELFTH AFTER TRINITY
2.30-4.00pm Tuesday Tea in the Narthex
10.30 am Holy Communion
2.30 pm Cream Tea at the Rectory
10.00 am Open Church and Vestry Hour
12.00 noon Wedding
2.00-4.00 pm Messy Church in the Church Hall.
THIRTEENTH AFTER TRINITY
3.00 pm Baptism

CHILDRENS’ PAGE ANSWERS
Joseph had 11 brothers.
Rainbow Colours— Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, Violet.
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We are grateful for the sponsorship of the following businesses.

Chris Genner
FOREVER LIVING PRODUCTS
Natural Aloe Vera health drinks,
beauty and nutritional products.
Free advice, samples, talks
and demonstrations.
BUY DIRECT www.genner.net
Chris Genner 01384 371336
Davis Memorials Ltd
Monumental and Masonry Contractors
Established 1841 Suppliers of all
forms of memorials.
56A Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath,
West Midlands, B64 6NU
Tel: 01384 566958 Fax: 01384 569708
Website www.davismemorialsltd.co.uk

Top Team Tutoring
Maths & English One-to-One Tuition
David and Joanna Evans - a family
business providing a personal
service.
All Key Stages, GCSE, ‘A’ Level, 11+ &
13+ Selection. Free advice.
Visit www.topteamtutoring.co.uk or
Tel: 01384 392553

J Vernon Kendrick
Vernon House, Cemetery Road, Lye.
DY9 8DB Tel: 01384 422123.
Funeral Directors.
Golden Charter Pre-payment Plans.
R B Porter Heating Ltd
For all Central Heating
and Plumbing needs.
Servicing , Repairs and New Systems
Gas Safe Approved
191 Hagley Road, Old Swinford
Tel : 01384 396719
Swinford Pharmacy
90 Hagley Road, Old Swinford.
Tel: 01384 440030. We offer a free
collection and delivery service for
elderly and housebound patients.
J & J Upperdine
High Class Private and Commercial
Painting and Decorating
82 Birmingham St. Stourbridge
DY8 1JH
Tel: Day 07969 864131
Evening 01384 827281
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