
 

    Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle. 

There is a collection of books at the back of church which have 

been borrowed from the Robin Woods Library for Lent. Please 

complete a lending slip if you would like to borrow a book. 

We have a new method of being able to donate to St Mary’s 
using text. To make a donation text FOSM29 + the amount 
you would like to donate to 70070.  Thank you. 

Please send any notices or information for the pewsheet to the Parish Office by 12 noon 

on a Wednesday.  Send to st.mary.os@btconnect.com or text to 07956675990 or phone 

01384 441003.  

Please sign the list at the back of church if you would like to join us for 
an Agape Supper in the church hall at 7.00pm on Maundy Thursday. 

EASTER LILIES 
 The Church will be decorated for Easter on Saturday 15 

April from 9.00am.  Anyone wishing to contribute             

towards the cost of the lilies in memory of loved ones can do 

so by putting donations in an envelope with the name of the 

person to be remembered and giving it to one of the Church  Wardens 

or to Sally Frost.  Donations can also be put in yellow gift aid              

envelopes.  Please mark these “For Flower Guild”.  Thank you very much. 

Please sign the list at the back of church if you would like to 
volunteer to help in the reading of the Passion Story on Palm 
Sunday, 9th April. 

Our service next Sunday morning will be an All Age 

Worship service so that we can celebrate  Mothering 
Sunday. Small posies of  flowers will be   distributed to 

parents of all ages!! We hope you will be able to join us. 

      Don’t forget that British        

Summer Time begins next Sunday. 
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8.00am - Holy Communion   

President: Revd Stephen Agnew  

Collect, Epistle and Gospel Page 133 

Sides: Meriel Harris 

Our services today are as follows: 

The Parish Church of St Mary Oldswinford 

                 Sunday 19th March 2017  

               The Third Sunday of  Lent  

A warm welcome to any visitors who are worshipping with us today.  

Please join us for coffee in the Narthex after our 10.00am service.  

We have a loop system installed in church. If you wear a hearing aid please 

turn it to the T position. If you would like to find out about any of the activities   

associated with church please speak to a warden or sides person  

or visit our website at www.stmaryschurcholdswinford.org.uk 

10.00am - Parish Communion  

President: Revd Stephen Agnew 

Preacher: Kanthi Ariaraj 

Warden: Malcolm Frost 

Sides: Andrew Scudamore & Mike Blaxland 

Reader: Christine Jones  Intercessions: Peter Thomson 

Setting:  Archer 

Communion Motet:  The Lent Prose   

Voluntary: Prelude in b minor—J S Bach 

Children Together: Les Timms & Pauline Pettet 

6.30pm - Evensong 

Officiant: Roger King Preacher: Revd Alex French 

Warden: Maggie Abbotts   Sides: Gill Davies 

Readers: Maggie Abbotts and Gill Davies  

Intercessions: Roger King 

Voluntary: Elegy –  G Faure 
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Readings for our 10.00am service. 

Collect for this week: 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 

and entered not into glory before he was   crucified:  mercifully grant that we, 

walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and 

peace; through   Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

The New Testament Reading 

Romans 5: 1—11 

 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ,  through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 

and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.  And not only that, but we also 

boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 

produces character, and character produces hope,  and hope does not disappoint us, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 

been given to us. 

 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the  ungodly.  Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 

someone might actually dare to die.  But God proves his love for us in that while we 

still were sinners Christ died for us.  Much more surely then, now that we have been 

justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if 

while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, 

much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.  But more than 

that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 

now received reconciliation. 

This is the Word of the Lord    

THANKS BE TO GOD. 

The Gospel Reading 

John 4: 5—42 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

GLORY TO YOU, O LORD. 
He came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to 

his son Joseph.  Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by 

the well. It was about noon. 

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”  (His 

disciples had gone to the city to buy food.)  The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it 

that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in com-

mon with Samaritans.)  Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that 

is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you 
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CHURCH DIARY FOR  
THIS WEEK 

Monday 20 
Alex’s day off. 
7.30pm PCC Meeting 
Tuesday 21 
2.00pm Tea in the Coach House 
7.30pm Bishop’s Certificate group 
meeting in the Coach House 
Wednesday  22 
11.30am Holy Communion at Holly 
Lodge 
Thursday 23 
10.30am Holy Communion in 
church  
Friday 24 
Stephen’s day off 
Saturday 25 
9.30am Church walking group meet 
10.00am Open Church and   vestry 
hour. 

  SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY 
March 26 

Mothering Sunday 
 

 8.00 am   
 Communion (BCP)    
 
 10.00am   
 Worship Together 
 
 6.30pm   
 Evensong 
 

Please ask if you would like to know 
any more about the events listed on 
these pages. 

What’s going on? 

MESSAGE FROM THE FOODBANK 

Hi Everyone 

Thank you for donations over the last week.  
Please continue to let everyone know about our shortages and 
don't forget that every item donated is important to someone in crisis. 
Thank you :)  
 
This week’s shortages are: 
FRUIT JUICE,  CORDIAL/SQUASH,  COOKING SAUCE,  VEGETARIAN 
READY MEALS (MAC CHEESE),  MEAT READY MEALS (MEATBALLS), 
TINNED MEAT (HAM/CORNED BEEF) CUSTARD, SAVOURY RICE, 
PLAIN RICE (SMALL BAGS), BREAKFAST CEREAL    DEODORANTS, 
SANITARY TOWELS, WASHING POWDER, FABRIC SOFTENER, TIN 
OPENERS, WASHING UP LIQUID, BUBBLE BATH, TOOTHBRUSHES  
 
Please leave any donations in the boxes at the back of church and we will 

ensure that they are taken to the warehouse for distribution each week. 

Any donations of bags to help carry the donations from the large boxes at 

the back of church to the collection station would be greatly appreciated.  

Thank you for your support. 
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We invite you to offer prayers for ………... 

The World Church: 

The Diocese of Mbale in Uganda with Bishop Patrick Gidudu, Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Latvia: Archbishop Janis Vanags with Bishops Einars 

Alpe & Hanss Jensons. 

Churches Together:  

New Road Methodist Church 

Bishop John has asked us to pray ….. 

for our new Mission Enablers and all those involved in the Calling Young 

Disciples project. 

The work of St Mary’s….. 

for Oscar Macdonald and Edie Evans who will be baptised today. We 

pray for their parents and Godparents who will support them. For 

members of our PCC who will be meeting this week 

Those living in:  

Walker Avenue and Rye Croft 

Local Community:   

Students and Staff of King Edward VI College 

Among those who are ill:  

Angela Viner, Emma Brown, Margaret Moult, Michael McCullagh,         

Jean Rolfe, Bosilka Lazic, Muriel Watson and Enid Clarke. 

We continue to pray for:  

Rory Macintosh, Joe and Ros Yeates, Elian Irvine-Boden, Anne May,  

Grace Jones,  Niamh McCormack, Martin Aston, Ruth Hardy, Anna 

Scudamore, Jonathan Bryan, Noah Cantius, Michael Woodall, Finley 

Rogerson, Andrew and Lesley Mullen, Justin and Kevin and Denis 

Noakes. 

Those in nursing home care: 

Sheila Westwood, June O’Brian, Richard Aldred, Hazel White and Anne 

Davies. 

The departed: 

Elizabeth Wassell, Dean Shakespeare, Jason Pearson and Vera Derby. 

In memoriam: 

Edward Winter (21.3.16) 

Please inform the clergy or a member of the pastoral care team as soon as 
possible if you know of any illness or particular need within the congregation. 
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Post Communion Prayer: 

Merciful Lord, grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the 

world, the flesh and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the 

only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. 

Where do you get that living water?  Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave 

us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?”  Jesus said to her, “Everyone 

who drinks of this water will be thirsty again,  but those who drink of the water that I will 

give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of 

water gushing up to eternal life.”  The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I 

may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Go, 

call your husband, and come back.”  The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus 

said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’;  for you have had five husbands, 

and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!”  The woman 

said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet.  Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, 

but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.”  Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 

know, for salvation is from the Jews.  But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the 

true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as 

these to worship him.  God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 

truth.”  The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). 

“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.”  Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one 

who is speaking to you.” Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was 

speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking 

with her?”  Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the 

people,  “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the 

Messiah, can he?”  They left the city and were on their way to him. 

 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.”  But he said to them, “I 

have food to eat that you do not know about.”  So the disciples said to one another, 

“Surely no one has brought him something to eat?”  Jesus said to them, “My food is to do 

the will of him who sent me and to complete his work.  Do you not say, ‘Four months 

more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are 

ripe for harvesting.  The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal 

life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together.  For here the saying holds true, ‘One 

sows and another reaps.’  I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have 

laboured, and you have entered into their labour.” 

 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He 

told me everything I have ever done.”  So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked 

him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days.  And many more believed because of 

his word.  They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we    

believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Saviour of the 

world.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord                                                                                              

PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST. 
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Readings for our 6.30pm service. 

The Old Testament Reading 

Genesis 39 

 Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the  

captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought 

him down there.  The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man; he 

was in the house of his Egyptian master.  His master saw that the Lord was with 

him, and that the Lord caused all that he did to prosper in his hands.  So Joseph 

found favour in his sight and attended him; he made him overseer of his house and 

put him in charge of all that he had.  From the time that he made him overseer in his 

house and over all that he had, the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s 

sake; the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had, in house and field.  So he left all 

that he had in Joseph’s charge; and, with him there, he had no concern for anything 

but the food that he ate. 

Now Joseph was handsome and good-looking.  And after a time his master’s wife 

cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.”  But he refused and said to his  

master’s wife, “Look, with me here, my master has no concern about anything in the 

house, and he has put everything that he has in my hand.  He is not greater in this 

house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except yourself, because 

you are his wife. How then could I do this great wickedness, and sin against 

God?”  And although she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not consent to lie 

beside her or to be with her.  One day, however, when he went into the house to 

do his work, and while no one else was in the house,  she caught hold of his       

garment, saying, “Lie with me!” But he left his garment in her hand, and fled and ran 

outside.  When she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had fled      

outside,  she called out to the members of her household and said to them, “See, 

my husband has brought among us a Hebrew to insult us! He came in to me to lie 

with me, and I cried out with a loud voice;  and when he heard me raise my voice 

and cry out, he left his garment beside me, and fled outside.”  Then she kept his  

garment by her until his master came home,  and she told him the same story,    

saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to 

insult me;  but as soon as I raised my voice and cried out, he left his garment beside 

me, and fled outside.” 

 When his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, saying, “This is the 

way your servant treated me,” he became enraged.  And Joseph’s master took him 

and put him into the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined; he 

remained there in prison.  But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him steadfast 

love; he gave him favor in the sight of the chief jailer.  The chief jailer committed to 

Joseph’s care all the prisoners who were in the prison, and whatever was done 

there, he was the one who did it.  The chief jailer paid no heed to anything that was 

in Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with him; and whatever he did, 

the Lord made it prosper. 
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The New Testament Reading 

Luke 1: 5—13, 24,25, 38-45 & 57—60 
 

 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 

belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, 

and her name was Elizabeth.  Both of them were righteous before God, living 

blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the 

Lord. But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were 

getting on in years. 

Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on       

duty,  he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to   

enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense.  Now at the time of the   

incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then 

there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the 

altar of incense.  When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear         

overwhelmed him.  But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for 

your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 

will name him John 

 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she         

remained in seclusion. She said,  “This is what the Lord has done for me when 

he looked favourably on me and took away the disgrace I have endured among 

my people.”  

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me         

according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted                 

Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. 

And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit  and exclaimed with a loud cry, 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And 

why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For 

as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 

joy.  And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what 

was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.  Her   

neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, 

and they rejoiced with her. 

 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to 

name him Zechariah after his father.  But his mother said, “No; he is to be 

called John. 


