2018 diaries are available at the back of church.
These are given to us at no cost. Please help yourself.
The advent books have now been returned to the
Robin Woods Library. If you still have a book please
return it to the library when you have finished with it.

We’re sorry that there is no Fairtrade stall this
Sunday. There will be a stall at the 10.30am on
Thursday 18th and at the 10.00am service on
Sunday 21st.
Lent Course 2018 - could you LEAD or HOST a group?
Following the success of last years Lent Course we have put
together a five session programme (called Counting our Blessings) for this year and we are looking for leaders and hosts. No
experience is needed to lead a group and a briefing/training
session will be held in the Narthex on Wednesday 31st January
at 7pm to talk through the course materials and answer
questions. Hosts offer their house as a venue for a group, which
will then be guided by a volunteer leader. We are looking to get
a spread of groups running during each week of Lent so there is
flexibility to establish a group around any time slots that you
can offer. We will match hosts and leaders together according to
their availability. If you are interested in being either a leader or
a host please sign up on the sheet by the North door. Please
don’t hesitate to speak to Stephen or Alex if you have any
questions or queries.
Please send any notices or information for the pewsheet to the Parish Office by 12 noon
on a Wednesday. Send to st.mary.os@btconnect.com or text to 07956675990 or phone
01384 441003.
This pewsheet is printed on recycled paper.
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The Parish Church of St Mary Oldswinford
Sunday 14 January 2018
Epiphany 2
A warm welcome to any visitors who are worshipping with us today. Please join
us for a chat over a cup of coffee after our 10.00am service. If you would like
to find out about any of the activities associated with church please speak to a
warden or sides person or visit our website at
www.stmaryschurcholdswinford.org.uk or our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/StMarysChurchOldswinford.
Our services today are as follows:

Collect: Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new;
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace and
in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
8.00am - Holy Communion
President: Revd Alex French
Collect, Epistle and Gospel reading on page 109
Sides: Nick Harbach

10.00am - Worship Together
Leader: Revd Alex French
Warden: Malcolm Frost Sides: Sally Frost & Jeremy Morgan
Readers: Janet Hampson & Jeremy Morgan

6.30pm – Evensong
Officiant: Revd Alex French Preacher: Kanthi Ariaraj
Warden: Marjorie Ferguson Sides: Alec Beevers
Readers: Alec Beevers & Tina Timms
Intercessions: Kanthi Ariaraj
Anthem: Tomorrow shall be my dancing day –Trad
Voluntary: Wie Schon Leuchtet – E F Richter
This pew sheet is also available at www.stmaryschurcholdswinford.org.uk

Who am I when we are all different?
The Gathering

As we settle into the presence of the Lord here amongst us, we start with a short
period of silence.

Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.
[Silence]
We meet in the presence of God
who knows our needs, hears our cries,
feels our pain, and heals our wounds.
Through Christ let us offer our sacrifice of praise to God.
Let our lips proclaim his praise.

What’s going on?
Please ask if you would like to
know any more about the events
listed on these pages.

SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY
January 21
Epiphany 3

8.00 am
Communion (BCP)
10.00am
Parish Communion
6.30pm Evensong

CHURCH DIARY FOR
THIS WEEK
Monday 15
Parish Office closed
Tuesday 16
2.00pm Tea at the Coach
House
7.30pm Magazine editorial
meeting
Thursday 18
10.30am Holy Communion in
church led by Revd Alex French
7.30pm Coach House
Committee Meeting
Friday 19
Alex day off.
Saturday 13
10.00am Vestry Hour with Alex
and Open Church.

Praising God with our voices
We sing: Hymn 103

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness
Here I am to worship
Hymn 358 Be still, for the presence of the Lord

Reflection - who are we?

MESSAGE FROM THE FOODBANK
Hello Everyone

[Silence]

Happy New Year! We hope you have had a good Christmas
and peaceful start to the new year. Christmas is one of our
busiest times of year and we are so thankful for all the donations and the events that took place to support BCFB over the festive period.
We had collections at Stourbridge Street Food Affair, Halesowen FC and numerous schools and colleges. Businesses such as Keepmoat Regeneration, Boots Merry Hill, Porter and Woodman and Jacobs supported us with donations.
These are just a few examples.
The 'Feed a Family' appeal run by the Express and Star raised over 200Kgs of
food which is just brilliant.
We are anticipating a busy start to 2018 so please keep supporting us as we try
and provide food parcels to those facing challenges in our community.
This week’s shortages are:
UHT MILK , FRUIT JUICE, TINNED POTATOES, PACKETS OF MASH, TINNED
FRUIT, SMALL JARS OF COFFEE. DEODORANTS

Come, let us open our hearts to the Lord and say together:
Father eternal, giver of light and grace,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour,

Please leave any donations in the boxes at the back of church and we will ensure that they
are taken to the warehouse for distribution each week. Any donations of bags to help carry
the donations from the large boxes at the back of church to the collection station would be
greatly appreciated. Thank you for your support.

Confession

Let us pray.
[Please sit or kneel]

[Silence]

What God has prepared for those who love him, he has revealed to
us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything.
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, who has
prepared good things for those who love him.
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We invite you to offer prayers for ………...
Churches Together:
New Road Methodist Church
Bishop John has asked us to pray …..
For Melissa, Jonathan and Peter, who are on a ministerial
experience scheme, and for the parishes in which they are placed.
The work of St Mary’s…..
For our magazine committee who will be meeting this week and
the valuable work they do to reach out into our community.
Those living in:
Osmaston Road and Links Drive
Local Community:
Students and staff of Stourbridge College
Among those who are ill:
Betty and Joe Chiswell, The Palmer family, Judy Taylor, Geoff
Skelding, Rosie, Becki Henley, Lilian Bunny and Ian Moore.
We continue to pray for:
Rory Macintosh, Joe and Ros Yeates, Elian Irvine-Boden, Anne
May, Martin Aston, Ruth Hardy, Anna Scudamore, Jonathan
Bryan, Noah Cantius, Michael Woodall, Finley Rogerson, Andrew
and Lesley Mullen, Justin and Kevin, Peter and Lydia Wilkinson,
Grace, Enid Clarke, Julie Read, Angela Viner, Penny Webb, Jennie
Webb and Denis Noakes.
Those in nursing home care:
June O’Brian, Richard Aldred, Margaret Moult, Hazel White,
Betty Shore, Mabel Arnold and Anne Davies.
The departed:
Sheila Westwood, Lucy Rennie, Maureen Parmee and Norma
Dunn
In memoriam:
Jack Richards (18.1.17) Frederick Rubery (20.1.17)
Please inform the clergy or a member of the pastoral care team as soon as
possible if you know of any illness or particular need within the congregation.
Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle.

in what we have thought, in what we have said and done,
through ignorance, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We have wounded your love, and marred your image in us.
We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past; and lead us out of darkness
to walk as children of light.
Amen.
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins,
and restore us in his image to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Hymn 494 I, the Lord of sea and sky

The Peace

Blessed be Christ, the Prince of Peace.
He breaks down the walls that divide us:
praise Christ who is our peace!
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
and also with you.
[We offer one another a sign of our peace]

Reflection - who does God think we are?
The Word

Psalm 139: 1-10
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Hymn 510 Will you come and follow me
John 1: 43-end
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
This pew sheet is also available at www.stmaryschurcholdswinford.org.uk

Reflection - what might we do differently?

The New Testament Reading

Prayers

Hebrews 6: 17—7:10

At the end of each section of prayers we will sing a verse from
hymn 752 O love that wilt not let me go
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour
taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
Hymn 477 Go forth and tell!

Closing prayer

In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy,
help us, heavenly Father, to trust your love,
to serve your purpose, and to praise your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

In the same way, when God desired to show even more clearly to the heirs
of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it
by an oath, so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is
impossible that God would prove false, we who have taken refuge might be
strongly encouraged to seize the hope set before us. We have this hope, a
sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine
behind the curtain, where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered,
having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek
This “King Melchizedek of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met
Abraham as he was returning from defeating the kings and blessed
him”; and to him Abraham apportioned “one-tenth of everything.” His
name, in the first place, means “king of righteousness”; next he is also king
of Salem, that is, “king of peace.” Without father, without mother, without
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling
the Son of God, he remains a priest forever.
See how great he is! Even Abraham the patriarch gave him a tenth of the
spoils. And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a
commandment in the law to collect tithes from the people, that is, from
their kindred, though these also are descended from Abraham. But this
man, who does not belong to their ancestry, collected tithes from Abraham
and blessed him who had received the promises. It is beyond dispute that
the inferior is blessed by the superior. In the one case, tithes are received
by those who are mortal; in the other, by one of whom it is testified that he
lives. One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes
through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when
Melchizedek met him.

The blessing

The Lord bless you and watch over you,
the Lord make his face shine upon you
and be gracious to you,
the Lord look kindly on you
and give you peace;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle.
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Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 60: 9—22
For the coastlands shall wait for me, the ships of Tarshish first, to bring
your children from far away, their silver and gold with them, for the name
of the Lord your God, and for the Holy One of Israel, because he has
glorified you. Foreigners shall build up your walls, and their kings shall
minister to you; for in my wrath I struck you down, but in my favour I have
had mercy on you. Your gates shall always be open; day and night they shall
not be shut, so that nations shall bring you their wealth, with their kings led
in procession. For the nation and kingdom that will not serve you shall
perish; those nations shall be utterly laid waste. The glory of Lebanon shall
come to you, the cypress, the plane, and the pine, to beautify the place of
my sanctuary; and I will glorify where my feet rest. The descendants of
those who oppressed you shall come bending low to you, and all who
despised you shall bow down at your feet; they shall call you the City of
the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. Whereas you have been
forsaken and hated, with no one passing through, I will make you majestic
forever, a joy from age to age. You shall suck the milk of nations, you shall
suck the breasts of kings; and you shall know that I, the Lord, am your
Saviour and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. Instead of bronze I
will bring gold, instead of iron I will bring silver; instead of wood, bronze,
instead of stones, iron. I will appoint Peace as your overseer and
Righteousness as your taskmaster. Violence shall no more be heard in your
land, devastation or destruction within your borders; you shall call your
walls Salvation, and your gates Praise.
The sun shall no longer be your light by day, nor for brightness shall the
moon give light to you by night; but the Lord will be your everlasting light,
and your God will be your glory. Your sun shall no more go down, or your
moon withdraw itself; for the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your
days of mourning shall be ended. Your people shall all be righteous; they
shall possess the land forever. They are the shoot that I planted, the work
of my hands, so that I might be glorified. The least of them shall become a
clan, and the smallest one a mighty nation; I am the Lord; in its time I will
accomplish it quickly.
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Here I am to Worship
1.Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness
Opened my eyes, let me see.
Beauty that made this heart adore You,
Hope of a life spent with you.
Here I am to worship,
Here I am to bow down,
Here I am to say that You’re my God.
You’re altogether lovely,
Altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me.
2. King of all days, oh so highly exalted,
Glorious in heaven above.
Humbly you came to the Earth You created,
All for love’s sake became poor.
Here I am to worship,
Here I am to bow down,
Here I am to say that You’re my God.
You’re altogether lovely,
Altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me.
And I’ll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross.
And I’ll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross.
I’ll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross.
Here I am to worship,
Here I am to bow down,
Here I am to say that You’re my God.
You’re altogether lovely,
Altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me.
This pew sheet is also available at www.stmaryschurcholdswinford.org.uk

Readings for our 10.00am service:
Psalm 139: 1—10
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
3 You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.
5 You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.
7 Where can I go from your spirit?
Or where can I flee from your presence?
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.

9 If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10 even there your hand shall lead me,

John 1: 43—51
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found
Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.

Philip found

Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus
son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him,
“Come and see.”

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming

toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in
whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did

you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under
the fig tree before Philip called you.”

Nathanael replied,

“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told
you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater
things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you,
you will see heaven opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

and your right hand shall hold me fast.
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