There is a collection of books at the back of church which have
been borrowed from the Robin Woods Library for Lent. Please
complete a lending slip if you would like to borrow a book.
The Church will be decorated for Easter on Saturday 31
March from 9.00am.Anyone wishing to contribute towards
the cost of the lilies in memory of loved ones can do so by
putting donations in an envelope with the name of the
person to be remembered and giving it to one of the
Church Wardens or Sally Frost. Donations can also be put in yellow
gift aid envelopes. Please mark these “For Flower Guild”. Thank
you very much.

As part of our Lent study and reflection groups we have organised a
Parish Quiet Day at Holland House on Wednesday 21st March. The day
will be led by Stephen and we shall be reflecting further on the themes
covered in our Lent groups relating to St Mary’s and how we move
forward as a Christian community.
If you have already signed the list we would now be pleased to accept
payment for the day which will be £28 per person. You can either make a
cheque payable to Oldswinford PCC or call John in the Parish Office and
pay using a debit card. We need to receive payment before the day please.

March 25 is Palm Sunday, when we read the Passion Story
at our 10.00am service. If you would like to volunteer to
read at this service please sign the list at the back of church.
We have a Facebook page. If you’re a Facebook user
and want to keep up to speed with events at St Mary’s
visitwww.facebook.com/StMarysChurchOldswinford.
Please sign the list at the back of church if you would like to join us for
an Agape Supper in the church hall at 7.00pm on Maundy Thursday.
Please send any notices or information for the pewsheet to the Parish Office by 12 noon
on a Wednesday. Send to st.mary.os@btconnect.com or text to 07956675990 or phone
01384 441003.
This pewsheet is printed on recycled paper.

Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle.

The Parish Church of St Mary Oldswinford
Sunday 11 March 2018
Mothering Sunday
A warm welcome to any visitors who are worshipping with us today. Please join
us for a chat over a cup of coffee after our 10.00am service. If you would like
to find out about any of the activities associated with church please speak to a
warden or sides person or visit our website at
www.stmaryschurcholdswinford.org.uk or our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/StMarysChurchOldswinford.
Our services today are as follows:

8.00am - Holy Communion
President: Revd Alex French
Collect, Epistle and Gospel reading on page 135
Sides: Meriel Harris

10.00am - Worship Together
President: Revd Alex French & Revd Stephen Agnew
Warden: Tony Tatford Sides: Sue Tatford & Pauline Pettet
Voluntary: Wir glauben all —J S Bach
Our thanks to Wendy and her team of helpers for preparing the
posies of flowers that will be presented during this service.
Thanks also to Co Op Funeral care who have kindly donated the
daffodils that have been used in the posies.
6.30pm – Choral Evensong
Officiant: Revd Stephen Agnew Preacher: Revd Stephen Agnew
Warden: Maggie Abbotts Sides: Marilyn Thomson
Readers: Maggie Abbotts & Peter Thomson
Intercessions: Revd Stephen Agnew
Responses: Ferial Setting: Plainsong tones
Anthem: Hide not thou thy face from us —R Farrant
Voluntary: Fantasia of foure Parts – O Gibbons
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Caring for the family.
The Gathering
As we settle into the presence of the Lord here amongst us, we start with a short period
of silence.
Hymn: 818 To God be the glory, great things he has done!

Praise God who loves us.
Praise God who cares.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Praise God who loves us.
Praise God who cares.
Silence
We meet in the presence of God
who knows our needs, hears our cries,
feels our pain, and heals our wounds.
A prayer is read

Praising and Thanking God (A large candle is lit)
We light this candle to remind us that he love of God is like a light in our
darkness.
Blessed be God forever.
We praise you, our God, for all mothers who have loved and laughed and
laboured as they cared for their children:
Blessed be God for ever.
We praise you, our God, for all mothers who have wept in sorrow and joy
for their children:
Blessed be God for ever.

We praise you, our God, for Jesus, born of a woman and nurtured in her
love, and for Mary, a reminder of your patient, waiting love:
Blessed be God for ever.

9

Praising God with our voices
We sing the hymns:
639 Give thanks with a grateful heart.
713 Lord of all hopefulness

Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle.

This pew sheet is also available at www.stmaryschurcholdswinford.org.uk

HOLY WEEK AT ST MARY’S
Father in heaven, as your people prepare once more to follow the events of this Holy
Week, may we be led by your spirit to deeper insights into your love and saving
grace; that we may love you more and serve you better, for the sake of him who died
for us and rose again, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

Sunday 25 March PALM SUNDAY
8.00 am
Holy Communion.
10.00 am Parish Communion to include a reading of the Passion
narrative. This service begins in the Church Hall with
palm procession into Church.
6.30pm
Evensong.
Monday 26 March
11.00 am Chrism Service in Worcester Cathedral.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 26, 27, 28 March
6.30 pm
Service of Reflection with Compline.
Thursday 29 March MAUNDY THURSDAY
10.30 am Holy Communion.
7.00 pm
Agape Meal in the Church Hall.
Friday 30 March GOOD FRIDAY
10.00am Churches Together in Stourbridge procession of witness.
2.00 pm
Service of Reflection.
2.00 pm
Messy Church in the church hall.
7.30 pm
Service of readings, reflections and music based on the
last 7 words of Christ.
Saturday 31 March HOLY SATURDAY
9.00 am
Church decoration.
10.00 am Open church and vestry hour.
Sunday 1 April EASTER DAY
7.45 am
Holy Fire. The lighting of the Easter Candle.
8.00 am
Holy Communion.
10.00 am Parish Communion.
6.30 pm
Choral Evensong with sermon.

O Jesus, Master Carpenter of Nazareth, who on a Cross with wood and nails has
wrought our salvation, wield well your tools in the workshop of your world, so
that we, who come to you rough-hewn, may by you be fashioned according to
your will; for the sake of your tender mercy. Amen
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Confession

Please sit or kneel

Let us call to mind our sin, our failure to value the love of others and our
failure to love as Christ has loved us.
Silence for reflection
Your love gives us life from the moment of conception. We fail to live as
your children.
Lord have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
You call us to do good. We seek our own good.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
You hear us when we cry for help. We ignore the cries of others.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins, and restore you
in his image to the praise and glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Praise God who loves us.
Praise God who cares. (We say together the prayer for the day)
God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the
whole human family to himself: strengthen us in our daily living
that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of your
presence to bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Hearing the Word
Bible Story. Exodus 2: 1-10 Birth and youth of Moses.
At the end of the reading
Holy wisdom, Holy word
Thanks be to God.
Hymn 656 He’s got the whole world in his hand.
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Bible Story. John 19: 25b-27 The crucifixion of Jesus

At the end of the reading
Holy wisdom, Holy word
Thanks be to God.

What’s going on?
Please ask if you would like to
know any more about the events
listed on these pages.

Hymn 136 Fathers and mothers

Responding to the Word

Address and crocus prayers

Prayers

SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY
March 18
Fifth Sunday of Lent

Please sit or kneel for a time of prayer and respond as follows

8.00 am
Communion (BCP)

God of love
Hear our prayer.

10.00am
Parish Communion

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us…
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed by thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and
ever. Amen.

Welcome to the newly baptised

Faith is the gift of God to his people. In baptism the Lord is adding to our
number those whom he is calling. People of God, will you welcome these
children and uphold them in their new life in Christ?
With the help of God we will.
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism; by the one Spirit we were all
baptised into one body.
We welcome you into the fellowship of faith;
we are children of the same heavenly Father; we welcome you.
Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle.

3.00pm Baptisms
6.30pm Evensong

CHURCH DIARY FOR
THIS WEEK
Monday 12
Parish Office closed
7.00pm—8.30pm Lent group
Tuesday 13
Parish Office closed
10.00am—11.30am Lent Group
10.00am Open The Book Group visit
Oldswinford Primary School
Wednesday 14
2.00pm—3.30pm Lent Group
Thursday 15
10.30am Holy Communion in
church.
7.00pm—8.30pm Lent Group
Friday 16
Clergy day off
Saturday 17
10.00am Vestry Hour with Stephen
and Roger. Also Open Church until
12 noon.

MESSAGE FROM THE FOODBANK
Hello Everyone
Thank you for your patience as the snow hit again last
week and we were forced to close the warehouse in the interest of the
safety of our volunteers. It is always a difficult decision as we know
how many of our centres rely on us to take their food stock to them but
the centres that we would have visited also made the decision to close.
Even this morning our volunteers have had to clear our car park as the
snow remains. We appreciate your understanding and we are looking
forward to delivering and collecting successfully this week. Weather
permitting! Thank you :)
This week’s shortages are:
UHT MILK , FRUIT JUICE, TINNED POTATOES, HOT CHOCOLATE,
SMALL JARS OF COFFEE, TINNED VEG READY MEAL eg macaroni
cheese. SHAVING FOAM, SHAMPOO, CAN OPENERS
Please leave any donations in the boxes at the back of church and we will ensure
that they are taken to the warehouse for distribution each week. Any donations of
bags to help carry the donations from the large boxes at the back of church to the
collection station would be greatly appreciated. Thank you for your support.

This pew sheet is also available at www.stmaryschurcholdswinford.org.uk

We invite you to offer prayers for …………
Worldwide Church:
The Diocese of Karlstad in Sweden with Bishop Soren Dalevi
Churches Together:
Hanbury Hill Baptist Church
Bishop John has asked us to pray …..
for all mothers across the diocese. Also for all those who will find this day
difficult.
The work of St Mary’s…..
For Frasier Peter Cottrell, Theodore Samuel Jackson and Frazer Myah
Allport who are preparing for baptism. Also for Sebastian Tromans,
Alaana Akel and Darcie McCulloch who we welcome following their
baptism during the past month. We pray for their parents and
Godparents who will support them. For our Lent study groups meeting
this week.
Those living in:
Lea Vale Road and Dale Road
Local Community:
The Age Concern organisation in Stourbridge.
Among those who are ill:
Betty and Joe Chiswell, The Palmer family, Judy Taylor, Geoff Skelding,
Rosie, Becki Henley, James Gwilliams, Colin Millward, Lilian Bunny and Ian
Moore.
We continue to pray for:
Rory Macintosh, Joe and Ros Yeates, Elian Irvine-Boden, Anne May,
Martin Aston, Ruth Hardy, Anna Scudamore, Jonathan Bryan, Noah
Cantius, Michael Woodall, Finley Rogerson, Andrew and Lesley Mullen,
Justin and Kevin, Peter and Lydia Wilkinson, Grace, Enid Clarke, Julie
Read, Angela Viner, Penny Webb, Jennie Webb and Denis Noakes.
Those in nursing home care:
June O’Brian, Margaret Moult, Hazel White, Betty Shore, Mabel Arnold
and Anne Davies.
The departed:
Barbara Kent

Please inform the clergy or a member of the pastoral care team as soon as
possible if you know of any illness or particular need within the congregation.
Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle.

The Peace

Praise God who loves us.
Praise God who cares.
Through the prophet Isaiah, God says, ‘As a mother comforts her child, so I
will comfort you.’
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
and also with you. We offer one another a sign of our peace

Distribution of posies.
Please come up to the chancel steps to receive a posy or wait in your seat for one
to be brought to you.
At the end of the distribution of flowers we all say the prayer
Thank you God for the love of our mothers:
thank you God for their care and concern;
thank you God for the joys they have shared with us;
thank you God for the pains they have borne for us;
thank you God for all that they give us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Hymn: 721 Love divine, all love’s excelling
During which the collection is received

The blessing

May God, who gave birth to all creation, bless us:
may God, who became incarnate by an earthly mother, bless us:
may God, who broods as a mother over her children, bless us.
May almighty God bless us, Father Son and Holy Spirit, now and for ever.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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Readings for our 6.30pm service.
Old Testament Reading
Exodus 6: 2—13

The New Testament Reading

God also spoke to Moses and said to him: “I am
the Lord. I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God
Almighty, but by my name ‘The Lord’ I did not make myself
known to them. I also established my covenant with them,
to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they
resided as aliens. I have also heard the groaning of the
Israelites whom the Egyptians are holding as slaves, and I
have remembered my covenant. Say therefore to the
Israelites, ‘I am the Lord, and I will free you from the
burdens of the Egyptians and deliver you from slavery to
them. I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with
mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my people, and I
will be your God. You shall know that I am the Lord your
God, who has freed you from the burdens of the
Egyptians. I will bring you into the land that I swore to give
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; I will give it to you for a
possession. I am the Lord.’” Moses told this to the
Israelites; but they would not listen to Moses, because of
their broken spirit and their cruel slavery.
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, “Go and tell Pharaoh king
of Egypt to let the Israelites go out of his land.” But Moses
spoke to the Lord, “The Israelites have not listened to me;
how then shall Pharaoh listen to me, poor speaker that I
am?” Thus the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, and gave
them orders regarding the Israelites and Pharaoh king of
Egypt, charging them to free the Israelites from the land of
Egypt.

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
we have obtained access to this grace in which we
stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of
God. And not only that, but we also boast in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope,
and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given
to us.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ
died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person
someone might actually dare to die. But God proves
his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ
died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have
been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him
from the wrath of God. For if while we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death
of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled,
will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we even
boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.
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Romans 5: 1—11
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