Weʼre
currently
aiming
to
raise £1,500 to help fund additional
security measures for the church building
to enable it to be kept open during the
week. The money will be used to install
CCTV cameras in church. We’re doing this through a crowd funding campaign. Go to https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stmaryos to make a
donation or if you’re not online make a donation using the yellow envelopes
and mark for the crowd funding campaign. We’re pleased to report that our
current total is nearly £1300 and things are progressing well with our faculty
application which gives us permission to carry out the work. A huge thank
you to everybody who has donated and helped us to ensure we can keep
the church safe while it is open during the week.

Christian Aid Week 13 to 19 May.
Help is urgently needed for street
collections as we have several
streets unaccounted for this year.
Help will also be most welcome in
counting the monies raised, this will take place in the
vestry after the 10.00 am service on 19 May.
If you can help please contact Mike Blaxland, Tel 01384
390537

Kanthi will be retiring from her role as LLM Reader on Sunday
22nd July. If you would like to make a contribution towards a
gift to her from St Mary’s there are some envelopes at the back
of church to use. Please hand the envelope to a warden or sides
person or place on the collection plate.
The Women’s World Day of Prayer service will be taking place on
Friday May 11 at 10.30am at The Catholic Church on New Road.

Dates for your diary: Saturday 23 June 7.30pm—Organ
Recital given by Will Peart. Saturday 7 July 7.30pm A concert
given by The Amicus Ensemble in church directed by Will Croft.
Please send any notices or information for the pewsheet to the Parish Office by 12 noon
on a Wednesday. Send to st.mary.os@btconnect.com or text to 07956675990 or phone
01384 441003.
This pewsheet is printed on recycled paper.

Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle.

The Parish Church of St Mary Oldswinford
Sunday 6 May 2018
Easter 6
A warm welcome to any visitors who are worshipping with us today. Please join
us for a chat over a cup of coffee after our 10.00am service. If you would like
to find out about any of the activities associated with church please speak to a
warden or sides person or visit our website at
www.stmaryschurcholdswinford.org.uk or our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/StMarysChurchOldswinford.
Our services today are as follows:

8.00am - Holy Communion
President: Revd Alex French
Collect, Epistle and Gospel reading on page 190
Sides: A volunteer needed please.

10.00am - Parish Communion
President: Revd Stephen Agnew Preacher: Roger King
Warden: Les Timms
Sides: Jeremy Morgan and Marilyn Thomson
Reader: Joan Ram
Intercessions: Dawn Nex
Children Together: Alex French
Communion Motet: Ave verum corpus —Mozart
Organ Music: Toccata on Lobe den Herren – J H F Micheelsen

6.30pm – Evensong
Officiant: Revd Alex French Preacher: Revd Stephen Agnew
Warden: Marjorie Ferguson Sides: Stan Williams
Readers: Stan Williams & Marjorie Ferguson
Intercessions: Revd Alex French
Anthem: Loving shepherd of thy sheep —P Ledger
Voluntary: Cortege — G Young
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Collect for this week:
God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of your Son; grant,
that as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
Readings for our 10.00am service.

The New Testament Reading
Acts 10: 44—48
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell
upon all who heard the word. The circumcised
believers who had come with Peter were
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had
been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they
heard them speaking in tongues and extolling
God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the
water for baptizing these people who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for
several days.
This is the Word of the Lord
THANKS BE TO GOD.
Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle.

Churches Together in Stourbridge
Secretary – Role Profile
The main role of the Secretary is to maintain records, especially Minutes, and
to have an overview of the meetings and activities of Churches Together in
Stourbridge. The role can be broken down into two main elements, which
could be carried out by two different people, and a third, which is negotiable.
Meetings Administrator
Working together with the ministers of the Churches (who jointly undertake the
role of Chair of Churches Together in Stourbridge), arrange dates for meetings
of the Forum and Enabling Group, together with venue and Chair for each
Forum meeting.
Set agenda of each Forum meeting after discussion by the preceding Enabling
Group.
Take Minutes of Enabling Group and Forum meetings and distribute
appropriately.
Follow up or allocate actions identified at meetings.
Communications Officer
The mailing required for meetings of the Forum and Enabling Group is the
responsibility of the Meetings Administrator. However, other information and
requests for support are frequently shared with members of the Forum and
church offices/newsletters. The Communications Officer is required to:
Receive information from Churches, shared initiatives (including Street
Pastors, Food Bank, Life Centre Debt Advice, Christian Aid Committee) and
external bodies (including Dudley Interfaith Forum, Black Country Churches
Engaged, wider denominational groups) and decide to whom this should be
forwarded.
This role could be extended to include communication with media and others.
Events Organiser
There are regular and occasional activities/events which need some degree of
planning and organisation (e.g. Week of Prayer, Good Friday Walk, Election
Hustings). It is for the Forum to make the decision whether each activity will
take place under the auspices of Churches Together in Stourbridge. It is the
responsibility of the Enabling Group either to undertake the organisation or to
allocate the duties to an individual or Church group.
If you or anybody you know might be interested in this role please speak to
Stephen.
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The Gospel Reading
John 15: 9-17
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
GLORY TO YOU, O LORD.
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide
in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do
what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing;
but I have called you friends, because I have made known to
you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.

This is the Gospel of the Lord
PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.
Post Communion Prayer:
God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal
life; may we thirst for you, the spring of life and source of
goodness, through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen
Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle.
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Readings for our 6.30pm service.
Old Testament Reading
Song of Solomon 4: 16—5: 2,8,6-7
Awake, north wind,
and come, south wind!
Blow on my garden,
that its fragrance may spread everywhere.
Let my beloved come into his garden
and taste its choice fruits.
I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride;
I have gathered my myrrh with my spice.
I have eaten my honeycomb and my honey;
I have drunk my wine and my milk.
Eat, friends, and drink;
drink your fill of love.
I slept but my heart was awake.
Listen! My beloved is knocking:
“Open to me, my sister, my darling,
my dove, my flawless one.
My head is drenched with dew,
my hair with the dampness of the night.”
Place me like a seal over your heart,
like a seal on your arm;
for love is as strong as death,
its jealousy unyielding as the grave.
It burns like blazing fire,
like a mighty flame.
Many waters cannot quench love;
rivers cannot sweep it away.
If one were to give
all the wealth of one’s house for love,
it would be utterly scorned.
Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle.
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The New Testament Reading
Revelation 3: 14-22
“To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the ruler of God’s creation. I know your
deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you
were either one or the other! So, because you are
lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit
you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; I have
acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do
not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind
and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined
in the fire, so you can become rich; and white
clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful
nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can
see.
Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be
earnest and repent. Here I am! I stand at the
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens
the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and
they with me.
To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit
with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat
down with my Father on his throne. Whoever has ears,
let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle.
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We invite you to offer prayers for …………
Worldwide Church:
The Diocese of Bjorgvin in Norway with Bishop Halvor Nordhaug. Also the
Anglican Church of Kenya with Archbishop Jackson Ole Sapit.
Churches Together:
Riverside Christian Fellowship.
Bishop John has asked us to pray …..
the prayer for Rogationtide: Remember Lord, your mercy and lovingkindness towards us. Bless this good earth, and make it fruitful. Bless our
labour, and give us all things needed for our daily lives. Bless the homes of
our parish and all who live within them. Bless our common life and our care
for our neighbour. Hear us, good Lord. Amen.
The work of St Mary’s…..
For Mathew Taylor and Hannah-Marie Husband who will be married at St
Mary’s next Saturday. For Alfred Flynn Reed and Helen Prince who will be
baptised at St Mary’s today. For their parents, Godparents and sponsors
who will be supporting them.
Those living in:
Drew Road and Carlton Avenue
Local Community:
Students and staff of Stourbridge College
Among those who are ill:
The Palmer family, James Gwilliams, Colin Millward, Christine Pirie, Adrian
Mead and Ian Moore.
We continue to pray for:
Betty and Joe Chiswell, Judy Taylor, Lilian Bunny, Rory Macintosh, Joe and
Ros Yeates, Elian Irvine-Boden, Anne May, Martin Aston, Ruth Hardy, Anna
Scudamore, Jonathan Bryan, Noah Cantius, Michael Woodall, Finley
Rogerson, Andrew and Lesley Mullen, Justin and Kevin, Peter and Lydia
Wilkinson, Grace, Julie Read, Angela Viner, Penny Webb, Jennie Webb,
Michael Palmer and Denis Noakes.
Those in nursing home care:
Margaret Moult, Betty Shore, Mabel Arnold and Geoff Skelding, Anne
Davies.
The departed:
Enid Clarke, Hazel White and Tom Mole.
In memoriam: June Allen (3.5.17)

Please inform the clergy or a member of the pastoral care team as soon as
possible if you know of any illness or particular need within the congregation.
Please feel free to take this pew sheet away and recycle.

What’s going on?
Please ask if you would like to
know any more about the events
listed on these pages.
SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY
May 13
Easter 7
8.00 am Communion
(BCP)
10.00am Worship Together
A service where we celebrate
Godparents and the whole
Christian Community who
encourage others on their
journey of faith.
6.30pm Christian Aid
commissioning service

CHURCH DIARY FOR
THIS WEEK
Monday 7
Bank Holiday
Parish Office closed today
Tuesday 8
10.00am The Open The Book Team
visit Oldswinford Primary School
2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in
the Coach House
7.30pm Standing Committee Meeting
Thursday 10
10.30am Holy Communion in
church
Friday 11
Clergy day off.
Saturday 12
10.00am Vestry hour with Roger
10.00am—12 noon Open Church
3.00pm The wedding of Mathew
and Hannah

Message from Anne Batchelor
95% of children don't go to church on Sundays. How can we
reach out to them?
Scripture Union are hosting an evening on this subject, and
invite you to come along on Wednesday 16th May 2018 at St.
Thomas Church Hall, Market Street DY8 1AG. 7.00 – 9.00 pm
The evening will include a choice of workshops based on
Scripture Union experience and resources plus Bite Size quick
fire ideas to get you thinking about what you can do to reach
out locally. The evening is for church leaders, children and
youth leaders and anyone passionate about taking the Good
News of Jesus to those children and young people who have
no regular contact with church.
To book your free place please visit http://95stourbridge.eventbrite.co.uk
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