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How to build grim grinning ground breaker corpses!

Charles
Dickens
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Scarecrow how-to

Materials List

or
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make your own paper mache

Short cuts

Chicken wire torso

Rolled newspaper torso

Making hands

Fingernails and teeth

Shaping a foam wig stand

Spooky Glue
Seal your corpse
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Corpse sculpting
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Page 2 ~ Chicken wire torso & foam
head method
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Attach your armature (upright piece of wood) to your base (a piece of plywood or a couple of scraps nailed
together). The base should have a little weight to it so your corpse doesn't end up being top heavy. That's just
humiliating. Decide how much of the torso you want to show above ground. In our example, we opted for a full-
torso (about 20"). You might try angling your upright if you don't want your corpse to be sitting at attention. I

didn't think of this until too late, but you have the benefit of my mistakes. However, if you want your corpse to
look like he was startled out of the grave, then that's okay, too.
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Arms ~ Coat hanger wire, newspaper, & duct

Hands ~ Cardboard, coathanger wire, & duct tape
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Using wire
cutters, cut
fingers
from wire
coat hanger
(don't get
that mixed
up). Make
them an
inch or two
longer than
they really
should be
and insert
them into
the
cardboard
"palm".
They
should go
through
several of
the
corrugation
ridges.
This will
add
strength.
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Fingernails ~ Hot glue
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The head ~ It was pretty once

. Now, clip
them with wirecutters to form teeth. Basically just nip along the
sides to form a point on one end. You can also drill out little
fiddly-bits to resemble tooth decay. In the upper and lower jaw,
melt tooth holes with your iron. Squeeze out a small gob of hot
glue in the hole, and insert the tooth.

Attach the foam head

Finishing touches ~ "Spooky Glue"

methods

standard corpsing

Spooky Glue!
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Seal your corpse!

Continue ...
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Page 3 ~ Rolled newspaper torso &
pre-formed skull method
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rold the corpse is just a torso, so he needed four ribs, a
lar bone, and arms. He also needed a breast bone to

d his ribs in place. We tightly rolled 3 full sheets of
vspaper (in layers) for each bone and wrapped them in
"t tape. Sections that were a little too long were easily
‘to the proper size.

 found that it was easier to make lots of bones first, then build our skeleton from the pieces. An empty cardboard tube from an
ustrial fabric roll made an excellent upright, but you can use scrap wood, or even pvc. Just make sure that your upright is stron
ugh to support everything, and attach it to a plywood base. If plywood isn't an option, a few pieces of scrap wood or a short
gth of 2x4 will work just fine.
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 neck bone's connected to the head bone. Attach another

spaper roll to the upright for the "neck bone". This will take some
Isting to get it just the right length. Of course, a long-neck corpse
(S pretty icky, too, so if that's what you're going for then have at it.

e newspaper bones attached to the top of the upright (to form the
icle) make an excellent place to attach the arms. We opted not to
<e hands for this corpse since they'd just be lost in our graveyard
ss that hadn't been mowed since October 1.

| extra wads of newspaper at the joints to make them look nice and
ey. We went the extra mile and rolled two bones (radius and ulna)

Harold's forearms. A good graphic of the human skeleton is
y helpful. If you have a spare bucky lying around with
irations of a modeling career, that works even better.

rold's head - A foam skull

{ o

u And my head, I'd be scratchin’, while my thougl|
were busy hatchin', if | only had a brain ... and
head.

This particular foam skull came from Walgreen:
but | have seen them at Big Lots for around $5.
The jaw is closed. However, with a few razor
blade cuts it comes right off. Then just reset it
with a little hot glue. You can also make your o
paper mache skulls that look even better than t
foam ones shown here.

It might be a good idea to attach your headbon
to the neckbone before gluing the jaw back on
(sigh...but we learned). Just cut a neckbone-
sized slot in the bottom of the skull and hot glue
to the neck. A plasic skull would probably work
just fine, but you may need to route out the "ne
hole" for a snug fit. And you want your head to
tightly. Otherwise you may end up with a corps
that is preoccupied with the sky ... or the
ground ... or that just basically looks like the rol
from Lost in Space after he got his power pack
pulled out.

My, what straight teeth you have.

This foam skull had the straightest teeth we've ever seen. Not scary. So we ma
some teeth using Gary Adam's neat hot glue trick (scroll down to the foam head
section). We cut away thousands of dollars of orthodontia, then used a woodbur
(soldering iron) to burn sockets for his new teeth. Put a dab of hot glue in each
socket, then push in the new tooth.

If you're into vampires, then you can make some really long, pointy canines that
would give Anne Rice a warm-all-over feeling. We were fairly conservative with ¢
teeth, but you can make yours really gross. If you need some ideas, just think bz
to those really scary posters your dentist has hanging in his office to terrify you in
seeing him twice a year. "Do you floss? No? Well, then check out poor Eugene
over here." <shiver>
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Slap me some skin, bro << Previous / Next>>

Add as
many
layers as
you like,
and make
sure there
are no
holes
around
the base
for
outdoor
critters to
make a
homey
little nest.

Turning the skull into a head
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standard
corpsing procedure

corpse-sculpting

Continue ...
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out of
2x4 scraps. To this I attached the ribs and other rolled-up-newspaper-bones. You know what? It looked awesome. If
you're a guy and you don't have a wife, I recommend you go out and find one. (Love you, sweetie)
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Corpse-sculpting

A few more details



http://www.spookyblue.com/halloween/groundbreaker/sam06.jpg
http://www.spookyblue.com/halloween/groundbreaker/sam07.jpg
http://www.spookyblue.com/halloween/groundbreaker/sam08.jpg
http://www.spookyblue.com/halloween/groundbreaker/sam12.jpg
http://www.spookyblue.com/halloween/groundbreaker/sam10.jpg
http://www.spookyblue.com/halloween/groundbreaker/sam11.jpg

)
>
c
=
c
)
O



http://www.spookyblue.com/halloween/groundbreaker/groundbreaker6.htm
http://www.spookyblue.com/halloween/groundbreaker/groundbreaker2.htm
http://www.spookyblue.com/halloween/groundbreaker/sam09.jpg
http://www.spookyblue.com/halloween/groundbreaker/sam09a.jpg

