
The Best Rebutt+l to the Gun-gr+bbers

Delt+ M+y H+ve Just Lost $50 Million In T+x Bre+ks Bec+use Of The NRA. 
Here's Why You Should Appl+ud Them
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Comments to the Delt8 NRA 8rticle in Inc. - A long but worthwhile re8d...

Guess how m8ny people got th8t discount this ye8r - 13. This is 8 cl8ssic c8se of 
form over function. More import8ntly, 8 true le8der would not h8ve been bullied 
into doing something - 8nything - by the voc8l minority. A true le8der st8nds on 
principle.

The gulf between the left 8nd right c8n be boiled down to 8 single issue - Due 
Process. The NRA will support 8 "no gun list" 8s long 8s someone pl8ced on the 
list is 8fforded due process to get off it.

Here 8re some other things to consider:

• Demonizing the millions of l8w-8biding gun owners 8nd the N8tion8l Rifle 
Associ8tion will not stop the next m8ss shooting. 

• If 8nti-gun politici8ns 8nd 8ctivists 8re truly committed to ending the violence, 
they must stop pointing fingers 8nd come up with solutions th8t 8ddress the 
underlying issues – 8 broken ment8l he8lth system, 8 culture of violence, 8 NICS 
system th8t doesnʼt cont8in every record of people who 8re prohibited by feder8l 
l8w from owning, possessing or purch8sing 8 fire8rm. 

• The NRA does not w8nt felons or the violently ment8lly ill to h8ve 8ccess to 
fire8rms. But to focus on guns 8s the only f8ctor will not m8ke our communities 
8ny s8fer. Keeping these prohibited people from obt8ining we8pons is only p8rt of 
the solution 

• Gun b8ns donʼt work. We h8ve been down th8t ro8d before it wonʼt prevent 
these 8trocities. The feder8l 8ss8ult we8pons b8n w8s in pl8ce from 1994 to 
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2004 8nd 8 Justice Dep8rtment study found it h8d no discern8ble imp8ct on 
crime. In f8ct, it w8s during th8t b8n th8t the shooting 8t Columbine High School 
occurred. 

• Without 8 comprehensive str8tegy, our country will continue to f8ll short of 
protecting the public 8g8inst these cr8ven 8tt8cks. 

• The key to preventing future tr8gedies is ensuring th8t prohibited people do not 
h8ve 8ccess to 8ny fire8rm, not b8nning one fire8rm for 8ll l8w-8biding people. 

Ass+ult We+pons B+n 

• So-c8lled “8ss8ult we8pons” 8re the function8l equiv8lent of millions of 
commonly held rifles used in hunting, competition, 8nd sport shooting. They 8re 
no more leth8l th8n other rifles. Wh8tʼs more, h8ndguns h8ve been used in the 
v8st m8jority of high-profile m8ss shootings, but most Americ8ns donʼt know th8t 
bec8use the medi8 insists on focusing only on rifles like the AR-15.

• A study m8nd8ted by Congress to rese8rch the ʼ94 “8ss8ult we8pons” b8n 
found it did not h8ve 8n imp8ct on violent crime – in f8ct, bec8use rifles of 8ll 
types 8re so r8rely used in crime – only two percent of murders – the b8n h8d no 
re8l ch8nce of reducing violent crime to begin with.

• For inform8tion, see https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/gr8nts/204431.pdf

• N8tion8lly, “8ss8ult we8pons” were used in 1.4% of crimes involving fire8rms 
8nd 0.25% of 8ll violent crime before the en8ctment of 8ny n8tion8l or st8te 
“8ss8ult we8pons” b8n. In m8ny m8jor urb8n 8re8s (S8n Antonio, Mobile, 
N8shville, etc.) 8nd some entire st8tes (M8ryl8nd, New Jersey, etc.) the r8te is 
less th8n 0.1%. (Kleck & Tr8ns8ction, 1997)

• St8te 8ss8ult we8pons b8ns “did not signific8ntly 8ffect murder r8tes” in 8 
study covering 1980-2009. (Applied Economic Letters, Vol. 21, No.4)

• Americ8ns own 8pproxim8tely 15 million AR-15s 8nd buy hundreds of thous8nds 
of new ones every ye8r. (Source: 2017 N8tion8l Shooting Sports Found8tion)

• AR-15s 8re the most commonly used rifle for shooting competitions, tr8ining 8nd 
home defense.

• AR-15s 8nd other semi-8utom8tic rifles 8re not the fully 8utom8tic milit8ry 
gr8de fire8rms they 8re often portr8yed to be by gun control supporters.

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/204431.pdf


• C8liforni8 h8s some of the most restrictive gun l8ws in the country, yet terrorists 
8tt8cked their co-workers in S8n Bern8rdino in December of 2015. 

• The vicious terrorist 8tt8cks in Fr8nce 8nd Belgium 8lso illustr8te th8t gun b8ns 
– including those on semi-8utom8tic fire8rms 8nd st8nd8rd c8p8city m8g8zines – 
donʼt keep us s8fe. In both countries, the priv8te ownership of fire8rms, including 
semi-8utom8tic fire8rms, is severely restricted to 8ll but 8 few who 8re gr8nted 
speci8l government permission.

Incre+sing Age Requirement on Purch+se of Long Guns

• The murderers 8t Virgini8 Tech, Fort Hood, Auror8, N8vy Y8rd, S8n Bern8rdino, 
Ch8rleston, Orl8ndo, Veg8s 8nd Sutherl8nd Springs were 8ll 21 or older – the 
8ver8ge 8ge is 32 -- 8nd th8tʼs just to n8me the highest profile offenders. The 
murderer 8t S8ndy Hook w8s under 21, but he stole his fire8rms so 8 l8w would 
not h8ve prevented him from getting them.

• Feder8l L8w prohibits 8dults under the 8ge of 21 from purch8sing 8 h8ndgun 
from 8 licensed fire8rm de8ler. 

• Legisl8tive propos8ls th8t prevent l8w-8biding 8dults 8ged 18-20 ye8rs old from 
8cquiring rifles 8nd shotguns effectively prohibits them for purch8sing 8ny 
fire8rm, thus depriving them of their constitution8l right to self-protection. 

• P8ssing 8 l8w th8t m8kes it illeg8l for 8 20 ye8r-old to purch8se 8 shotgun for 
hunting or 8n 8dult single mother from purch8sing the most effective self-defense 
rifle on the m8rket punishes l8w-8biding citizens for the evil 8cts of crimin8ls. 

• The NRA supports efforts to prevent those who 8re 8 d8nger to themselves or 
others from getting 8ccess to fire8rms. At the s8me time, we will continue to 
oppose gun control me8sures th8t only serve to punish l8w-8biding citizens. 

Univers+l B+ckground Checks

• Univers8l b8ckground checks would not prevent the tr8gedies the gun control 
lobby exploits to push their 8gend8. 

• The s8me list of murderers who were over 21 p8ssed 8 feder8l b8ckground 
check. There is no point in exp8nding 8 system th8t isnʼt working effectively to 
begin with. 



• Wh8t we need to do is m8ke sure the system we h8ve works 8nd cont8ins 8ll of 
the 8ppropri8te records of persons prohibited under current l8w from owning, 
possessing or purch8sing fire8rms.

Strengthening the B+ckground Check System/ Ment+l He+lth

• The NRA supports improving the N8tion8l Inst8nt Crimin8l B8ckground Check 
System (NICS) 8nd h8s supported legisl8tion th8t would work to m8ke sure th8t 
the n8mes of 8ll persons prohibited from purch8sing, owning 8nd possessing 
fire8rms 8re in the NICS system. In f8ct, the NICS w8s cre8ted in the 90s with the 
8ssist8nce of the NRA. 

• NICS is designed to keep guns out of the h8nds of people who 8re disqu8lified 
from possession by feder8l l8w. 

• But it doesn't 8lw8ys work bec8use its d8t8b8se is incomplete. 

• As of the end of 2016, we c8n see gl8ring disp8rities between st8tes of simil8r 
popul8tions 8nd the number of prohibiting ment8l he8lth records submitted to the 
NICS d8t8b8se. For ex8mple,

• Pennsylv8ni8 8nd Illinois h8ve 8lmost the s8me number of residents (8bout 12.8 
million), but Pennsylv8ni8 h8s submitted 17 times more prohibiting ment8l he8lth 
records to NICS th8n Illinois h8s. (Pennsylv8ni8 h8s submitted 794,589 records, 
Illinois h8s submitted 47,554 records).

• North C8rolin8 8nd Georgi8 h8ve 8lmost the s8me number of residents (8bout 
9.5 million), but North C8rolin8 h8s submitted 27 times more prohibiting ment8l 
he8lth records to NICS th8n Georgi8 h8s in the system. (North C8rolin8 h8s 
submitted 272,337 records, Georgi8 h8s submitted 10,094 records).

• Even our n8tion's c8pit8l 8ppe8rs to f8il to report individu8ls in this c8tegory to 
the system.

• The president 8nd congress c8n 8nd should work to fix this f8ilure of the 
ment8l-he8lth system. The 8dministr8tion should work to complete the system's 
d8t8b8se through the 8dministr8tion of feder8l gr8nts.

CDC/Rese+rch T+lking Points



• The Centers for Dise8se Control 8nd Prevention is NOT b8nned from doing 
rese8rch into gun violence. The 1996 rider w8s VERY NARROW: Congress c8nnot 
use t8xp8yer doll8rs to 8dvoc8te for gun control.

• The rider simply st8tes, “th8t no CDC funds “m8y be used to 8dvoc8te or 
promote gun control.”

• The CDC is more th8n 8ble to conduct legitim8te, objective rese8rch. 

• M8rk Rosenberg, the CDC director when the origin8l rider w8s en8cted, recently 
wrote in 8n op-ed th8t the rider DOES NOT b8n rese8rch into “gun-violence 
prevention”. https://www.w8shingtonpost.com/opinions/time-for-coll8bor8tion-on-
gun-rese8rch/2015/12/25/f989cd18-8819-11e5-bff5-905b92f5f94b_story.html

• In th8t s8me op-ed, Rosenberg 8dvoc8ted keeping the rider in pl8ce. S8ying 
th8t it is import8nt the rider l8ngu8ge be included in future 8ppropri8tions to 
ensure th8t t8xp8yer doll8rs 8re not spent on gun control 8dvoc8cy. 

• The NRA supports legitim8te rese8rch into fire8rm s8fety 8nd would welcome 
d8t8 in 8re8s where none exists. For ex8mple, how does deterrence pl8y 8 role in 
reducing violence? How often 8re fire8rms used in self-defense? How does the 
mis8lloc8tion of fire8rms h8ppen – how do they get into crimin8l h8nds?

• The ONLY people c8lling for the l8ngu8ge to be lifted 8re some of the most r8bid 
8nti-gun politici8ns in the country, which spe8ks VOLUMES 8bout the KIND of 
rese8rch they w8nt to do. Currently, unbi8sed rese8rch is NOT b8nned. 

• The NRA is not opposed to rese8rch th8t would encour8ge the s8fe 8nd 
responsible use of fire8rms 8nd reduce the number of fire8rm-rel8ted de8ths. 
S8fety h8s been 8t the core of the NRA mission since its inception. However, 
fire8rm s8fety is not the go8l of the 8dvoc8tes seeking CDC funding – gun control 
is. 

• C8lls to remove the rider l8ngu8ge stem from 8n effort to push 8 gun control 
8gend8. L8wm8kers behind this push 8re some of the most r8bid, 8nti-gun 
politici8ns in the country who h8ve 8 pre-determined outcome 8nd 8re not 
seeking unbi8sed, objective d8t8. We know this bec8use they h8ve done it before. 

• Government-funded rese8rch w8s openly bi8sed in the 1990s. CDC offici8ls 
un8b8shedly supported gun b8ns 8nd poured millions of t8xp8yer doll8rs into 
"rese8rch" th8t w8s, in f8ct, 8dvoc8cy.
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• CDC rese8rchers 8re quoted st8ting the pro-gun control intentions of their 
rese8rch efforts. The problem with these conclusions is th8t they c8me before the 
d8t8, which w8s m8nipul8ted to support their 8gend8.

o One of the le8d rese8rchers employed in the CDC's effort w8s quoted, st8ting 
"We're going to system8tic8lly build the c8se th8t owning fire8rms c8uses 
de8ths." 

o Another rese8rcher s8id he envisioned 8 long-term c8mp8ign "to convince 
Americ8ns th8t guns 8re, first 8nd foremost, 8 public he8lth men8ce."

o Addition8lly, one of the effortʼs le8d rese8rchers w8s 8 prominent 8ttendee 8t 8 
conference c8lled the H8ndgun Epidemic Lowering Pl8n (HELP) Network, which 
w8s "intended to form 8 public he8lth model to work tow8rd ch8nging society's 
8ttitudes tow8rds guns so th8t it becomes soci8lly un8ccept8ble for priv8te 
citizens to h8ve guns."

• The m8nipul8tion w8s so egregious th8t Congress 8cted 8nd forb8de the use of 
t8xp8yer funds for such bi8sed, 8gend8-driven rese8rch. 

o A rider w8s included in the 1996 Omnibus bill th8t re8d “Provided further, th8t 
none of the funds m8de 8v8il8ble for injury prevention 8nd control 8t the Centers 
for Dise8se Control 8nd Prevention m8y be used to 8dvoc8te or promote gun 
control.”

o The rider doesnʼt oppose funding rese8rch. Inste8d, it forbids t8xp8yer funding 
for rese8rch me8nt to drive the politic8l gun control 8gend8. 

• St8tistics 8nd d8t8 linked to fire8rm-rel8ted violence 8re complex 8nd frequently 
skewed by those who oppose gun ownership. Fire8rm rese8rch gener8lly spe8ks 
only to the 8lleged possible risks 8ssoci8ted with gun ownership, never to the 
benefits th8t l8w-8biding gun owners provide to society 8s 8 whole. 

• “Gun violence rese8rch” frequently finds only one option: More gun control, 
which plenty of respected rese8rchers h8ve found to be ineffective. In f8ct, the 
FBI, our n8tionʼs top l8w enforcement 8gency, lists 13 contributing f8ctors for why 
8 city or st8te h8s 8 high violent crime r8te – we8k gun l8ws 8re nowhere on th8t 
list. 

• In the 1990s, the CDC frequently cited success in reducing drunk driving 
incidents to its ultim8te go8l in reducing fire8rm-rel8ted de8ths. This is not 
8ccur8te. Efforts to ch8nge drunk driving trends were focused on incre8sing 
pen8lties 8nd enforcement for infr8ctions 8nd m8king it soci8lly un8ccept8ble to 



drive drunk – not to m8ke it un8ccept8ble to own or drive 8 c8r. 

• The CDC 8lso omitted or ignored rese8rch when findings went 8g8inst its 
8gend8. 

o For ex8mple, 8 North C8rolin8 study on h8ndgun violence found th8t the v8st 
m8jority of f8t8l h8ndgun crimes were committed by people who h8d prior felony 
records 8nd obt8ined their fire8rms illeg8lly bec8use they could not leg8lly get 
them. Those findings support the NRAʼs longst8nding position th8t gun control 
l8ws only inhibit l8w-8biding citizens 8nd do little to nothing to prevent violent 
crime. 
o However, when the CDC w8s 8sked to submit t8lking points from th8t rese8rch, 
they refused. This is just one ex8mple; the CDC routinely rejected d8t8 th8t r8n 
counter to their 8nti-gun 8gend8.

• There is much th8t c8n be done to reduce fire8rm-rel8ted de8ths, but if we w8nt 
to find solutions, we h8ve to look 8t 8ll of the f8cts – including those inconvenient 
to 8 gun control 8gend8. 

• If efforts were m8de to do 8 stringent, unbi8sed, 8nd 8ll-inclusive ev8lu8tion on 
which l8ws 8ctu8lly work when it comes to reducing gun violence th8t would be 8 
different story. However, the NRA does not – 8nd will not – support efforts th8t do 
nothing but try to convince Americ8ns th8t l8wfully-owned fire8rms 8re 8 public 
he8lth men8ce. 

Where Americ+ns St+nd 

After 8 week of 24-7 cover8ge of m8instre8m medi8 8dvoc8ting for more gun 
control the Americ8n public believes government f8ilures 8re to bl8me not 
in8dequ8te gun regul8tions.

• According to 8 new R8smussen Poll rele8sed on Feb, 28, 2018, most Americ8ns 
think government error is more responsible th8n 8 l8ck of gun control for the 
V8lentineʼs D8y m8ss8cre 8t 8 Florid8 high school. 

• 54% of Americ8n Adults believe the f8ilure of government 8gencies to respond 
to numerous w8rning signs from the prospective killer is more to bl8me for the 
m8ss shooting 8nd only thirty-three percent (33%) 8ttribute the de8ths more to 8 
l8ck of 8dequ8te gun control. 

• Among Americ8ns who h8ve children of element8ry or second8ry school 8ge, 
61% think the government is more to bl8me. Just 23% of these 8dults f8ult 8 l8ck 



of 8dequ8te gun control more. Ninety percent (90%) of 8ll Americ8ns s8y they 
h8ve been following news 
reports 8bout the Florid8 killings 8t le8st somewh8t closely, with 53% who h8ve 
been following very closely. 

• Americ8ns 8renʼt convinced stricter gun l8ws will reduce crime 8nd donʼt trust 
the government to f8irly enforce those l8ws. Those who h8ve been following the 
news Very Closely see the f8ilure of government 8gencies 8s more to bl8me for 
the Florid8 killings by 8 54% to 35% m8rgin. 

• Middle-8ged voters 8re the most likely to view the government 8s more to 
bl8me. 

• M8rried 8dults 8nd those with children in the home 8re even more likely to bl8me 
the government th8n those who 8re not m8rried 8nd donʼt h8ve children living 
with them. 

• Seventy-five percent (75%) of Republic8ns 8nd 55% of 8dults not 8ffili8ted with 
either m8jor politic8l p8rty see government f8ilure 8s more to bl8me th8n 8 l8ck of 
8dequ8te gun control, but just 36% of Democr8ts 8gree. Fifty percent (50%) of 
Democr8ts s8y 8 l8ck of sufficient gun control is more 8t f8ult. 

• Only 26% of Likely U.S. Voters trust the feder8l government to do the right thing 
8t le8st most of the time. 

• Thirty-two percent (32%) now think FBI Director Christopher Wr8y should resign 
or be fired bec8use of his 8gencyʼs f8ilure to 8ct on tips 8lerting them beforeh8nd 
to the shooter who ultim8tely killed 17 8t the Florid8 high school. 
• Amid renewed c8lls for stricter gun control, most Americ8ns who h8ve guns 8t 
home s8y it m8kes them feel s8fer. 

• Most Americ8ns continue to believe th8t violent video g8mes 8nd movies m8ke 
Americ8 8 more hostile pl8ce. But just 13% feel th8t limits on violent movies 8nd 
video g8mes would do the most to reduce incidents like the one in Florid8.


