Elijah’s Prayer for Rain

1 Kings 18:41-46

Example of Prayer

Pray Earnestly - Posture of prayer, bent down and put his face between his knees
Pray Continually - Seven times the servant went to the sea to look for rain.

Pray Thankfully - Give thanks in all things. Philippians 4:6, “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God.”

Pray in Humility - Elijah understand he is a servant of God.

Pray in Faith - Elijah was sure God was sending rain - 1 Kings 18:1, “After a long time,
in the third year, the word of the Lord came to Elijah: “Go and present yourself to
Ahab, and | will send rain on the land.”

Five things that happen when we pray:
1. Prayer internalizes the burden

It deepens our ownership of the burden and our partnership with God. As we pray we
begin to become aware of how God might us to answer the prayer, how He might in-
volve us in ways we had not theretofore foreseen.

2. Prayer forces us to wait

Part of prayer is always waiting for God. God has three answers to prayers: Yes, no and
wait. Yes and no are no-brainers. But wait, that is tough. John MacArthur says: "There
is a tension between boldness and waiting on God's will. That tension is resolved by
being persistent, yet accepting God's answer when it finally comes." Instead of get-
ting frustrated that God is not on our schedule, prayer forces us to be on God's
timetable.

3. Prayer opens our spiritual eyes



It enables us to get in touch with what God is doing and how He is doing it. Prayer
opens our eyes, enabling us to see what God is doing, to see things we are blinded to
without prayer. That's because prayer is communication. We speak to God, God an-

swers us, speaking to us, showing us.
4. ltaligns our heart with God's heart

Adjustment, alignment, setting our thoughts, emotions, actions.
5. Prayer enables us to move forward

Prayer engages God, enables God's people, and enlarges His kingdom. Jesus said,
"without Me, you can do nothing." Once we have prayed we are ready to do anything,
until we have prayed we can do nothing, but once we have prayed we can accomplish
anything.

What does your prayer life look like this morning? Are you persistent in prayer? Are
your prayers passionate or are they perfunctory? Are they filled with intensity and fer-
vor or are they weak, timid and lacking faith? What about gratitude? How much time
have you spent thanking God for all He has done for you? And who are you praying
for? Is there anyone in your life that you are praying will get saved? Is there a burden
on your heart to see God's kingdom expand, to see His will done?



