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INTRODUCTION 
{ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ wƻŀŘ hǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ǘǳŘȅ όwh{ύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀπ
ǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ƳŀŘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōȅ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ !Řπ
ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ό{twύ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƎƻŀƭǎΥ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǊƻŀŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀǘŀ 
ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ όDL{ύ ŦƻǊ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΦ   

{ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ό{9!Dhύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ {9!Dh 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ ǿƘƻ 
ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǳǎŜǊ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǿŀȅΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘΦ 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ {9!Dh ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ппΣллл ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ .ƻŀǊŘ 
ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΣ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŘŜŜŘǎΣ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŜǊŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǊƻŀŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ {9!Dh ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘπ
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎΣ ƳŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƳŜƴǘǎύΣ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ {ǘŀǘŜ 
[ŀƴŘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ [ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ 
ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǇǎΣ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎΣ ƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {9!DhΩǎ DL{ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǳǎπ
ƛƴƎ 9{wLΩǎ !ǊŎ DL{ tǊƻ Ǿ нΦоΦо ŀƴŘ !ǊŎ DL{ hƴƭƛƴŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƻŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŘŜƭƛǾπ
ŜǊŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ {ǘǳŘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŀǊŜ Řƛǎπ
ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DL{ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇƻǇ-ǳǇ Řƛǎπ
ǇƭŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜ DL{ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΦ 
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Blue River and Blue River Road. From the USDAôs Forest Atlas of the 
Apache National Forest, 1909.  

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƻǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘŜȄŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƻƴ ¦{. ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ CƛƭŜ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DL{ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƛƭŜ /ƻƭπ
ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ǇŀǘŜƴǘǎΣ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ 9ƴǘǊȅ {ǳǊπ
ǾŜȅǎΣ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ !ƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ-ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǇǎ 
ƻŦ DǊŀƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΣ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŀǊŎƘƛǾŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ CƛƭŜ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƳŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀŎƪǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DL{ Řŀǘŀ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ƻǊ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛŦ 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 

¢ƘŜ DL{ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CƛƭŜ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳπ
ǘǳǊŜΦ  

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘ hǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ǘǳŘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ ōŜƭƻǿ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜǊ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ DL{ ŀƴŘ CƛƭŜ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀπ
ǘƛƻƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘπ
ŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ  
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PROJECT BACKGROUND Lƴ мфлфΣ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ мпǘƘ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΣ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ 
нрǘƘ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
DǊŀƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ aŀǎƻƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜΣ ŀ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ ǇǊƻπ
ǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ мутпΦ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ мΣупу ǎǉǳŀǊŜ 
ƳƛƭŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻǿƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ 
соΦр ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘΤ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ [ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ моΦс ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ мпΦу ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊΣ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ мл҈Σ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾŜΦ   DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ уΣпот ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмл /ŜƴǎǳǎΦ   /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {Ŝŀǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ DǊŜŜƴπ
ƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΦ   

aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ǇǊŜ-ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǎŜǘǘƭŜπ
ƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜΣ Dƛƭŀ ŀƴŘ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ wƛǾŜǊǎΦ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ǇƛŜŎŜƳŜŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊƛƭȅ ōȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƳƻǾπ
ƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƻǿƴǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ {ǘŀǘŜƘƻƻŘΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ǊƻŀŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΦ Cƻƭπ
ƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ мфнтΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜπ
Ǝƛƻƴŀƭ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŘŜǾŜƭπ
ƻǇŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƭŜƎŀƭ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΣ ǊƻŀŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜπ
ƴŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƳƻǎŀƛŎ ƻŦ ǊƻŀŘǎ 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƭŀŎƪ ŀ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘ-ƻŦ-
ǿŀȅ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ {ƻƳŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ-ƻŦ-ǿŀȅ 
ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜǎΦ  
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1. The Greenlee County Recorder began the process of digitizing its records in the 
summer of 2019. 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛǾŜ 
ŦƻǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ !ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀ tŀȊΣ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛƴ 
!ǊƛȊƻƴŀΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ !ǇŀŎƘŜΣ DǊŀƘŀƳΣ tƛƳŀΣ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀǾŀǇŀƛ 
/ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ 9ŀǊƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǊƻŀŘǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘǳǎ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ муум ƻƴǿŀǊŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊπ
ǾƛǎƻǊ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ŀǊπ
ŎƘƛǾŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛƎƛǘƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘŜȄǘ-ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎΦм aŀƴȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ 
ǊƻŀŘǎ ōȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜΦ 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ¦ǎŜǊ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ CǳƴŘǎ 
όI¦wCύΣ ƻǊ ǊŜǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wh{ 
ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ {9!DhΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ нлмс-нлмтΦ .Ŝƭƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ 
ǿƻǊƪΣ ǇŜǊ {9!DhΩǎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ²ƻǊƪ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

Graham County, 1884. From a Rand McNally map of Arizona Terri-
tory. The SEAGO team collected this and other Territorial-era maps 
from the Sharlott Hall Museum Map Collection, and are part of the 
File Collection included in the Greenlee Right-of-Way Study. 
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SCOPE  
OF WORK 

¢ƘŜ {9!Dh ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ²ƻǊƪ tƭŀƴ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘǳǎΥ  

¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΤ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǊƻŀŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎΤ  ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀǘŀ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎπ
ǘŜƳ όDL{ύ Řŀǘŀ ōŀǎŜΦ  tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ¦ǎŜǊ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ CǳƴŘ όI¦wCύ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 

¢ƘŜ {ŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

wŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ±ŜǊƛŦȅ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wƻŀŘ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ όI¦wC wƻŀŘ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎΣ /ŜƴǘŜǊƭƛƴŜ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅύΤ 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aŀǎǘŜǊ wƻŀŘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅΤ 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΤ 

/ƻƭƭŜŎǘ LƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ wƻŀŘǿŀȅ aŀǇǎκtƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ мфлф όDǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
LƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴύ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻΥ  ¦{D{  ƳŀǇǎΤ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ [ŀƴŘ hŦŦƛŎŜκ.[a tƭŀǘǎΤ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ŜƴǘǊȅ 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎΤ  ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƳŀǇǎΤ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƳŀǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ мфлф ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΤ  !5h¢ ŀƴŘ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ-ƻŦ-ǿŀȅ ƳŀǇǎΤ ŀƴŘ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΤ 

5ƛƎƛǘƛȊŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǇǎκŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŦƻǊ DL{ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΤ 

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǊƻŀŘǎΤ 

LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ Řŀǘŀ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ DL{ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΤ ŀƴŘ 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǊƻŀŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎΦ 
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GREENLEE 
COUNTY  

TRANSPORTATION  
HISTORY 

Morenci, Arizona. From the 1916 County map. 
Arizona State Archives. 

Lƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wƻŀŘ hǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ǘǳŘȅΣ {9!Dh ǎǘŀŦŦ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳŀǇǎΣ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎπ
ƻǊŘǎΦ ¢ŀƪŜƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
ǊƻŀŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǊƻŀŘ ŘŜπ
ǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  

tǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǘƻ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ¢ƛƳŜǎ 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅτǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ wƛǾŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŝǎπ
ǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ DƛƭŀτƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ !ƴ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ Ŝŀǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ Dƛƭŀ wƛǾŜǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 
DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜΣ ŀǎ άŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǊƛŎƘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣέн ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 
ǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƛǾŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ ±ŀǎǉǳŜȊ ŘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀŘƻ 9Ȅπ
ǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ мрпл ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ¦{ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ мфмΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀŘƻ 
¢ǊŀƛƭΣ ƛǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘƛƳΦ 

!ƴƎƭƻ ŀƴŘ CǊŜƴŎƘ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƳŜƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ Dƛƭŀ 
wƛǾŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƭΦ !ƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dƛƭŀ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ȅƭǾŜǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ tŀǘǘƛŜ 
ǘǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ мунп-нрΦо /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ YŜŀǊƴȅΩǎ мупс aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ²ŀǊ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴπ
ŀǊȅ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Dƛƭŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ 
ōȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻƻƪŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ ǿŀƎƻƴ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ tŜƭƻƴŎƛƭƭƻ aƻǳƴπ
ǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΦп  

2. Phillip, David Jr. et al. Prehistory and History of the Upper Gila River, Arizona and New Mexico: an Ar-
chaeological Overview.  Tucson, AZ. New World Research, Inc. 1984, page ii. 
3. Ibid, page 39. 
4. Bufkin, Don and Walker, Henry P. Historical Atlas of Arizona (Second Edition). Norman, OK. University 
of Oklahoma Press 1986, pages 18, 40. 
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Territorial-era petition, with citizens ñprayingò for a new bridge over Railroad Wash. Graham County Board of Supervisors Minutes of May 15, 1905. 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎΣ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ŘŀȅǎΣ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƎŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƛƴŘŜπ
ǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ōȅ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǎƻ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōŜ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ƻŦ 
¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ  

!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ 

!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ мусоΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ 
ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƴƻǿ ǳƴŘŜǊ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ¸ŀǾŀǇŀƛ όƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dƛƭŀύ ŀƴŘ tƛƳŀ 
όǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƛƭŀύΦ Lƴ мутф ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dƛƭŀ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ !ǇŀŎƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DǊŀƘŀƳ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛƴ муумΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ мфлф ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǊǾƛƴƎ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ DǊŀƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  

¦ƴŘŜǊ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƭŀǿΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ άǇǊŀȅƛƴƎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǊƻŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ƴŜǿ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ ƻǊ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ 
ƻǾŜǊ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ 5ŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊƻŀŘΣ ƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ ƳŜŀƴǘ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ Ǉǳōπ
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Copper Era and Morenci Leader from March 
17, 1910. 

ƭƛŎ ƳƻƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻǊ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘ άwƻŀŘ ±ƛŜǿŜǊǎέ ǘƻ 
ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǿŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ .ƻŀǊŘ-ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ 
wƻŀŘ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ wƻŀŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦр  

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ tƛƳŀ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀǾŀǇŀƛ /ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ ŘƛŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƘŜƳπ
ǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƻŀŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǊƻŀŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǘǿƻ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ 
¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǎŜŀǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ 
ǇŀǊǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǿŀǎ 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tǊŜǎŎƻǘǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳŎǎƻƴ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŀȅǎΩ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΤ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǊƻŀŘ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘǳǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳƛƴƎ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΦ !ǎ ŀ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƴƻǿ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ tƛƳŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŘƛŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
ǊƻŀŘǎ ǘƻ ¢ƻƳōǎǘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ .ƛǎōŜŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мутлǎΣ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 
ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƻƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ .ƛǎōŜŜ ƛǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ŀōƻǳǘ млл ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǳŎπ
ǎƻƴΣ ōǳǘ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ ƛǎ олл ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ tǊŜǎŎƻǘǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǎŜŀǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ мутфΦс  

aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ [ƻǊŘǎōǳǊƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƛƴƎ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƎǊƻǿπ
ƛƴƎΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘΦ .ȅ 
муупΣ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ ǘƻ [ƻǊŘǎōǳǊƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƴπ
ǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ Ǌŀƛƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦт ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǌŀƛƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƻƻƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ aƻǊŜƴŎƛ {ƻǳǘƘπ

5. Graham County Board of Supervisors minutes of April 27, 1881, Book 1, page 5.   
6. Clifton was under Apache County jurisdiction from 1879 to 1881, but BOS minutes from this period were 
found to be missing and cannot be consulted.   
7. Historical sources offer conflicting dates for the establishment of the rail link from Lordsburg to Clifton. As 
James Colquhoun was the first president of the Arizona New Mexico Railroad company, this study accepts his 
dating of the railroad opening as described in The History of the Clifton-Morenci Mining District, London, 
John Murray Publishing  1924, pages 19-20. Colquhoun indicates that as of the summer of 1883 the rail line 
had been built as far as Guthrie. 
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1908 map of Graham County. Arizona State Archives. 

ŜǊƴ όмфлмύΣ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ ϧ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ όмфлоύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ-
!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ όмфлфύΦу 

¢ƘǳǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƳƛƴƎ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ-aƻǊŜƴŎƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ 
ǘŜǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻǿƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻτƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 
!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴτǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ¢ǳŎǎƻƴ ƻǊ tǊŜǎπ
Ŏƻǘǘ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ DǊŀƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǎŜŀǘ ŀǘ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴǾƛƭƭŜΦ 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ WŀƳŜǎ /ƻƭǉǳƘƻǳƴΣ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ /ƻǇπ
ǇŜǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ŎƻƳǇŀπ
ƴȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ  

¢ƘŜȅ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜŀŎŜΧ
bƻ ƻƴŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǘŀȄŜǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƻǿƴ ƻǊ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ǊŜƴǘ ƴƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǇŀȅΦ 
²ƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦ ¢Ƙǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǊŜŜŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŜŘ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƭŘ ǘƛƳŜǊǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
ǘƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ 
ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǿ-ŀōƛŘƛƴƎ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƭŀǿΣ ǎŀȅǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ǿƘƻ ǊǳƭŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦф 

 

 
  
8. Bufkin, Don and Walker, Henry P. Historical Atlas of Arizona (Second 
Edition). 1986. Norman, OK, University of Oklahoma Press, page 46. 
9. Colquhoun, James. The History of the Clifton-Morenci Mining District, 
page 14.  
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Arizona Counties as of 1909, showing the newly-delineated 
Greenlee County. From Bufkin, Don and Walker, Henry P. 
Historical Atlas of Arizona (Second Edition). University of 
Oklahoma Press, Norman OK. 1986. 

CǊƻƳ /ƻƭǉǳƘƻǳƴΩǎ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎǳǊƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DǊŀƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛƴ муумΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴπ
ǾƛƭƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǎŜŀǘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻǊ ¢ǳŎǎƻƴ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ƴƻǿ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ άƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴπ
ƳŜƴǘΣέ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ōŜƎƛƴ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ DǊŀπ
ƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ƻŦ муумΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊƻŀŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 
ƭŀǿΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǊƻŀŘ ǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wƻŀŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΦ  

!5h¢Ωǎ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ όнлммύ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘ ±ƛŜǿŜǊ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿŀǎ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ мутмΣмл ōǳǘ .ƻŀǊŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 
ǎƘƻǿ DǊŀƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦмм Lƴ мфлфΣ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ŎŀǊǾŜŘ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
DǊŀƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wƻŀŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎȅǎπ
ǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ wƻŀŘ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wƻŀŘ {ǳπ
ǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƴƻǿ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ōŜπ
ŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛƴ мфмнΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƘǊƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ 
9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΦмн  

 
10. Arizona Department of Transportation Research Center.  Arizona Transportation Histo-
ry. Final Report #660, Phoenix, AZ. Arizona Department of Transportation 2011, page 16. 
11. For instance, see Graham County BOS Minutes of May 28, 1904, in which the Board 
appointed Road Viewers for the Clifton-Morenci Highway (now US191). Graham County 
BOS Minutes Volume 5, page 54. 
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1914 base map. Arizona State Archives. 
Record Group 99, Subgroup 13.  

DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

 ²ƘŜƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀƎƻƴ 
ǊƻŀŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅΤ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нлл ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀǎ ŦƛƴŜ 
ŀǳǘƻ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŀǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ Ŏƻǎǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ 
τ¢ƛƭƭƳŀƴ wǳǎƘΦ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΣ мфннΦмо 

¢ƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇπ
ƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ǳǊōŀƴ ōƛŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέ ǎƻƻƴ 
ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŀōƭŜ ŦŀǊƳ-ǘƻ-ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǊƻŀŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΦ Lƴ 
!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƎƛǘŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛŦπ
ǘƻƴ-aƻǊŜƴŎƛ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ŀƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ tƛƻƴŜŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾƻŎŀƭ 
ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǊƻŀŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜΦ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ 5ŜƭōŜǊǘ aŀȄǿŜƭƭ tƻǘπ
ǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƻōƛǘǳŀǊȅ ƛƴ мфпн Ŏŀǎǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ŀ άǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΣ ŦǊƻƴǘƛŜǊ-Řŀȅ ǎŎƻǳǘΣ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΣ ƳƛƴŜ 
ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΣ ǳǘƛƭƛǘȅ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΣ ƎƻƻŘ ǊƻŀŘǎ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƛǊŜ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΣέмп  ŀƭǎƻ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ άŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ǊƻŀŘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦмр 

!ǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ /ƻƭΦ tƻǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻōōȅƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘƛŎΣ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎΣ ǘƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŀōƭŜ ƛƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƻƻƪ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ άŀƴ ŜƭƻǉǳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŎŜŦǳƭ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΣέмс ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƻǎŜ άǘƻƴƎǳŜΦΦΦǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ Ŧƭȅ ŀǎ 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǊŜŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōƻƻƪΦ !ǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎΩ ǘƛǇǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέмт  

12. Arizona Transportation History, pages 24-25.  
13. Rush, Tillman Stout. Greenlee County, the Wonderland of Arizona. Phoenix, AZ. Rush & Rush 1922, page 22. 
14. ñDelbert Potter, Greenlee Pioneer, Succumbs.ò Arizona Republic, February 2, 1942. 
15. ñ167 Congressmen in Favor of Good Roads.ò The Copper Era and Morenci Leader, April 26, 1912.  
16. ñDell M. Potter Speaks to Enthusiastic Crowd in Metcalf.ò The Copper Era And Morenci Leader, Oct 25, 1912. 
17. ñ167 Congressmen in Favor of Good Roads.ò The Copper Era and Morenci Leader, April 26, 1912. 
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tƻǘǘŜǊ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƎƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ IŜ 
ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜŘ ǎƛȄ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǊŀƴŎƘΣ άƧǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΣέму ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǳǎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦмф !ǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hŎŜŀƴ-ǘƻ-hŎŜŀƴ 
IƛƎƘǿŀȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ tƻǘǘŜǊ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǘƻ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴπ
ǘŀƭ ǊƻŀŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪτƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƻǳǊƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ƳƻǘƻǊŎŀŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀƴ ƛƳπ
ǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƭƻōōȅƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭΦ  

DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ aǊΦ tƻǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ōƻǳƴŘƭŜǎǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘƘǳπ
ǎƛŀǎƳ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǎƛŘŜΦ Iƛǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΣ 
ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ hŎŜŀƴ ǘƻ hŎŜŀƴ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Dƛƭŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ό¦Φ{Φ тлύΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǊƻŀŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ tƻǘǘŜǊΩǎ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ hƴ ŀ мфмт ƳƻǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ aŀƧƻǊ DŜƻǊƎŜ IΦ YŜƭƭŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΥ 

 IŀǾƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ aƻǊŜƴŎƛ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻǿƴΤ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ 
ƛƴ aŀǊƛŎƻǇŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀǾŀǇŀƛ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ L ŀƳ ŦǊŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǊǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǊƻŀŘ ǿƻǊƪ 
ŘƻƴŜ ŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴȅ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦнл 

¢ƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ мфмс ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƪƘŜŀŘ-{ƘŀŎƪƭŜŦƻǊŘ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ !ƛŘ wƻŀŘ !ŎǘΣ 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέнм ¢ƘŜ !Ŏǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ 
ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ-ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ wƻŀŘǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ Lƴ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀŎǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 
ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎΦ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦ мфмрΣ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ wŜŀƭ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ōǳƴŘƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ  

18. Untitled item. The Copper Era And Morenci Leader, May 31, 1912. 
19. See The Copper Era And Morenci Leader, December 14, 1905 and January 9, 1908. The park referred to here may be Riverside Park. 
20. ñRoads in Greenlee Best in the State, is Opinion.ò The Copper Era and Morenci Leader, March 30, 1917. 
21. Arizona Transportation History, page 34. 
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ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŀŦŦƻǊŘ-{ǘŀǘŜ [ƛƴŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ό¦{тлύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƭƛŦǘƻƴ-5ǳƴŎŀƴ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ό{wтрύΦнн ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ aŀǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ 
DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 9ƴπ
ƎƛƴŜŜǊ ǘƻ 

make a map oféall roads and highways in 
the County of Greenlee which may have 
been located as public highways by or-
der of any of the Boards of Supervisors of 
Graham and Greenlee Counties, and all 
public roads in public use which have 
been recorded as public highways, and 
all roads in public use which have not 
been recorded as public highways and 
all such roads are hereby declared pub-
lic highways.23 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ŀ ƳŀǇ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǇ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊƻŀŘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŀƴŘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎΦ .ȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ƭƛƪŜ /ƻƭΦ tƻǘǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ƻŦŦΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛǾŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ-ƻŦ-
ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ  

.Ŝƭƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ   

1915 Right-of-Way dedication for US70 in Franklin. Deeds to 
Real Estate Book 3, page 19. Greenlee County Recorder. 

22. Greenlee County Deeds to Real Estate, Book 3 is where these dedications begin.  
23. Greenlee County Board of Supervisors Minutes of March 6, 1916. Book 2, page 312. 
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Now people will again come up over this route from 
the South, as Coronado and his Captains came, 
seeking something. I wonder if the Spaniard put out 
his camp fires, if he left camps clean. With 600 pack 
animals and 1000 men he must have had many 
camp fires gleaming in the pines along the route 
from the "Red House" to Zuni. Being a soldier, I sus-
pect he had order in his camps. I suspect he left his 
campfires safe; he must have left some fish, some 
game. some watercress, and the oak, pine and 
spruce trees, for they are still to be found along his 
old trail.  

ñJohn Guthrie. òOver Historic Ground.ó From The Early Days: A Sourcebook of 
Southwestern Region History, 1989. 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀŘƻ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ό¦Φ{Φ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ мфмύ 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǾƛŜǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ aǊΦ tƻǘǘŜǊΣ DǊŀƘŀƳ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ-aƻǊŜƴŎƛ aƛƴƛƴƎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳōŜǊ-ǊƛŎƘ aƻƎƻƭƭƻƴ 
wƛƳ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά.ƭǳŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ²ŀƎƻƴ wƻŀŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦέнп   

 24. Bates, Robert W. Historical Firsts in the Forest Service. Albuquerque, NM. USDA 1978, page 18. 

Tucson Citizen, February 20, 1917. 
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!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘ-ǎƻǳǘƘ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 
ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƴ-DǊŀƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘ ǘǊŀǾπ
ŜƭǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ 
CƻǊŜǎǘ wŀƴƎŜǊ wƻōŜǊǘ ²Φ .ŀǘŜǎΣ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ CƛǊǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ 
ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ  

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘǊŜŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳπ
ōŜǊ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wŀƴƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀƎƻƴ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴƴǳπ
ƳŜǊŀōƭŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ мфлр ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ƻōƭƛǘŜπ
ǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘǊŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
.ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ 9ŀƎƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƭǳƎ ŀ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ǎƭǳƴƎ ōŜπ
ǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ǇƻƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǳōƭŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ wŀƴŎƘ ƻƴ 9ŀƎƭŜ 
/ǊŜŜƪ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ ǘŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΦнр 

¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀŘƻ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘΣ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŜŘΣ ǳƴŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜΦ !ǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘπ
ŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōǳƛƭǘΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ aƻǳƴπ
ǘŀƛƴ ²ŀƎƻƴ wƻŀŘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘΥ ǳǇ 9ŀƎƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ 
ŀƴŘ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΣ ƻǊ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŘƛǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎΦ  

.ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ мфлфΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊƻǳǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎΣ ŦƻǊŜǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǊŜŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ CƻǊŜǎǘŜǊ 

25. Bates, Robert W. Historical Firsts in the Forest Service. Albuquerque, NM. USDA 1978, page 16. 



R OAD  OW NER S HI P  S TUD Y  

19 

WƻƘƴ DǳǘƘǊƛŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƛƴ мфнсΦ ά²Ŝ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜǎǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ 9ŀƎƭŜ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ tƛƴŜ CƭŀǘΣ ŎƛǊŎƭƛƴƎ 
DǊŜȅϥǎ tŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ wƻǎŜ tŜŀƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wŀƴƎŜΣ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ƛǘ 
ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƴǘ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ōǳǘ ǳǇΦέнс ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŀǊǘȅ Ŧƻƭπ
ƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ DǊŜȅΩǎ tŜŀƪΣ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŀƎƭŜ 
/ǊŜŜƪ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ /ŀǊƭƻǎ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ {ǇǊƛƴƎŜǊπ
ǾƛƭƭŜ Ǿƛŀ .ƛƎ [ŀƪŜΦ Lƴ мфмс ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΣ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ ²Φ ²Φ 5ǳǘǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ CƻǊŜǎǘ wŀƴƎŜǊ WƻƘƴ !ŘŀƳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 
ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǊƻŀŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
.ƭǳŜ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ .ŀǘŜǎΣ  

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŜŀǎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ ǊƻǳǘŜ 
ƘŀŘ ŀ ǾƻŎƛŦŜǊƻǳǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ 5Ŝƭ aΦ tƻǘǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ wƛǾŜǊ ŀōƻǾŜ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ 
ǊƻǳǘŜΦΦΦ{ǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мфммΣ ώtƻǘǘŜǊΩǎϐ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾπ
ŜǊ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǳƴŀōŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀŘπ
ǾƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ǘƻ ǾŜŜǊ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƛƴ мфол ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŀǾƻǿ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦέнт 

! ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀŘƻ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ǊƻŀŘōŜŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƭŀǎǘŜŘΣ ƎǊŀŘŜŘΣ 
ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻǊ ƘƻƻŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΦ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇŀŎƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƻǊŜǎǘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

Above: The Coronado Trail offers spectacular views of  the dramatic 
topographical features of Greenlee County. Below: the dedication 

plaque commemorating the 1926 opening of the Clifton-
Springerville Highway. 

 
26. Guthrie, John D. ñOver Historic Ground.ò From The Early Days: A Sourcebook of Southwestern Region History, Book 1. Albuquerque, NM, USDA 1989, page 238. 
27. Bates, Robert W. Historical Firsts in the Forest Service. Albuquerque, NM. USDA 1978, pages 16-17. 
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ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΦну DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻǊƻƴŀŘƻ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƛƴ мфмсτǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƪƛƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ .ŀƴƪƘŜŀŘ-
{ƘŀŎƪƭŜŦƻǊŘ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ !ƛŘ wƻŀŘ !ŎǘΦнф !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !5h¢Σ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜǿ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǿŀǎ ϷутпΣлллΦол 

¢ƘŜ ƳŀǇǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ {ǘŀǘŜ !Ǌπ
ŎƘƛǾŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфмс ƳŀǇ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜΦ 
!ƴƴƻǘŀǘŜŘ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ мфнлΣ мфнн ŀƴŘ мфнр όƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ wh{ 
CƛƭŜ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎύ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ мфнсΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ-
ǎƻǳǘƘ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘǊŀǾŜǊǎŀōƭŜ ōȅ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜΣ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ŎǳǊǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŜŜǇπ
ƛƴƎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ оΣрлл ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊ фΣмлл ŦŜŜǘ ŀǘ IŀƴƴŀƎŀƴ aŜŀŘƻǿ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ 
!ƭǇƛƴŜ ŀǘ уΣллл ŦŜŜǘΦ  ! ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀŘƻ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ 
ƛƴǘƻ ¦{ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ wƻǳǘŜ 
сс ŀǘ {ŀƴŘŜǊǎΦ  

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀŘƻ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄǘƘ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴǘƻ wƻǳǘŜ ссΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ 
ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ƙŀǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ƳƻǘƻǊƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΥ ¦{ 
сссΦом ¢Ƙƛǎ ǳƴƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƴŀƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
ŎƻƴǎǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŜƎŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƛƴŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘǎτŀƴŘ ŀƎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ¦{ ссс ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǊŜ-ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛƴ 

At the roadõs dedication in the 1920s, 
local Apaches reacted with curiosity 
to the white peopleõs numerology; 
they performed a ceremony called 
ôthe Devilõs Dance.õ Residents regular-
ly wrote the highway department and 
their congresspeople to change the 
highway number.  
 
ñRoseblum, Jonathan. Copper Crucible.  Cornell 
University Press. Ithaca, NY. 1998 

28. See Greenlee County Board of Supervisors Minutes, Book 2, August 16, 1915 page 280 
and October 10, 1915 page 380.  
29. ñArizona Gets the First Forest Road.ò Tucson Citizen, February 20, 1917.  
30. Arizona Transportation History, page 45.  
31. See Lucas, R. ñArizona Highways Were Built by the Numbers.ò 
https://arizona100.wordpress.com/2011/12/28/arizona-highways-were-built-by-the-numbers/. 
Accessed March 2020.  
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мффнΣ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜǊŀ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ άΨƎƘƻǎǘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŘŜǾƛƭǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΩ ƭŜƎŜƴŘǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜŦǘ ƻŦ ǊƻŀŘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǎŀǾƻǊȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛπ
ǘȅΦέон ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ ¦ǘŀƘ 
ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜ-ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ Lƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭ Wƻƛƴǘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
άŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ¦Φ{Φ ссс ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣΩ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǊƻŀŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜπ
ƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΦΩέ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ άǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƻƛƴǘΥέ 

²I9w9!{Σ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƭƛǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƻǇǇǊƻōǊƛǳƳ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǎŜŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘΤ ŀƴŘ 

²I9w9!{Σ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ϦсссϦ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƛƎƳŀ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜπ
ǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΤ ŀƴŘ 

²I9w9!{Σ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǊ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǊƻǳǘŜ сссΤ ŀƴŘ 

²I9w9!{Σ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƴŦŀƳȅ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴŜ ƴŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΦоо 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀŘƻ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻƴŜ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ōƻǘƘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƻǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀŘƻ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǘƛƎƘǘ ǘǳǊƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ȅŜǘΣ ǿŜƭƭ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜǊǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊŜŜŀōƭŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 

 

 

32. Ibid. 
33. ñU.S. 666: "Beast of a Highway?ò USDOT Highway History, https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure/us666.cfm. Accessed March 2019. 
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.ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘ 

[ƛƪŜ 9ŀƎƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Dƛƭŀ wƛǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǊƻǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ !ƴƎƭƻ ŀƴŘ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ǎŜǘπ
ǘƭŜǊǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муулǎΦ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜƳŜƴΣ IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ Ǝƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜŜǇ ƘŜǊŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ [ǳƴŀΣ bŜǿ aŜȄƛπ
Ŏƻ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ олл ǎƻǳƭǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜΣ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǘ .Ŝƴǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜΣ ǎŀƭƻƻƴ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ .ƻȅƭŜǎΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ-aƻǊŜƴŎƛ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ōƻƻƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻƳŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƴŎƘƛƴƎ 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜΦ .ȅ мфллΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ά.ƭǳŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜΦέоп 

 
¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻǳǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ōȅ ƘŀǊŘȅ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ƭŀǿΦ hƭŘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻǇǇŜǊ 9Ǌŀ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǳƴǘ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ǇŀŎƘŜ ǊŀƛŘŜǊǎΣ ƎǳƴŦƛƎƘǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǎǇŀǊǎŜ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфлл-мфлп 
ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŘǊƻǿƴƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŦƭƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƳŀŘŜ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻŦǘ-ǘƻƭŘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ CǊŜŘ 
CǊƛǘȊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊƛȊȊƭȅ ōŜŀǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎΦор  

34. Stauder, Jack. The Blue and the Green: A Cultural Ecological History of an Arizona Ranching Community. Reno, NV. University of Nevada Press 2016, page 71. 
35. Ray Gieszl Oral History Interview. Arizona Memory Project, https://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/digital/collection/afh/id/281/rec/3. Accessed March 30, 2020.  
 

Graham County commits $100 for road improvements on the Blue River. Graham County Board of Supervisors Minutes of 
July 5, 1895, Book 2 page 462.  
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/ƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻǳǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ-ǎƻǳǘƘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ муфр DǊŀƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǿŀǎ 
ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǿŀƎƻƴ ǊƻŀŘΥ 
 

! ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΣ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎǳƳ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛπ
ŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ Ŏŀƴȅƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
.ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊΦ hƴ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ϸмлл ōŜ ŀǇπ
ǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΧос 

!ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мууо ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ¦{тлΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
ǎǳŎƘ ǊƻŀŘ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Wǳƭȅ муфр 
ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƘŀƳ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ wƻŀŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ άǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ .ƻȄ /ŀƴƻƴ ƻƴ 
.ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊΦέ от 
 
Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƻŦ муфу ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ wƻŀŘ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜ 
ǊƻŀŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ муффΣ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
.ƻŀǊŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦǳƴŘǎ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƻŀŘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
/ƭƛŦǘƻƴ wƻŀŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ όІрύΦ !ƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфлр ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ .ƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ {ŀƴ 
CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘǎ όІмпΣ .ƻȅƭŜǎύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ .ƭǳŜ όІмрΣ .ƭǳŜύΦоу .ȅ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ ƻŦ муфуΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŎYƛƴƭŜȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ CƻǊŜǎǘ wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƻǊŜǎǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 
bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ aŜǎŀ CƻǊŜǎǘ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ  

36. Graham County Board of Supervisors Minutes of July 5, 1895, Book 2 page 462.  
37. Graham County BOS Minutes, January 10, 1896. Book 3 page 48. 
38. Graham County Board of Supervisors Minutes, October 5, 1905. Book 5, page 259. 
 

Above: Untitled clipping from The Copper Era and Morenci Leader, 
May 17, 1906. Below: Blue River Road. Photo by Rebecca Wilks. 
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ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ !ǇŀŎƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ мфлфΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ 
wƻŀŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ōȅ 
ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘπ
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ aŜǎŀ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ 
ǊƻŀŘǎ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƻŦ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
ƭƛƴƪŜŘ !ƭǇƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ-aƻǊŜƴŎƛ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦоф ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƳŀǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇŀŎƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƻǊŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ !ǘƭŀǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇŀŎƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƻǊŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ мфлу DǊŀƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aŀǇΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ мфмпΦ 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻǳǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǎǎŀōƭŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƻŀŘ ƛǘπ
ǎŜƭŦΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ [ƻƎƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муфлǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƴŜ ǘƛƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŦǳŜƭ ǿƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƻƻƳ ƛƴ ǎƘŜŜǇΣ Ǝƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƳπ
ōƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ муфф ǘƻ мфлп ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ 

From The Copper Era and Morenci Leader. Above: Road expenditures 
on the Blue, April 23, 1915. Below: Advocacy for Blue River Road de-

velopment, May 17, 1906. 

39. See Plummer, F.G. Forest Conditions in in the Black Mesa Forest Reserve. U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper No. 23, 1904, pages 13-14, 19.  
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ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƭƻƻŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ǿƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦƭƻƻŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ мфлп ŀƴŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
ƻŦ мфлрΣ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƻŀŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мфлрΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƭƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦƭƻƻŘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ тр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳǎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ ŀƴŘ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊǎΣ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƴƻǊǘƘ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻπ
ƴŀ /ƻǇǇŜǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǇƭŀƴǘΦпл ! ƴŜǿ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƛƴ мфлс ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ мфлт ŎŀǳǎŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅΦ CǊŜŘ CǊƛǘȊΣ WǊΦ ǊŜŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфту ǘƘŀǘ 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ŦƭƻƻŘǎ ƻŦ мфлр-лс ŀƴŘ лтΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ 
wƛǾŜǊΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦŀǊƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ 
wƻŀŘΣ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ 5ǳƴπ
Ŏŀƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅǎ ǘƻ !ƭǇƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ {ǇǊƛƴƎŜǊǾƛƭƭŜΣ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǘ 
.ŜƴǘƻƴΦΦΦŎƭƻǎŜŘΦпм  
 

WŀŎƪ {ǘŀǳōŜǊΣ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ 
ǊŜōǳƛƭǘΦ .ǳǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƎƻƴ ǊƻŀŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǳǎŜŀōƭŜτƴƻǘŀōƭȅΣ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƎƻƴ ǊƻŀŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŜŜǇ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ мфмлΦпн .ǳǘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘǎ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ оΣрул ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ 
ƻŦ пΣлрн ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘΣ оп ƻŦ пр ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ 
ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǿƻ-ǘƘƛǊŘǎΦпо ¢ƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀŘƻ ¢ǊŀƛƭτȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƛƴ мфмсΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ 

Excerpts from The Copper Era and Morenci 
Leader. Above: April 19, 1906. Below: April 
15, 1921.  

40. Hunt, W.W.R. ñThe Clifton Addition to the Black Mesa Forest Reserves of Arizona.ò Forest Service Re-
port, 1906. National Archives Record Group 95. 
41. Fritz Jr., Fred J. Untitled memoir published in Arizona National Ranch Histories of Living Pioneer Stock-
men. Phoenix, AZ. Arizona National 1978, vol. 1, 65-102. 
42. The Minutes of the Apache Ranger Meeting held at Springerville. Arizona. September 8ï14. 1910. From 
The Early Days: A Sourcebook of Southwestern Region History, Book 1. Albuquerque, NM, USDA 1989, page 
230. 
43. Leopold, Aldo. ñErosion as a Menace to the Social and Economic Future of the Southwest.ò Paper read at 
New Mexico Association for Science in 1922. Published in 1946 by the Journal of Forestry, vol. 44, 627-633. 
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Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅΣ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ƻŦ άǘŀƪƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǊƻŀŘΦέпп  

¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻǳǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘ ŦƻǊ 
ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ   5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ά.ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ CƻƭŘŜǊέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ-ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻŀŘΦ  

Lƴ мфоо ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƴŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ƭǳŜ wŀƴƎŜ 
tǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜ !ǊŜŀΣέ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƳƻǘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ǘǊŀƴǎπ
ǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ƻǳǘ 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƭƻƻŘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ CƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜ !ǊŜŀ 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴǘŜǊ-ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
ǎǘŀŦŦ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŀǎǎŀōƭŜ ōȅ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜΦ Lƴ мфот ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ CƻǊŜǎǘŜǊ 
ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŀǎŜ ƳŀǇ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ 
ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ 
.ƭǳŜ tƻǎǘ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀōƭŜΦ 5ƻ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŦŀǊπ
ǘƘŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ CǊƛǎŎƻ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ tƻǎǘ hŦŦƛŎŜΚέ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ άŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ 
tƻǎǘ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳƴƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǊƻŀŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 

 

44. Stauder, Jack. The Blue and the Green: A Cultural Ecological History of an 
Arizona Ranching Community. Reno, NV. University of Nevada Press 2016, pag-
es 80-81. 
 

1938 Forest Service Memorandum. From the ñBlue River Folder,ò located in 
the Greenlee County ROS File Collections under Historical Sources, USFS 

section. 
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ǳǎŜŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾπ
ŜǊΦέпр  

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǊƻŀŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ нс 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊƻŀŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ 
tŜǘŜ wƛƭŜȅ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛƴ 
мфон ƻǊ ооΤ CǊŜŘ CǊƛǘȊ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦ CǊƛǘȊ ƛƴ ŀ мфср ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ Wǳŀƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ wƻŀŘ 
ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ άǘƘŜ мс ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƴƻǿ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŘƻƳ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ Řƛǎπ
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΦέпс ! CƻǊŜǎǘ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ мфсрΣ ƘƻǿŜǾπ
ŜǊΣ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ άŀ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфпо ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ DǊŀƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜΦέпт  

¢Ƙŀǘ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜ-ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛŘƎŜ tǊƛƳƛπ
ǘƛǾŜ !ǊŜŀ ŀǎ ŀ ²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ !ǊŜŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
!Ŏǘ ƻŦ мфспΦ Lƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ-
ƻŦ-ǿŀȅ ōȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜτǾƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ōǳƭƭŘƻȊŜǊ 
ŎǊŀǿƭƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ 
ōŜǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦ-ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛπ
ŎƭŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜǎǇŀǎǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ 
wƛǾŜǊ CƻƭŘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƻŦ мфсуΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎŜƴǘ ŀ ōǳƭƭŘƻȊŜǊ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ōŜπ

 

45. See the Blue River Folder, Greenlee ROS File Collection: Historical Sources, 
USFS section, pages 19-21.  
46. Ibid, 10. 
47. Ibid, 80.   1968 Forest Service Memorandum. From the Blue River Folder. 
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ǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ I¦ .ŀǊ wŀƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƳƛǘƘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ƎŀǘŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊŦŀŎŜŘ ǊƻŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜπ
ƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǿŜǊŜ άǿƛǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘƛƎƘ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέпу  

¢ƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ мфсу ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀǎ άŀ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜϥǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜ !ǊŜŀΦέ 
!ǘ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ CƭƻȅŘ CŜǊƴŀƴŘŜȊ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘΤ ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƛƴ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŘƻȊŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴȅƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ 
άōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳƛπ
ǘƛǾŜ !ǊŜŀΦέпф ¢ƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ ƛƴ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦ 
  
vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΤ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀǊŜ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ w{ нптт ŎƭŀƛƳΤ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ мн ȅŜŀǊǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƳŜƴǘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƎŀǇǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘΣ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ 
CƻƭŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǳƴǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊŀǾŜǊǎŀōƭŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƴŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘ-ƻŦ-ǿŀȅ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜτŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭŀƛƳΦ 
 

 

 

48. Ibid, 122. 
49. Ibid, 44. 

Close-up of a 1925 County Map showing the Blue River Road, annotated to read  
ñCounty Wagon Road Only.ò Arizona State Archives. 
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{ŀŦŦƻǊŘ-{ǘŀǘŜ [ƛƴŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ό¦Φ{Φ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ тлύ 

DǊŀƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊƻŀŘ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴǾƛƭƭŜΣ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǎƘ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ƳƛƴŜ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ муурΦрл ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǎǘǎΣрм ōǳǘ ōȅ мууу ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΦрн 

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ мфмр DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ-ƻŦ-ǿŀȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻŀŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ пл ŦŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǿƛŘǘƘΦ 
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ ƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƴ ǳƴǇŀǾŜŘ ǊƻŀŘΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 

Close-up of 1920 Greenlee County map showing the ñDuncan-Solomonville Road,ò now U.S. Highway 70.  Arizona State Archives. 

50. Graham County BOS Minutes of August 15, 1885. Book 1 page 227-229.   
51. Graham County BOS Minutes of April 5, 1886. Book 1 page 254.  
52. Graham County BOS Minutes of October 1, 1888. Book 1 page 467.  
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ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀπ
ǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ-ƻŦ-ǿŀȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅΣ ƴƻǿ сл ŦŜŜǘ ǿƛŘŜ 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ плΦ 5ŜŜŘǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
¦{тлΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΣ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƛƭŜ 
/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǘƘƛǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΦ 

!ǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǎŀǿ ōƻƻǎǘŜǊǎΣ 
ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘǎ ŀƎƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ Dƛƭŀ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ¦{тл ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άwƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ 
5ŀƳ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΣέ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ άhŎŜŀƴ ǘƻ hŎŜŀƴέ ǘǊŀƴǎŎƻƴǘƛπ
ƴŜƴǘŀƭ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛƴ мфммΦро Lƴ ǘƘŜ мфнлǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά[ŜŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΦέрп Lƴ мфнмΣ ǘƘŜ 
.ŀƴƪƘŜŀŘ-{ƘŀŎƪƭŜŦƻǊŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ CŜŘπ
ŜǊŀƭ !ƛŘ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ !ŎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ άǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŘŜπ
ǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǎ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦέрр ¢ƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ [ŜŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ άǎŜǾŜƴ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǊƻŀŘέ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴπ
ǘȅΦрс .ȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ-мфолǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ¦Φ{Φ IƛƎƘπ

53. Arizona Transportation History, page 32.  
54. ñLee Highway,ò American Roads, http://www.americanroads.us/
autotrails/leehighway.html. Accessed July 2019. 
55. Arizona Transportation History, page 37-38.  
56. Ibid, page 33. Also known as the Southern National Highway, the Roo-
sevelt Dam Highway, and US 180.  

Left: Franklin, Arizona. From the 1938 ADOT General Highway Map. 
Arizona Archives. 



R OAD  OW NER S HI P  S TUD Y  

31 

ǿŀȅ мулΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻŀŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ тл ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άhƭŘ ²Ŝǎǘ 
IƛƎƘǿŀȅΦέ aƻǎǘ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ŀƴŘ !5h¢ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀŦŦƻǊŘ-{ǘŀǘŜ [ƛƴŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ-5ǳƴŎŀƴ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ό{ǘŀǘŜ wƻǳǘŜ трύ 

DǊŀƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ-5ǳƴŎŀƴ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƻŦ мууоΣ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ϷоΣллл άŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜ-ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Dƛƭŀ-aŜǎŀ wƻŀŘΦέрт ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ƴŜŀǊ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǿŜǎǘǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ōŀƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dƛƭŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ-bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǿŀǎ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ōŀƴƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ {ƘŜƭŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǊƪ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƎƻƴ ǊƻŀŘ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ŀƴŘ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴΦ  

The Graham County Board of Supervisors allocates the sizeable sum of $3,000 for rebuilding the ñGila and Mesa Road,ò 
now known as State Route 75, the Clifton-Duncan Highway. See Graham County BOS Minutes, February 5, 1883, Book 1 

page 89. 

57. Graham County BOS Minutes of February 5, 1883, Book 1 page 89. 
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!ǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻǊŘǎōǳǊƎ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƻ 
άŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
ōŜƎƛƴ ƛƴ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǿŜǎǘ ǘƻ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭπ
ƛŀǊ Ŝŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǿŜǎǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴΦ Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ƻŦ муфлΣ DǊŀƘŀƳ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻǊƻƴŀŘƻ wŀƴŎƘ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
[ƛƴŜέ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ-Řŀȅ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ²ŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻπ
ƴŀ-bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ ōƻǊŘŜǊ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΦру !ƎŀƛƴΣ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ мууо 
άDƛƭŀ-aŜǎŀ wƻŀŘέ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǊƻŀŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎπ
ǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ŝŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǿŜǎǘΦ  

Lƴ мфмлΣ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀŎǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƻƴ-ǘƻ-ōŜ 
DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 
ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛƎƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦрф CƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ǝƻǘ 
ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Dƛƭŀ 
wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ мфмн ŀƴŘ ǊƻŀŘ ǎǳǊŦŀŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ мфмсΦсл DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ-
ƻŦ-ǿŀȅ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛƴ мфмрτǇŀƎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜπ
ŎƻǊŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ wŜŀƭ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ .ƻƻƪ о ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀπ
ǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ {w тр ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ 
ŘƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘ-ƻŦ-ǿŀȅ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ !5h¢ ǊŜŀƭƛƎƴπ
ƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  

aǳƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ό{ǘŀǘŜ wƻǳǘŜ туύ 

hƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ-ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ мфмс ƳŀǇ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǘǘŜŘ ƭƛƴŜ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ²ŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ [ƛƴŜ ōȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
.ƭŀŎƪ WŀŎƪ DŀǇΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ά/ƭƛŦǘƻƴ-{ƛƭǾŜǊ /ƛǘȅ wƻŀŘέ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ мфнлΦсм !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ  

Early photo of the Mule Creek Highway. From Tillman Rushôs 1922 Greenlee Coun-
ty, Wonderland of Arizona. 

58. Graham County BOS Minutes of October 13, 1890, Book 2 page 139. 
59. Graham County BOS Minutes of March 9, 1910, Book 6, page 298. 
60. Arizona Department of Transportation. ñArizonaôs Historic Roads: State Route 75 Duncan to Guthrie Highway.ò https://www.azdot.gov/docs/default-
source/historical-roads/sr75_highwayhistory.pdf?sfvrsn=2. Accessed June-July 2019.  
61. Greenlee County BOS Minutes of December 4, 1920, Book 3 page 167.  
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ǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ {ǘŀǘŜ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎτǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ aǳƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ ¢ǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ¢ƛƭƭƳŀƴ wǳǎƘΣ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ-
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ōŜŀǳǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘ ƛƴ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǊƻŀŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦέсн  

 

  
62. Rush, Tillman Stout. Greenlee County, the Wonderland of Arizona. Phoenix, AZ. Rush & Rush 1922, page 25.  
 
 

1922 map of the Proposed Clifton-Silver City Road, now called Mule Creek Highway. Arizona State Archives. 



R OAD  OW NER S HI P  S TUD Y  

34 

hǘƘŜǊ wƻŀŘǎ 

¢ƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊƻŀŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ¦Φ{Φ IƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ όтлΣ мфмύ ƻǊ {ǘŀǘŜ wƻǳǘŜǎ όтрΣ туύΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴπ
ƭŜŜΦ  

hŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΣ ŦŜǿ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ-мфслǎΣ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜŜŘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻǇπ
ŜǊǘȅ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ¸ƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜŜŘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¸ƻǊƪ ǊƻŀŘ ŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ {9!Dh ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ¸ƻǊƪ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ ±ŜǊŘŜ [ŜŜ ŀƴŘ [ƻƳŀ [ƛƴŘŀ ǊƻŀŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀǘǘŜŘ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 
ǊƻŀŘǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ ǊƻŀŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ±ŜǊŘŜ 
[ŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ±ŜǊŘŜ [ŜŜ tŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
{ǘǊŜŜǘ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ мфулΦсо ¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŀŎπ
ǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻƳŀ [ƛƴŘŀ wƻŀŘ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ мфуфΣ ŀƴŘ 
ōŜƎŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлǎΦсп ¢ƘŜ 

63. Resolution 10-80-02. Greenlee County Board of Supervisors Minutes of Octo-
ber 24, 1980, Book 8 page 480.  
64. Resolution 89-02-02. Greenlee County Board of Supervisors Minutes of No-
vember 8, 1988, Book 10 page 261. 


