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QUESTION: Why doesn’t the U.S. government 
ever investigate the mainstream media for 
illegal snooping? 
 
Short answer: it’s not that the U.S. government never investigates the 
mainstream media—it’s that doing so is legally constrained, 
politically radioactive, and usually hard to justify under existing law. 
 
Longer, clearer breakdown: 
 
1. The First Amendment is a huge shield 
 
The U.S. has some of the strongest press protections in the world. 
Investigating journalists for “snooping” immediately runs into: 
 

• Freedom of the press 
• Freedom to gather news 
• Protection of sources 

 
Even the appearance of targeting media can look like government 
intimidation, which courts take very seriously. 
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2. "Snooping" isn't usually illegal 
 
Most reporting relies on: 
 

• Leaks from sources (often legal for the journalist, even if not 
for the leaker) 

• Public records requests 
• Off-the-record conversations 
• Tips and documents given voluntarily 

 
Journalists are generally not liable for receiving or publishing 
information unless they: 
 

• Participated in hacking 
• Paid for stolen material 
• Actively directed illegal acts 

 
Those cases have been investigated—but they’re rare and very fact-
speci�ic. 
 
3. DOJ rules make it intentionally hard 
 
After abuses in the past (e.g., Nixon era), the Justice Department 
adopted strict internal rules: 
 

• Subpoenas to journalists require high-level approval 
• Investigators must prove no other way exists to get the info 
• Newsroom searches are basically a last-ditch option 
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This is by design—to prevent government overreach. 
 
4. Political optics are brutal 
 
Imagine the headline: 
 

"Administration investigates major news outlet" 
 
Regardless of guilt, it looks like: 
 

• Retaliation 
• Censorship 
• Authoritarian behavior 

 
No administration wants that unless the evidence is overwhelming. 
 
5. Investigations do happen—just quietly and narrowly 
 
When journalists cross clear legal lines (e.g., hacking, wire fraud, 
classi�ied systems access), investigations usually focus on: 
 

• The source 
• The method 
• Third parties involved 

 
Not the newsroom as an institution. 
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6. Courts, not prosecutors, are the main referee 
 
Disputes over media conduct usually get handled through: 
 

• Civil lawsuits 
• Defamation law 
• Injunctions 
• Source-protection rulings 

 
That keeps enforcement out of the executive branch. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

The tension underneath all of this 
 
There's a real tradeoff: 
 

• Too much scrutiny → chilling effect on journalism 
• Too little scrutiny → potential abuse of access and power 

 
The U.S. system heavily favors erring on the side of press freedom, 
even when it’s uncomfortable. 
 
If you want, I can also break this down by: 
 

• National security leaks 
• Surveillance law (wiretapping vs reporting) 
• How this differs from Europe 
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• Or whether tech/media hybrids muddy the line 
 
Just say the word. 
 
ABC News | CBS News | CNN | Fox News | MS NOW | NBC News 
 

CLOSING OPINION: ChatGPT technology 
portrays a mainstream media that has broad 
latitude to snoop, probe, investigate, lie, cheat, 
steal, deceive, manipulate, discriminate, stage 
events, fearmonger, hide its informational 
sources, and bribe the American public to 
support its hidden agendas, narratives, and 
news stories. 
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