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Letters to the Editor

With special thanks to all of the MUFON Group:: February 26, 1986

Just a note to thank all of you for your very hard and time consuming
work that you have done for Vickie, Colby (Landrum) and myself. Without
each of you, I really don't know what we would have done,

Please accept my apologies for such people that you have to listen
to such as Steuart Campbell., People like that are to be pitied. He said
he even doubted our credibility =~ well I doubt his mentality. A4ll I can
say is that it is such a shame it was us. It should have been him and
then we would see if he would have said it was a star. Just one day of
what we have suffered would have been to much for him -- not even speaking
of the years.

May God bless each and everyone of you for your great work.

(signed) Betty Cash
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TECHNICAL REVIEW OF RADIATION EVIDENCE
IN CASH-LANDRUM CASE

The physical injuries sustained in
the UFO encounter known as the
Cash-Landrum Event (No. 158, April
1981) appears highly symptomatic of
acute radiation sickness. Dependent
upon the level of the exposure, any or
all of the following symptoms would
ocecur:

1. Blood changes (reduced white
blood count and anima); Nausea and
vomiting; 3. Diarrhea; 4. General
fatigue; 5. Loss of body hair; 6. Bloody
diarrhea and/or vomiting, 7.
Convulsions and death.

Secondary effects are 1. Chills; 2.

Local hemorrhaging; 3. Secondary
infections; 4. Increased risk of all forms
-of cancer.

The level at which each of the
above symptoms will occur in any given
individual will vary based on personal
resistance and health at the time of
exposure. The general range list in
Table 1 is based on observed data
gathered by the Departrent of Defense
(DOD).

Vehicle E-M, Continued

California, 1976} p. 56 & pp. 57-58.

9. UFO Interference With Automobile Electrical
Systems, Part 1, Headlights, J. McCampbell
{CUFQS, Chicago, 1976} p. 164.

10. Further Evidence of UFC Radiation, J.
McCampbell (MUFON UFQ Symposium
Proceeding, Sequin, Texas 1977) pp. 25-32.

11. The UFO Enigma, D.H. Menzel & E.H. Taves
{Doubleday, New York, 1977} pp. 103 & 107.
12, Vehicle Interference Report, Compiled by G.
Falla (BUFORA, London, 1979).

13. UFOs-A British Viewpoint, J. Randles & P.
Warrington, (Robert Hale, London, 1979) p. 118
119 & p. 127.

14. The Encyclopedia of UFQs, R.D. Story, Ed.
(New English Library, London, 1980}, p. 111
15. UFQ Reports Involving Vehicle Interference,
M. Rodeghier, (CUFOS, Chicago, 1981} p. ix, &
pp. 132-133.

16. Size, Distonce, and Duration Parameters of
the fgnifion Interference Effect, D.A. Johnson
{Abstracts of papers to be presented to CUFQS
Conference, 1981).

17. Searching for Patterns in EM UFQ sightings,
P. McMahon {unpublished, 1982).

By Paul Stowe
{MUFON Research Specialist in
Nuclear Technoloay)

Table 1. Range of radiation exposure vs. symptoms {DOD data).

Blood changes and at the upper limit, posstble radiation sickness (i.e.,

Onset of radiation sickness with increasing severity, upper ranges,

Radiation sickness with accompanying first instances of death occurring

Range considered as LD-50/30 indicating expected 50% of the exposed ~

population will die of physiclogical darnage and complication within 30 days

Range considered as LD-100/30, 100% of the exposed population will die

0-50 rem: No observable effect
50100 rem:

nausea, diarrhea, and vomiting}, mild
100-200 rem:

puossible loss of body hair
200-300 rem:

within 30 days
300-450 rem:
600-900 rem:

within 30 days
5000 rem:

death

Neurclogical damage causing immediate incapacitation, convulsions, and

In the Cash-Landrum case, the
observers exhibited radiation sickness
of varying severity as well as alocal skin
bum. The skin burn gives a further clue
to the energy of the emitted radiation.
For a surface burn to be observed ona
person at the distance of 175 feet, the
radiation might have been in the
spectra of ultraviolet to the soft x-ray
region. In this region, the principal
radiation interaction is the
photoelectric effect which produced
the observed bum as well as the
sensation of heat.

From the physiological injuries and
observed skin burn, it is apparent that a
delivered exposure of between 200-300
rem occurred in the observation period
of not greater than ten minutes. From
this data, the power of the emission can
be calculated. For the calculation, it
was assurned that the distance from the
object was 175 feet and the exposure
rate was 1200 rem/hr for a ten-minute
period. To further simplify the
calculation, it is further assumed thata
monoenergetic gamma/X-ray of 50 kev
was emitted from an isotropic point
source. Working backward to the

source of the total gamma/X-ray
emission, total power could be
obtained. The total gamma/X-ray
power appears to be around 50 kw.

The amount of power emitted in
this fashion can gve insight to the
possible source of power employed.
Several man-made devices will emit
radiation in this range and power.
These are 1. an unshielded atomic pile;
2. particle accelerators; 3. X-ray
devices. .

It is possible that the device
observed was a military test platform. if
this was the case, several types of
devices could cause the observed
effects such as a nuclear reactor or a
large scale magnetohydrodynamic
propulsion device. In either case, these
devices would require massive
shielding (i.e., weight) to make it a
manned -platform and would therefore
most likely dictate that such a test
vehicle be remotely piloted for early
development. This would require that
the pilot be in visual contact with the
device, yet maintain sufficient distance
to avoid excessive radiation exposure.

{continued on next page)



Vehicle E-M, Continued

parapsychological effects and suagest
that perhaps the witnesses create the
effects themselves. Quite a different
approach to the early days of metallic
discs beaming vehicles to a halt.

In an entry in the 1980
Encyclopedia of UFQOs," Stanton T.
Friedman, under the heading
“Electromagnetic Effects of UFOs,” in
summing up why all UFOs do not
manifest EM effects suggests several
possible factors:

*Effects may depend on distance.

*Occupants of UFOs might be
testing devices capable of affecting
vehicles,

*One might need a certain type of
object in a certain proximity to a
certain type of UFQO.

He also stated a need for greater
data collection and attempts at
duplication of effects in laboratories.

1981 saw the publication of a joint
catalogue and analysis by Mark
Rodeghier which to date has been the
best overall contribution to the subject
under study. In his introductory
remarks he stated, as have s0 many
before him:

However, 1 soon discovered that the data
that has (sic) been collected about the
vehicles involved has (sic) been, to put it
charitably, somewhat skimpy for all but a
few well docurmented cases.!®

Rodeghier presented a catalogue
of 441 events which involved land
vehicles, together with sources, before
proceeding to loock at the data.
Thorough analyses of a variety of
parameters; date, time, duration, size,
witnesses, etc., are given. Finally he
looked at patterns analysis. Thirty five
spearate statistically significant
correlations were found, with clusters
of interesting factors (e.g. the presence
of a light beam, control of a vehicle, a
physiological effect, or the chasing of a
vehicle).

[n summarizing his thoughts about
the clusters, he commented:

(1) It is unlikely that a natural phenomena
{sic) would suddenly begin occurring with
some frequency after 1953, when many
vehicles had been on the road for dozens of

vears before that date.

{2) A natural phenomena would probably
not occur preferentially in unpopulated
areas.

{3) There is no ready explanation for the
avoidance of the daylight hours by EM
events...

(4) No relationship was demonstrated
between severity of EM effects and distance
to the UFQ, unexpected for a natural
phenomena. '

{5) The presence of humanoids in several
events is an obvious difficulty.

{6) While a spinning plasma might appear
metallic to an individual under certain
lighting conditions, it is unlikely that so
many witnesses have been unable io
determine the true appearance of the
phenamenon....These considerations, in
conjunction with the existence of two
strongly correlated groups of
characteristics, argue powerfully against
the hypothesis that all EM events are due to
unknown natural phenomena.’s

1981 seemed the year for the
commencement of more rigorous
examination of the available data.
Donald A. Johnson presented a paper
to the second CUFOS conference held
in Chicago in September of that year.
He chose 78 cases which provided
details of size, distance, and duration
information and analyzed them. Seven
clusters of information were found.
“The incomplete ignition interference
cases were found predominantly in two
clusters, both representing encounters
with small objects of brief duration. One
cluster in which all encounters resulted
in stalled vehicles identified cases of
high strangeness (occupant and
contact reports).”®

The most recent study to come to
my attention is a currently unpublished
one (1982) conducted by Patricia
McMahon!? of the USA who looked for
patterns in VIE events. She reiterates a
call for better data gathering.

From our review we can see that
there have been a multitude of
explanations put forward to explain VIE
events, A partial listing might read as
follows:

¢ Hoax

¢ Witness panics

¢ Psychological

® Intenal stimuli not yet understood
{parapsychological)

¢ External stimuli — natural

® External stimuli — the UFO
phenomena

However, and most importantly in
my opinion, as pointed out by the
Vallee's (1966), BUFQORA (1979},
Friedman (1980}, Rodeghier (1981), and
McMahon (1982), the vital thing we still
lack is hard data, available to us all.
Only a relatively few cases detail
exactly what the witnesses did to the
vehicle (e.q., did they brake, declutch
etc.), what the exact effects were {e.q.,
did the oil and ignition lights come on
when it stalled), and exactly how did the
event end {e.g., how did the engine
restart),

[t appears to me that although
pioneering efforts have been made to
gather some data, we have insufficient
good hard data to hand to really
evaluate much more than has been
achieved until now.

The remedy is threefold. Firstly, a
call to all investigators to comb their
files for past VIE cases and ensure they
are published. Secondly, for all future
evenis to be carefully investigated,
documented and published in full
Thirdly, there is a crying need for
someone, or a group of people, to start
looking indepth at these cases. They
represent a subgroup of reports from
which we should be able to retrieve a
vast amount of material. If there are any
takers for initiating such a study group,
either within an organization or just as a
loose network of researchers, this
author would be interested in joiningin.

Note: The author may be
contacted at 3 Park Lake Drive, Wynn
Vale, South Auastralia 5127.

REFERENCES
1. Challenge to Science, J & J Vallee (Spearman,
London, 1966} p. 189. .
2. Flying Saucers: The Startling Evidence of the
Inuasion From Quter Space, C. Lorenzen Signet,
New York, 1966) p. 158.
3. What We Really Know About Flying Saucers,
. Binder {Fawcett, Greenwich, Conn., 1967) pp.
72.73. .
4, UFQs—ldentified, P. Klass {(Random House,
New York, 1968) p. 96,

5. UFQs-An Intemational Scientific Problem, J. -

McDonald. {Presented Mar. 12, 1968 at the

Canadian Aeronautics and Space Institute, .

Astronautics Symposium, Montreal} p. 34.

6. Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects,
University of Colorado (Bantam, New York,
1968) p. 98.

7. UFOs the Whole Story, C & J Lorenzen
(Signet, New York, 1969) p. 146 & 164,

8. UFOlogy, J. McCampbell {Celestial Arts,
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Radiation, Continued

s Although a true unknown cannot

N " be discounted, it is my opinion that this

1 case is due to a military device not
responding to flight control signals and
the principals in this case observed the
device during the subsequent recovery
operation,

Comments on Stowe Analysis
{Mr. Stowe’s analysis was reviewed by
Dr. Peter Rank, Madison, Wisc.,
MUFON consultant in Radiology.
Excerpts from his review follow.—Ed.)

Mr. Stowe is to be congratulated
for the depth of his knowledge and the
thoroughness of his analysis. Many of
the general principles he has
enumerated were used by me in
evaluating the Cash/Landrum case,
only with less precision.

I would agree totally with Mr.
Stowe's analysis on pages 1 and 2. (The
portion published here; the balance
consisted of physics and mathemnatical
calculations.—Ed.) Mr. Stowe has
made certain assumptions which may

or may not be warranted. The first
assumption is that the principals in this
case suffered total body radiation. This
is by no means clear.

I do not believe that a general
dosage level can be assigned to the
Cash/Landrum case. My reasoning is
based upon the observation, to the best
of my knowledge, that although both
women had symptoms of radiation
sickness, there were no well
documented changes in the blood and
the diarrhea reported was not bloody in
nature.

My analysis assumed that ionizing
radiation, exact wavelength
undetermined, was responsible for
most of the symptoms. We also know
that the women had exposure to light as
well as to infrared waves. As Mr. Stowe
points out, some of the erythema of the
skin can be attributed to uliraviolet, and
some certainly can be attributed to

~ shorter wavelengths with higher energy

and of an ionizing nature. The extent to
which microwave radiation was
involved is not clear, and | was unable to
come to a position with regard to it.

The data Mr. Stowe quotes from
the Department of Defense are based
primarily on the results of total body
radiation at Hiroshima, as well as the
pioneering research of Dr. Warren
Shields, pathologist, who was one of the
first investigators into the effects of
radiation following World War 1II. [t
must be emphasized that our
experience with human total body
radiation is limited to these wartime
episodes, plus a very few radiation
accidents at nuclear installations since
then.

[ have no opinion as to the source
of the radiation in the Cash/Landrum
case, either military or unidentified, but
must certainly agree that any of the
three possibilities outlined by Mr.
Stowe could be likely. Nevertheless, it .
must be emphasized that the source of
this radiation probably was an
instrument that emitted a wide variety
of electromagnetic waves. [t is
therefore misleading to assume that
monoenergetic rays of any kind are the
principal determinant of the patient’s
symptoms.

9



Open Letter, Contihued

This apology is for the distortion of
the sequence of events at the beginning
of the sightings (i.e., just after the plane
passed Cape Campbell, or about 12:10
a1mn., Dec. 31, 1978). As a resuit of your
version of the sequence of events,
millions of NOVA viewers now have the
impression that (the) pilot called the air
traffic controller and asked if there were
any blips on his screen because there
was a news crew on board the plane.
Your distorted version of the sequence
“just happens” to lend some support to
the conclusion you drew, namely that
both the pilot and the controller knew
at the time that the blips were only a
result of weather conditions, yet they
did not inform the news crew, but
instead allowed the news crew to
believe the radar was picking up
unknown targets...."UFQOs.” In other
words, your faulty recitation of the
event sequence was used by vou to
imply that the pilot and controller joned
in a de facto hoax by not telling the

10

news crew of the “true” nature of the
radar targets......

Apparently in the recitation of
pseudo-history of the flight you are
trying to set a “tone” for your
comments to follow {about how the
pilot didn’t think the targets were “real”
craft since he didn't try to vector the
plane away from them)... What is not
acceptable is your statement that the
controller reported no blips (radar
targets--Ed.} until the pilot (a) said there
was a TV crew on board and then, (b)
asked if there were any “interesting
blips.”

The uninformed listener would
assume that you were reciting the
actual series of events in a very even-
voiced, accurate manner. And yet the
Wellington Air Traffic Control tape

proves that this was not the actual

sequence of events, (Moreover, | know
that you have a copy of the Wellington
transcript and have read it, very likely
more than once.)....(At this point, Dr.
Maccabee recounts the actual
sequence of events and the air-ground

communications from the Wellington
tape and analyzes them extensively in
comparison to Klass's version.—Ed.)
To summarize, Phil, 1 think you
should apologize for giving the
impression that the captain waited until
he told the controller about the TV
crew before asking about the presence
of radar blips, when in fact the captain
did not mention the TV crew until 7
minutes after the initial contact with
Wellington. Furthermore, you should
apologize for giving the impression that
the Wellington controller only reported
blips because he had been told there
was a TV crew aboard and only
because the captain asked. Instead, it
can be shown that the controller, after
the initial contact, reported several
radar targets without being prompted
by the captain, and before he
(controller) was told about the TV
crew....
Cordially,
Bruce Maccabee
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O.dai’*om@ man Ist to die of rawamﬁ

TULSA, Okla. +AP1 — An unemploved
indusirial raciocrapher has tecome the
first American 1o cie of radiation polsorne
ing since the eariy cavs of A-bomb experi-
meniation. federal oificials say.

Douglas Crefut. 33, of Henryetta, died
at @ Tulsa hospital Mendav. six months
after he firel sought medical care for
radiation burns on his chest and left arm.

Officials said the radiation destroved
his bone marrow, burned off his left nip-

ple and ate deep into his body like a
cancer.

“I've never seen anvthing like it in my
life.” said Crofut's lawver. Rickard Gib-
bon. "It would make you sick at your

stomach.”

The source ¢f the exposure remains
unger investigation,
The Nuciear Regulatory Compission

. had investigated the theft about Dec. 39 of

an irdusteial radicgraphic devicrfronia

locl\ed pipeline lntpocnur' cormpany truck
parked one-half miie {romn Crofat's home.
After Crofut first was rospitalized on
Jan. 22, the capsule of fricium 182 turned
up on the psreh of anolher radiogranher’s
bome in Henrvetta, The iridium. de-
scribed by eofflcials as ~jethal.” was in its

* protective lead container.

The capsule was described a5 slightly
targer in diameter vhan a pencil and 'z
inch to 1 inch long. Such devices are used

"7

e

| wt s 5,4// o dy
L L femc o/t:nf

. pcjggﬁfﬁg S:l:ﬂse ;

‘radiation between Dec. 15 and Jan. 10.

by radiographers emploved by oil compa-
_ nies to detect prodlems in pipeiine welds.

Crofut dcried knowledge of the thefl,

and the NRC closed its investigation of

the theit and Crofut’s injury withouol-

ér_a-vi.—.-g' conslusniong, said Civde Wisner,
the agenev's pubie, allaws oincer in Ar-
lington. Tevas.

The NRC repont ¢r. the theR indicated
Crofut’s injuries were consisient with
those that wouid be caused by exposure 1o

He had last worked wiih sources of
radiation in October 1980 when he was

emploved by a Houston pipeling inspec-

tien firm near Lovinglon. K. Gibbon
sard Wednesday,

Karl Sevirit.
gional office, sald exnosure of the magni-
tude suffered by Crciul is “extremely
rare.”

cirectar of tie NBC re- ’

’:‘3”/ A Lwﬂ"b s"““of'g B

“I'm not aware of any death that is -

directly attributable to a radlog'raphy
source,” Seyfrit said.

He said there were a “couple of in-
stances” of death (rom radiation expo--

sure “back in the early days of develop- .

ment of the A-bomb. ™
NRC tesis indieated Crefut was exposed
either to 338 rads of Iridium 132 or 433
rads of Cobalt 60 gamma radiation. =
An aulopsv was scheduled.

T ke W Lo
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Vehicle Internal Systems Investigative Team

Report of Action taken

3/23/81
Trip to Humble/bayton/leerty

Letters alerting the authorities to the potential dangers

caused by the encounter of 12/29/80 were distributed to

the Harris County Constable's office - Chief Tiller, Dr.

Phalin - Humble Hospital, Libqﬁfty County Sherriff - Bob Echos,
Liverty police chief, Humble police detective, Liberty hbspital.
Dayton Police Chief, Dayton Hospital. All Law enforcement officers
were interviewed in person except the Dayton Chief who was off
that day. No doctors were interviewed.

Maps of the area were obtained which contain the affected areas.

£.0. Box 877 * Friendswood. Texas + 77546



TELECON/GG&PER&@&E-FFW REPORT - TTTTL - 'l
(CROSS OUT NON=APPLICABLE TITLE) PAGE { oF ¥

v Yy, s Pt s | —

'\_V_/_@_AL"L..

'Vehicle interna! Systems Investit_:iative Team

SUBECT /PURPOSE a" Can b o /?30 0/4‘0 ﬂe' ,a"./_ ' ] ::::i OF TELECON TR/

-

Jotm /mmﬁc.// s ,é',r.? 5‘4.16:,-4,

DISCUSSION/COMMENTS (INFO.08TAINED, CONCLUSIONS) .

R /’/f et Adeard o /ffzuerf / 0’/49 re/w?‘.r

on o vedie,

|2 shle co/led o sce Z heve ;}LA;, twet/d

. éf' a)f/nkiﬁf’(
3. {;16 (oS /é?'dt//n 4{‘?“}74 /X 7(/V éé,él

-__[arf so . Th /%_‘_‘Lé-. 54e aérem/e.a( Lj_
4)( dé;_e.c..?[ COrm :ﬂj cf/ev-./n o-r &~ ¢=:? g
'Z /7( /’)&/f&t/ 7ﬁ

c,/_r_m/ﬂ/d’ “f él-n 2 @‘ﬁ |

“}i'°"4“ff‘”"’°/}/ [,4.,4 it ol Lo )fuom_/,{ 74 see

/7

-PR'PA‘RED av /\/j DATE & ~
Yoy A 3/23/p

77¢

P.O.‘ Box 877 - Friendswood, Texas - 77546



TELECON / e -
(CROSS OUT NON-APPLICABLE TITLE) PAGE oF

T [y, v P |

WSy HE

Vehicle Internal Systems Investigative Team

: 'suammﬁu::qmsa 35 “//2/}909@‘),” | C/bé_ : : z‘;,; oF TELECAON TRT
| | L : _ 3 /20 A’/
a/fﬁ’"'} M‘pouc/c/ = //ZJ cj. g;[u(.f-fé"

Dlscussm'r«l/comern'rs {IRFO.OBTAINED, CONCLUSIONS)

Ry /‘%’A’o /{/&v" ﬁk&rt—f Cﬁrr;!g’ ”~< ﬂég )4:- N,/n:ff(f}é Come

_{f{ -/er.-.; 4!47;,/ %7.2&4_@»,_/(//6;6 Vo-{
2. Lo tietn f'é'(‘? Lo o 29 Lo [$Fo g.[zg.-?, lu S g{éq' &r./i
cmraf ‘va.r.ém Im & SCier gmﬁm 22 /aroe : oé;e;?" c:;

_S‘ Doy 7 ﬂcv'/o:f f& orgg. zé oY X« é g‘f ). gﬁé ™ qu -

_ﬁ;b__éﬂfg /7[ Cl'ﬁ - X7F Al D( A LS ey J/E’a:[

#ﬁ_.f_@i&b_?’ Lfote A%Jcéu
| Aads. /¥ wras obont H affhde of huio £

A'ec,n‘ o H fostle tf el é.zé- (< ;_oa LE o /L ﬁ:a&)

}Evo'7_ /v‘@J‘ 47‘ 303 f'./// S* / Qg7_ﬁn

#eéiL[w (203) 25f -595s¢

ACTION REQUIRED

Vs % % %‘cya-.z /O/ .
ffe. Awt.f Lo P &g /fr [buj-e Az"(_r.-.- 74- S‘Qé J'(-n..._

"Aéa Hyari: -7_¢a_ﬂ!n}£' 74'#:5 r;-:__é_f 4!5‘-1/ *’4C{L

PREPARED 3Y MQM BATE 3/;/:9;7

P.O. Box 877 - Friendswood. Texas « 77546



- TR NTEEEY T SELECON

R I A e P S o R P L - - .

{CROSS OUT NON-APPLICABLE TITLE}

A1 ~>CJ—1

L
WSy e
Vehicle Internal Systems Investigative Team

D R E -~

I ; e e ~ ot
R L = =

DATE OF TELECON AR/

sus.scr/runposr-: (ﬁfé///ﬂﬁ/ﬂ/gy/’a 04{4"' -_ ' _ o rcom-'.
| 3r2/F7

J Sc,fwrasf/er m//j/ /5;% c;,4

| DISCUSSION/COMMENTS (INFO.OBTAINED, coucu.ussoum .
Tl ey

ST .:-,.\p e SICREIE e et

- D g ey -;

!ﬁ.‘

/ 5&7‘/:.., ¢ »of Vi rwma ..5 e 5/// ém-

-Gy—( /f’:{é&. 7éﬂn_dne( m__g/hﬁff A&ﬂJ(JG‘tI

|t becl) zim.ilev A e Ay

dnd 220 fhdra74 Aér Ag_/r )7 s #Qgﬁg?‘f 4«¢
| /{%_é, 4 er"' é,,/c//q o)‘f JAE |
‘ QLH g’-%

ﬁﬂﬁ/ﬂ.ﬂ//-
2. .54( 445 S?an‘!c[ 7% M/ m&/ﬂﬁi{ 4«»;

ol st omit T Aok

5. She slpnfitred w@u; A

‘ Same g(‘/_éa ﬁ é:::,; A,Q. . % QQ@Q % =L
WARPIVA Qa"ﬁﬁ,:: wlrf a g Ctr0ns K ﬁ m |
-‘ . féﬁ%#ﬁgém "'"',Séc. égé,

7*{;; Ner( VI Ao én\ 25 Cé;noozé.r —-75w~, /bl[gr:,

- ;‘a,/;{
ot Ler 5&@@/

éfﬁc.o/)ér .-s

ad y/ﬁoﬂ'_ ,7(:/(
% culrs

pR=PARED SY _C\l/—-\ . " DATE
/A " s/5/
e =

P.O. Box 877 - Friendswood. Texas - 77546



B T WV

T e el el

. TELECON /CONSRHENSE AR RERORT. . - '
U _ (CROSS OUT NON-APPLICABLE TITLE) PAGE f OF [

| v N A sy Pl ""ff“‘""‘i

ISR

Vehicie internal Systerns Investigative Team

- g - ‘ . DATE OF TELECON fR/
SUBJECT /PURPOSE (¢$ A/[gh S (,/.{?fc.’ o e
- 5/‘1:5’/5»"/

J/?/"a: /é/,a/r{ //.:.f J-gqa{wfff/g’

DISCUSSION/COMMEHTS 'fINrO DBTAINED, CONCLUS!ONS]

S A ) /\f-{;m// | V/&W L3 3 f’ra';y/.—.( o jﬁﬁ,ﬂ;' v re, /‘-(/-f’

Alf’ /('r.w/}' 1'7( /J. ﬁ'mf ‘7('-\.9 7[ & &Fay ?4/7‘7/// f-»w'
I’(ﬁ&!/&!m/n[ / /fﬁ/ J/é”*ﬂ/ﬁ’/rf;//’l /,(,,.-/

7
}‘K’/;ﬂ‘/ /74) /9/@' W““"ﬂ’(«' 4//?/7— .-374:;-1' u.r_«-./;r
“heony 7{/‘// (/m’min/ // /t‘-“" /D_!,q -

ﬂ/ﬁt/ﬂ‘e‘?% bets s 7 74;— Aug,//éfu.- _/d"? C&o,&’#’mg ;“fom Lise 7“‘/
// 7% 07’4/- vl |
23] ze dﬁf&wf/ﬂaf ‘y‘/ ’;:,-..,.,,'/;,,zﬁ? -j/:)' v IJ.;/;.&'/{—;
%(4/ /é/ Vot W _te\-_ c.‘.'-f*_‘)d'ﬁ/ﬂ_ é'*é’ r?é“/‘;:_p‘/{ = S"‘”-,c-‘
st e fonre comedizn/ ecarde an S

’
____454:5«8 -74'-"' @W/’?"f.fﬁﬁ ;-1//7” ‘?"‘f‘e. (_;;'-r( ;fgra,,c-/;

3 /% 0?[‘1/.'-/4/ %ﬂ "'C&WM.-"-'.- r)‘/’ /744 (—Jtcoﬂm&? /45’[0!"‘

* _______aé 7- WP g,__/ éal'_pf_m {?}’?}T‘) 24: ﬁ'ﬂd p-rv‘-‘*‘-ﬁ-)a:///;;ff

/
M[ ;?/,,M f*f*)é' //J‘i adat” fwuf f _/’}"'-t_(rn-(f

ACTION REQUIRED -

J0HN ¢ %M MUFIV a4 %@%M/\/

: [PREPARED BY DAYE P

_'N\
*. SR Ca/!//
' ’ P.O. Box 877 * Friecndswood, Texas 7546 .




TELECON JOOMEEREMCEAFRIP-REIORT & =i~
'(CROSS QUT NON-APPLICABLE TITLE) - PAGE / oF /

Lj'r A ~ N\ ]

WESY Uy

Vehicle Intemal Systems Investigative Team

SUBECT /PURPOSE A DATE OF TELECON TR7
CASH JEAORYm - CASE B
| | 3/e/ar

[/ch‘tc [ﬂthnq—.'fq//G/ '-/ gc[«.(e.f;é

) DISCUSSION/COMMENTS {INFO.OBTAINED, CONCLUSIONS)

b s Z‘*ﬂ/"wm égz F S é;z/%géue H‘rané.,rr
/L s (?/3) 258~ 2 /00. She _5#._2( L i ok

relegce Ff bt

2. -%Ae /r Aﬁ Ds. / £ ‘,w//é« ComSer ;4? '
- o ) 7‘4 Caw €, %Sé E,H// ‘4"0# 76 4:-:-.-&;.:1&( |
—Sle i concrenrd Gloc) Colbyld 7474,,e -

b /7. Lmsl Le..
JF 4y Pers. é(:%é; 74 baue 5&(_.,

o /. Ho /O wpa-r 7¢ ome . /7(__Cdu/c/n~arm¢(

: ag;ﬁﬁ;ﬂ"gﬁ/gom_ e g_Jﬂﬂ gk, égé pry 4 g;a/{ ,49
- 7

7{41 /Qééger rllo J
e AR, £ soef ot Freadod st

/

2. Vcég g_:_/e_,,ﬁé.( é 4é;=3¢£ iy 4;7

ACTION REQUIRED

ﬂ/:m.l'

PREPA:RL'Q E ﬁ - m Z | DATE ' -
2/ A Y.
7 | 77

P.O. Box 877 * Friendswood, Texas - 77546

:;



D vamn I aneyy s Vet N saes | summey |

SISy

Vehicle Internal Systems Invesligative Team

Minutes of Meetlng
3/15/81 -
Cash/Iandrum/Iandrum

_Attendees;

Vickie Landrum

Colby Landrum

Don Tucker o : -

Dave Kissinger T ' .

Location;
506 W. Clayton
Dayton, Tx 7?7535
713 -258-2100
‘ Summary ;

Purpose for this trip was to obtain a schetch of the UF0. Additioral
case information was obtained. Two police stations were visiied
with no success. One detective was contacted who has an intersst

in UFCs with whom VISIT can communicate with further.

The tape recorder that was taken failed therefore the traditicnzl
record of this case was not obtained.

Vicrie Lendrum gave the discription of the craft to Don Tuckzr,
VIST's artist. fTne scetich was agreed to by 7 year old Colby as.
:belng ihe diamond that he saw.

The following infornation was collected during the coarse of tne
conversation with Vickie,
No glasses were worn on the night of the encounter.
Vision eppears to be getting worse.
Craft was about 200 ft away (estimzted by comparison)
Heater was on low tefore incident. fad to turn airconditioning
on after encounier.
Colby lost total control over urinary and bowl movememnts for
3-2 weeks., iould wet nants rlayving,
English was given to Vickie by the iashington contact.
Neither Vickie nor Colby had problems breathing or had chest pains
after the encounter,(t£lliminated jeimtzow's suggestion)
Colby had slight soer throat.
It toke ward 3 czys to get Wasnington number to Vickie.
Stoppec car ail 21C0 and counted the heliocopters. Colby has
been sieeging Ly nimseli for 2 weexs.
Deputy Sheriff saw one in 78 in the same area.(Reporter photographer
reported.
Car was checked{zfter washing) one week after by son at shop.
I asked Vickie to ottazin the list ol tests and equipment used.
Colby had asma, therefore respiration was cheCfea carfully.
White light on the heiiocopters.
Helccopters were close enoungh 1o know that tney were flyih
overhead. P.O. Box 877 - Friendswood, Texas * 77546
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W SHEET 1 OF 2
J-'WUFOM}
: UFD  SIGHTING QUESTIONNAIRE - GENERAL CASES (FORM 1)

1
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM (Print) AND RETURN TO INVESTIG&T;JR {For MUFON Use)
T
‘ = NAME QOF INVESTIGATOR: '
N . " John F. Schuessler
8 STREET ADDRESS: P.0. Box 58485 PHONE: A/C 22 B fﬁa&ﬁf
Houston, TX 77058 -
TOMN/CITY: N P CODE: COUNTRY :
=N
NE
W \S E
:s & DRAW A STMPLE SKETCH OF THE O3JECT. {Label any lights, colors, protrusions)
g ag 5
: ¢
z ~ Glow C
E - Cﬁﬁﬁ
o ‘_J M@y/ / (B G T
g %
il @8 : @?} AR
& SEi o (2, \\\\ (:_, v Hs
-
\N\&ae
/N /N\eiae
a1
: N
Q‘ E \/
w .
N
[ 1 -
N & _ Viery's DESC Cochys Pésc
{0On a separate sheet, please sketch a simple map of the area showing your position and the objecc's posicion,
Include an arrow denoting the direecion of Horch, Indicate direction cthat the object was moving.)
- PERSONAL ACCOUNT
b4
R = PLEASE DESCRIBE THE INCIDENT AS IT HAPPENED. BE SURE THAT YOUR NARRATIVE INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING:
% g 1. WHERE WERE Y(UU AND WHAT WERE YOU DOING AT THE TIME?
= 2. WHAT MADE YOU FIRST NOTICE THE OBJECT?
-, -
E‘ — = 3. WHAT DID YOU THINK THE OBJECT WAS WHEN YOU FIRST NOTICED IT?
= E - %, DESCRIBE YOUR REACTIONS AND ACTIONS, DURING AND AFTER SIGHTIMG THE OBJECT.
2 “ 5. DESCRIBE THE OBJECT AND ITS ACTIONS,
Ef v 2 6. HOW DID YOU LOSE SIGHT OF THE OBJECT?
wl E g -
" — /“’
z Sec A7ZAKHD il TE -
2
=
]
2
N
2 b=
=
Lo
g g =
w ul|=
=
&) Q2
10
=
&
Oz
N
{Continue narrative on reverse side)




" e ’ -PAGE 2 OF 2
UFQ  SIGHT!ING QUESTIONNAIRE - GEMERAL CASES [FORM 1
MUFOR ( }
[72)
@ . ENVIRONMENTAL SITUATION {Check/Fill In As Applicable)
=
%" \g - VIEWED FROM: OUTDOORS (of” INDOORS( ) CAR(*?5 AIRCRAFT( ) BOAT( ) OTHER
Q "
- §3 { GLASSES( ) wmnouu/)’ SCREEN( ) BINOCULARS( ) TELESCOPE({ ) STILL CAMERA( )
& = 3 VIEWED THROUGH: (
I E 1 ﬁ < ( MOVIE CAMERA( ) THEODOLITE( ) RADAR( ) OTHER Aico [ alew vt
« a = L
P ow g & AREA/LOCATION: CITY( )} SUBURBAN( ) RURAL( ™~ INDUSTRIAL({ ) COMMERCIAL{ ) RESIDENTLAL{ )
% 8 & 2 8
E g g E :‘ AREA!TER'R.AIN: FIELDS{ ) UOODS("{ HILLS{ Y MOUNWTAINS{ ) RIVER( .) POND{ ) LAKE( )
f =2 = 2 9
e = =z B B AR L: LINES R STATION RATLROAD TRACKS HER
8 EA/TECHNICAL: AIRPORT{ )} Pmemm ¢ )} POWER STATION( ) I TRACKS( )} OT
- w LOVL l{ C¢ uor
= SEY CONDLITION: CLEAR{ 2,‘ hRTL'( CLOUDY({ ) OVERCAST( FOGGY HEAVY{ ) MEDIUM{ ) LIGHT{
} E p PRECIPITATION: NOME(*"")} RAIN( } FOG(, ) su:s'r( SHOW( } HEAVY( ) MEDIUM( )} LIGHF( )
- * —
s UFO DIRECTION: FIRST SEEN In 39 + d""’u‘ﬁr SEEN IN _$ e/ IT MOVED FROM AZ( To S &
%]
. A
% = { FIRST SEEN = 1/4{ ) 1/2( )} 3/4( ) OF THE WAY UP HORIZOW; OVERHEAD{ ) OTMER
3 - “- UFQ ELEVATION:
{ LAST SEEN =~ Y/4¢ ) 1/2( Y 3/4( ) OF THE WAY UP HORIZON; OVERHEAD{ ) OTHER
g . o we
Moo E UFO DISTANCE: WHEN CLOSEST To ME_ ) 3@ 1“'5' UFO ALTITUDE: WHEN CLOSEST 70 THE GROUND&, /O0D¥ ¥
[+ B
-2 = { IN-FRONT-OF WHICH WAS *IN DISTANCE FROM THE WITNESS
UFO_PASSED: {
¥R ( BEHIND WHICH WAS IN DISTANCE FROM THE WITSESS
. -
o = st
g l z b4 ALSO IN AREA: AIRPLANE( ) HELICOPTER(» BALLOON( ) SEARCHLIGHT( ) OTHER &3 #&/€2/¢s A iS
- o
# o E & BEFORE WITNESS SIGHTED UFO( ) DURING UFQO SIGHTING{ ‘(aFTER UFO SIGHTING( )
l s B
W R =
5
' & :’ prd OBJECT DESCRIPTION (Check/Fill In As Applicable)
= =1 [
- [=] =
b= g = { AN OBJECT {( )  NUMBER OF SHAPE OF COLOR(s)
.. ] B OBSERVED: ( -
g = - { A LIGHT { W NUMBER OF { SHAPE OF Q COLOR{ s Y2 ¢
SHE8ZE — Hov e
S ¥4 g9 9 2 8 DESCRIBE: SQUND s SMELL, el SPEED
2 8 8 28 3 LSo 3 AFCLICQPTY
[=] 7] D Y
& & & 5 = = ( LARGER ¢ ) = SMALLEX ¢ %) * SaME SIZE ( )  AS THE QBJECT LISTED BELQW
REAL SIZE: { -
o { BASKETBALL ( COMPACT CAR ( )  STANDARD CAR { ) HOUSE ( )  OTHER
29 N ) { HOW MANY TIMES acza ( OR SMALLER { IF PUT IN THE SKY BESIDE OBJECT BELOM?
t A APPARENT SIZE: (
2 -~ < < A; &6 T s THE &7 ;or A sma TIMES.THE SIZE OF A FULL MOOY
: "S BRIGHT AS: A STAR ( THE MDON ( )} OR A LICHT IF PLACED AT SAME DISTAXCE AWAY
~
o DID THE OBJECT(s) OR LIGHT{s): (Please elaborate on items checked below by using a scparate sheet)
=
§ 2 2 & CHANGE DIRECTION? ("3  HOVER? (™% AFFECT RADIO/TV?  ( )  FLUTTER? )
&)
E TURN ABRUPTLY? { ) DESCEND? (4 AFFECT ELECTRICITYT ( ) SPIN? ( )
f=)
o
3 ;- FALL LIKE A LEAF? { )  ASCEND? (=7~ AFFECT MAGNETISM? ( )}  BLINK? '
\«-j ABSORB OBJECT(s)? ¢ )  OVER POWERLINES? ( )}  AFFECT TIMEPIECE? ( )  PULSATE? ¢« )
2 EJECT OBJECT(sz)? ( } OVER & BUILDIRG? { ) AFFELT ENGINE? (M’ APPEAR SOLID? {
3 ﬁ‘ x CHANGE SHAPE? ( ) LAND ON GROUND? { )  AFFECT VEHICLE? ¢ ) HWAVE FUZZY EDGES? ¢ )
v 13
o~ 3§’\ CAST SHADOW? { ) LAND IN WATER? ( }  AFFECT ANIMAL? { )} HAVE QUTLINE? [
u \2 ) CAST LIGHT? (-'( CARRY QCCUPANTS? ( )  AFFECT HUMAN? ( W WOBBLE? ¢ )
2 . % &
. R4 8 4 REFLECT LIGHT? { ) COMAUNICATE? ( )} AFFECT WATER? ( ) VIBRATE? { )
9w o B 2 g2 B )
g W oz £ & 7 LEAVE A TRATL?  ( )}  GEVE OFF HEAT? (™)  AFFECT GROUND? ¢ ) ocLow ¢
| = = o oF 2
5 B 2 £ 8 & DISINTEGRATE? ( ) LEAVE RESIDUE? { )  AFFECT VEGETATION? ) APPEAR TRANSPARENT? ¢ )

HOW MANY OTHER WITHESSES? ?-"' DID ANY OTHER AGENCY CONTACT YOU?

PLEASE PROVIDE THE NAMES/ADDRESSES/THONE NUMBERS OF OTHER WITNESSES ANDSOR
INVEST LGATGRS OR AGENCIES ON SEPARATE SHEET IF APPLICABLE AND KNOWN,

- ’
adf R’.pm sEfAo= Dﬁf g ﬂ\ 1‘-&1{" [ s
S1GHATURE GV OBSERVER
YOU MAY (o) MAY NOT ( ) USE My n&ME

BATE THLS FORM SIGNED ‘f - 3 -
DAY MONTH  vIAR
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RALFTON UFD SIGHTING QUESTIONRAIRE - COMPUTER INPUT (FORM 2)

INVESTICATOR DATA

FIELD INVESTICATOR'S NAME: Jo L - P Sc L.qe Y [e ” TELEPHONE a?_’_ﬂ_ﬂ@& 'égeﬁ

FIELD INVESTIGATOR'S ADDRESS: P 0. Bok M_ oy )(0 e

STREET ALl HUNBER TOWN OR CLITY
T D 7058 /St v AYz
STATE/PROVINCE/ ZLIT CODE, COUNEY COUNTRY
DATE OF FIELD ISVESTICATOR'S REVOKT: g/ 3 9( AFFTLIATION(If not MUFDN)
YEAR MONTH DAY

SICHTING BATA

DATE OF UFO SIGHTING: ’q eo E 2; G z i [¥ MONTH/DAY NOT RHOWN, CHECK BELOW:

YEAR MUNTH oAy
JAN = VAR ( ) APR-JUN () JUL-SER () OUT-NDEC () (BEST GUESS}
1ST WEEK [ IND WEEK( ) IRD WEER( ) ATH WEEK( ) (BEST GUEZAS)

-

TIME OF LFQ SIGHTING: 24-HOUR CLOCK TIME ZIQO (1F UNKNOWN, CHECK BELOW) DURATION: J(} ﬂ., 20nz: €S 7:
DAY { ) NIGHT (M)} MORNING {( )} AFTERNOON ¢ )} EVENING ( )  DAWN { )

NOON () AKOUT MIDWIGHT { ) BETWEEN MIDNICHT AND DAWN { )

PLACE OF UFQ SIGHTING: néar szu Cghe.n . T; ‘ /L/ﬁ' v l} U:A

|

STREET ADDRESS OR UTHEK [DERTIFIEATION COUNTY COUNTRY
Q [
OTHER IRFORMAT LON: NUMBER OF WITNESSES 3 CODRDIKATES 3(9 U “-ﬁs [ i
T (1f Known) 1IOURS HMINUTES TENTHS  HOURS MINUTES :-%THE
LATITUDE LONGITUDE
L]
e Sical [fof
COMAENTS: (R-TRY.) Y f ol b
[
' PRIMARY WITHESS DATA
PRIMARY WITNESS' NAME: tC L & by c‘ Vil TELEPHORE: ac 213/2S3 . T1$6
PRIMARY WITNESS' ADDRESS: .6-0(9 ' C/(é Q’)‘DH &lw )‘0&-\
STREET AND wUMBERS TN OR CITY

. /54

COUNTRY

X 77535

STATE/PROVINCE/ ZTP

COUNT,

USE OF WITNESS' WAME: MAY (X} MAY NOT ( ) RE USED IK CONNECTION WITH THIS REPORT (Note exceptions Galawd,

MAJOR FEATURES

GENERAL CASE ( ) ELECTR[CAL/MAGRETIC { ) ANIMAL EFFECTS ( ) PRYCHOLOCTCALS PHYSTOLOGLCAL EFFECTS (.";/
LANDIKG { ) PHYSICAL TRACES { ) ARTIFACT ( ) ENTITY CASE ( ) PHOTHOGRAIIIC () RADAR { } OTHER

COMMENTS :




- -
b

MUFON - . UFO SIGHTING QUESTIONNAIRE - COMPUTER INPUT (FORM 2]

INVESTIGCATOR DATA

EIELD INVESTICATOR'S NAME:- - N TeLEPHONE: ACZD D ;983288}1

John F. Schuessler

EIELD INVESTIGATOR'S ADDRESS: P'O‘ BOX 58485 .

Houston, TX 77058 ‘ “TOWN OR CITY
| ) . ' T L]
TEXAS Hove.s 7X
STATE/ PROVIRCE/Z1P CODE COURTY COURTRY
DATE OF FIELD INVESTIGATOR's kerorr: . B3 f F&’D 2%  AFFrLIATION(IE not MIFO)
YEAR MONTH DAY

SIGHTING DATA

DATE OF UFO SIGHTING: ‘ Ii 8‘! !:2!!‘. . 29 IF MONTH/DAY NOT KNOWN, CHECK BELOW:
' . DAY

YEAR HONTH
JAN - MAR () APR-JUN ( ) JUL-SEP ( ) OCT-DEC ( )  (BEST GUESS)
1ST WEEK () 2D WEEK( ) IRD WEEK( ) 4TH WEEX( }  (BEST GUESS)
1IME_OF UFO SIGHTING: 26-HOUR CLOCK TIME_&a ) @€ __(IF UNKNOWN, CHECK BELOW) OURATION: J©O ~1§ 'N?’_CS_E

DAY ( ) KIGHT () _ MORNING { )}  AFTERNOON ( ) EVENING ( } DaWN ( )

ROON { ) ABOUT MIDNIGHT ( ) BETWEEN MIDNIGCHT AND DAWN ( )

PLACE_OF UFQ SIGHTING: neay 4/&[ Caney #ﬂ"ﬂ' !. UJA

STREET ADDHESS OR OTHER IDENTIUCATION COUNT'I" COUNTRY
| ' °/ gs°
OTHER INFORMAT ION: NUMBER OF WITNESSES 3 COORDINATES 30 ~9s )
: - - (1f Kaown) HOURS MINUTES TENTHS HOURS MINUTES TENTHS
LATITUDE . LONGITUDE

COMMENTS : - M‘_g / /‘://;!’7 (;.F-C

PRIMARY WITNESS DATA

PRIMARY WITNESS' NAME: ' TELEPHONE: ACAY, /Z‘P-SEB

PRIMARY WITNESS' ADDRESS: ﬁ‘ ’. /501 '2 7 3
¥ STREET AND MUMBER TOWN OR CITY
| Tx 727635 /Mon (54
STATE/PROVINCE/ZLP COUNSY COUNTRY
USE OF WITNESS' NAME: MAY (X) MAY NOT ( ) BE USED IN CONNECTION WITH TH1S REPORT (Note exceptions below}.

3

MAJOR FEATURES

GENERAL CASE ( ) ELECTRICAL/MAGNETIC ( ) ANIMAL EFFECTS ( ) PSYCHOLOG.ICAL/P!;IYSIOLOGICAL EFFECTS (/
LANDING ( ) PHYSTICAL TRACES { )}  ARTIFACT { ) ENTITY CASE ( ) PHOTOGRAPHIC ( ) RADAR ( )} OTHER

COMMENTS :

Case lead fu///z:/ 57 bt G bbG, AHO F vfoN
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Vehicle Internal Systems Investigative Team Page 1
J. Schuessler Report

.
21 February 1981, 1 pm
Betty Cash called collect from Dayton, TX

She talked briefly about trying to catch me at NASA earlier in
the week, but due to the First Shuttle engine firing I was busy
and out of contact,

Betty has been out of work now since the incident on 29 December
1980. She had been operatimg a truck stop restaurant and
grocery store. She worked the night shift and slept days.

Betty repeated much of the same information as given to me by
Kathy Gordon on 20 Feb. Differences/additions are given herein.

We talked about her hospital stay. She said it has cost her
about$10,000 and she has had to close her business. She is
not able to work and looks too bad to meet people.

She said the blisters swelled up soon after she arrived home
from the incident on 29 Dec. 1280.

In the hospital, the doctors did little for her. She received
pain pills for the headaches. # dermatologist put ointment

on the burn on her face.and §lso treated her scalp.

When the group met the UFQO they stopped the car - it did not
fail on its own. They had the radio on but couldn't tell if
the object interfered with the radio or was noisy above the
sound of the radio. She described the noise as a beep, beep,
beep type of noise. |

P.O. Box B77 « Friendswood, Texas « 77546
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J. Schuessler Report
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She was wearing a leather jacket because it was a chilly night.
However, she was very hot while near the object. To get back

in the car she had to use the leather jacket as a hot pad to keep
from butning her hand on the door handle. The whole car was very
hot.

I requested her to have a friend help examine the auto for any
signs of heating - like melted non-metals or adhesives, or scorch
marks.

She went back just last week to the sighting location but could
not detect anything significant.- Several trees were dead, but
the reason was not obvious.

Her car now runs very rough - the engine misses. It was given
a tune up just 4 months ago.

Vicky'was in pretty good condition before the event. Now she
has lost sight ih one eye and a 1little of her hair is falling
out, but nothing near the hair-loss on Betty.

The grandson hasg been having a rough time. He has nightmares
much of the time. He is deathly afraid of airplanes. For two
or three weeks after the event he was a bed wetter because he
was afraid to get up at night.

I requested an accounting of time for tgsagmtrip. It seems
they stopped to eat at a truck stop at Nucane§ on highway 59.
They left there around 8:15 to 8:30. The location of the truck
stop is at Rte 1485 and H-59. They encountered the object
around 9 pm. They arrived home around 9:50 pm.
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J. Schuessler Report
2/21/81

Betty was quite definite about the helicoptors. Apparently

they were not around it when it was close to her. However when it

went up and -away the helicoptors seemed to rush in from all
directions. She thought they would crash into each other.

She said they could see each helicoptor and she counted 23.

Each had little lights and a big rotor on top and a small one

on the rear. She thought they were military but didn't actually
see military markings. '

Betty's doctor is a cardioclogist named Dr, Shenoy. She will call
him and give her approval for me to talk to her. He has been
treating her as a heart patient. ©She didn't tell him about
the object when she went in for the first time. He just thought
she had a burn of some kind, perhaps chemical. On a later visit
Vicky told him of the cause.

Dr. V. B. Shenoy Cardiology

150 W. Parker Rd.

Houston, TX
691-3649

Louis Berman  Dermatology

508 Hermann Profzssimnal Blvd,
Houston, 1%

792-4838

Betty has never had glasses or cataracts or other eye problem.
Now her eyes are bad - like a film over them.

Betty's mother is visiting from Alabama to care for her. She
may take Betty the: to the University hospital next week.

Betty's telephone is 453-6042
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Friday, 20 February 1981, 5 pm Page 1
J. Schuessler Report

Caller: Kathy Gordon, Conroe Daily Courier, Conroe ¥exas 77301

P.0. Box 609, (713) 756- 6671, X-240

Referred to me by Allen Benz of APRO/
She is a reporter, but also a friend of a UFO victim - Betty Cash

Betty Cash, 52 years old, lives in Dayton, TX (just north of
Houston).

On December'29, 1980 she and a friend Vicky and Vicky's little
7 year old grandson had been driving around trying to find a
bingo game. They left Nucan?’ TX on Highway 59 and casually
drove back towards Dayton.

On a lonely road they encountered a bright glowing object.

It was about one block up. It came down to the rdad and

burped out some flames., It was at treetop level and they

were afraid they couldn't get under it without getting burned.
50, they stopped and shut off the car motor. It was just a short
distance away, about 100 feet.

Betty, the driver got out. The night temperature was about 40°
It was 9 pm or so. Vicky got out with the boy and he became so
frightened that she got back in with him and he hid on the floor.
The fire seemed to hit the treetops. Betlty stayeqﬁutside for

10 or 15 minutes. To her it looked like an ex‘tx“emely intense
glob of 1light. The boy said it was diamond shaped. It rose and
went up and to the right.

The site is some 38 miles from Dayton, TX. As the object left

they followedﬁto FM 2100. It was higher and very brlght They
could see between 20 and 25 helicoptors around. They had blinking
lights and were also lit by the object. The women could not see any
insignia, however. The object and the helicoptors went between

Humble and Houston, TX. The women headed for home.
P.O. Box 877 - Friendswood, Texas « 77546
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Betty said that when she went to get back in the car it was very
hot to the touch as was the air around her.

Betty dropped Vicky and the boy at home and went to her home.
A friend was staying with her.

She sat down in a chair. Her neck hurt and her head felt as
if it would burst. She soon developed nodules on the head and
scalp that burst and flowed clear ligquid.

The next day Betty was too ill to get out of bed. Four days
later she was admitted to a hospital in Houston as a burn victim.

The areas burned were the bare areas, mostly on the right side.
Even today water makes her skin burn. Her eyes are like she
has a film over them. Her eyelid and earlobes swelled and
burst like the.nodules on the scalp did. They too flowed clear
liquid.

She has no appetite.

Betty has been a cardiac patient - had a bypass operation some
time ago.

Ms. Gordon talked with Betty's hair dresser and he said she had
a great head of hair. Too much tc do anything with.

APROs Bill English had assigned the investigation to Dick
Donavon of the Weekly World News when first notified about it.

. Kathy started to ask about and discuss where other incidents

involving helicoptors took place. I mentioned that in Texas
about the only recent helicoptor activity was in conjunction
with cattle mutilations. After a brief discussion the telephone
connection became very bad and we were cut off.
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Cr&x&s’)
From: MUFONHQ@aol.com <MUFONHQ@aol.com>
To: alma2@mail.ru <alma2@mail.ru> ‘
Cc: schuessler@mho.net <schuessler@mho.net> W,@Z 7
Date: Tuesday, May 18, 1999 5:38 PM S :
Subject: Re: Sighting __ T Lavt VOSA QL, {
L Za—

,74[/__:_” béc.; Ao e,

z{f/a. ..Z// /€7L et
/640&/’ ;k?'( A-f- /9 6—;

Marc Walston:
Thank you for your sighting report.

As for whether it is of other than anecdotal interest to us at this date is
problematical. Your message is being copied to other MUFON offices for their &21.d

possible interest. Cor Forlre FO /@

Thank you for your postal mail address. If a report is desired, the forms Q_,/ C Coery
will be sent to you at that address.

MUFON e-mail Staff
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In a message dated 99-05-17 05:04:50 EDT, you write:

<< Subj: Sighting

Date: 99-05-17 05:04:50 EDT

From: alma2@maii.ru (Marc Walston)
To: mufonhg@aol.com

Dear Sirs or Madam,

! have fianlly run across your address on the internet. There is
something that has been bothering me for years and I've never told very many
people.

| am a witness to a UFO event that happened near Dayton, TX around
about 1979 or so. | remember at the time Dr J. Allen Hynek investigating the
event and had all intentions of contacting him somehow, but waited too late
of course.

Also, | was a little afraid at the time because the government, and the
US Air Force were involved, and due to my travelling abroad for most of my
life, especially to the USSR and tater marrying a former Soviet citizen, |
wanted nothing to do with it.

But this has puzzled me and bothered me for years. I'm from Texas
originally and remember that it was actually in the Houston Chronicle at the
time, because the ladies who actually encountered the “thing" on the highway
got radiation poisoning, blamed the USAF, and tried to take them to court
(another reason | wanted nothing to do with it at the time).

| suppose my question is, is it still possible to make a report on

5/18/99



this? |s anyone still interested (1 thought that this would rank up there
with the classiscs)? | would like to finally tell somebody. | remember it
once being featured on the tv show "Unsoved Mysteries".

Thanks,

Marc Walston

my US address:

P.O. Box 914

Hendersonville, TN 37077

Headers >>

5/18/99
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Second of tiwo parts

By CATHY GORTN
Lourrer Statt

Belty Cash's thoughls were pumb and
viue as she accelerated her car on ter
wav hume toward Tayton. Trees were
swaying n the winter wind, ¢ats were
passing —~ yelovervthing seemed tobeata
stundstih.

% greatest roncem G her was @
throbbusi headiche and a sharp, burning
sensabon  that svemed lo  suddeniy
penetrate her entire body. Passenger
vickie Landrum’s only thoughts were of
\he unbearahle pain in her eyes, and of her
hesteri-al  prandson. Criby. whe had
buril s Face i ber lap, tefusng to ook
put 4t Uk meht skies, .

"ash and Landrum shared his fear. but
thes scanned 1he sky nevertheless for
wome wpn of the strange-looking objecl
1w N previously encountered thal night
along = tnely streten of FM 1485 COming
From New Uaney

By aenal investigatoe’s lerms, what the
three had yust cxperienced 2 Tminules
before was a Ulose Encounler. a uro
wehime, wheee objects of very brilliact
lights vomny clese to the observer — in
general, less than 00 feet away:

By the description the three Rave of the
incident, the “blinding” object had
nhovered just abeve the Ireetops. aol hall a
block away [rem them. i

“It's an incredible el unimpeachable
case ol three common people who find
themselves sutdenls raught up in evenls
steunuer than the wildest of science fie-

tton.” said Bill Enghish. an investigator
with the Aerial Phenomenon Research

_ Oruanization s APHOYV I Tuscon.

APRU is said 1o be {he oldest UFO
agency in the world with 3 consulting staft
of 51 medical docturs and scientists

English and othe~ case workers from
APHD have been investigating the
~siphungs” near New Caney in com-
junction with NASA to find out what this
abject was Ihal was sail (o shool Lorch.
like"" fire along the wreetops that Der. 29
might. i

In Lhe course of his investigation.
English =ays. he has localed three people
from Liberly who are collaborating wit-
messes ‘n Ihe fact that there was a

4
- DAILY COURTER, Conres, TX - Peb. 23, 1981 CR: P, Guhtills

" Investigators eye ‘close encounter

. H
Al

“‘genuine sighting” on F 1485 that night,

“| scputed all the newspapers in that
general area and it's secmed tn kave paid
ofl. Enghst sa:d. “Three peopie from
Liberty saw {he same thing that night.
They ve substantiated Betty and Vickie's
story.”

The only difference belween attounts
was Ihat they saw the ubject 39 minules
later and from a greater distance, he said.

~Because of this particuler case, 1'v¢
respened cases nearly 40 years od.”
English said. “[¢’s an exceptional case in
that Belty and Vickie became so ill 50 s00n
after their encounter.”

English said the burning sensation and
tass of hair that Betty now sufferafrom is
typica) symptom of rediation poisoning, @
cormon fesalt after n Close Epcounter™
wmith a UFO.

Speculating on 1he object’s origin,

. Enelish said { would De premature” to

tabel the object “exiraterrestrial.” “To
say somelting ia extratervesicial is a
touchy thing,” he said, ~However, we do
have hints Lhal it could have been. T pev-

- sanally favor that possibility."

Enelizh said through connections at the

Pentagon, he has checked wilh airbases

mear Houston and the sufrounding area in
an atempt to find who. if anyone,
dispatched 23 helicopters up to ihat area
on Dec. 29,

In Cash's accowit of the incident, she
ceunted 2 helicopters encireling the ob-
Jecy whenit began its ascentinio the sky.

“I've found no one so {ar who hod -

helicopters up there that night,” he said,
adding that Ft. Hood Army Base. near
Killeen. which has the UH-1 “Huey™ 1ype
helicopters Cash described, was alse
cheched.

“Fve checked with the air traffic cone
trolters at Houston Inlercontnental
Airport — nothing,"* be said. “They have
no reason to lie lo me. L can gainthere any
day of the week and request their tra-
smission tapes which could show that
there were helicaplers up there that night,

_Under FAA regulations. they'd have &0 '

givethemtame.”
English said he thinks the helicopters

_ were acialy unmanned mariner probes

in same way attached'’ fo the mysterious
abject, which were here fo vscan” the
earlk o samples.

“1's more likely that they toa were

- extr:lerrestrial.” be said. “We've had
Crepurts of ofher objects thal look like

choppers or some type of plane that siay

tlose 1o 1he main object.

~Rarely is ‘he object noted 10 which the
hem s attached,” English said. Neither
Landrum nor Cash could define a shape to
the ehject. they said. because of the
“bitnding" 1ig projevied from it. b the
majetity of reporis we pet. people descnbe
their encounter this same way — jusl a
bunding light, no shape lo the hing.
wocturnal lights form a sizeable group of
Lhve UFQ reports.” he said.

Fnglish said Cash and Landrum’s an-
swers (0 secret questions™ squared auth
whal olhers have reported about the same
type of UFQ sightings. “There's
pasitively, absalutely no guesiion in my
mind thay they encounteced a GFO." he
aaid. “Anyone in this line of work will tetl
you the samee thing.”

Allen Menz, also an investigator for
APRO, said he feels the povernment
knows more about these flying objects
than they are betting on.

“Uncle Sam knaws an awful lot more
thap he lets us know about.”" Menz said.
“Whalever it was that those people saw —
it probably wasn a governmemnt secret
weapon or anything Jike that — but the
military probably knows something about
what it was. 1t wouldn't make sense that it
would be a military wespon. Testing of
those type of things are.done in highly
restriclive test range areas.”

Menz said be is also “puzzled”™ over the
23 helicopters Cash described surrounding

the object. “T've heard of such a thing
happening. but not in a while,” he Said.
“That's why some of 1he alder cases have
been reopened. They are very similar Lo
thisone.” .

~This has all the makings of 8 very
significanLcase.” e said. It sounds o me
Iike Belty has a classic case of some sort of
gvereaposure In radiation — whal kind. we
don'T know for sure.™

John Schuessler. the manager of space
flight operations at NASA whe is also in-
vestigating the UFO reporls, said he
knows of several such “encounters™
similar to this one that have happened all
around the world, He believes there is a
good chance they are extraterrestrial.

~If it was something the military was
doing. why would they all attention te it
by surrounding (he thing with 2
helicopters? That doesn't make sense,” he
said.

Schuessler said after meeting with Cash,
he ia certain she saw lhe helicoptern.
“She's a0 ingistant about it, 5o sincere —

]

she is tling (he tnah — torally ™

He said kv deseriplaon of the helicoptars
detimielv sounds like the ~Huey™ tvpe U
MY umes,

He is. skeptical, however. of the air
controlle:’s teports showing no helicoplers
inthal ares the night of Dec. B,

“We've had Irouble yetling cofrect
information from the contreliers befors,”
be said. “They can be very tight-gped
when they want 1o be.”

Schugssier recalled an incident that
pecured three years aRe where 3 Houston
wirplane pitot had Lomake a forced landing
becanse of an encounter with a UFO, “A
Metea pitct flying nearby heard the whole
thing o the radin and got in touch with
me.” he said, ~F wenl to air traffic control
a\ Intercontinental and requested iram-
amission tapes 5 1 could zee if the UFD
had been up lnete ard find ow what
heppened. 1 pever did get Lhase tapes —
even undet e Freedom o biformation
Act’] didn't get the tapes.”

Schuessler said be is “intrigued” by
Colby's insistence thal the object wes
“diamond-shaped. " 1've been fallowing &
Jot of diamond-shaped objerts that have
heen reported,” he said. “I've had reporty
trom sl over the werld abous diamond-
shaped objects.”

He said the Houslon area is nol
prodoctive” in UFO reporis because of
leck of places to report them. ""T've per
sonally hondled about 4000 to 30,000
reports from all over the world, but very
few trom the Houston srea.” he saeid.
*“There Just aren’t enough places to report
tvern and the city is so spread out. [ hear
about a’lot of reports in this area from
other praple — sometimes long aftef it's
happened.”

Schuessler said e expects to conlinue
working on this ¢ase until some questions
wre angwered. “Right pow. ali 1 lmow
hsically is what Betty and Vickie have
said about the encounter.” he said. ]
belisve fully that they saw 3 UFO. To nat
believe them wounld be foolish, especially
giter sering the physical pain they've
experienced fromit.”

““There are jusi too many UTOs reparted
from all over the world to disregard their
word,"” he said. **And hesides thal. Betty's
loss of hair is characteristic of such an

encounter. t's just 2 shame it hod @ -

bappeniothem.

iCosmic Watergate’ clai

By RICHARD SMITU
PIRS SYAFF Wl

A proamueint setenlist charges 2
cengmie Walergale”™ by the nu-
o) poremmenl s withholding
{uects abaut unidenlificd fying ob-
s,

Slaimen Friedman, an industrial
pliyzci Aurned  “Utalugist,”  alsa
Saltl foar ol ridwcule, aleng with
“fnssidiad physacists and
AAYHAYINE newsmen,” huvc’rmadu

THR NEWS, Sen Antonio, TX ~ Peb., 23, 1981

“Une out of four UFOs sighted,
many by law_ enforcement ol
cials, end up being planets. One
out of four sightings tum aul being
things bke adverisung s,
he 5o

Klass and Frniedman zereed n
an two celeprated UFO incidents.
ane in 1971 where an Adr Force
helivopler  narrowky averted a
wdair  codlisien willh 4 Clgar
shaped ouject over Ohlo, and un-
alher  case  where @ . couple

claimind Thov werr Taken lor an w o

Friedman quoted the offtenal
statement a5 5a
Sty siraightlorward, but totelly
12150, he s -
lle svid the porcentage of
unexplavied SiERLAGS was seven
tunes greater Whian the 2 percent
in the siudy, and Ut sighlings. by
avermnent agencies, sieh as the
corth Amencan A Defense
Command, are not public informa-
ton.
_ Friedman added that some 130
government  documcals  Femamn

med hiding

-
7

FOs

po material evidence supporied
 cident and & was disinlssed”

v,

“Do you think the C1A could
keep secrel somellung ke (hat
froin the White House 3nd vvery-
one olse Inr all those years?”
Klass asked.

“Hut all the lower-jevel snooks
from the Army who lLiked 1o
Fricdman alt said disey  hpew
about it Klass added.

{n the 187 incidend, four veirran
hcllcgpter pitots claimed the clon-

o P r. -
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UFON J MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.

Lew Willis
State Section Director, TX,

405 W 1-30
Garland, Texas 75043
214/278-0214
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SOUTH AMERICAN MAGAZINE MIMICS UFO EVENT IN U.S.
JOHN F. SCHUESSLER

JANUARY 1, 1983

qurnalxst HBob Pratt cf Lake Worth, Florida was scann:ng the
many reports of UFOs to be found in the November 1982 issue of a
UFO Newscllpplng Service, when he found a story about people
being harmed by a UFD encounter in Venezuela. As he read he
noted . the close parallel to thé famous Cash~-Landrum radiation
case of December 29, 1980, near Huffman, Texas.
" - The story in the-August 20, 1982 issue of TAL CUAL Naga*zne,

.published - in Buerios Aires, Argentina describes how Maria Elena -

.Suarez, her- grandson Gonzalo, and a friend called Susana
encountered a huge flaming UFD and were injured. This writer
believes the story is a complete fabrication, because the minute
details are too identical to the Texas case} while major
details such as date, 1location and where the victims live have
been omitted. “

TAL CUAL quctes Maria as saying: "My God, save us' That
thing 1is on fire and it s coming over us! 1It’s getting’ closer!
We're burning! God help us!" It goes on to describe how Maria

appedred to be hypriotized as she relived the incident.

During a real hypnosis session canducted by Dr. Leo Sprinkle
of the University OF Wyoming Mrs. Vickie Landrum, the grandmother
in the Texas case, made similar statements. She implored God to
help them. She said "it’s burning, the whole thing is burning.

There is fire coming. out the bottom." L
“ The description of the approaching UFD is also the same. A
~large luminous object clearly visible in the sky, came 'in a
treetop level and emitted reddish tongues of flame down towards
the highway. The South American story tells how one of the women
got out of - the car, running. In Texas, .Betty Cash did get out of

the. car and walhked towards the object.. . Vickie Landrum shouted

. for  her to return, saying "Come back to the car. Don"t walk
. toward it." o

The Venezuelan grandson, Gonzola, five vears old, wanted to

Fun away because of fear, but was held tightly to prevent his

escape. Vickie Landrum feared her grandson Colby, age 7, would

run away terror—stricken into the night, so she held him close tu
- her as they cowered in the front seat of the car.

The after effects of the event are also similar. Susara was
said to have horrible burns. and had to be admitted to a special

clinic for treatment. Her symptoms included loss of skin,
diarrhea, nausea and headaches. In Texas, HBetty Cash had all of
these symptoms and more. " A final statement in TAL CUAL credited

a "cardiologist” with stating that all three people had symptoms
of radiation poisoningd when it is very doubtful that people
would see a cardiologist for treatment of burns. In Teuas, Betty
Cash was hospitalized and treated by a cardiologist - a doctor



she knew before.the event.

The Venezuelan story points up the need to be critical when
examining reports of UFD encounters. Reliable details are a
necessity. Bob Fratt and John Schuessler plan to market a book
containming all the details pf the Cash—-lLandrum case with the
intent of helping other people in a similar situwation and
dispelling rumors caused by fake events such as the one in
Venezuea. The book will be called FIRE IN THE ROAD.

ENDI..II.-.IIO..
JOHN F. SCHUESSLER

F.0. BOX S8485
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77258-8483
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3 claim UFO
injured them

Trio files lawsuit alleging
object was U.S. aircraft

By DIANE FREEMAN
Post Reporter

The lawsuit against the federal government
says Betty Cash was driving back home from
New Caney with her {riends that night when they
saw the diamond-shaped object hovering over
the treetops along the isolated two-lane road.

Says Cash: “It was shooting Oames from the
bottom and making a terrible shrill beeping
sound.”

Cash, 5, stepped on her car’s brakes so sud-
denly that her friend Vicki Landrum was thrown
forward in the front seat. Landrum, &0, braced
herself by pushing her hands against the
dashhoard.

Landrum's handprint remains indented on the
dashboard now three years later — a result of the
intense heat inside the car that December night,
Cash claimed.

The two womea and Landrum’s ld-year-old
grandson Colby were heading home to Dayton
about 9 p.m. that night on Farm Road 1485 about
seven miles outside New Caney when they saw
the aerial object.

“1 was rying to keep Colby from going ber-
serk,” said Landrum, who worked as a waitress
ina cate Cash operated in Dayton.

The object “*hung there for a while, and then it
started lifting," Landrum said.

When the object ascended and moved away,
about 23-double rotary “military type” helicop-
ters appeared and surrounded it. It léoked as if
the hellcopters were escorting the object, said
Cash, who now lives in Birmingham, Ala.

“The government knew what that object was
or where It was going,” Cash said.

Cash and the Landrums have {iled a 320 mil-
lien lawsuit in Houston's (ederal court against
the government, charging it was negligent by
letting the alleged expenmenlal aerial device fiy
over a public road.

The lawsuit said Cash and the Landrums have
suffered severe injuries since the Dec. 29, 1989,
incident, including swollen eves and earlobes.
loss of fingernails, headaches, stomach pains,
blisters, vomiting, scarring and hair loss,

“It seems evident it was radiation,” said the
trio's attorney, Peter Gersten of Tarrytown, N.Y,

Washington spokesmen for the Air Force and
the Justice Department declined o comment on
the lawsuit Friday.

]
The Houston Post/Sat., Jon. 21, 1984/ 18A h

Those Normal Folk
Who Sight UFO's

If your best friend came to
you and confided seeing an
unidentified flying object,
you'd probably think it a
bit strange, despite the -

fact that in one Gallup Poll,

9 percent of the adults
questioned said they had
seen something that could
have been a UFQ. People
who see UF(s aren't nec-

(POTPOURRI

essarily psychos, oceultists,

or science-fiction freaks

with vivid imaginations, ac-

cording to a-study by soci-
ologist Troy Zimmer of the
California State University
in Fullerton.

Zimmer gave 475 stu-
dents a questionnaire that
measured personal well-be-
ing, religious beliefs, inter-
est in the occult, and
alienation.

They were also asked
if they thought they had
ever seen a UFQ and if
they thought the govern-
ment was withholding in-
formation on UFQ's from
the pubtic. The only strong
difference found between
people who had seen a
UFO and those who hadn't
is that UFQ sighters are

‘much more likely to know

someone else who has seen
one.

PEYCHOLOGY TODAY /SEPTEMBER 19389

NEWS )

BY: JOHN
P. O.
HOUSTON,

Does this mean that
sighters are unusually sug-
gestible? Perhaps not.
Knowing that someone else
has seen a UFQ might sim-
ply support the reality of
the experience, Zimmer
said. Or sighters might feel
they will be taken more
seriously if they confide
in someone who has
had a similar experience,
he said.

—Gaylen Moore

F. SCHUESSLER

BOX 58485
TEXAS 77258-8485
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" tion on the 1975 crisis come 1o light
_ win o “leok,” Gornsten implied thot
' more such laoks would be waicome,
espacially ¥ that & whot it tokes to
- .oxposd any impreper or non-perfor-

mance of duiiss on the part of Gov-
arnmant UFO peolicymckerns. In this
connection, Gersien said he would

. provide frea legal assistance to any

present or former mililory person
who, because of having come for-
word with the necessary “hord evi-

_dence” of UFO reality, incure perse-
. cution or prosecution af the hands of.

govarnment authorities.

- Jenplicit in his remarks wos o chol-

fengs 1o the notion’s news media to
"¢eose freating UFOs as marely a sub-

. joct for entertainment, The subject

apparently took hold, for on Novem-

" " ber 3, 1981, the WASHINGTON POST
corried an article by Ward Sinclair,

entitled “Suit Seeks to Lift Secracy
Veil from Agency’s Documents.” On
the strength of that article’s being
reprinted in o number of other news-
papers across the notion, Gersien has
been flooded with requests for inter-
views and for oppecrances on radio

_ tolk shows. Ha appeared August 5,

1981, with Dr. Hynek on the Tom
Snider TOMORROW SHOW, .
In o siclemeant prepared for later

" release by CAUS Assistant Director
" Llamry Fawcett of Coventry, Connacti-

‘evd, he said, CAUS is embarking on a
nationwide fund drive to finance the
costs of this series of litigations with
various government agencies. (Ger-
sten is serving without fee.) In addi-
tion, “friend of the court” briefs filed
by interested parties in support of the
CAUS suit are being sought. Persons,
including former NSA members,
other Federal employees ond others
privy to inside information are being
asked to come forward with relevant

. sworn testimony 1o support those

briefs. Enlarging the effort to a no-

fionwide underiaking will greotly in- .

wease the likelihood of success in
this major atiempt ot the release of
UFO documents for public study. Per-
sons interesied in “joining the CAUS*

. ore asked to contact Fowcett at 471

Goose Lane, Coventry, CT06238. DO

-1 would like to know if the Conter
hos ever had any reports on a URO
sighting in the aroa betwesn Canby
and Woodburn, Oragon during the
sumnmmar of 1967, My sister, who wos
25 at the time, taw fwo UF0’s hovar-
ing over an elecirical substation out
in the couniry. $ho said that one of
tham coms down, hoverad ovar the
substation for awhile, and than it
went up and the other come down
and did the some. Soon, o plane
came out from the direction of Port-
land and they took off. She wos
omazed ot how fast they could mova.

-She has never reported the sighting,

but is intorasted in knowing if ony-
one elsa did. Also, is there ever a
power drain during this type of occur-
rence ond i3 the power company
aware of or have a record of it?
A. Lombert y
Avrora, Qragon

Wanted

Volunteer translators for Turkish
ond Chinese orticles being received
by CUFOS. Please write to our Lima
office, if you or someone you know
would be willing io ossist in this
work. '

L & i) .
. CUFOS ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER PAGE 8 FEBRUARY 1882
Wachington Additional Recent CT Case
_%’509:’% Conference, Correspondence Now Under
ny. . . .
MNoting that the initicl documenta- Dear Dr. Hynek, sﬁVQSigg@ “’!@ﬂ

Word has just been received by
CUFOS that a recent sighting of po-
tential value is under invastigotion. .

New England investigator Lorry
Fawcett reports thot a sighting in Cel-
umbia, Conneacticut on Decombar 4,
1981 involving three objects for a
1otal sighting duration of about ten
minutes is being evaluated for final
reporting ot o later dote. This sorly
notica is on clert to ASSOCIATES in
that region 10 be sure to report any-
thing which moy come to their atten-
tion relating to that place and time.

The objects were reporied fo be
very larga, about the size of 747 air-
finers. They opporently moved in o
diomond or riangular formation with
multi-colored fights . yoliows,
greens, blues, greys . . . alternaling
so ropidiy they oll appecred to be on
ot one time. The objecs moved
directly over the witnesses at a very
low ollitude, estimated 10 be about
500 feet, No sound was heord except
a slight humming noise.

Photographs were taken and have
been sent 1o Dr. Bruce Maccabee for

‘analysis. The results of the study will

appeor in the INTERNATIONAL UFO
REPORTERS or the ASSOCIATE NEWS-
LETTER as soon as they are available.

TR

"I don’t care if he was going 150 m

/ -zs'@x/

117 o
T4

I'm gorina let this one slide.”’

re

v



UFO encounter makes

... ByCATHY GORDON
Attaway Newspaper Group
{Part One of two parts)

DAYTON — Vickie Landrum once
scoffed at stories of close encounters
with so-called Unidentifieq Flying Ob-
jects (UFOs). Such stories were mere-
ly the ravings of the lunatics, o be
taken seriously only by devotees of the
supermarket press. ’

So she doesn't expect everybody to
buy ber story that a UFO flanked by 23
military-type helicopters doused her
and two others with radiation on a
deserted Montgomery County road one

¢ nightin December 1980,

" “I never believed in UFQs before,”
Landrum says. I've always been a
religious person and it goes against
what ] always thought.”

But to experts who investigate such-

mysterious goings-on, Landrum’s ex-
perience along the lonely stretch of FM
1485 is one of the most convincing and
disturbing encounters ever reported in
Texas.

Dayton Police Chief Tommy Warr-
ing, a friend of nearly 30 years, vouches
for her credibility. Records at Parkway
Hospital in Houston document the
fading eyesight, skin blisters, recuring
headaches and temporary loss of hair
reported by Landrum, her 7-year-old
grandson, Colby and friend, Betty Cash
since the Dec. 29, 1980 encounter.

And to further substantiate the trio's
story, a Houston scientist has gathered
reports from several people in the area
who also say they saw something
strange in that night. .

On that same night, Jerry MeDonald,
an oilfield roughneck witnessed
something eerie from his Dayton home.
“It was kinda trianguiar or diamond-
shaped and had two big torches with
white and blue fire that were shodting
out the back of it,” he recalls.

He said he first thought it was the
. Goadyear Blimp by the rumbling sound
it was making. But as it passed 150 feet
above him, he discovered otherwise.

“I had to come forward and tell
scmebody what I saw,”” said McDonald
who contacted investigators nearly two
months after the first newspaper arti-
cle about it appeared.

“J didn’t want those poor women i¢ go

around the rest

P L T A I

of their lives thinking
they are looney-{unes.”

*“There's no doubt these women are
telling the truth about what they saw.

The only problem we have now is fin-

ding out who is responsible for it,” says
John Schuessler, a scientist with
McDonnell Douglas Astronautics at
NaSA's Johhson Space Center in
Houston, ’

- Schuessler, project manager for
space shuttle operations support, has
been active in UFO research and
organizations since the mid-1960s. He is
one of about a dozen scientists and pro-
fessienal technicians in the Clear Lake

City area, who comprise Project VISIT, -

which is studying UFO technology.
Schuessler met Landrum, her grand-

woinan a

son and Cash in February 1981 after -

they contacted NASA and a UFQ repor-
ting network in Seattle, Wash. to iry to
find out what had happened to them.

After investigating the incident for
nearly two years. Schuessler says he
believes the federal government had
something to do with the mysterious ob-
ject the three saw that night.

However, he said, the government
denies any knowledge of or role in the
incident. He said he has contacted
every military installation in Texas
that might have had sufficient aircraft
to have been involved. His efforts have
met with little success.

“Those helicopters have us
sturnped,” he said. “with that many
helicopters around the object, and be-
ing the military lype helicopters,
somebody in the government should
knew about them. That's where we
keep running inte dead ends."’

Lawyers for Landrum, and Cash
have filed formal requests with the
federal government under the Freedomn
of Information Act (FOlA) for any
reports involving the incident.

The three intend to file a persenal in-
jury lawsuit against the government to
recover what they say is now more than
$20,000 in medical bills incurred
because of alleged radiation exposure
from the ghject.

But their lawver, Peter Gersten of
New York City, says it would he dif-
fieult to sue without definite proof that
the government was involved, much

i}e]iever

less that it was reéponsible for the UFO,

“You'd think somebody would know
about those helicopters,” sayd Gersten,
who specialized in handling UFO cases.
“Somebody would have to know where
those helicopters came from that

night.”

“I keep getting calls on this,” sayd
Maj. Tony Geishauser, a spakesman for
Fort Hood, an Army base 100 miles
norhtwest that just happens to have
several of the helicopters of the sort
described by Landrum. “We did not
have any choppers up that night in East

‘Texas,” he said.’

Geishauser has a theory of his own as
to what the wornen saw that December
night: “If it was anything extrater-

N )

restrial, and nobody has proven it .
wasn't, then wouldn't it have the in-

telligence to create visions of
helicopters? It could create visions if it
wanted you to see.”’

The only governmental reaction in -~

the case so far has been from the Texas
Department of Health whose Bureau of
Radiation Control is cenducting an in-
vestigation at the request of state Rep.
Larry Browder, (D-Coldspring).

Russ Meyer, a departmental n-
vestigator, drove the stretch of road
last fall where the sighting occurred.
His radiation detection equipment did
not find any traces of remnant radis-
tion in the area. He alse took soil
samples, but tests resultes were in-
conclusive at the tirna of this writing.

Meyer said if there had been radioac-
tive contamination in large amounts,
some would still be left at the site.
However, he said certain types of radia-
tioh — such as ultraviolet light, in-
frared light and low-energy X-rays —
might not leave any residual traces.

But whatever the outcome of the state
agency’s investigation, Mrs. Landrum
says she is sure of what she saw that
night and of the symptoms she has en-
countered since.

Next — The witnesses develop health
problems, and are frusirated at the lace

of information svailable about the incl- ‘

dent.

-Page 44, THE CITIZEN, Thursday, October 21, 1962
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Radlatlon ll]s plague UFO wnnesqe

Part Two of Two Parts

o

Schuessler_says. the _total packzge-of
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dmoner on because of the intense heat

o ] _________fromtheob;ect S

By CATHY GORDON It wag then that they fu'st nohced the
Attaway NewspaperGroup ___helicopters buzzing around the object. ..

g p———

In a Conroe Couner newspaper arti-

“*¢le in Feb. 1981, shortly after the Inci-

dent, Mrs, Landrum and Mrs, Cash
gave these independent accounts:

" The three were riding in their car
_about 9 p.m. on Dec. 28 when they saw

" some sort of light in the air about three

miles ahead. As they drove nearer they
saw it was some sort of object with
orange and red flames coming trom the

~ bottom.
Then, as the car rounded a bend on
FM 1485 about 15 miles northwest of

... Dayton, it was suddenly before them.

Diamond-shaped and *‘tall as a water
. tower,” it floated over the road just
above the treetops, blindly bright, Mrs.

- Landrum recalled. From hundreds of

. feetaway, the heat was excruciating.
“1 telt as though I was burning up,"

* said Mrs. Cash who stepped from the

car to get a closer look at the object.
. The two women said the road was too
narrow to turn around on and they felt
blindly by the light emitted from the ob-
ject.

_ About four minutes later the object
rose and headed in a southerly direc-
tion. "It was going away from the
road,” Mrs. Cash said, “so we kept go-
ing in the same direction.”

Though temperatures outside were in
the 405, Mrs. Landrum recalls that they
proceeded home with the car's air con-

" Mrs. Cash said they.seemed to be

following it, as though it were in some

kind of trouble. .

They described the helicopters as
relatively large, twin-rotor craft. -

Schuessler said the three described
thern as DBoeing-Vertol “Chinook"
helicopters, the type used by both the
Army and the Air Force.

Finally, the UFO and the helicopters
“just shot up” out of sight. The women
say the entire encounter lasted about 20
minutes,

The three said they initally made a

- pact not to tell anyone about what they

had seen. *“It was just too
unbelievable,” said Mrs. Landrum.
“They’d think we were crazy.”

But sfter developing numerous-

health problems, the three broke their

silence. “We had to do something. We

needed help,” Mrs. Landrum said.

By 1 a.m. that night, Mrs. Landrum
said both she and Colby had blistered as
if badly sunburned and were suffering
from nausea and diahrrea. She said {wo
days after the incident, she visited Mrs.
Cash and found her so weak she
couldn’t get out of bed. Part of Mrs.
Cash's body was covered with egg-sized
knots and blisters. She also lost 50 per-
cent of her hair.

Mrs. Cash is now living with her

elderly mother in Alabama where she is
recuperating form the problems she at-
tributes to her encounter with the flying
object, Her hair has since grown back,

- but is 2 more “‘burnt. frizzled textere.”

~ Mrs. Landrum says it is her eyes that
have bothered her the most since the in-
cident. *They were hurned by the
light,” she says. Since that night, she
has changed her eyeglass preseription
twice, each time progressively
stronger. She says she now seems ta be
losing her peripheral vision and is
developmg cataracts

e oa F AR B

_ Schuessler said more could have been..

.nce and for all.”

-symptoms points to eviderce of radia. -~———

tion sickness. “Other things can cause

. these symptoms, but not likely. t.he total =~ _.,:-w.;_.:_.

package,’” he said.

done for the two women's health pro-
bilerns al the beginning, but doctors
were stumped by the symptoms. “They
felt they were dealing with surae kind of
radiation burn, but they didn't know
from what and they weren't sure how to
treatit,” he said.

A radiation specialist who examined
the two women said in an April cor-
respondence that the burns suffered by
the trio could be secondary to high in-
tensity infra-red radiation, ultra-vmlet
rays of ionizing rad:ation. oo .

“We are over a medical-scientific
barrel not knowing exactly what the
source of radiation was, nor the dose
received by these UFO witnesses,” he
wrole,

Meanwhile, Mrs. Landrum says she
is getting a bit tired of all the publicity.

“It's traumatic to relive this thing all

the time,” she said. "Especially being -~ =~~~
hypnotized on television in front of

everybody.”

To jog Mrs, Landrum's niemory of
the incident, she was hypnotized on the

. television show, “That’s Incredible” by

Dr. R. Leo Sprinkie, a psychologist and
director of counseling and testing at the

" “University of Wyoming.

She and her companions were also
subjects of a story by the sensational -
tableid, the National Enquirer, which
ran an article last summer under a
multi-celor  top-of-the-front-page
headline entitled “Scientist at NASA
Confirms UFO Terrorizes and Burns 3
Texars.” o

Much of the article was inaccurate
and grossly exaggerated, Mrs. Laa-
drum says. “It's sensational enough
without exaggerating it more,” she
said. ““We just want to know what it was

ve A
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‘Health problems add to Eﬁygﬁery

By PAMELA LYON
Satf Writer .

"I thought the world was coming toanend . . .
{ told (my grandson) not to be ofraid, to look at
the center of the light for the sweet face of Jesus,
coming to take us to a better ploce.”” — Vickie

Landrum, describing her Dec. 29, 1980, encoun-
ter

- DAYTON — Vickie Landrum is a god- fear:ng
u oman. So when she saw the thing that cold De-
“gemher night, hovering above a desolate, back-
‘couniry road near this small Liberty County
lumber town, there was only one possible expla-
‘nation.

.+ She was having a religious experience.’

As Mrs. L nndrum tells the storv, she was trav-
. ‘eling back to her Dayton home from Monday
~night hingo at the VFW hall in New Caney with

-her 7-vear-old grandson, Colby. and a [riend,
ZBetty Cash. when it happened,

First they saw a bright, mysterious light
through the treetops up ahend. Then, as the car
reunded & bend on Farm Road 1485 aboul 15

-miles northwest of Dayton, it was suddenly be:

[

" fore them.

Texans tell of sirange encounter

Diamond.shaped and *“tall as a water tower,”’
it Tloated over the road just above the treetops,
blindingly bright. Mrs. Landrum recalled. Red-
orange fiames spewed from the bottom and in-
termittently burst into greater intensity with a
rushing sound like a Hame-thrower as the vbiect
moaoved higher.

From [33 feel away. the heat was ex-
crucinling.
It felt like we were burning up,” said Mrs.

Landrum. *You've heard it all your life that the
world is going to end by fire. | believe it.”
But her first impression didn’t Jast long. not

after they got a good louk at the thing.

Not after they saw the swarm of helicopters
around it — big double-rotary, military-like
choppers.

Not after the months-long bouts with the burns
and blisters. the crippling nausea and diarrhea,
the eye problems and shedding hair — a total
package of symptoms that points to radiation
sickness., said a space scientist who has closely
monilored the case.

Now there are those who scoff at close encoun.
ters of any kind, skeptics who pass off sightings

-

of so-called Unidentiflied Flying Objects (UF0s)
as distarted perceptions of entirely earthiy phe-
the shimmering illusions of swamp .

nomenon.
gas or the rovings of crackpots.

Stories, in short. to be taken seriously anly by
devoices of the supermarket press — like the
Aug. il

Biit to the experts who investigate such mys-
terivus goings-on. the Liandrum-Cash case is
among the most compelfing. and disturbing, en-
counters ever reported.

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, founder of the Center for
UFQ Studies in Evanston. I1i., and the country’s

premier UFQ investigator, termed the Dayvton
because of the.

incident a “‘reably crucial case”™
“absolutely. unequivoeal physical effects.”
"Something sure as hell happened: Those
women didn't pull out their hair and blind them-
selves,” said Hynek. ''The connection with the

event is clear.cut. It's one-te-one, We have other’

cases, but rarely as elear-cut as this.™
Although she says that “'time sorl of stgod

See Encounter, page 6A

article about Mys Landrum’s expericnee |
in the Natwmal Enguirer with the screaming
headline "UFO Terrorizes and Burns 3 Texans.” -
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still.”” Mrs. Landruin estimates she
and her companions were exposed to
Lhe fire-belching object for at least 10

minutes before it drifted off over the.

trees.

It was a winter night, but they con-
tinued their journey home with the
car’'s air condilioner on, Mrs. Land-
rum said. Their exposed skin seemed
intensely sunhurned. as after a loo-
long stay ot the beach in early sum-
ner, '

That night, Mrs. Landrum greased
her grandson with baby oil. That
night. Loo. Colby startcd getting sick.
He vomited and had uncontrollable
diarrhca, an ominous prelude to what
would happen to all of them.

Colby,
months afterward ind would wake up
sereaming. still bears the faint scars
of the large. sack-like blisters that
formed on his face.

Mrs. Landrum, too. has a network
of whitish and ruaised scars on her
arms from the blisters. which have
recurred periodically over the past

who had nightmares [or

eight months, particularly when she .

is-exposed to sunlight. Both still are
sensilive to heat and cannot bear hot
water. Mrs. Landrum said.

Her hair. now long enough for a per-

manent. at one time fell out leaving .

scattered bald spots.
bothered her the most.

But her eyes

My eyes were burned until they

looked like they were decayed.” said
Mrs. Landrum. Since the incident. she

has changed her cyeglass pre-:
scription twice, each time progres-.

siveiv stronger. She now seems to be
losing her peripheral vision and is de-

~veloping cataracts. Colby also now:
needs glasses.

But Betty Cash, 52, who bolted from

the car when they encountered the qb-'
- ject. was the most affecied of the trio.

She. loo, was stricken with scvere
nausea, diarrhea and headaches, A

once-active woman. she now was in- -

capacilated by a relentless lethargy.

- Large. knot-like blisters formed on
. her [ace. scalp and eyelids. Her eyes
- were swollen almost shot. .

Il

6A.

‘She was hospitalized in January for

“nearly four weeks. The doctors wére
. sthmped:

“*There was no diagnosis:
didnt know whal they were dealing
with.” said John Schuessler, a scien-
tist with McDonnell Douglas Astro-
nautics at NASA's Johnson Space
Ceénler near Houston,

Schuessler, project manager for
space shuttle operations support. has
béen active in UFO research and or-
ganizalions since the mid-1960s. He is

one of apout—o- uvscn-scientists and
professional technicians in the Clear

they .

Lake Cily area. about hall of which .

work for NASA. who comprise Pro-
ject VISIT. which is studying UFQ
technology.

Schucessler met Mrs: Landrum, Col-

by and Mrs. Cash in February alter

i ¢ and T . N .
they had contacted NASA and a UFO _her companions saw it was not alone.

reporting network in Seattle. Wash,,
to try to find out what happened to
them.

Right after the incident. the three

. had agreed to tell no one aboul their

experience, said Mrs. Landrum, who
waited four days before she told her
husband.

“You don't go around telling people

' when something like this happens.

——

They'd think vyou're crazy.” she

added.

But as the sickness progreqsed'

they deeided they had to know more.
Said Mrs; Landrum: "If we hadn't

. met John Schuessler. I think [ would

: have lost my mind."”

Schuessier was keenly interested.

He took photographs of their blisters,

burns. damaged eves and balding
heads. He urged Mrs. Landrum to
keep a daily diary of her symptoms.
And after talking to the bewildered
physicians, he located and contacted
aradiation specialist in Madisen, Wis.

“You can’t guarantee it's radiation
sickness. but it looks like it.” said
Schuessler. ‘*Other things can cause

.these (symptoms) but not likely the

total package.”. .

Corpus Christi Caller-Times, Sun., Sept. 13, 1981

S
Ea TR,

The radiation specialist. who wish.
ed to remain anonymous, agreed. In
an April correspondence he noted the
burns could be secondary to high in-
tensity infra-red radiation. ultra-vio-
lcl rays or ionizing radiation.

“"We are over a medical-scientific
barrel not knowing exactly what tho
source of radiotion was. nor the dose
received by these UFO witnesses.'” he
wrote.

But Schuessler and Hynek aren’t
entirely surc the unexplained object

- was an otherworldly UFQ. The hcll-

copters are the problc_m

Despite its awesame power, the ob- .

jeet Mrs. Landrum saw appeared to
be in distress: it seemed to have
trouble maintaining altitude. And it
was whea the giant, metal object ii-
nally gained enough thrust to sail off
over the trees that Mrs. Landrum and

“Alier the ohject drifted Lo where
we kind of gol our senses, we noticed
the helicopters,'” said Mrs. Landrum.
“They wetre up over it and [ollowing
it. It was like thev were taking it

somewhere or it was in trouble and

" they were helping it."

The helicopters were like none
she'd seen before, large airborne ma-
chines with double rotary blades. Col-
by drew a picture ef a craft that re-
sembled a military helicopter, like a
CH-46 or CH-47, Schuessler said.

The trio weren't the only people who '

reported sceing the helicopters, or the
object for that matter,
A man near Crosby, a tiny town 15-

odd miles southwest of Dayton, told -

co-workers about the helicopters,
Schuessler said. Investigation of the
Dec. 29 incident atse turned up three

. more sets of witnesses, totalling sev-

en additional persons. who saw the
object.

“We are dealing with a real event, -

but we're not sureif it's a government
exercise or a UFO sighting.”’ said Hy-

nek, who headed Project Bluebook, a -

U.S. Air Force study of UFOs (rom
about 1948 to 1969. “There’s a lot of top
secret stuff going on that most people
don’t know about.'

H™

From 1A

Hynek belicves the women should -
file a lawsuit to compel disclosure.

The governmenl denies any knowl--
edge of or role in the incident.
Schuessler said he conlacted every
military installation in Texas that
might have bad sufficient aircralt to
have been involved. He had no suc-
cess. .

**The helicopters have been com-
pletely stonewalled.” he said.

At the Army’s Ft. Hood near Kill-
een, the country’s largest military fa-
cility where a brigade of “100-plus”
helicopters is based, a spokesnoran
said no Ft. hood aireraflt were in the
Houston arca that night,

“'l dont know of any other place
around here that would have that
number of heliceplers.” said press of-
ficer Major Tony Geishauser. “There
muy he something to this. boet I don't
know what it could be ... unless
there's o super-secret thing going on
and I wouldn't ncce‘esarilv know
about it.” .

"‘Said Mrs. Landrum: “It ain’t any-
thing from outer space with little |
green men. that’s for sure, [f the gov- :
ernment doesn’t know about it, they'd
better find out.”



IDr}?lFO ahens glve Betty Cash can-
ce

Outspoken Betly believes they did — and
she blames the US government as well.

Betty claims she was driving down a lonely
country road in west Texas with her friend,
Vicki, and Vicki’s young grandson, Tobey,
when the youngster noticed mysterious lights
above the pine trees.

A huge, diamond-shaped spacecraft hovered
near them, flames shooting from its bottom
like a blowtorch. Betty says she got out of the
car and stood paralyzed in the UFO’s beam for
20 minutes.

Recalled Betty in a recent TV interview:
“When it moved, it made 2 swishing sound.
There was also a deafening beep that I still
lgear in my mird at night, and my skin was -

urning.” ETTY

Suddenly, Betty says, a I By EOWARD REY NOLDS I B
squadron of helicopters
appeared on the scene.
The women identified

CASH

after

UFO encounter.

and vanished, the hehcop-
ters right behind.
“l was too sick to go to

them as belonging to the
US military.
Said Vicki: “They were
trying to escort the space-
raft. ¥t looked like they
sere going to collide.”
Then the spacecrafi
hisked over the trees

work the next day,” Betty
recalls. “My eves were
gwollen shut, and there
were welts on my head
and face. | thought I was
going to die.”

At the hospital, Betty
was treated for burns.
Weeks later, she had lost
patches of skin on her

face, and half her hair fell

out.

Tormented

Then, in 1983, Betty
was diagnosed as having
cancer. She underwent
surgery, but doctors were
uncertain if they’d removed
it all. Now, each passing
day is another victory for
the tormented woman.

Said Betty: “I'm mad as
hell and disappeinted with
the pgovernment of the
United States.”

VICK!

Top UFOlogists specu-
late the spacecraft was a
secret weapon developed
by the military, or the
craft was given to the US
government by the ET's
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Lincoln woman says she saw, was hurt by UFO in Texas

By Scottie Vickery

News correspondent

- LINCOLN — The bumper sticker on Betfty Cash's 1980 Oldsmoblle Cutlass

sums up her life for the past eight years.

“UFOs aré real — the Air Foree doesn't exist,” it reads.

* Mrs. Cash said the words on that bumper sticker became her philosophy

after she and two friends in 1980 witnessed a blinding bright light that filled
the sky, and a diamond-shaped objeet that emitted orange and yellow flames.

“We thought it was the end of time” the 60-year-old woman said in a recent
interview at her mobile home on Logan Martin Lake. “I've been scared
. many times in my life, but never, ever, have I been as terrified as [ was that
mt"l

MmCashsexpmmhasbmnwoneofthemostcelebmtedandm
tionalized UFO sightings in recent years. She said it has left her in poor
health, ip debt and questioning the credibility of the U.S. government.

It began about 9 pan., Dec 29, 1980, on a county road near New Caney,
Texas, where Mrs. Cash, friend Vickie Landrvm and Mrs Landrum’s §-year-old
grandson Colby were driving home from a bingo game.

“We seen this bright light, and it just lit up the entire sky,” Mrs. Cash
recalled “The further we drove, the closer we got to the object.”

Despite the 40-degree temperature, an “intense heat” surrounded the car. -

In a telephone interview [ast week, Mrs. Landrum said she screamed at
Mm.hgﬁtgstopthemr hmnse“lwasaﬂ-aidwewmddhn-nupﬂwe
wen! it”

-All three got out of the car, butComywasumsoheandeLandnnn

gotbad(msh?sazd.

Trlod to comfort chlld .
*~Mrs, Landrumm said she tried to comfort the boy. -

ml-lewmﬂdbe tocanymtoabetterplm”l\ﬁxhndnmsnid.

whatﬂleobjeetwu -
Bothwmmdeaﬂbedltas

mgwtofthebotbomoﬂheaaﬂ.andlt a shrill mﬂ,the!m

casni_‘

‘-Betty Cash sifts through her medical records
- ‘related to encounter with UFO :

nndmetamc.li‘hmmahoot-l

-

- NEWS PHO'I'O/SCOTTIE VICKERY

casewasdlsmisedinAugmtlm

In the October 1988 telecast of UFO ’Hmtwonmwhoseidm—

tities ‘were protected, said they'd been employed by the US. government

in “top seuet” missions. Theysmd meywere aware of Mrs. Cash's mc:dent,

 and the military was indeed involved. -

themandtearaﬂmyhalroutmdbhsta-myselfsolmuldlaymthgbedfw

|

'l‘heobjectMrs Cashaner&Landnunsawwasan“ahmu‘aﬂ”pﬂotgd
by military pilots, one of the men claimed. The pilofs apparently lost con-
trol of the craft, and the helicopters were sent to assist.

The two |women identified, through plctum the twin-rotary helleopters as
Boeing CH-47 Chinook helicoptess.

At that time, such helicopters were used only by the military, said John
Schuessler, an with an aercspace in Houston and a mem-
berofiheMuwalUFﬁNetwork Smuasluhasswmummdmtsml%s
hesmdmatelephonemmew

Schuess.lm'saldmmmﬁvmaghtdxffemtmsa}mmportedalmge
group of helicopters that night in 1981. He said he contacted officials at every
military base within hundreds of miles, but found no fion.

Philip J. iﬂassofWashmgtan,DC who has written four books on UFOs
and has Sll.ld.l&'l the subject for 22 years, said he thinks the women's story
is a hoax.

He said he asked Schuessler to provide Mrs. Cash's and Mrs. Lapdrum's
medical h:stones, but Schuesslerjrefused. “What do they have to hide?” he asked..

lﬂaswdheﬂunlmthewmnmwaesuﬂamgfmbadhealthmﬂmdeup
the story to get the government to pay their medical bills.

M&Chshsaxdshedechnedtopmwdeha‘medmlmstmytolﬂaasbecameof
wepmbxhtythatthewmmahmwomdheneededforammmlheaﬁng
Mmfhshmmunﬂrmnmmmmnahngpehhomtoramnmm

. hearing, and they are encouraging peoplé to write their

CONgressmen,
lﬂassaid%“lwaﬂdupeathes:mtommtbewestandsetmtbeeast
befmtheygetamnmonalheanngbuuhat’smstmyopmim —
undnnnandeCashsaidﬂwy’mmtomcﬂmhkeKlam’
“Ilmowwhathappenedtome,"hﬁnCaﬂ:smd.“Icu-tainlydidn’tget

. ‘}"
“

“

mi:.hm object started to ise, it-made &

mmwummmw,mwmmwmmmasa; ) . L
hotpadhecamethehandlewaswhd.dneaﬁ. ‘ )
mmmmmmummmmammm . o . S

oopmmoumhginm(ﬂ:acﬁm mmmmmmﬂm ,
The hﬁliwmim rrrarndad dha
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Llncoln woman says she saw, wa

By Scottle Vickery

. - News correspondent

LW(DLN The bumpa- sticker on Betty Cash’s 1980 Oldsmobde Cutlass

3 K smnsupha’hfetm‘thepastelght

«+ “UFQs are real — theA:rFomedoesn’teJast. it reads.

. Mrs..Cash said the words on that bumper sticker became her philosophy
aftersheaudtwo&'iendsin1980wimassedabhndmgbﬂghthghtthatfﬂled
the aky, and a dlamond-shaped object that emitied grange and yellow flames.

" -*“We thougt it was the end of time,” the §0-year-old wornan said in a recent
interview at her. mobile home on Logan Martin Lake. “I've been scared
- many times mrnylife,butnever.ever have I been as terrified as T was that

D.lght" R

. _Mrz_ Cadi's experience has become one of the most celebratid and sensa-

tionalized UFO sightings in recenf years. She said it has lef{ nér in poor
hwlth, in debt and questioning the credibility of the US. government,
It began about 9 pan., Dec. 29, 1980, on a county road near New Caney,
Texas, where Mrs, Cash, friend Vlck.le Landrum and Mrs. Landrum’s 6-year-old
* grandson Colby were driving home from a bingo game.
*“We seen this bright light, and it just li{ up the entire sky,” Mrs Cash
ra:alled. “The further we drove, the closer we got to the object.”

Despite the 40-degree temperature, an “intense heat™ surrcunded the car.

*In a telephone interview last week, Mrs. Landrum said she screamed at
MCashtostopmecar because “1 was afraid we would bum up if we
. wentunderit”- - -
- All three got out ‘of the car, but Colby was crying, so he and Mrs. Landrum
got back i i she said

‘I‘rlod to comfort chlid
=™ Mrs. Landrum said she tried to comfort the boy.
'-"“Itoldhimi.fhesawahlgman it would be Jesus, and He wouldnt hurt
mﬂewmﬂdbecomingtomnymtoabetterplace”h!ra[andmnsand
‘Mrs. Cash said sbe stayed outside about eight minuies trying to figure out
whattheobﬁctwaa -
- Both wornen described it as diamond-shaped and metallic, Flames were shoot-
hmwtofthebottomofthecraﬁ and it made a shrill beeping sound, they said.

Whentheobjectstartedtouseltmadea“swmshmg"somﬂMmCash_

md.
WheanCashgotbackmmecar she had to use her leather jacket as a
hotpadbecamethehandlewassohol she said
Tbetwowmnmsaidtheyh%rda“roamgsoum.hkeawmado.andheh

~“mpte.tswemconmgmemydnechon Mrs Cash and Mrs. [andnnnsaldthey_

oamted 23 helicopters.
-7 The helicopters surrounded the craft “like they were trying to escort it
sanewm” Mrs. Landrum said.
- As the trio drove off, they kept looking out the back window. They could
shnseethehghtaboutthreemﬂesaway,ms Cash sajd.
BythemnetheyreadleersLmdmnshome,tlwheadswemhurtmg their
shnwwhamngandﬂnywmmmeated.mcashsmd
3 "'Wewemasmdasiiwehadbemoutonaheadxalldaylong,"ahesmd
. “We were all deathly sick”
The next moming, Mra. Cash's eyes were swollen shut, she said. Her hair
rﬁad -fallen. out “in gobs on the pillow.” Huge welts and water blisters® had
a) all over her body, .
+" - .Mrs. Cash said she d:dn’t go to the hospital at first because “we were
afrald people would think we were crazy said, ‘They’ll move me down to

- thepsychoward.”' :

Movod to Blrmlngham In 1981
. . Records.from Parkway Hospital in Houston show that Mrs. Cash was admitted
Jan.-2, 1981, and was discharged Jan. 14. She was readmitted Jan. 25 and released
Feh..s She was treated for swelling of the head, severe headaches, loss of hair,
naysea, poor vision and skin burns.
-+ Mrs..Cash- moved 10 the Birmingham area in 1981 to Tive with relgt,ives,
becauseshesmdshewastoosrck to take care of herself.
2 InrMarch 1983 doctors found cancer in her right breast, and a mastectomy
:,was performed at St. Vincent's Hospital in Bi
:* ("She had in the past an exposure to some form of nrrachatwn » recmds
flom St Vincent's say. - — -
Her medical bills now total mare than $1.5 million, Mr&Cashsand
. Sbe and Mrs. Landrum, 65, have told their story many times. Television pro-
g:ns they have been featured on include UFO Coverup? Live and That's Incredi-

Hundrecbofarticlesha\reappearedlnnempapers sonwfmmF‘ranceand
Germany :
+Same arti. .3 were more ‘believable than othem
The Examiner, a tabloid, quoted a UFO expert who speculated. that the
washldingthebodlesota}laukﬂledmﬂymgsaucercrm
Another tablo:d. Weekly World News, said the case was part of a “cos-

' fmmwmrga

The Dallas. ﬁmes Herald's headline in 1981 said, “UFO report: Women,’

child say they saw ship, 23 belicopters™, and USA Today published stories about

I.heeasa

; 'l'hought It was a mllltary experiment
. While Mrs. Cash said she still doesn't know exactly what she saw un that.

deserted road in Texas, she never thought it was a flying saucer with lil-
tle men from guter space.
. Ipstead, because the object was surrounded by the helicopters, Mrs. Cash
.andeLandnunthmkltwasanuhtanexpenmmtthegovermnentlsm«
ing to.cover up. Mrs. Cash and Mrs. Landrum filed a $20 million lawsuit

NEWE

Betty Cash sifts through her medic
related to encounter with UFQ.

apainsi the government in Houston's federal court |
case was dismissed in August 1986,

In the October 1988 telecast of UFO Coverup? Liv
tities were prolected, said they'd been employed
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Night Terror in Texas: The Cash-Landrum Story
by John F, Schuessler

Roswell
Repoﬂ

he United States of America has

developed an awesome military might

aimed at protecting its cilizens from
intruders arriving by fand. sea. air, or space.
No warplane, ship. or missile can cross our
borders without detection. Yet. a phantom air
feet fas heen ohserved operating within these

{ borders. and government oflicials continue to

deny anv knowledge of the operations.

This is the story ot how three innacent
victims were harmed by this phantom fleet.
Two women and a small boy—Betty Cash.
Vickie Landrum, and

ber 29, 1980, it was operating across a large area ot
East Texas. As the numerous aircratl converged on a
spot in the East Texas Piney Woods near the small
town of Huffman, an automobile was also approach-
ing “ground zero,”

Betty Cash was driving. Her friend and emplovee.
Vickie Landrum, was riding in the front passenger
seat, Vickie's seven-vear-old grandson was standing
just behind the front seat between the two women.

Colb_v was the first to notice something happen-
ing in the skv ahead. He began pointing out the large.
unusual light coming their way.

Colby Landrum—drove
into the middle of a
military operation involv-
ing the lleet. and their
lives changed torever,
The fleet consisted of
one very larege unidenti-
fied tlving object and

By the time the women stopped
talking and took notice. the light
was huge and was descending
out of the sky as if to land on
the road. Betty slammed on the
brakes—the UFO was pouring
fire out its underside like a

Kl

more than 20 helicop-
ters. The UFO. shaped
like a diamond. was bigger than a jet airliner.
It could move slowly, hover. and fly. but it had
no wings, tail, or jet engines. Tts flicht patiern
contradicted the known laws of aerodvnamics.

The helicopter fleet. on the other hand,
consisted of well-known and easily recogmiz-
able aircrait. Key to the operation were the
many lwin-rotor helicopters. either CH-46
Sea Knights or CH-47 Chinooks. Also
involved were a large flying crane and several
smaller, faster, helicopter gun ships.

luis ditficult to know whether the
heficopter fleet and rthe huge UFO were
working together or whether they were
adversaries. Either way, the fleet moved about
seemingly without detection by military
delense forces. Today, the United Srates
government continues 1o deny their existence.
This was not a harmless fleet. On Decem-

N-$ siresch of FM 1485 (N of FM 2100) beswren
New Corev and Huffnan, 30 mi. NE of Howon

‘ocket. The three were territied,
atraid 1hey'd all be killed.

Although the evening was
damp and a chilly 40 degrees. the car rapidly heated
up as they sat waiching. The women opened the
deoors and climbed out. Colby screamed for Vickie to
et back in. which she did. Betty. though, walked 10
the front of the car, shielding her eves trom the
UFO's bright light. which they later said lit the
surrounding area like davlight.

After a few minutes. helicopters began sircaming
into the area. and the UFO rose into the night sky
southward to the Gulf of Mexico. The helicopters
followed, as though sieering its direction of flight.

When Beltv returned (o the car. the door was too
hot to touch with her bare hand. In no time, they
caught up with the formation. which was flying low
in the sky just ahead of them. Rather than chancing
becominy trapped again. thev pulled the car over 10
the side of the road. As they watched the drama
being plaved out in the sky just a short distance away.
another huge twin-rotor helicopter tlew in low over

t ertinped on page 3

The Roswell Declaration
continues to gain momen-
tum, Since October a year
ago. when the Roswell
initiative began. the Decla-
ration and position paper
have appeared in numerous
publications and on various
radio and television shows.

In the United Sates. the
three major UFO organiza-
tions—the Mutual UFO
Network, the Center tor
UFQ Studies, and the Fund
for UFQ Research—have
all endorsed the effort and
published the declaration.
Members of the Society tur
Scientitic Exploration have
also received copies.

The Declaration was
published in the October
(994 ( }mni magazine (cir.
713,000) and the tail 1994
{(Vol. 3. No. 1Y firerna-
tiewrad TIFCY Library
magazine.

The Declaration was
mentioned by Roswell
author Kevin Randle on
F.arry King's October 1
two-hour UFO special. in

See Roswell, page 2
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Cash-Landrum, from page |

their car, shaking them badly. At this point,
thev counted at least 23 helicopters. Other
witnesses later testified to having seen all these
helicopters,

Almost immediately alter the event. Beity,
Vickie. and Colby became ill. Their problems
started with headaches but within hours
developed into skin bums, vomiting, and
diarrhea. And that was only the beginning,

In the hours and days that followed, the
injunies mounted. The conditions were typical
of human exposure to radiation emissions—
swollen, painful. watery eyes, stomach pains,
vomiling, diarrhea, sores, scarring of the skin,
loss of skin pigmentation, loss of appetite and
energy, loss of weight, massive hair loss, blood
problems, embrittlement of bones. cancer. and
much more. Their enjoyable, normea! world
had been devastated.

Since government helicopters were
involved in the event, those of us working the
case contacted a number of government
agencies. We felt sure someone would have
the information 1o identify the type and extent
of the radiation exposure. With that informa-
tion, we believed, the healing process could be
speeded. Unfortunately, help was denied us at
every level. No one scemed 10 care that Betty,

Vickie, and Colby were the innocent victims ol

this military force’s interaction with a UFO.

Eventually. we filed a damage claim against
the U.S. government. a claim later denied. We
then fited for damages in tederal court. but an
unscrupulous judge in Houston refuysed even
to hear the evidence. The government cover-
up was allowed to continue. and Betty, Vickie,
and Colby never got their dav in court.

Some people have claimed that this “UFQ”
was a secret, nuclear-powered aircratt being
lown by military pilots. They have suggested
that the cralt was in trouble, spewing radiation
across the countrvside. The helicopter crews
were there, thev say. to cordon off the area
and clean up if the cratt crashed. If it recov-
ered and flew away, the helicopters would help
it find a sate location tor landing.

While the nuclear aircraft interpretation is
interesting, it is not based on facts. First, this
was not an aircraft as we know ir. 1t had no
wings, no tail. and no engines. In face, it was
Just a huge thving diamond. like something
from a futuristic ~Star Wars™ movie, and it
defied gravity as it flew. Second. by all reports.
the U.S. nuclear aircraft program had been

dead for a number of vears.

A more likely scenario is that the object
was unidentified and nwidervifiahle—a UFQ.
(t was probablv not operated by human pilots
and was not being controlled by the U.S.
government. However. the govemment must
have been fully aware of the operation and
have had helicopters standing by in case of a
crash. As part of their standard operations.
the helicopters probably carried security and
cleanup crews. Had the UFO crashed. these
crews would undoubtedly have sprung into
action to ensure that all evidence was
thoroughly removed and that no details of the
crash and cleanup were leaked. So [ar, the
uovernment's elforts have been successtul,

Unfortunatelv, the victims have suffered
areatly. Betty and Vickie have never been
able 10 work again. In fact. they have
survived the incident only because of their
own strong wills: Betty wanted (o see justice
done; Vickie wanted to see Colby survive to
adulthood. which he has.

Recently, because of the-rash of govern-
ment-sponsored radiation and nuclear
operational expenments that have come to
light in the past year and the resulting
lawsuits, 1 filed a second claim against the
(.S, povernment on behall’ of Betty. Vickie,
and Colby. That step has staned the bureau-
cratic process all over again. So far, | have
been through two separate government
agencies. resubmitted all the details, filled out
tnnumerable forms. and spent many months
waiting for replies. At this point. the paper-
work is being processed by a taceless
bureaucracy that fails 1o recognize thai the
victims are real people. Instead. humans are
seen simplv as numbers—statistics to prove
how much paperwork each agency has done.
f have found no one truly interested in the
victims as humans beings,

During the vears that have passed since
that tateful night in 1980, much mare
evidence has been collecied and recorded. 4
smokime gun has heen idenmified that will
soon be vxposed. Though | have previously
gone public with this basic storv. | have held
back manv of the details. Now, as a result of
the mounting evidence. | have resumed work
on a book: “Night Terror in Texas: The Cash-
Landrum Storv.” The time has come for the
details to be made a matter of public record. ¢

Cash-Landrum:
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By WILLIAM P. BARRETT
Houston Bureau

DAYTON — Vickie Landrum
doesn’t expect everybody 1o buy her
slory that a UFO flanked by 23
military helicopters doused her and
wwo others with radiation on a de-
serted East Texas road one night
last December, T

*[ never believed in UFCs before,

either,” she said, suddenly sitling

upright in the chair of her home. *1
am a religious person.”

But the focal police chief, Tony
Warring, a friend for 30 years,
vourhes for her credibility. Records

at Parkway Hospital in Houswon®

document the, fading eyesight, skin
blisters, recurring headaches and
temporary loss of hair she says he
has experienced. There are other
witnesses. A stale agency is investi-
gating, Professional UFO watchers
are excited.

*It’s one of the most significant
cases we have,” said Dr. J. Allen
Hynek, head of the Center {or UFQ
Stwudies in Evanston, il “The medi-
cal documentation is impressive.
This certainly falls in the category
of a close encounter.”

All this was more than enough
. for the Nalional Enquirer, the sen-
sational tabloid, to run the story last
month under a multicolor, top-of-
the-front-page headline. That is

— Siati map

Site was near New Caney

how “Scientist at NASA Confirms
UFO Terrorizes and Burns g Tex-

ans” came w0 greet mitlions of su-.

permarkel shoppers across the hal
lion the week of Aug. 11.

The scientist involved is John F.
Schuessel, an engineer for McDoo-
nell Douglas Corp. at the NASA
Johnson Space CTenter in-Houston,
who, as a hobby, has been investi-
gating UFQ sightings arournid Hous-

ton for 15 years. Contrary to the,

suggestion in the Enquirer headline,
his sleuthing activilies have no con-
nection at all with NASA.

“There is+no doubt at all that
something happened,” he said.
“And._there is little doubt that the
three persons were exposed to radi-
ation.” He said he has other wit-
nesses who saw either helicoplers or
the UFQ -— but not both together
— and medical experts 1o support
. the radiation claim. However, citing

their desire for privacy, he refused

to release their names, including

thase of the experts. .

Schuessel said there are only two
possible explanations for the inci-
dent. “Either the helicoplers were
chasing the object. or else they were

Niying with ik he said. “In either

case, the federal government should

know something.” He is preparing a

paper on the incident to be present-

ed al a UFO conference in Chicago
Sawurday. : .

DALLAS rime< HEfALD

7/21 /g

Lawyers for the three — Mrs.

Landrum, 52; her 7-year-old grand-

son, Coiby, who lives with her; and
a friend, Betty Cash, 57, all of Day-
ton — have filed formal requests
with the [ederal government under
the Freedom of Information ' Act
(FOlA) for any reports involving
the incident.

The three want to file a personal
injury lawsuit against the govern-
ment, in cffect alleging hit-and-run,

to recover what they sdid was more’

than $15,000 in medicil bills in-
curred because of the alleged radi.
ation exposure. But their lawyer,

Peter Gersten of New York City, -

acknowledged it would be difficuit
suing wilthout any concrete proof

that the government was involved, -

much less Lhat it was responsible for
the UFO. ‘ '

“[[ the governmenl says we have
ne reports, I'm afraid that's the end
of it unless someone, perhaps a pi-
lot, comes forward.” he said.

S0 far the miliary hasn’t re-
sponded formally to the FOIA re-
quesis, but spokesmen for the
Army, Navy and Air Force, as well
as the Defense Department, said last
week they know nothing about it

“[ keep getting c¢alls on this," said
Maj. Tony Geishauser, the spokes-
man for Fort Hood, an Army base
160 mites northwest that just hap-

‘pens to have several hundred heli-

caopters of the sort described by Mrs.

Landrum. “We did not have any -

choppers ‘up that night in East
Texas.”

The conly governmental reaction
s0 far has been {rom the Texas De-
partment of Health, whose Bureau
of Radiation Control is conducting
an investigation at the request of a
tacal legislator.

“It's highly doubtful we're going
to find anything, but we're look-
ing,” said.departmental invesiigator
Russ Meyer.

Mrs. Landrum is sure of what she
saw and what she felt.

“It was & UFO and we were
zapped,” she said, .

in separate interviews,’ she and
Mes. Cash gave this account:

Mrs. Landrum and Colby were
riding with Mrs. Cash in her car
about 9 pm. on Dec. 29 along a
ionely, twa-lane streich of FM 1485

.near New Caney, Montgomery

County. abcut 30 miles northeast of
Hiouston. About three miles ahead

they could see some sort of light in .
“the--air; ~‘orcasionally” obscured by

trees. As they drew nearer they

could see it was some sort of object

with orange and red_flame coming
from the bottom. ’ '
“Suddenly it got real bright,”

Mrs, Landrum said. “We could see

the cbject maybe 30 feet above the °

ground. I screamed for Beity w0
stop. Then | said, "Betty you might °

by

as well face it — this is it

Mrs. Cash said, “[ thought this
was going to be it." - ' -

What they said they saw was a
metallic, diamond-shaped object
with no visible markings. hovering
anywhere from 25 w 50 feet above
the ground. Mrs. Landrum said the
ohject was 25 feet high and (2 feet
across, although Mrs. Cash said it
was much larger, perhaps 50 feet
high and 25 feet across.

The women said they got out of
the car 10 look at the object.

“The road was oo narrow to turmn
around and we were blinded by all
the light,” Mrs. Cash said. She said
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By CATHY GORDON
Courier Staff

{Firstof two Parts)

tirends and neighbors these days,

.-+ preferring to keep to herself in her small
« trailer house in Dayton.

‘ | She has abandoned her plans to open a

new cafe in the town — plans that meant

| 50 mucha mere two months ago.

j Some days it takes all the energy she

. .
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- canmuster just to get out of bed. -

Betty Cash sees very little of her |,

It wouldn't be so bad, friends say, if the
sudden change in Betty was only mental;
butit’s physical as well.

. They first noticed the change the

evening of Dec. 23 when Betty began

complaining of a severe headache and &

bumning sensation that pierced het entire
Y.

By the next moming, she had
developed knot-like boils the size of 50-
cent pieces about her neck and head

- which would pop and flow warm, clear

n share

PAGE

“Near these spots patches of hair
fell out, leaving the crown and sides of

“her head bald and sare to the touch.

She spent most of January in the
hospital being treated for this condition,

. which doctors say is characteristic of

radiation poisoning. They will not reveal
the final diagnosis of her case. |

"It was as though ‘my doctor was
afraid. He told me I wag going to go
home, but he never did tel) me what was
wrong with me,” Cash said, adding it
was suggested that she wash her scalp in

terror of mysteriou

iodine every day to keep down the risk of
infection.

Since her release from the hospital,
Betty has continued te spend her days in
solitude. tucked away from the public
and questions people might ask about her
noliceable physical disorder ;
disorder she blames solely on a gtfagge
encounter she had with an unidentified
flving ubject the night of Dec. 29 near
New Caney.

*'It's just too coincidental,” Cash said.
“I was in excellent health before the

— -a._.

1

night I saw that l.lugg whatever it was.
"I used to have a thick head of hair thai
my hairdresser used p fuss over all the

: time. Now, it’s al) but gone. ™

- Cash, her friend, Vickie Landrum and
Vickie's grandson, C?Iby, 1, were en
route from New Caneyllo Dayton via FM
1485 about % p.m. on [L-c 29 when they
spotted what they déscribe as a “large
luninous object” hovering ahout one-

half mile upin the sky. |
Not knowing what it was, Cash said,
she kept driving towarq it, following the

i e .

S encounter

only route she knew {0 get to her home

about 38 miles away.
As they drew closer to the object, the

—
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light from it became more intense s 1

the heat it was emitting, she said. it was

then that she stopped the car for fear -
hituing the suspended “‘ball of hight" tha:

wasnow, she said, onty u block away.

“I'm sure we would have run right tn-- -

the thing if we hadn't stopped the cer -

Cash said. “The heat from that thing was ‘

See WOMEN, page 24 - -




“Women

Vlckie Landrum (left) talks with Botty Cash about thelr strange encounter they f eel Is respcnsible for

- their present physical conditions.

n3) -~ :

Frompage 1A

: unbelicvable, We had to turn ihe car's air

T - - ——— - —yindshield- insisted- that—it-

conditianer on — and it was a 40 degree
mght .2 -,

Vickie ‘Lafidrum joined in the lale of
‘he myslerigdsobject:

“Il was a§ if the whole sky was split-
ling ahead of us,"” Landrum said, adding
that “torch-like™ fire shot from the
middle-bottom of Lhe object, appearing
to ricochel off the tree's tops. “'The part
where the fice was coming out of the
thing — it logked to be the size of 2 waler
tank,” she said.

landrum said neither she nor Cash-
could define a shape for the object
because of the *'blinding’* light projected
from it. However, she said, Colby, who
was viewing the object through the car’s

“diamaond-shaped.”

“The DPght from it was just like
somneone, was up in your eye shining a
flashtight at 'un”" [andrem  suid.
“Maybe he ould see better from in the
car or somelhing, but we couldn’t tell no
shape toit. The light from it was glowing,
lighting up the whole road like it would
selitonfire.” .
. Cash said after 15 miaules or so, the

—HaG—

object began drifting upward {0 the right
of them, in a direction that looked (v be
somewhere between Humble and
Houston.

At that point, she said, they drove on
down the road, then stopped to turn onto
FM 2100,

It was then, Cash said, that she heard a
“terrible roaring sound” and tumed to
find 2 flock of 23 helicopters encircling
the object. “T counted thern — maybe to
help me think T wasn't gmng crazy,” she
said.

“Someone kndws where the hehcopters
came from,” Landrum said, adding that
she feels certain they encountered some
sort of military expetjment.

‘I'm not one to believe in fying
saucers.brnothing like that," she said. “I
think it's more likely it's something the
military is up to — why else would all
them planes be up there if they didn't
know what was going on?"*

Landrum says she alse connects her
suddeii loss of sight in her righl eye to
her encounter with this object. She has
been under a doctor's care since early
January for signs of cataracts that
started appeanng shorLly after Dec 29.
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“[U's as thoyh I'm secing everything
with a plastic covering over il," she said
of her left eye. ~“I'nt afraid I'm going to
tosc this ane too.”

" Landrum's physician said her eyes did
appear to he burned, but he did not
speculate on how they became so.

*All I'm really concerned aboul is how
all this is going to affect Colby," Lan-
drum said. ““He doesn't even like to enter
a dark room by himself unless I'm with
him. At least the nighimares don't
happen as much anymore.”

Landrum said once home she
saturated herself and Colby with baby oil
because they bolh were sunburned aboul
the face and neck. “T thought maybe

—-we'd just been-chupped-by the-wind or
something because we'd been out most of
the day,” she suid. “There wasn'l no sun
ouf that day. Il was real cloody. It
couldn't have been sunburn from the
sun."” :

“Whatever it was, we nced somme an-
swers, We know whal we saw and we
nied some answers,'’ she said.
Mounday: the investigation .-
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By Rebecca
Goodballet-Hamilton

DAYTON — A Dayton woman's
incredible story of an unidentified
flying object (UFO) is going to be
shown on the TV show *That's In-
credible’ within the next three or
four weeks. -

Mrs Vickie Landrum 57, 506 W.

Clayton said that it was about 9:15

p.m. on Dec. 29, 1980 when she and
her grandson Colby 7, and a friend,

Mrs. Betty Cash 52, were coming.

home from New Caney on F.M.
1485 when they noticed a diamond-
shaped object fiying.in the air.

Mrs. Landrurn said that Mrs,
Cash was driving and they watch-
ed the object come closer to the
road and hover over the trees
about 130 feet in front of them. “1
sereamed for Betly to stop,” she
said.

Tha three of them got out of the
car to see what it was and Mrs.
‘Landrum said, “It looked like the
whole woods and everything was
going to be set on fire.”

Mrs. Landrum described the ob-
ject as dull gray in color and a
flame was coming out of the bot-
tom. She said that the sound it
made was "horrible,” like an in-
Jensified flame-thrower.

on M@y

. She said that as the flame came
down, the object would rise and it
hovered there for about 12 to IS
minutes before moving off over to
the right side of the road.

Mrs. Landrum said that Colby
hagd gotten back in the car and was

‘
i
T
YT

screaming for her, so she was out-
side for only about two to four
minutes.

However, she said that Mrs,
Cash stayed outside for about six to
eight minutes, and when she got
back in the car she had lo use her

Colby and hts grandmother
Vtckte Landrum |

Page 128, Liberty, Texas
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Wu‘hm Three, Four Weeks

¢ Dayton Lady On * That’s incredible’

(Coatinued From Page 1)

Schuessler said that there are
countless episodes like this that oc-
cur all over the world. and that
these three people are atf showing
the resulis of radiaien peisoning.

Mrs. Landrum’s hair also began
to fall out in patches within six
weeks after the incident and she
said she also had blisters on her
body.

She said that Coiby had sorne
hair loss and some blisters on his
face and also had nightmares for
three months alterword.

Her eyes swelled until -she
thought they were going to split
and now she said she’s losing her
side vision.

Also, she said that neither she
ror Cotby can stand being around
any kind of heat, and to this day
she takeés a bath in cold water.

Their story has appeared in the
*‘National Enquirer’ and will now
be televised on *That’s Incredible.
Mrs. Landrum was hypnatized for
both interviews. “If you're telling
the truth you're not ziraid o be
hypnut;ued. If you're telling a lie

then you're afraid the lie will come
out,” she said.

Mrs. Landrum’s reason for talk-
ing to the media is that she wants
to find out what the object was and
who is responsible for it . *'] wish if
anybody knew about it thev'd come
forward," she said,

She said they reenacted the ex-
perience and filmed it just like it
happened. *“There is nothing [
wouldn't go through or do to find
out what it was and why it was
there, Somebody’s got to be
responsible for our dector bills,”

jar‘ket to hold the coor handle as it
was so hot.

Mrs. Landrum added that her
handprints are still on the
dashboard of Mrs. Cash's car.

As the object moved across the
sky, she said that they drove for
about fove or six minutes towarg
F.M.2100 and that they all counted
between 20 and 23 helicopters
following it,some with two seis of
blades. They couldn't get an ac
curate number she said, because of
the way the heticopters were mov-
ing, they couldn't be sure that they
were mMissing one or counting one
twice.

They were still able to see the ob-
ject and the helicopters as they
reached Highway 146 and even as
they came on into Dayton up to the
new bank, she said.

They had decided not fo tell

- anyone about the incident because

of the way they thought people
would react to such a story, she
said. She did not even tell her hus-
band, Ernest, urnitil three days later
when she had to put Mrs. Cash in
the hospital in Houston,

She and Colby got sick that
night,and Mrs. Landrum said that
when she went to check on Mrs.

i Cash the next day, she found her in

bed with lumps on her neck and
head and blisters on her body. She
said that she wasn'l even able to

get up to get a drink of water.

She said that she took Mrs. Cash
to her house and three days laier
admitted her to Parkview Hospita}
in Houston.

Mrs. Cash spent five weeks in the
hospital and Mrs. Landrum said
that the doctors couldn’t find out
what was wrong with her.
However, she said, that two doc-
tors say they believe it to be a sort
of radiation poisoning.

Mrs. Cash began to lose her hair
about 10 days after the incident
and did lose ail of it. Mrs. Landrum
said that she is now living in
Alabama with her mother because
she can’t take care of herself.

Mrs. Landrum said that they
have received an enormous
amount of help from John

_ Schuessler, a project manager fo:

McDeonnell-Douglas who
velunteers parttime for a non
profit organization, Vehicles Inter
nal Systemn Investigating Team
(VIS[T];
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Dayion Woman Whe Saw UFQ

To Be On

By LOUISE SHAW

DAYTON (Sp) — Vickie
Landrum, a 57-year-oid
waitress, will appear with
her 7-year-old grandson,
Colby, on ABC’s television
program ‘“‘That's Incredi-
ble” at 7 p.m. Monday
night to tell of their
frightening encounter
with an unidentified flying
object. )

Mrs. Landrum said it
was a cold,- cloudy even-
ing last Dec. 29 as she,
Colby, and a friend. Betty
Cash. were driving from
New Caney to Dayion
following a bingo game
when Coiby spotted_ the
strange object,

“We were about three

miles off FM 1485 on a’

lonely road when Caolby
screarned “‘Aunt Betty,
what's that.”

“Ilooked up and spotted i

& long cylinder bright
light about three miles
ahead.” Mrs. Landrum
said. “1 couldn’t figure
out what it was. It was
diamond in shape and just
seemed to suspend over
the trees. Every once in a
while a fire would come
out of it with a big whoosh
and it would move to the
right,” she added.

Mrs, Landrum said she
screamed at Mrs. Cash to
stop the car and they all
jumped out. Mrs. Cash
started to meove toward

the object as Mrs. Lan-

6”']'"?1

back.

“Colby was so frighten-

ed. The only thing I could
think to tell him was to

. look in the center for the

Lord. If it was him com-

ing back we had nothing -
to fear,” Mrs. Landrum :;

said. “In my heart 1 knew

it was not the Lord and 1
was scared. My main con-
cern was to console the :

child," she added.

She said the object I.
began to drift off to the i:

Mrs. Cash s now in
Alabama, still suffering
from burns, blisters,
weakness, diarrhea,
headaches, eye problems
and loss of hair. .

et

northwest and she saw [p.f

large double-rotary
helicopters heading
towards it. Colby counted

_ 23 helicopters.

Mrs. Landrum said
handprints where burned
into the dash of the car
where she was gripping it.

On the drive home, the
trio made a pact not to tell
anvone  of their ex-
periences for fear of being
called crazy.

It was later when they
became sick that thev felt
they had to come forth
with the tale,

On Jan. 3, Mrs. Cash
was taken to Parkway
Hosptial on I-45 in

- Houston with large red

knots under the skin.

- Tests revealed she was

not suffering from biood
clots as the doctor first
thought. Emergency
room personnel said she
'ooked like a burn vietim.
She was released when
additona! tests showed
there was nothing
physically wrong with
Meetn,

oir davs lafer. she @l

was back in the hospital
‘with the same complaint.
This time. .the doctor
wanted to know what the
ladies had not been telling
him. He was told of the
sighting and Mrs. Lan-
drwth saic the doctor Lold

1 her he believed her story.

Mrs. Landrum and Col-
by suffered the same
symptoms. but to a lesser
degree. She said all her
hair fell out and she is
having severe eye pro-
hiems.

Colby lost all control of
his bowels and Kkidneys.
*‘The child could not get
enough water. Even now, .
he drinks more than he
should and he.craves cold

. milk,” she s&id.

The three haye been in-
terviewed by Jobn F.
Schuessler. a mechanical
engineer employed as
McDennell-Douglas  pro-
ject manager for space
flight operations in Clear
Lake City. He is in-
vestigating her case in his
capacity as a volunteer
with Mutual UFO Net-
work.

pr. P. B Patil, a
specialist in cardiology
and internal medicine,
said he and his colieagues
hospiialized Mrs. Cash for
a tolal of about 3% weeks
FParkway

~She definitely had a bad
" burn on her face and her

hair was out in clumps in
two or three areas.” ne
said.

He said consultants
were called in, but “we
cannot say for sure what
causedit.” ) )

-

“Hospitel.

al S mweedmﬁe

drum begged her to come

Dr. Steve Chandler, a

Liberty optometrist,
treated Mrs. Landrum for |

her eye problemns. “There
was quite a lot of irrita-
tion and swelling, but I
don't know the cause of
it," he said. He said an
allergy to sunlight,
chemicals and other
things could cause the
same symptoms.

It was reported that
several others, including
an off-duty Dayton police
officer, spotted the object
and-or helicopters that
night.

Mrs, Landrum under-
went hypnosis by Dr. R.

"Leo Sprinkle, a

psychologist at the
University of Wyoming.
While hypnotized, she did
not rteveal additional
details, but her story did
not alter either.

Mrs. Landrum said she
was not trying to say the
object was from outer
space. In fact, she
believes the object
belongs to the Uniled
States or "that U.S. of-
ficials know what it was
because the helicopters
looked like military chop-
pers.

She said government of-
ficals deny knowing
anything about the object. -
But Mrs. Landrum won't
give up. “I've lived my
Jife.” she said. “but I was’
told my friend Betty is go-
ing to die and that in the
{uture Colby could suffer
feukemia. He is my maij
concern. They have got l0

“ackaowledge™ the objecr—“'“—"‘

and tell us what it was. so
we can get him help,” she
s a i d .

Mrs. Landrum told The
Sun Friday that the crew
from *That’s Incredible”
have built a ship like the
one she describes. She
will also undergo hypn051s
on the show,
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By BOB BORINO
AN INCREDIBLE UFQ sighting has left two women and a

: seven-year-old boy sutfering from the terrible effects of

, radiation polsoning,

': One of the viclims, Betty Cash, 52, has been forced to
" move from her home after the terrifying encounter with a 24-

i strong fleel of alien cralt,

She has suffered an agonizing headache lor more than three
I 'months sincethe incident; strange lumps have appeared on

" % her head and neck, and a Tot of her hair has fallen out.
'._' Her companion, Vickie Landrum 56, has sturted Iosmg her

;- sight, and even
} Landrum’ sgrand— :
i~son, Colby, is
:-'sufl‘ermg eve
problems. **He
-still has night-
mares,’” his .

shocked grand-
-mother adds.
At first, the two

T T ey

women kept quiet
- about their amazing experi-
ence because Lhey thought
“peopte would Jaugh at us
am} say we were crazy.”’,

But now, veteran UFO
investigator Bill English
says: “'IUs an incredible,
but an unimpeachable, case
-of three ordinary people who
find themselves suddenly
‘caught up_in events stranger

B R R L

fiction.’,
Sl Thetrmgh(mare begun last
Dge. 2¢ s they drove alonga
"Ionely Country road about
30 mileg from Houslon,
Texas.

Suddenty, *‘an exlremely
_ bright, luminbus object™

appeared in the night sky,

&

. 4han the wildesl science

It just kind of éxploded
from nowhere," Landrum
recalls. *'[t kind of hovered
over the road, blocking our
path.

"It was so bright that we
could not tell what was the
source of the light.”

Cash stopped 1he car, then
felt an incredible surge of
heat strike hér from the light.
It hit like a physicat blow."”
she toid GL(S E.

“If we hadn’t stopped,
I'm sure we would have run
into the thing and probahly
burned up.

*“The ocutside temperalure
was about 40 degrees, but 1

had to turn the air condi-

tioner on — and we could

E;—qq g v «/'vf
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LANDRUM (lolt) and cnsu,
comfort each other afters
bizarre UFO nlghtmare. Arrow |
on map Indicates scenes of |
" terrifying encounters. '

still fec! the heat.'

Landrum says: “The (hlng
where the fire was coming
from looked to be aboul the
size of a water tank, Colby
kept tclling us it looked like
a diamond wilh one end

She told GLOBE: ““The:
first thought that came to -
mind was that the world was }
endmg

Both women felt a sudden:
compulsion to approach the;
blinding object. -**Betty got’
out and siarted to walk to-:
ward it,” Landrum says. |
“1 started 10 get out, 100, '!
but my grandson was crying |

and carrying on so that I
went back to calm him."’:
Cash went several yards-
before the- heat forced her
back.

For another 15 mmmes !
‘the mysterious object hover-<
red in- from of them before:
"drifting away toward Hous-
ton, The three viciims drove.
-on but after threc miles they

rounded off."* 3.

“heard ""a terrible roaring

. sound,”™

:

says Landrum.

““We saw what looked like
helicopters circling around
the object.”” Cash counted
23 of them... *‘l counted
them to help me think I
wasn't going crazy.”’

The women watched the
craft maneuvering for a time
before the mystery tight and
the “*helicopters™ vanished.

The three then drove home ;
to Humble, Texus. “"Whenl
got home | had a splitting
headache,”” says Cash,
*and there was a burning
sensation thdat seemed (o
pierce my body.

“t haven't been free of

. that heaache for more than"

‘2 half hour since,”
By next morning, she had
developed knot- like boils

| the size of 50-cent pieces on

her neck and head., The
lumps keep relurning, oozing
a clear, warm fluid. Then
patches of hair began falling
out, ,
* Meanwhile. Landrum-
says, she and Colby ‘‘felt as
though we had a bad sunburn
around 1he face and aeck. |
lost some hair, but most of

it hus grown back.”

JGLOBE that she suddenly

-
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Landrum's doctor told

began developing cataracls.

¥Yet she adds: “Belty got
‘the: worst of it because she
got out of the car 1o inves-
tlgate

Cash spent most of Jan-
uary in Parkview Hospital,

Houston, but her condition
baffled doctors because she
didn't 1ell them about the
UFQO encounter.

S | ﬁnally told lhem the
second time 1 went in,”* she
says. ‘'] was afraid they
waould taugh atme and tell me
1 was crazy.’

Her doctor, who asked
GLOBE not to publish his
name, says: “'She had all the
signs ‘of radiation poisoning
when 1 first examined her,
but} thought that ridiculous
and dismissed it.

“Then, when she told me
what she had seen — and felt
— it made sense."

The women's story: has
*totally convinced' velcran
UFO investigaldys Bill
7 English, of the Aerial Phe-

' plain the extraordinary ingi-

zation in- Tucson, Arizona,
and John Schuesster, a d, :
NASA engineer in Houston,
Their investigation, back-
ed by GLOHBE checks of
military _installations in the
arca, revesls no aircraft
movements that night 10 ex-

dent. English says he be-
Jlieves the helicoptcrs were
“‘unmanned probes,’’ some-

| thing like our moon landers,

that were attached to the

- main UFQO.

GLOBE's rescarch re-
* veals that another diamond-
" shaped object was sighted at

 the end of November on a

- country toad ai Liberty,

. about 40 miles from the spot
* where the light confronted
; Cash and Landrum.

One “witness, Liberty
reahor Nellie Zedick, 58,
who wus traveling with her
duughter and,son-in-law,
says: ~*We didn't get closer
than a mile or so, and it kept
moviag, but it was definitely
diamond-shaped with a slight
" rounding #t one end.”’

Meanwhile, Betty Cash
has been forced to postpone
_plans to open a restaurant
and has moved 10 Fairfield,;
- Alaska, lo recuperate.

She says: [ just hope and
pray l.get better soen.””

YT

S 3 T

nomenon Research Organi- |,
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|Launch effects on env1ronment gauged
.| Arsoclated Press

Each time a space ship
is launched, there is a vast,
hot. acid exhaust cloud.
NASA wanis to know what
the cloud does to plant

;I life.

“We are moving along in
the environmental areas,

‘|reviewing effects of shui-

tles on vegetation," says
Dr. Wiltiam M. Knott, “We
are determining which
plant will grow.”

KENNEDY Space Cen-

ter encompasses 140,000

-acres, mostly on Merritt

Istand, including 80,000
acres of land mass. There
are citrus groves and na-
tive vegetation. “Of con-

cern,” Knott said, “is the -

exhaust ¢loud. We are
using plants seasitive to
hydrogen chloride gas,
which combined with

*{rain} might produce acid

rainout.”

At earlier launches
vegetation was sampled for
tnjury, and damage was
found to be extremely
small. “Shuttles,” Knott
'said, “’are designed to go at
much greater frequencies.

40 annually — day or night

— under light or dark

condmons It m:ght be ad- :
- . ,5‘

e ISP .._...n*.‘::n"*v-ﬁ-o

Soon there may be 20, 30 or *

a W\q‘thwﬁ"- RTINS

visable to restrict launch
times.

‘‘“The program is a
long-range look at vegeta-
tive pattetns. Are we dolng
something subtle tocause a
vegetative patternchange?
The work includes remote
sensing of things in the
same place, including
weeds. Are any new ones
appearing? Low aerial
photographs are compared
with old photos to deter-
mine any real or detri-
‘-mental changes in the

* normal ecology.”

THE SPACE Center
acreage includes a national
wildlife refuge. invited to
locate there so that eftects

and

space laboratm |es

N s /os.s
* ogJ'ec‘!" 045“"‘/‘

= e

“"““!%":"wm-tm wrren: TN

of launches on animals
may be checked, and a
national beach, The mete-
orological data is conlined
to a one-mile ground band
on Merritt Island. The
American Institute of Bio-
logical Sciences oversees
the project.
Ground-water quality,
rain samples, air quality,
noise and weather patterns
will be recorded. So will
soni¢c boom over-pressures
generated by Lhe space
shuttle's descent to the
landing site — the natign’s
largest runway, nearly
three miles long and wide

enough for two reusable -

space craft to land with
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DAYTON (AP) — Two women
and a 10-year-old boy have sued the
U8, government, se $20 million
in damages for injuries they claim to
have received when they encoun-
tered an unidentified flygl;'ﬁiobject
hovering above a oounh'{m
i O

er 10-year-o X y
Landrum, are seeking paymen{ for
medical treatment after suffering
chronic illness and injuries from
what they claim was radiation that
beamed at them from a hovering
UFO three years z:ﬁ:. .

A lawyer filed suit in a Hous-
ton federal court on Wednesday.

The three claim in the that
the federal povernment is somehow
involved should be held responsi-
ble for their medical care,

The incident occurred around 9:30
p.m. Dec. 29, 1980, while Cash, Lan-
drum and the youngster were return-
ing home from a bingo game.

Object glows in sky

As they drove along a country
road seven rniles ougde of New
Carney, lih“et;;le noticed a bright object

sky.

The object hovered 60 to 80 feet
above the road and had such “intense
brightness and glow that they

dn’t make out 1S shape,” said Pe-
ter Gerston, a New York attorney
represe b}ectcm af.i'ead her fmd&

e 0 was ve
off so much heat andmm% that ash
and her friends could drive no far-
ther, Gerston sald.

They got out of the car for awhile,
said Gerston, and Cash rested her
hand on thé vehicle. When she re.

noved her hand, he said, she found it
ad left a permanent imprint on the

Y NN VNN ‘Jamages

ar. :
Landrum said the group then
rove down the road, stopping at a
small graveyard. She said they
counted 23 helicopters near the ob-
Lect, but Gerston said they were una-
le to determine whether the chop-

VICKi LANDRUM ‘SAW'® UFO
« « « wants paid heaolth core
pers were escorting the object or

1

For a few days after the incident,
the three people suffered severe
headaches, nausea, swollen earlobes
and eyellds, diarrhes and facial biis-
ters, Gerston sald, The health of
Cash, who received the most expo-
sure, “became much worse,” he said
She was admitted to Parkway Hospi-

 {al for one week and later for two
more weeks, :

Gerston said that in the year fol-
lowiniﬁ the event they were chronie-
ally ill and Cash was “in and out” of
the ital from Oétober-to Decem-
ber 1981

Cash and her friends still -
ence some of the symptoms
time to ime, incl nausen, loss
of appetite, skin blot and blis-

In their suit, Cash, Landrum and
the boE asked for damages totalling

$20

‘Gerston sald his ciients also want
to determine what type of radiation
they had been exposed to so they

could seek appropriate medical

treatment.
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Three People Flle Lawsult
Over Alleged UFO Injuries.

DAYTON Taxas (AP} -
Three Dayton, Tezas, people
filed & lawsuit in & Houston
federal court this wasek

" ageinst the U.S. government,
i eeeking damages for injuries

- they claim to -have received
when an unidentified flying

' object ambushed them on a
country road. .

Betty Cash, 64, Vicki Lan—
drum, 60, and her 10-year-old
_grandson, - Colby Landrum
: are seeking payment for med-
“ical treatment afler suffering
" chronic illness and injuries
from what they claim waes ra-

gdutmn that beamed at them -

£ ‘from a hovering UFO three

, years ago. A lawyer filed the

. guit in a Houston federal

court on Wednesdey. -
The three claim in the suit
_that the federal government

is somehow involved ang
should be held - reaponslb!e-
« for their medical care.

i The incidest occurred

aronnd 930 p.m,. Dec 29

b - a P,

ke .‘.‘ .
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1980, while Mrs. Cash, Mrs.
Landrum end .Colby Lan-.
drum were returning home
from e binge game.

" Ag they drove along a coun:

- try roed seven miles outside

of New Caney,. Toxas, they
noticed a bright object glow-
ing in the sky, )

The object hovered 60 to 80
feot above the road and had
such "‘intense hrightpess and

glow that they couldn’t make
out its shape,™. said Peter’

Gerston, 2 New York attor-
ney representing Mre. Cash
and her friends. - -
‘Thé object wes flammg and
gave off so much heat and
light that Mrs. Cash and her
friends could drive no furth-
er, Gerston said. .
. They got out of the car,
Gerston said, and Mys, Cash
rested her hand on the vehi-
cle. When she removed her
hand, he said, she found it
hed loft a pemanent imprint
on the car.,

RN T A " P

" Mrs. Landrum said they re-
turned and drove down the
road . stopping at a small
graveyard. She ssid they
counted 23 helicopters near
the object, but Gerston said
they were unable to deter-
mine whether the choppera
were- escomng the object or
pureuing it.

For a few days after the in-
cident, the three people

suffered severe- headaches, -

nausea, ewollen earlobes and
evelids, diarrhea and facial
blisters, Gerston said, The
health of Mrs. Cashy, who

received the most exposure,

“became much worse,"” he
said. She was admitted to

Parkway "Hospital for one-

week and iater for two more
weeks.

Gerston said that in the
year following the event they
were chronically ill and Mrs.
Cash was “in and out’’ of the
hospital {rom October to De-

. cember 1981.

-Mrs. Cash and her friends
still .experience some of the
symptoms from time to time,
including nausea, loss of ap-
petite, skin blotches and
blisters, the lawyer said.

The three have twice filed
administrative claims for
medical treatment with -the

Rym—

Air Force, but' were refused
help each time. Gerston quot-
od one Air Force statement ap
saying, “our investigation
has revealed no evidence of
involvement by any military
personnel, equipment or air-
craft in this alleged inei--
dent.”

Gerston, who hag
represanted several organiza-
tions in -lawsuits related to
UFOs, said he believes that:
finding *'no evidence'’ means
Air Force investigators mere-

_ly did not have access to high-
Ay ¢lassified information.

Gerston said the incident-
also was witnessed by a depu-.
ty sheriff. :

Mrs. Cash, Mrs. Landrum
and Colby Landrum asked in
their suit for damages totall-
iag $20 million.
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_Da ton?-Woman Sues

| 0 In ]unes

.Chronic illnesses’ have plagued
 Mrs? Landrqm, her 10 -year-old .
grandson, "lby Landrum ‘and- 2.
Betty Cash; 54; aftet their suppos- .

“ ed Décember 1980 encotinier wrth
an unidentified fiying ob]eet

The -wonien .and.. the boy have
sued: the g
ing $20 mﬂl lon:in E‘ramages foii in-
juries they’claim Were ‘caused by

- radiation”emitted from 'the ‘UFQ-.

that’ hovered—above them, utmde
ofNewCaney e
They -say-.the. federal go\rern-
“ment is’ “somehow. - mvolved and--
should pay for their medical care.
" “She’ gets_,very upset ‘when'she -
has to talk to*anyone.about this, "
a daughter-i <law.:0f+ Mrs, Lan-.‘
druni ‘said Saturday “She hasn’t"
.even: been ahle‘- to- go outside'

'&l\i

A New York _lawyer
. ting Mrs.

“fered’ seye ”beadaches, fausea,.
: swolleii~ éariohes ‘and- . eyelids,
. diarrhéa -and: faefal’ b]lsters for’a.
few days after théincident. -
The health of - Mrs Cash, who
received the most -exposure,
detenorated substautlally, -at-

. torney PeterGérston said.-

- Shewas —adrmtted to Parkway
HospitaI‘ for” bne. week dnd later.
two weéks. She-was in and out of
L the.: hos;nta 2y

~ - stil) exper:ence nausea, loss of ap--
] petlte ‘skin blotches and blisters. -
. Gerston has.: represented‘.
) several orgamzatmns in lawsun.s
o related t UFQ i b

e from:a*.bingo.

- ‘-‘,se'vén _miles ‘outside: -.”
" about his cliehts’ chances of winn-

govemment seek- :

Cash, “Mrs.” Landrum =~
- and’ ColbyLandrurn said. they, suf- :

Gctobe_r tbrough- '

" -"radiation they had beenexposed
.-t0 s0.they could seek appropriate

The “object was flaming .and

. gave off so much heat and light

. that Mrs.: ‘Cash and her friends
Feould’ dnve no- farther, Gerstoa
added. " -

They got ‘out of the car for
-awhile and Mrs.-Cash rested her
hand on the vehlcle When she
+ removed her hand, he said, she
‘found it had left a permanent im-
_ print ofi the car.

Drlving away, ‘they counted 23
hellcopters near-.the object, but-
. Gerston said they were unable to
determme ‘whether. the choppers
“were escortmg the obJect orT pur-
suing it. '

“The three" have twice ﬁled ad-
-ministrative claims for medical
“treatment with the Air Force, but
‘were reéfused help. each time.
.Gorston. quoted. one "Air. Force
' statement as saying, ““our in-

' vestlgation has " revealed no

‘evidence of involvement by any’
-~ military- personnel,. equipment or

alrcraft in'this alleged incident.” -

Gerston Said” finding ‘“‘no
eVidence” mheans--Air Force in-.
vestlgators ‘merely did not have

= access -to’ highly’ classﬁied in-

t,’ormatmn )

The .. incident - has been in-
_depentently ‘investigated, said
_Gerston,. by John Schuessler,. a
National Aeronautics- and Space
" Administration engineer who-has
specialized in a study of UFOs.

" Gerston said the incident also

,was witnessed . by - a deputy

shentr . L e
- Mrs. Cash, Mrs Landrum and*
quby ‘Landrum asked in their suit
for damages totalling $20 million.
-Gerston said his clients want
also to determine what type of

». medical treatment: )
~*“The government has.all along’

 dented any responsibility for the
“’incident, he said.. #“They -are not

=w11hng to  ¢ome’ forward and

~‘reveal- the:type of ob]ect to help-
“three-people.” . - .

Gerston sald he is’ ophrnistic.

~ing the'suit: ‘1t we can show the
rincident happened =~ and we can

=:-’--— ‘than-‘they . (the ‘government):

have to show the;‘r re not responsi-'.
“ple N ’
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oo LA.S VEGAS, Nev, (AP) — A special .
team of scientists and engineers based in -

this desert gambling resort where high-
-stakes showdowns are common think

about unthinkable stakes every day..

They are the Nuclear Emergency Search
Team, known as NEST, a little-known
element of America’s nuclear program.
And its 200 members hope there is no
cayse to change that. :

> “Their job Is to be ready il terrorists
ever Ty to hold an American city has-
tage with a nuclear device. They are
charged with finding and disarming ter-
rorist nuclear weapons. And tallure
would mean catastrophe.

With International terrorism on the in-
crease and a growing capability for
many to produce such devices, the threat
of a crisis is taken seriously. **We think
the potential for it happening exists,”
says Mahlon Gates, 63, a retired Army
general who heads the Nevada Oper-
auum Office of the Depanment of Ener-

Cal LTI
LR Py -

gy and runs the country” s auclear testing
ptogram. . ;

“There's a -potential there, and it it
happerus we've got to be ready. My great-
est {ear is that some terrorist group hop-
Ing to gain political advantage of some
kind would see lit to carry out a threat.
I'm more afraid of nuts within the United
States than terverists from abroad.”

There -have been 70 nuclear-related
threats made since a wave of terrorism
swept America in the early 1970s. Twenty
of those were deemed valid enough by
the F'BI to warrant further investigation,
and NEST operatives have responded in
several instances. To date they have not
encountered any nuclear device.

NEST -spokesmen say a real crisis

would present critical choices:

@ Do you risk panic by announcing a
auclear-mandated evacuation of 2 major
city?

3 Do you delay evacuation and risk

Wmn R e e A e e e Do
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thousands, perhaps ‘hundreds of thou-
sands of lives? _

. B U a device is found, do you risg .
challenging booby traps that are likely to

be a part the deadly package?

NEST was born in 1974, the outgrowth
of a nuctear threat against Boston. For-
tunately, the threat was a hoax, but gov-
ernment officials found themselves with-
out a plan for responding and confusion

. reigned.

When the threat was over, Gates told
his superiors in Washington: “Enough of
this. Give me a mission to respond to and
we'll develop the capability.”

The natfon’s elife nuclear [ire depart-
ment was born three monihs later as
Gates surrounded himself with some of
the finest minds in the nuclear weapons
business.

Today, by law. any nuclear threat is

torwarded to the FBL It the threat ap-

S

disarm terrorist N-@‘"@ﬁ@@ﬁs

pears valid. recordings or copies of the
© message are sent to NEST's threat as-

© [ sessment group, the Emergency Action

- and Coordination Team. The feam in-
cludes scientists .from Lawrence Liver-
tmere, Los Alamos and Sandia .nuclear

laboratories ptus the Nevada Operations

Ofiice.

The team is required to respond 1o

NEST's threat assessment office in Lthe

- hasement ¢l a Germantown, Md., build-
ing within two hours,

“‘The message is analyzed hy different
peapte for diiferent things,” Gates says.
**The scientists try to determine whether
the person knows what he's talking
about. Does be understand nuclear the-
? ory, nuclear reaction? Are the words
©oright? .

“Qiher growps examine the threat
from the point of view of psycholinguis-
tics —
mind speaking here?"

II EACT decides the lhreat is real a

- R 3

Is the guy nus? Is this a ranonal,

NEST team is dep!o;»ed from a nonde-

script brown hangar across from busy
McCarran luermational Airport in seuth:
east Las Vegas.

The callup could be a simple one —a .

handful of scientists to help officers track

dawn stolen uranium such as they did in -

Wilmingten, N.C. Or it could be similar
to a 1975 incident when 40 men searched
for a nuclear device in an exiortion
threat against Union Oil Co. in Los Ange-
les. No device was found.

All 200 members have been called out™

oniy once. in the wintér of 1978. in Oper-
ation Morning Light, they tracked down
chunks of a “'hot"” Russian saretlite that
disintegrated over Canada.

NEST members have also been used
to monitor radiation during the Three
Mile Island crisis and to advise authori-
ties at the cenventional bombing of Har-
vey's Resort in Laks Tahoe. In the lattey
case, it was “because we can look intd

the black box and teil what's there," -

Gates said.
If NEST is deployed ta seek out a nu-

= b e et ._.._ T e Lo -

clear device, a call also goes to the N
tlonal Military Command Center lor or
nance dispesal units from one of !
designated Army bases around 1]
country. )

“Va. think a terronst might boot
trap :he device because he would want
protect it until some catastrophic m
ment when it would ¢etonate, Ereechir
the booby trap is the Army's job,"” Gat
said. . Wt

- H the location of the device is'spells
out, team members respond there, if :
exact iycation is not given, NEST mer
bers begin searching with equipme:
stored in the Las Vegas hangar.

The equipment is containerized ar
ready to move ot an hour's notice -
either by wide-bodied commercial ai
cralt or C-141s from the Military Airli
Command at Scoit Air Force Base, 0.

The eguipment includes a self-co
talned power generating plant “in cas
we get stuck somewhere in the bOOmes,
Gates says.

[ W
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Government officials new targets
n UFO ‘Watergate’ trial

are being staggered by a

G OVERNMENT authorities .
flurry of lawsuits in which

lawyers accuse them of
a UFOQ coverup so mas-
sive that investigators
describe it as a “cos-
mic Watergate.”

Tenacious UFO experts —
and shaken conlactees — are
determined to use thousands
of pages of previously super-
secret governmenl data to
prove that exiraterresirials
already have landed.

Larry Bryant, director of
the Washington-based

[ By curr LINEDECKER |

Citizens Against UFQ Secre-
cy (CAUS), insists the gov-
emment is hiding the bodies
of aliens killed in a series of
devastating flying-saucer

“crashes.

**This is a public issue on
the scale of Watergate,”" he
charges.

Bryant poinls to an in-
credible document dated

ly pried loose from the FBl as
evidence to back up his aslo-
nishing claim. The memo
reads:

‘“*An investigator for the
Air Force slated that three so-
called flying saucers had
been recovered in New
Mexico.

“‘Each one was occupied
by three bodies of human
shl:ilpc but only three .feet
tall.”’

March 22, 1950, and recent-

January 2¢ BUEXAMINER 43

Although the suit was
thrown out of court by Dis-
trict Court judge Oliver
Gasch, in Washington, other
troubling UFO suits must
still be deall with.

Investigators and contac-
tees have taken advantage of
the Freedom of Information
Act to pry loose mounds of
previously secret documents
from the Air Force, FBI,
CIA, NASA and other gov-
ernment agencies.

Three Texans — Betty
Cash, Vicky Landrum and
Mrs. Landrum’s grandson,
Colby, now 9 — are demand-
ing a whopping $10 million
in a damage suit against the
Air Force — which they
claim is panly responsible
for injuries they suffered in a
chilling brush with a fiery,
diamond-shaped UF(Q on
December 29, 1980.

They complain they suf-
fered from symptoms similar
to radiation poisoning after
the harrowing ordeal,, includ-
ing hair loss, blistered skin,

loss of appetite,
nausea, psycholo-
gical problems —
and by Colby —
progressive blind-
ness.

And, they say,
the government
shares responsibil-
ity for their injuries
because the UFQ was sur-
rounded by more than 20
helicopters similar to those
used by the military.

They claim that the bright-
1y lighted UFO hovered over
the road in front of their car,
radiating intense heat and

coLBy LANDHUM suffers psycho-
logical problems and blindness,

shooting flame toward the
ground,

Their claim was rejected
on grounds there was no
proof the helicopters were
owned or operated by the
U.S. government, but the
ruling was appcaled.

. WHOPPING LAWSUI’T was fﬂed by Landrum fleft), Betty

Cash and Mrs. Landrum's grandson.




$10

By Britt Hall
Staff Beporter

DAYTON — A former Dayton

wotnan and two Dayton residents
filed a $10 mitlion law suit against
the U.S. Government recently ina
Houston federal court in connec-
tion with an alleged encounter
with what her attorney called “'an
unconventional aerial object.”

The woman, Betty Cash, 54, of
Birmingharn, AL, and Vicki Lan-
drum, 60, and her grandson Colby
Landrum, 10, both of Dayton,
claim they ‘were exposed to an
unknown type of radiation when
they were driving hore from a
bingo game ot FM 1485 near New
Caney at 9:30 p.m. December 29,
1980,

The three claim in the suit the
federal government was
somehow involved in the incident
and should pay for their medical
expenses, said their attorney,
Peler Gersten.

Gersten, an attorney from Tar-
rytown, NY who has been involv-
ed in UFO suits ageinst the
federal government before, said
the trio suffered severe physicai
problerns following the incident
and still have recurring symp-
toms such as severe headaches,
nausea, swollen earlobes and
eyelids, diarrhea and .facial
biisters.

Million Su
Filed By Dayton ]

- Gersten said Cash and the Lan-

_drums were driving.along a coun- ~-

try road seven miles from New
Caney when they saw a bright
glowing object in the sky.

He said the object was flaming
and gave off so much heat and
light the group could travel no far-
ther, stopping on the roadside.

He said they got out of the car
and Cash placed her hand on the

Ta ¥

ujt Over QfO ) .
esidents

* hood of the car, leaving & perma-
nent imprint on “her 1980
Oldsmobile.

Gersten said the trio returned to
the car and drove down the road,
stopping at a small cemetery.

Mrs. Landrum counied 23
helicopters near the object but

. couldn't determine if they were

escorting it or pursuing it,
Gerstensaid.
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weresting nCws  SLorics

*  scem [ocuscd ‘on onc
particulac arca. No, not the Fair-
ficld Fall Follinge Fcsiival, which
incidently T would've ade this

year if | hadn’t had 10 wash the  [¥%

picknp. No, I'm talking about
“spacc.” Space is wher it's av

You will recall that last week ai-
lention was focuscd on an alien
spaceship that supposcdly landed
somewlicre in the Sovict Union. 1

“belicve the town's name  staricd

with a4 "V” and was (ollowed by
about 14 other consonants. [ don’t
know why they don’t throw in a
few morc vowcels and give their
LONgues 1 rest.

Alicr all the hoopta, it was lcar-
ned thit the story originated from a
few  Vkrskisxz  childrén,  This,

adong with the fact that the bizarre |

stones that were supposedly lcht
behind by the craflt were actually
iron oxide, tend to makc onc be-
ticve that perhaps the story was ¢x-
aggermed,

Peesonally, | belicve the kids. |
Just don't-think they’d make up a
story about 13 foor, three-cyed, no-
nosed alicns. 1 only hope picwres
were Gaken. Of course,- [ know
they'll took kke all the other pic-
wres of supernatural  occurences,
You'll sec a blurred image that, il
you sgquint, looks faintly tike the
il of the Loch Ness monster.
From a difterem angle i night be

e .

Big Foot descending 2 hill.

For me, the importance of the
story docsn’t rest with the sighting
itsell. It*s significance lics in the

fact that the Soviet National News

Agency, TASS, acwally printed the
swry. They didn’t scem 0o overly
concemcd that the Soviet citizens
might panic if informed about a
possible alien visit. All of the lvans
and Gweneldas sull went to work
the next day and produced their
quok of defcctive wactor lires.

[ guarantec you, in this country,
ere’s no way the govemment
would sponsor such a siory, Lrue or
nol. Just a lew years ago two ladics
and a child received radiation
burns aficr viewing some kind of
vchicle being followed by a bunch
of hclicopier_looking things on a
Texas road not too far from my
house. The Air Force denicd any of
it happened. “No, we didn't have
23 helicopters near New Caney.
Nothing . sltowed up on radar. We
belicve the bums actually came
rom u Ronco Bug Zapper that
went awiry.”

Oh well, on tha panticular Right

the Air Force was probably testing
a way o engage the landing gear
on on¢ of its B-1 bombers and the
experiment truned nasty. I can sce
where ncws of malfunction in a
nuclear wheel engager might cause
a stir,

Anothcr space siory of a more

"7 positive nature centers around the
. Atlantis mission. While I've oficn

questioned  the  wisdom  behind
naming a shuule after a lost con-

. tinent, 1 am fascinated by the mis-

sion. Have you been rcading about
what all Galileo is supposcd to do?

Let's scc, once launched by AL
lantis, Galileo will circle Venus a

time or two, come back by Earth

and then hurl iself toward Jupites.
It’s going back and forth just to
build up speed. By the time it ncars
Juptier (in the year 1995) it will be
moving at over 100,000 mph,
While that's no where ncar warp
speed, it is somewhat fasier than a
Domino’s Pizza truck-on a Friday
evening run.

At some point, Galilco will re-
lcasc n probe thal. will zoom
towards Jupitcr. This is where it
gets hairy. This 5-foot capsule will
slam into a gravity 400 times -
greater than Earth's. Then a parach-
uie is supposed to comc aul to slow
the thing a bit more. There will
probably be a bit of jolt when the

chute opens.

Whilc drifting down; the capsulc
is likely to be hit by lighting bolts
100 times stronger than lighting on

THE CITIZEN Sundav Octaber 22 1080 Pana 14

. Interesting space stories circling

would have o sy thae §
this month's mosl in-

Earth. I don’t know whay king of
metal surrounds the probe, but 1've
got a feeling it's from a source that
atone time was located semewhere
ncar New Cancy.

And, what is the mission of this
suicide probc? Well, belore it
disimegralcs it’s pgoing 10 tel!
scientists back home how much
helium is in tic aumosphere of
Jupiter. Now, that information
wouldn't do 2 great deal for me,
but that's *cause U don’t know how
much is supposcd 1o be there. But,
a few smant people in Houston will
ke the helivin figure and coms up
with information about the origin
of the Solar Sysicm. I wouldn’s
understand it if they explained it to.
me, real slow. .

One thing that even 1 will be a-
blc to appreciate li'rom the mission
is the images that are duc @ be.
radiocd back to Earth. These pic-
wrcs should be scveral times better
than those acquircd from the two
Voyager voyages. 1 love planct pic-
tres, T .
The wechaology involved in this
cntire cadeavor is fuscinating. But
it docs give risc o a major puzz-
lement, Why is it we can send an
object to take some great pictures’
of a plancl over t{lvo billion milcs
away, amcd we can’t get one decent”
snapshot of a UFO siuing right
here in our own backyard? And,
whit about onc unblurred Big Fool
picturc, 15 that asking 100 much?:

» Hayter is a regional columnist,
syndicared by Rooftop Syndicate.
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‘U. S test gone wﬂd brmgs suit

3 in Dayton claiming damage for exposure to flying object

By John Kelso

American-Slatesman Staff

DAYTON — Vickie Landrum,
62, used to work as a waitress at
the Truck Stop Cafe on Texas 321,
about seven miles north of here.

But these days she spends most
of her time sitting inside her med-
est home hiding from the sun. She
does not work anymore. She de-
scribes her life as that of a hermit.

Landrum’s friend, Betty Cash,
586, used to own the cafte, formerly
a popwlar spot for truck drivers
hauling logs and other goods. But
the cafe is closed now. Cash moved
to Birmingham, Ala,, in early 1981
to live with relatives. She needed

someone to take care of her. She,

too, stays out of the sun.

Both women have not worked in
years because they suffer from
many medical problems, among
them sensitivity to sunlight.

Sunlight makes Cash break out
in big water blisters, she said.

Landrum, a member of this
small rice and soybean farming
community about 40 miles north-
east of Houston, used to enjoy tish-

ing. She still does, but she goes only

at night. :!;he sun causes too much

,

Vickie
Landrum
says of
flying
object: ‘|
was
thinking
this was
the end.’

pain, she says.
Because of their medical trou-
bles, Cash, Landrum, and Lan-

drum’'s 1l-year-old grandson,
Colby, are suing the federal go-
vernment for $20 million. They say
that while driving on a country
road Dec. 28, 1980, about 20 miles
from Landrum’s house, they re-
ceived radiation poisoning from a
mysterious, diamond-shaped fly-
ing object the size of a small water
tower. They contend that the ob-
ject was not a spaceship, but 'was
surrounded by military helicop-
ters. Although they have no proof
of it, they say that it was a govern-
ment experiment gone awry.

“I don't believe in UFOs,” Cash
said. "I've had people call me and
say, ‘You mean there were iittle

green men on it?’ And [ tell them,
‘Well, if there were any on it, [
didn't see it.”

Cash and Landrum say the hell-
copters they saw were large and
were equipped with two rotary
blades. According to Jay Miller, a
fiight expert in Texas, that descrip-
tion fits CH-47s, or Chinooks, which
are primarily Army cargo
helicopters.

The case is awaiting action in
the court of U.S. District Judge
Ross Sterling in Houston. Govern-
ment attorneys have asked that the
case be thrown out. “There's no
cause of action,” said Frank .Con-
forti, 'the U.S. attorney handling
the case for the government.

Willlam Shead, a lawyer repre-
senting the three, admits that the
case is differeni. Shead is 3 mem-
ber of Mutual UFO Network Inc. in
Seguin. The network investigates
UFO sightings and has spent count-
less hours checking out this one.

“There hasn't been much in the
legal system about this” kind of
case, he said. "I really don't have
any theories on it. I do teel like the

government knows what it was but

we don't have their answer pp ijt,

;
—e i - - [

See Lawsuit, A4 |
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“-As the witnesses have all stated, '
. there were a whole series of mili-
- ‘tary-type helicopters efther going

along sort of corralling the instry-

* -ment, or protecting the instrument,

- "or leading the instrument, or what

have you. And surely they must

* have made some reports on if

- ‘somewhere, But we haven’t been

- 'able to get the government {0 open
™ -it up and reveal it.”

-*  Network investigators have not
.been able to find any flight plans

. for mifitary helicopters in the area

: on the night of the incident, said
"+ Walt Andrus of Seguin, the interna-

. tipnal director of the petwork. He

: sald every airport and military

- base in Texas and Louisiana has

Z been checked.

» John Schuessler, network depu-
. <ty director and an investigator in
{ .+ this case, sgys he thinks the investi-

> gation has been inconclusive be-
« cause his inguiries were done by
- telephone and he was not allowed
110 look at military records.
% Schuessler, an engineer for an
- aerospace company in Houston,
" ! sald he is convinced that there was

: something in the sky that night, al-
> though he said that he has no idea
! what it could have been.

-# Naturaily, there are some in this
- town who find the tale about a fly-

" ing water tower spewing out radia-
. tHon a little hard to believe. Are
'+ people in Dayton talking about it?

. “They’re laughing about it,” said a
wtoman working in a hamburger
-Joint who did not want her name
~‘published.

I The story is a bizarre but serious

: one to Cask and Vickie and Coiby
* Landrum, who have suffered vari-

N .ous maladies since the incident
. that they reported. All three have
L + suffered skin problems. Cash and

S : Vickie Landrum fost their hair
*temporarlly Colby, who has lived
* With his grandmother since he was
X ‘h used to have oightmares. Al
LT tﬁree have had eye probléms. Cash
; * had breast cancer and both breasts
| - . were removed. All three say they
¢ .vomited and had diarrhea the
~Unight of the incident, )
“*  The story begins with Cash and

+ Vickie and Colby Landrum riding

. In Cash's car about 9 p.m. Dec, 28,
. » 1980, They had been gone {0 near-

» by New Caney to play bingo, but -

. the game was closed for the Christ-

» mas holiday. So, after eating sup-
< per in a cafe in New Caney, they
+ headed down FM 1483 toward Day-

L ; ton and home.
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. mlles out of New Caney, according
: to the lawsuilt. Colby saw a light in
- the sky traveling along the road;
» Just above the tree tops. “Colby saw
. the light,” Landrum recalled, “And
- he said, ‘Aunt Beity, what is that?
< Andshe said, ‘I don't know.’ And he
- pulled my face around and said,
: ‘Mamma, what Is that light? »
;‘ Then, according to the three, a
« metalliccolored  object  with
! flames shooting out the botiom
* hovered before them. The flames
. almost reached the pavement,
> Landrum sald.
* Jn Gash stopped the car and the trio
&g d out to look at the object.
who has suffered the most
ysical problems, stayed outside
n er than the others. “Colby was

‘I'.'l'

" e §c aming and trying to get away
*.t from me to run,” Landrum said.

"So | pushed him back in the car.”

Landrum sald she got back in
the car to comfort the youngster. "1
was just telling him to hush be.
cause he really wasn't saying any-
{hing except screaming. And I said,
‘Colby, you look at that light and if
« You see a man step out of the light

- 1t will be Jesus Christ, and he will

- take us to a better place.’ I'm not
. what you'd call & fanatic, but 1 do
. believe in the hereafter. And that

B R NN

- ¢ might 1 was welghing myself 1f I

+ was ready or not. Because 1 was
; thinking this was the end.”
When Cash got back in the car,
- according to their story, the door
* handle on the driver side was so
. hot that she had to use her coat like
. a4 potholder to open it. And though
- It was about 40 degrees that night,
. the car interior became so hot that
‘they turned on the air conditioner,
Landgu;g _said.
-+ . After the three bad watched the
<, object for a while, it rose higher in
=~ the air and neaded off with-what
* Colby said was a “raearing noise.”
. Just afterward, down the road,
© they saw the helicopiers around
- the object, they sald. They counted

"~ at least 23 helicopters, Landrum

. said.

:; - It was Iike a sight of helicopters
that no one has ever seen,” Lan-
-drum sald. “They just kept coming
to it. It locked like they were trying

-. to hem it in.”

-~ After the incident, which Lan-

¥ deum said lasted about a half-hour,

Cash took the Landrums home and

v thendrove to her home. When they

;‘ reached their homes, they got sick.

* Landrum said she drew a bath,

.'. but the warm water made her skin
- burn, She said Colhy suffered the
same problem. She put Colby to
bed, but he woke her up at ! a.m.
because he had vomited in his bed,
She began vomiting, too, ,
T Cash said big blisters appeared
ob her face and neck. She was tak-

FAN

« -& few days later. Hospitat records
% .show that she was admitted Jan 2.,

. 1981, discharged Jan.;14, readmit-

en to Parkway Hospital in Houston
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Sunday, September 29, 1985

’

ted Jan, 25, and discharged Fe¢b. 9.
Cash's attending physician at
, Parkway could not be reached for
_comment. But Dr, Bryan McClel-
land, a Birmingham doctor who is
treating Cash, said he thinks her
skin problems are the result of
.radlation. '

. “Certainly her skin chan%es,

'which are pretty obvious on her
'hands, are all caused from thera-
(diation,” he said. McCleliand said
ihe belleves Cash and that it is his
:opinion that a high energy soufce
thung over her head the night of the
'!reporled incident, {

Few in Dayton can provide any
Information on the incident. But
-Dayton police officer L.L. Walker
-said he saw something that sur-
prised him on that same evening

yo—

R
Walker, who has been on the Dayéiéon saw nothing unusual on that

ton police force since 1864, said hé
saw some military helicopters that

- evening about dusk. He said was

driving on Texas 321 about 20

miles north of town with his wife

when he saw six to nine helicopters
flying in a “spread-out V
formation.”

He said the helicopters bore
Army insignias. "My wife said, ‘I
wonder what they're doing.’ And 1
said, ‘I don't know, but they're
looking for something,’ At first I
thought they had an airplane
down. They were going in the gen-
eral direction of where they said
they had that problem,” he said,
referring to the Landrums and
Cash,

On the other hand, David Robin-

night. Robinson’s home is behind
his convenience store, just down
FM 1485 from the area where Cash
and the Landrums say they saw the
object. -

“I'm sure 1 would have been
home that night because [ seldom
go anywhere,” he said. “I'd bet
money on it.”

The incldent is not exactly on
the lips of everybody in town.
Many seem to have forgotten about
it, if they had heard about it at all.
“Nope, hadn’t heard about it," said
Howard Watley, who owns a book-
store in downtown Dayton. “Didn't
know we had one (a UFO) around.
Didn't know anything was golng
on.” ’

The incident has caused prob-

lems for Colby Landrum, a sixth-
grader at Colbert Middle School in
Dayton. Colby had nightmares for
six months, and although the bad
dreams have ceased, he is still un-
easy. Is he worried about some-
thing like this happening again?
“Np, not really,” he said. “But if it
does happen, I don’t want it to
happen.”

Another problem for Colby has
been kid$ at school who used to
tease him. “They called me names
and stuff,” he said, “They talked
aboui me and what happened to
me, and said I didn’t see it and stuff
like that.”

Vickie Landrum said she is not
out to get the government. And she
says she did not flle the suit pri-
marily for money. More than mon-

ey, 0 '
provide medical atteption for her,

Cash, and especially ber grandsen.

“The money is not jmportant to
me,” she said. “I would like medi-
cal help more than anythlng else;'.
You understand? I really wouldn t
know what to do with the money if
I got it. I've always had plenty, like
the bills paid and groceries In the
house and money in my pocket. 1
always felt like I was one of the
lucky ones.” .

But she does want her day in
court. “I'm not trying to hoax no-
body,” she said.

“What if it was a whole schpol up
yonder” at the site of the incident?

she asked. “Or a whole busload of .

kids? A thing like that could de-
stroy a whole town. That's what

I'm fighting for.”

]
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By CINDY HORSWELL
Houston Chronicte

DAYTON — More than a decade‘aft- goi
AYTO \ : er

public with their strange injuries- and an gg‘lrgg :
stranger taie of a UFQ encounter, Betty Cash and-
Vickie Landrum are sticking by their story.

Federal officials have pooh- heir claim
er lals poched their claims ,
and a judge dismissed their lawsuit against the
U.S. government for-lack of evidence. In addition,
:E;a tﬁw& womfhn ind Landrum’s grandson, who was
em that night in- 1980, say ' '
suffered public ridicule.. = .. d _they h.av?

Twice burned, not shy
Stu:ng by radia;iqn% ricjicul_e, t:fio stick to UFQ story

‘br?je,f.;t. Cash ‘and -Landrum insist they saw
unidentified flyil_:g object that night —yand -th:?
‘they have the injuries to prove it. = S

. . Their skin is so sensitive now it only 4

: r s 8¢ now it only tolerates
cold showers, they say, and .they must hide. like
hermits-from the sun to avoid blistering. Medical
bills are mounting, and so are their worries.

Cash; a’cafe owner, and Landrum, a wait
, s \ ress,
blame these and other strange maladies on the

intense heat that they say came from ¢t i
diamond-shaped craft. ¥ he bizarre

- ﬁ;\l'
. The encounter, on Dec. 29, 1980, occurred on an

isolategd- road ,in. the. pine
. ited road . in. th y woods northeast -
Houston™in Liberty. County, the two women sa.;f

SHIL th NSRRI NI

Seven mohths after her alleged 1980 run-in with a UFQ, Vickie e e o cking do _."’, I"‘ad , they hope

Sinice. then- they have lived .mainl i
: I, ey, ave aved y on Social

. _ | { to revive their case.
Landrum’s left hand stili showed injuries she sai : it was pi - rcen o or |
Landrum s tet ] § said .She. sutfered - - Whether it was piloted bylittle green men or by

l

humans:'at the controls of ‘2. secret military

3

. See UFO,.on Page 7C. -

-

UFO

Continued from Page 1C.

Security, saying theyre too il
-hold jobs. 8 Heyre L
_But their story has spread interna-
tionally, including Omni magazine
and several TV programs, and the
mystery still arouses curiosity. ’
~ Their lawsuit alleged they were
injured by an experimental military
craft that spewed radiation, or by a
- UFQ under serveillance by military
helicopters, Cash and Landrum have
been besieged with telephone calls —
including some from anenymous tip-
. sters tefling of a top-secret project,
WASP-2, allegedly discontinued af-
ter radiation accidents.”
Their attorney, Clay Ford of Gulf

Breeze, Fla., wants to reopen the .

Breeze. Fla.. wanls 10 reopen the
case by showing government offi-
cials lied about record-keeping pro-
cedures during pretrial proceedings.

Meanwhile. he is negotialing the
sale of his clienis’ movie rights.

It all started when the two women
and Landrum’s grandson, Coiby,
then 7, drove to New Caney in search
of 2 bingo game. The bingo halls
were closed for the Christmas holi-
days. however, so they had dinner in
that east Montgomery County town
and headed home.

The women say Colby noticed a
bright light in the distance as they
traveled down FM 1485 about 9 p.m.
Quickly, they say. a large object
emitting the light swooped over the
treetops and hovered over a spot just

. ahead.

“1 screamed for Betty to stop.”
said Landrum. “I do believe if we
would have continued we would have
burned up.”

Red-orange flames belched down-
ward as the object struggled Lo rise.
then spuitered and plunged back
toward the road, she said. The
flames roared like a blowtorch. she
said, and the object also made a
shrill beeping noise.

“1t was a dull-gray. metallic color
and about the size of a water tower.
It looked as if it would set the woods
on fire.” recatled Cash, who said she
stood outside and watched for 10
minutes.

Landrum said she and Colby also
left the car but quickly returned. and
the boy cowered on the floor.

Finally. the UFQ gave one last
blast and flew out of sight with at
least 23 helicopters in pursuit, the
two women said.

“Jt's been a nightmare that [ wish I
could forget,” said Cash, now 62 and
living in Alabama near her family.

Her physician. Dr. Bryan McClel-
land of Birmingham. says she has a
~textbook case” of radiation poison-
ing. He compares it 10 being “three
10 five miles irom the epicenter of
Hirnshima.”

McCleiland said a 1981 biopsy of
Cash's skin found radiation dermati-
il5.

“The dry. thin skin on her hand
resembles that of a 00-vear-old lady.
with little red.and purple sireaks.”
ne said.

S e

Landrum’s doctor declined com-
ment oh her ailments. '
~ Houston doctors who first exam-
ined the iric say they appeared
burned, had puffy, swollen eyes and
their hair later came out in clumps.
Though they could not seitle on a
cause, they did not rule out radiation,

“The Cash-Landrum case could
very well be the most important
UFO incident to surface in the Jast 20
years, since there was something to

- examine afterwards,” said John

Schuessler, a MecDonnell-Dovglas
space shuttle engineer and deputy
direcior of the Mutual UFO ‘P\let-
work.

MUFON is a nationwide, 2,100-
member organization that investi-
gates and catalogs UFO-sightings
and incidents.-*~ S

Cash and Landrum say their heaith
began deteriorating the night of the
incident, with the sege;itv devending

-~ vanxious for some answers,

Also, a former Liberty County
sheriff's deputy reported seeing an
identical object .almost two years
later as he drove on an isolated road
near Cleveland. .

.Jon Mark McDonald — now a Lake
Jackson police offlcer — described it
as diamond-shaped, about half the
size of a football field and the color
of galvanized steel. The only differ-

ence between-his sighting and the -{-

1980 report was, that. his. had . red
lights on each correr,” = = "
“Everybody was riding me about
reporting it — thought 1 was crazy,”
McDonald said. “But T just knew it
wasn’t an airplane, because I've been
working in the US. Army reserves
and know about every fixed-wing
{craft) there is.” S
. Today, Landrum’ aad Cash' are

‘_F(_)as‘h still has the 1980 Oldsmobile

1

Lt. Col. George C. Sarran, an Army
congressional liaison who recently
was sent to review the case, con-
cluded that while there was no indi-
cation that anyone was trying to
exaggerate the events, he also found
that no “Army-related” helicopters
weléea involved. o

“Sarran ‘told me, ‘I know some-
thing terrible has happened to ;:;u.'
but 1 dont know what it is,’ " Cash
said. )

Neither do she and Landrum.

Houston Chronicle
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incident. with the severity depending
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on the amount of exposure lo the
ntense heat. They say all three
suffered problems. including red,
blistering Skin. nausea; diarrhea:
neadaches: and swollen, watery eyes.

Later, they said. they experienced
hair loss. open sores that were siow
to heal, depressed immune systems
and failing eyesight.

“ couldn't take care of myself for
two years,” said Cash, whe claims
the longest exposure to the intense
light. “I was either bedridden or in
the hospital (including for three
weeks just after the sighting).”

Besides physical injuries, the trio
suffered emotionally.

Landrum, who still lives in Dayton
with her grandsen, said people
stared at her and gave her a wide
berth, calling her “the UFQ lady.”

Colby. now 17, who had the mildest
exposure and symptoms, was teased
until he sank into a severe depres-
sion. Landrum said. She did not want

Y
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Cash
the vouth interviewed. but his jour-

nal gives sotne insight to his feelings.

I am not made fun of as much asl
had been. But I am sick a lot, and my
eves are still very bad,” he wrote
recently. 1 still look up when I go
outside. [ guess it is just a habit, but I
always wonder what is up there. Lots

L.andrum

of nights 1 lay awake wondering if |

other kids have gone through what I
have.”
Since the three reported their en-

counter. others have said they saw ;

the helicopters or a strange flying
object that night.

Dayton police Officer L.L. Walker
and his wife, Marie, reported seeing
a half-dozen helicopters flying in "
formation with searchlights. Belle
Magee, then a bakery clerk in the
area. reported seeing a bright light

___ “hke a jootball field but up in ithe |

" she drove that might. She says the |
. intense heat embedded Landrum
. handprint on the padded dashboard.

Also. she said two unidentificd
men in military uniforms once af-
fered to buy the car. Dr. McClelland,
who said his secretary witnessed the
offer, suspects somebody wanted o
get rid of the car because ‘ion
(electrically charged atom) tracks
are visible on the chrome.”

Another quirk was the unexplained
repair of a melted spot in the road
where the incident occurred, Schues-
sler said.

“[ have photographs of a 15- 10 25-
fool area where even the center
stripe was wiggly.” he said.

A year later, he said. the spot had
been resurfaced. Schuessler said
county officials denied any knowl-
edge of the repair.

The reported sighting has at-
tracted numerous other responses.
including some from the fringe. On
one nationally syndicated TV spe-
cial, two men using disguises and the
names “Falcon™ and “Condor” told
wild tales of U.S. pilots having prob-
lerns while testing a nuclear-pow-
ered craft that had been acquired
from extraterrestrials.

Other tips are coming from callers
who recently saw the UFOQ story
aired on the Unsoived Mysteries TV

program.

Still others. claiming to be mili-
tary people or their relatives, have
called to say they flew helicopters
that night. despite the Pentagon's
denial.

At least two callers linked ihe
UFO to a classified project. WASP-2.
which they said was an experimental

auclear-powered craft abandoned [
after 1982 when it couldn't stop :
1

icradiating people.

“The trouble is that most all the
people with something significant 0
say were anonymous.” said Schues-
sler,

Paul M. Koloc. a retired U.S. Navy
research physicist from Maryland.
confirmed the existence of a re-

search program called Winged Air- |

cralt Special Projects. However, he
theorizes the object Cash and Lan-

¢rum reported may have been ball ¢

lightning. caused by 2 huge lightning
bolt and hot gases.




case by showing government offi-
cials lied about record-keeping pro-
cedures during pretrial proceedings.

Meanwhile, he is negotiating the
sale of his clients’ movie rights.

It all started when the two women
and ' Landrum’s-- grandson,| Colby,
then 7, drove to New Caney in search
of a' bingo game. The bingo halls
were closed for the Christmas hoti-
days, however, so they had dinner in
that east Montgomery County town
and headed home.

The women say Colby notlced a
bright light in the distance ‘as they
traveled down FM 1485 about ¢ p.m.
Quickly, they say, a large object
emitting the. light swooped over the
treetops and hovered over a spot just

- ahead.

“I screamed for Betty {o stop.”
said Landrum. “I do believe if we
would have continued we would have
burned up.”

Red-orange flames belched down-
ward as the object struggled to rise,
then sputtered and plunged back
toward the road, she said. The
flames roared like a blowtorch, she
said, and the object also made a
shrill beeping noise.

“It was a dull-gray, metallic color
and about the size of a water tower.
It looked as if it would set the woods
on fire,” recalled Cash, who said she
stood outside and watched for 10
minutes.

Landrum said she and Colby also
left the car but quickly returned, and
the boy cowered on the floor.

Finally, the UFQ gave one last
bilast and flew out of sight with at
least 23 helicopters in pursuit, the
two women said.

“It’s been a nightmare that ! wish 1
could forget,” said Cash, now 62 and
living in Alabama near her family.

Her physician, Dr. Bryan McClel-
land of Birmingham, says she has a
“textbook case” of radiation poison-
ing. He compares it to being “three
to five miles from the epicenter of
Hiroshima.” -

McClelland said 2 1981 biopsy of
Cash's skin found radiation dermati-
ts.

"The dry thin skin on her hand
resembles that of a 90-year-old lady.
with little red and purple streaks.”
he said.
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on the am'c'nunl of exposure to the
intense heat. They say all three
suffered problems, including red,

blistering skin; nausea: diarrhea;

headaches: and swollen, watery eyes,
- Later, they said, they éxperienced
hair loss, open sores that were slow
to heal, depressed immune systems

and failing eyesight.

“I couldn’t take care of myself for

two years,” said Cash, who claims

the longest exposure to the intense

light. "I was either bedridden or in
the hospital (including for three
weeks just after the sighting).”
Besides physical injuries, the trio
suffered emotionally.
Landrum. who still lives in Dayton

with her grandson, said people

stared at her and gave her a wide
berth, calling her “the UFO lady.”

Colby, now 17, who had the mildest

exposure and symptoms, was teased
until he sank into a severe depres-
sion, Landrum said. She did not want

Cash Landrum

the youth interviewed, but his jour-
nal gives some insight to his feelings.
“T am not made fun of as much as1
had-been. But I am sick a lot, and my
eyes are still very bad,” he wrote
recently. *'I still ook uwp when I go
outside. I guess it is just.a habit, but I
always wonder what is up there. Lots
of nights T lay awake wondering if

other kids have gone through what I H

have.”

Since the three reported thelr en-
couniter, others have said they saw
the helicopters or a strange flying
object that night.

Dayton police Officer L.L. Walker
and his wife, Marie, reported seeing
a half-dozen helicopters flying in 'V
formation with searchlights. Belle
Magee, then a bakery clerk in the
area, reported seeing a bright light

“like a foothall field but up in the

sky” heading north toward New Ca-

she drove that might. She says the
intense heat embedded Landrum’s
handprint on the padded dashboard.

Also, she said two unidentified
men in military uniforms once of-
fered to buy the car. Dr. McClelland.
who said his secretary witnessed the
offer, suspects somebody wanted to
get rid of the car because “ion
(electrically charged atom) tracks
are visible on the chrome.”

Another quirk was the unexplained
repair of a melted spot in the road
where Lhe incident occurred, Schues-
sler said.

“I have photographs of a 13- to 25-
foot area where even the cenler
stripe was wiggly,” he said.

- A year later, he said, the spot had
been resurfaced.” Schuessler said
county officials denied any knowl-
edge of the repair.

The reported sighting has at-

“tracted numerous other responses,

including some from the fringe. On
one nationally syndicated TV spe.
cial, two men using disguises and the
names “Falcon" and "Condor” told
wild tales of U.S. pilots having prob-
lems while testing a nuclear-pow-
ered craft that had been acquired
from extraterrestrials. )

Other tips are coming from callers
who recently saw the UFQ story
aired on the Unsolved Mysteries TV
program.

Still others, claiming to be mili-
tary people or their relatives, have
called to say they flew helicopters
that night, despite the Pentagon’s

“denial.

At least two callers linked the
UFO to a classified project, WASP-2,
which they said was an experimental
nuclear-powered craft abandoned
after 1982 when it couldn't stop
irradiating people.

“The trouble js that most all the
people with something significant to
say were anonymous,” said Schues-
sler.

Paul M. Koloc a retired U.S. Navy
research physicist from Maryland,
conflirmed the existence of a re-
search program called Winged Air-
craft Special Projects. However, he
theorizes the object Cash and Lan-
drum reported may have been ball
lightning, caused by a huge lightning
bolt and hot gases.




Top Scientist

Fie:

Confirms

UFO Terrorizes and

Burns Three in Car

By DENNIS NEELD and BOB PRATT
“The whole thing’s burning up — oh,
my God! It's coming closer! We're going
to burn up . . . I know we are!
“Lord help me — I’'m burning up!”’

A hypnotized Vickie Lahdrum was relwmg her
horrifying encounter with a blazing UFO on a deserted
Texas road December 29 — a searing hell on

earth that left Vickie, her

and a friend suffering the symptoms of radiation

poisoning.

Incredibly, in the weeks following their terrifying
15-minute encounter with the huge, nre-helchmg

UFOQ, all three developed se-

vere burns and blisters, diar- .

rhea, headaches, nausea and
severe eye problems — and
Vickie's [riend, who was
burned the worst of the three,
spent almost four weeks in a
hospital.

To get the complete, horri- ';_
fying details — and verify the 48
absolute authenticity of her ¢

story — The ENQUIRER had
Vickie hypnotized by a uni-
versity professor at her home

in Dayton, Tex., in the pres- @8
ence of a top engineer at §

7-year-old grandson

NASA, who emerged con- 8

vinced that she’s tellmg the |

truth.
“There’'s no doubt in my

———mind,’?- the-engineer declared
“This was genu- §
She was reliving the M

afterward.
ine!
truth.””

Under hypnosis, Vickie re-
called driving after sunset on
a desolate stretch of road
about 20 miles northwest of
Dayton.

Suddenly Vickie, 57, her
grandson Colby and her
friend Betty Cash, 52, noticed
a glowing object in the sky.

“It’s lighting up the whole
sky, a long way up, and trav-
eling fast,” Vickie said, reliv-
ing the experience. ‘‘Some-
times we can’t see it, the trees
are in the way.”

Several minutes later; the|

object suddenly appeared in
front of them and hovered
over the road.

Betty, who was driving at

. the time, brought the car to a
screeching’ halt.

The massive, hlue apd dia-
mond-shaped object was at

. treetop level, about 100 feet
away, with huge red flames
shooting from its bottom to
the road below.

‘We can’t get through —
it's blocking the road!”
Vickie gasped under hypno-
sis. “It's bigger than a water
tower. And it’s making a
sound like beeping. Long

ORDEAL: Vickie Landrum holds grandson Colb

pUrERAY

L

shaped, fire-belching UFOQ

. heard a loud rushing sound,

like air brakes on a truck, as
more flames shot toward the
road.

Each time the flames shot
downward, the object moved
up a bit, then settled lower.

“It's going to [all! No — it’s
lifting, thank God! There’s
fire at the bottom. It’s so hot.””

Finally, the object suddenly

B took off — rising into the air

and then zipping away at an
incredible speed.
Then came the long ride

N home. Vickie was convinced

they should not tell a soul

B about anything that had hap-

pened.
“Don’t tell nobody about it,

g Colby — they'll thmk we're

, who

went berserk and tried to run from the fiery UFQ,

beeps . . . beep, beep, beep.”

As she recalled the terrify-
ing close encounter, Vickie
clatched compulsively at the
front of her blouse, screwing
the material into her fist. Her
features contorted with [ear
as, she brushed sweat away
from her face.

“Long red flames are com-
ing out of the bottom, like a

[Ee

rocket!”

Even though it was just 40
degrees outside, the intense
heat from the UFQ made the
aotomobile’s interior swelter-
ing hot. :

Gripped with terror and un- ;

able to think clearly, Betty

ing wildly, he tried to jump
out of the car and run off into
the woods. Vickie grabbed
him. -

“Don’t cry, baby, just pray,
pray to Jesus, Don't be
afraid.

“Now I’ m holdmg him, lov-
ing him .

For 15 mmutes the brilliant
object hovered in front of
them, huge flames spewing
from the bottom end con-
tinuously.

Sometimes the terrified trio

jumped out of the car and into T

the night air in an attempt to
escape the heat, never taking
her eyes off the mysterious
craft.

“Betty — don’t get out! Oh, |

my God, come back! It's hot,
hot!
“We'll burn up! My eyes —
it's hurting my eyes!"”’
Startled by the UFQ, little
Colby went berserk. Scream-

b 5 o 4

It is the weak man who urges compromise — never‘the

strong Tan.

— Elbert Hubbard

-erazy. Oh _Betty th

we're crazy .
Almost.immediately after
returning to Dayton less than
an hour later, the three wit-
nesses started to feel sick.

All suffered painful burns,
angd Vickie's optometrist, Dr.
Steve Chandler, reported her
eyes were “burned, swollen
and extremely irritated.”

In the weeks following the
terrifying encounter, both the
women lost huge amounts of
hair.

The agonizing symptoms
soon forced Betty to enter
Parkway Hospital in Hous-
ton, where she remained for
almost four weeks.

Hospital records confirm

RADIATION burns on Vickie Landrum’s hund;

~

D!SOLATE stretch of Texas road where diamond-

hovered over car.,

Betty’'s mysterious illness —
and report “she witnessed a
very intense fire-like materi-
al” in the sky.

In addition, the hospital
records show Betty suffered
“bumps under her skin,”
“hair loss of the scalp” and a
“very swollen" face.

*'The doctors and nurses
kept asking me if I was a
burn victim,'* Betty recalled.
“‘Skin was peeling off my face
and arms and legs.

"I was blistered all over.
My ears and eyes were so
swollen my own family didn’t
recognize me."”

Since that mind-boggling
night, littie Colby has suffered
digestive problems.

amined the medical records
said they apparently were
suffering from the symptoms
of radiation poisoning,” said
John Schuessler,
space engineer at NASA
studying the case for VISIT,
an independent UFO in-
vestigating organization,

Schuessier was present at
the spine-tingling hypnasis
session.

Dr. Leo Sprinkle, Ph.D.,
who conducted the session,
said he’s convinced the terri-
Tying details of Vickie's or-
deal are for real.

**She had a real expenence
and 1 believe the craft was
under intelligent control,”
said Dr. Sprinkle, a professor
of counseling services at the
University of Wyoming, who
has hypnotized scores of UFO
eyewithesses.

_ Several other witnesses liv-
ing around Dayton also re-
ported seeing a huge, bright,
diamond-shaped flying object

that night.

*I consider this a very im-

* portant case providing physi-
v ¢al evidence of the existence

of UFOs,” declared Schuess-
ler.

“It is one of the most
interesting and significant
cases that I've ever investi-

gated.”
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Govt. Sued for $20 Million
Over Encounter With UFO

lawsuit against the U.S. government for severe health
damages they say they suffered after encountering
a huge fire-spitting .
UFO in 1980. Three Charge Their
Betty C:;s(.)h, 54, Vicﬁ
i3 Bt Health Was Ruined
year-0ld grandson Colby ea t as "ln
claim that radiation from the UFO caused radia-
tion burns, loss of fingernails, loss of hair, large
lumps under the skin, nausea, diarrhea, vomiting,
cataracts, blindness — and a case of breast cancer.
The lawsuit charges that the government ei-
ther owned the UFQO or knew about it — because.
the victims saw 23 military helicopters up= g
surround the object and escort it out of
sight.
“The government is responsuble Mrs.
Landrum told The ENQUIRER. “The Air |
Force said they didn’t kmow anything about
the UFO.
“But the government had to know
about it — or the UFO was owned by the §
government — because the (military) heli- B
"copters were there.”
The horrifying UFO encounter oc- g - .
e Ui, |80, and was reported It yiCTIMS  Colby Lan-
The three victims were driving alonga drum ond grandmother
deserted stretch of road some 20 miles from Vicki still suffer bealth
thtle ttgwn dof Daytg‘:,hT;:a S%ddenﬂlly, a fire- problems from UFQO.
belching, diamon a object the
size of a city water tank” descended! P10 0C UL ST "For 15 minutes,
rom the sky and bloc] e road. : H
Th; hUFO l%mflle “beeltalm g” n c;nses‘ I.ll:t; ggmen and litite Colby cowered
and buge red flames shooting from
its bottom made the temperature in| Finally, the UFO moved off. The
the car unbearable. Both women got| victims drove away, but three miles
away they looked back — and were
astonished to see approximately 23
military helicopters, several of
which were the kind with large dou-
ble rotors. They were all circling the
UFO0.

After they got home, Mrs. Lan-
drum recalled, “Col-
by started vmmtmg
and had diarrhea,
and Betty’s prob
lems started right
away,

“All of us were

really red and burn-

ed, and that night
we all got terrible

HAIR LOSS was UFQO's fault,
claims Betty Cash,

Feb. 7, 1984 Page 3

Three people have filed a whopping $20 million

HATIONAL
ENQUIRER

SKETCH shows how fiery UFQ forced cor to stop. Victims also
claim they saw helicopters circling the UFQ.

headaches. Betty developed red
knots on her face and hands.

“Within a little more than a
week's time she had lost about half
her hair. I lost three-guarters of my
hair. Colby's hair started coming
out. Then I lost my fingernails,
which eventually grew back.”

The physical damage grew worse.
Medical sources say Vicki Landrum
developed a cataract in her right eye
— and lost her vision in her left eye.
Betty Cash suffered cancer of the
right breast and underwent a mas-
tectomy.

And little Colby — who had per-
fect vision — now has to wear
glasses, He's also developed anemia.

One physician who examined the
medical records of the three victims
— a radiologist and former univer-
sity professor who asked that his
nameé not be used — told The EN-
QUIRER: “There is no doubt -~

they were exposed to radiation.”

He added that he believes most of
their medical problems resulted
from the radiation.

As for the “government helicop-
ters,” a 19-vear veteran of the Day-
ton, Tex., Police Department con-
firms that he spotted several mili-
tary-type helicopters in the area at
the time of the incident.

Officer L.L. Walker, a Marine
Corps veteran, told The ENQUIR-
ER: "I saw between six and nine heli-
copters.

“I was about 14 miles away from
where they were, and the helicop-
ters were on a direct course with
their location. The helicopters had
U.S. Army markings, olive drab
with white stars. They were mili-
tary. I am familiar with what gov-
ernment helicopters look like — and
I saw them.”
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Man’s wacky backyard
is dmosaur playground

Martin Pugsley is a quiet,
easy-going old country boy
with an incredibly wacky
hobby — he builds lifelike
dinosaurs in his backyard.

And the amaging creatures of
the past are so re nd menac-
ing, that stunned mots
ten stop to gawk in bug
awe.

But to the chitdren who live
.pear Pugsley’s home in Hous-
ton, Tex., the “monsters” are
anything but [rightening. In-
stead, they are playmates that

bring happy hours of fun and %

exercise.

“I guess they've given a few

geople a real shock, They’ve
een doing that for years,”
Pugsley admits with a chuckle.
“But it’s me and the kids that
“really enjoy them.

“The kids like to climb on
themt and I just like having
them around. They've been
here, most of 'em, for quite a
few years.”

The oldest of Pugsley’s ¢crea-
tures — the one he admits he’s
“fondest” of — is a 10-foot,
toothy giant with a *“hide”
dented, chipped and secarred by
years of faithful service as the
bizarre playmate of countless
neighborhood children.

Pugsley began his wacky

. dinosaur-building hobby .when |

one of his sons needed help for a
gchool project. ..

“Me and my boys started it
all about 20 years ago,” Pugsley
- recalled for The NEWS, “One of
my boys had to make a dinosaur

. as part of his classwork. So we}

made one out of coathangers.
That gave us the idea fo buijld a
Jarger one, But it didn’t last too
_ long because it was kinda frail.

“T started out experimenting
with different materials and fi-{ 1
nally came up Wlth copper wire

ists of- £
eyed .

Martin Pugsley stands omid
dinosours thet stand

that I welded into the shape I
wanted, Then I stretefied wire
mesh over the frame and cov-
ered it with roofing® cement. It
worked reat fine
“I make the Jgs out of much
heavier wire/%o they can sup-
port the kids when they're
climbing,”’ he added,

penacingly in his backyard,

his e¢reations -- two of the

them every chance they get.

“And I don’t mind one bit,”
the 58-year-oid Texan declared.
“That's exactly what they're
there for, But I did-used to get
upset ‘when the Kids .poked
sticks into them.

*“Then one day I realized that
the boys were playing like they

were knights fighting off a ter-

rible dragon to save their lady
.| fair. Now I know it's all in fun_
and doesn’t hurt anyone »

Roofers cement sculpted over @ metal frame turns into fierce-fooking pre-historic creatures at Mar-
tin Pugsley’s home in Houston, Here, Murtin inspects @ recent addition te his herd of dinosaurs.

N

IT'S. A MAD, MAD WORLD =

(razy mone y-lmngry mutt
tests master’s patience

by eating $12,000 check

A crazy mutt was

ough trouble for occasionally

eating a doliar bill or twg — but when goofy Finnigan gob-
bled up a $12,00 casifer’s check his master raised the

roof! g .

E.W. Edwards Jr: of Virginia
Beach, Va., sayshe once caught
his Irish setiet with half of a 310
hill in his

dwards says he dropped a $1
bill .on the floor — and Finnigan
went for it like a steak,

Then one day Edwards, a
used car salesman, put a $12,600
cashier’s check on his dining
room table and turned his back,

Chomp! Too late, Finnigan
had polished it off without a
trace.

Edwards is stf] trying to get
the $12,000 replaced,

Obliging thief lets

victim call cops

Timothy Marshall, 24, was
busily robbing a service station
when the atiendant ashed him if
he coyld make one telephone
call,

Timothy figured it was the
least ke could do so he agreed —
n ran away in a panie when
attendant dialed the Reno,

ape escaped into the brus
Villagers heard her s
and found her unconscious\ on

the river bank and took
home.,

Tiny town confuses

» . )
big city crooks

Two big city hoodlums went
o a liitle town lo burglarize a
store and got caught up in a lot
of bad luck,

First, while the Kansas C‘ity,
Kans., men were in the Greeley,
Kans., store two local men saw
the car with out of town license

plates parked in the darkened

Kitty wasn't dying —

alley = so they took the keys.

When the pair started to load
theit. car with stolen goods, they
discovered that their keys were
missing and both made & run |’
for it.

One kidnapped a man and his
wife and was caaght in & chase
with police. The man was & city
marshall,

* The other thief stole a fancy,
sporis car and would have got-
ten away except be had to stop
for gas — and couldn’t find the
gas tank cap, He was busily
thuwmbing throngh the pages of
the owner's manual when cops
grabbed him,

Couple advertises

to get rid of son

A couple got tired of thejr 21-
year-old son living at home so
they took out a newspaper ad
begging a woman to marry him
and take him off their hands,
“Attention girls! Kenny Dixon is
21 today and still available,”
read the ad placed by Jake and
Jane Dixon in Centerville, Ohio,

Man dozes through

his own accident

A man had teo much to drink
and asked some teenagers to
wake him afier he slept it off in
his car. The four youths tried to
wake him up a couple hours lat-
€r, but he wouldn’t budge, So
they jumped on his car — and
finally pushed it down the sireet.
It rolled down a hill and erashed
inte a building. Cops woke up
the drunk when they reached
the scene, .

Disco music makes
mice homosexual

Disco music will turn a ma-
¢he mouse into a homosexuall

That’s the astounding result of
stadies at Aegean Universuy in
mir, Turkey,
spokesman for the nmver-
sity researchers says mice oX-
posed lo disco music for hours
at a fime, several days a week,
showed, the homosexunal traits,

The seientists, however, were
unable to'gxplain why the musie
had the strange eifect on the
mice and expressed concemn
that disco might do the same to
humans,

Just booz}ng

A young coupte thought their poor killen was dying when 1t

awakened them crashing areund

the house, screaming its head off

and frothing at the niouth — but it was only dead drunk,
Sheri and Bill Estep of Clifton Park, N.Y., dressed hwriedly,
called a velerinarian and rushed to meet him at hig office in the

dead.of night.

The vet put the cat on the floor to observe it and it marched
headiirst into a wall — and collapsed,

. The vet pronounced the cat drunk.

Sheri and Bill went homée and found a broken boule of booze

on the kitchen floor,




“;i'hree live m-palh and terror
after attack by blazing UFO

By DICK DONOVAN .
One of the most terrifying UFO encounters ever in

America has left two women and at:htld trapped in aliving

nightmare of pain and fear.

Despite exhaustive hospital tests and treatment
baffled medical experts still can't come up with a cure

for their endléss physwal
agony.

The three helpless wctn‘ns -_

Betty Cash, Vickie Landrum,
and Vickie’s 7-year-old son Col-
by — encountered the thunder-
ing, flame-helching UFQ as it
hovered only a few hundred feet
Irom their car on a remote roa
near Dayton, Tex.

Within hours of the shrieking
horror of that experience, Betty
and Vickie’s skin turned beet
red, their eyes began to burn
and tear uncontrollably, and the
women felt as though they were
seeing through a misty film,

By morning, Betty's hody
was covered with half-dollar-
size lumps, her hair was falling
out in handfuls and she was suf.
fering the most agonizing head-
-ache she had ever experienced,
The woman was' so weak from
pain she couldn’t even get out of
bed to call for help.

Within a few days of the en-
counter, Vickie’'s vision became
blurred. An eye specialist told
the Irightened 57-year-old that
cataract-like films were now
Torming. “You'll probably be
blind in less than a vear,” he
said.

Little Colby, though not suf-
fering any physical injury,
screams every night in his
sleep, haunted by terrible night-
mares.

**Oh, dear God! I don’t know
what fo do . . . I'm at my wits’
end,”’ Betty told The NEWS in
an exclusive interview. “I need
help, and so' does Vickie, I look
terrible and I'm too sick to
work, .

“There must be something
that can be done to help us,” she
added as tears welled in her
swollen, heat-treddened eyes.
“But we don’t know where to
turn.”’

Their incredible ordeal began
one night when they were driv-
..ing home from & bingo game in

Cleveland, a small fown about
40 miles north of Dayton.

The awful events that fol-
lowed will be branded on
Vickie’s mernory forever, ,

“We were driving down the
road at about 9 p.m., when all of
a sudden something came down
from the sky right ahead of us,”
Vickie said.

“It looked like the whole sky|

had split' and fire was coming
down almost to the road.

T told Betty, ‘You'd better
stop! You're going to run right
into it!’

“T thought it was the end of
the world. It frightened Colby
and he started to scream.

“l said, ‘Honey, if you see
Jesus coming out of the sky,
He's cornmg to carry us to a bet-
ter place.”

“I had always lived my lile 50

" WEEKLY WORLD NEWS
19 Match 24, 1981

'Oh, dear God, 1
need help, and so
does Vickie. I look
terrible and I'm

too sick to work.’
— Mrs, Betty Cash

INEWS EXCLUSIVE

'that I'd be ready when my time
came, But I still wanted to keep |

my baby from dying. -

“Then.Betty got out of the car
and started walking toward the
object. It was as big as a water
tank and about a half-mile up in
the sky. It started getting real
hot in the car, so [ rolled the
window down and stuck my
head oit to look at it.”

As Vickie and Colby sat ter-
rified in the car, Betty re-
mained outside, entranced by
the unholy object hovering only
a few yards down the road.

“It was the most incredible
thing I've ever seen,”” Betty re-
called, “It was diamond-shaped
and silvery looking. [ made a
roar like a tornado, but I could
hear beeps coming from it. The
light and the heat were so in-
tense!

“I stood oul on the road for
about five or seven minutes,
just staring up at it,”” Betty con-
tinued. “Then it suddenly lifted
up and started moving away to
the west, toward Houston.™”

Incredibly, Betty and Vickie
said they counted 23 unmarked,
double-rotor helicopters ma-
neuvering around the UFO as it
began its ascent.

“The thing just lit up the sky -

like it was daytime and I could

see the helicopters plain as any- -
thing,” Betty declared, "They -
seemed to be trying to close in |

on the UF0.”
Officials at military hases in
and around central Texas (old

_1The NEWS their flight records

show no large movement of
double-rotor helicopters on the
night of the encounter.

In another eerie twist, the
UFO0 was sighted by three other
motorists near Dayton about 30

Fear and suffering have left

their mark on the faces of

Betty Cash, left, and Vickie

Landrum. At right, Betty

shows her hair loss since the
UFOQ incident.

didn’t leave their car duringthe |

sighting and have suffered no ill
effects.

“When this. sighting first
came to my attention, I classi-
fied it as a Close Encounter of
the Second Kind,” declared Bill
English, of the Arial Phenome:
na Research Organization in
Arizona.

“But because of our in-

vestigation, I've since elevated-
it to a Close Encounter of the .
Fourth Kind — when the sighter

is injured or attacked.

“At any rate, it's the most in-
credible UFO sighting reported
in the U.S in recent years!”

minutes earlier and 20 miles B

east of where Betty, Vickie and
Colby had their encounter.

*I was in the car with my son
Jehn, and his wife, Toni, and we
were just coming into Dayton,”
52-year-old Nellie Zedick told
The NEWS, “We could see the
light, so we stopped for a minute
to look at it.

“It didn’t make any noise, but
when it moved off, it really
moved fast, It was like nothing 1
have ever seen before,”

The three Dayton residenis’

Yickie and Betty with Vickie's 7-year-old son Colhy The boy was. not injured dum\g the close
encounter with the UFO, buf his sleep is constantly disturbed by nightmares,

ﬂ;e fates of fear: these women live a nightmaore
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Ships and planes vanish
in new Bermuda Triangle

Two journalisis claim there is another Bermuda Tri-
angle in the world where ships and planes have mys-
teriously vanished or been wrecked.

Artist's drawing of o g-ont sedq serpent spoﬂed by lushermen more than 100 years age. Wlmesses Ga‘:’;it:.:sstérxi‘::e _ E;l;‘:zd ?l‘l:i': «could be a clue lo a fair-haired
say a similor monster now Iurks in the depths of a river in Georgia, bizarre region ‘“the Devil's ﬁ:::l‘p 9; D:op!e“\:hté lllpnay h:ive

in ancie i -

Meridian” and pinpointed it in | ggrians beliove. B A8

MO ’ Ster Se rpent Iu rks : L'Liﬁifsfﬁ.iia,"e s .| Farmer terrified

tand of Tasmania. . -
t famous dis- by ”FO pl’ﬂ“'

One of the
the strait was

o - : d .
I n ' m k y A m e r I ca n r I ve r ?l?zea‘\:f'a:ces Fredevick Valen-] A Brazilian farmer was terri-

. s fied wh i low-

A huge snake-like Pxn-|—like one made by alargeboat |Eller and Harvey Blackman, || tich: ¥ l"a“‘,s‘“l’g?‘s“ l;isrimg;? ing $itﬁna?1ﬂg;2‘§ ?;::‘;5:‘:&

ster — very similar to the |— 2lmost tipped our boat. | who were working on the dock |{ SPEe Plane T KT8 Shortly 8| g (o) sirange beings got out.
fabled terror believed fo e, 1 looked around and saw|at the Two-Way Fishing Camp. eporiing Shat he was heing |,

The farmer, Domingos Mon- ]
av A e ese two humps about five feet| Eller, now 72, of Brunswick, lowed by a UFO. teiro Brite, of Camaracu Island
living in Scotland’s Loch t like what would be on a | spotted’ the creature when In 1979, the racing sloop » ’

g : .
. ! . - ..o 5aid the beings resembled hu-
Ness — is lurking in the serpegt. They were as thick{iooked to see what was maldi rgg:':;;?;;'j': '::; :‘;ﬁ:;f;flﬂ{: mans and hegan peppering him
murky waters of a coastal s body, the large waves that cause on the way (o compete i a|With Questions in his own lan-
Georgia river. teve saw it and]boats to bang against

e dock. idney, guage,
Witnesses said the creature is : at in the world is| It came on to thé dock — _yaxht r:::nna;::::_ n:iur-enghie The beings questioned him
between 15 to 20 feet long, as kind - of whipping

its body to|] plane carrying two crew mem- | 8bout the number of people in
thick around as a man’s body| “It had to be 16.fo 20 feet long swim,” he recafed. gers and ll;lypagssengers vanished | Bis village and if there were any

and is covered with a slick|I was scared. " “I saw theody — it was as || over the straitin 1932, large uninhabited areas nearby.
greenish-to brown-colored skin.| “We didn’t hang ataund there | big around 4s a tire on a small [} The writers, who put their] ‘e said he was so paralyzed
It has a pushed in face and large | with our traps, but heatied right | car. It wad a brownish color and [{ findings in their book “The with fear that he could not re-
eyes, back up the river,” 15- {0 ¥-feet long. Devil’s Meridian,” by Lester-|member if he answered or net.
Eet fishermen Larry Gwin| Gwin and Wilson, both €xpe-|  “I €aw the head for-a mo- (| Townsend Publishing, inciude | The beings told him they would |
and Steve Wilson, of Brunswick, I rienced fishermen and famill oft. It had a pug nose and big || these and a host of other bizarre | FEHUIN, then went back into their
Ga., were stunned when the|with the creatures that inhabit [2#es a couple of inches apart. || disappearances — all occurring /| ¢raft and took off.
creature made 'a sudden ap-jthe Altamaha, swear it was . startled me to_see some- [| in the Bass Strait. He described their craft as
pearance and almost over-nothing like they'd ever seen, saucer-shaped and made from

turned their small hoat in the] *‘I'm very familiar with were some people Blonde ”mmmy a greyish material, 1t made no
Altamaha River, atees,” he said, *‘and there’s no x.there and they . . . sound at all, '
“We were at an elbow in the| way that was a mana o to get a gun, found in China Brito said he first noticed the

UFO as a small bright spot in
Chinese scientists ave baifled tho gawn- sky whigh r:l:gidly
over the recent find of thelgypaw larger as the crait ap-

world’s oldest mummy who h (e of
ived more than 6,000 years ago g;:gi ed_al a fantasiic rate o

she has blonde hair,

The body of & young woman 60” game ]‘3
withshoulder length blonde hair

river near Smith Lake pulling| was an eel, it’d be sompéthing. If ; but it disappeared.
up our traps,” recalls the 43- you catch a 4-foot Blackman, 74, of Briw
year-old Gwin, got a large one, said he was more “a
" “There’s a real deep hole} *“I know I'l pretty edgy i than scared.”

there and we didn't have;from now oy around Smith] ““There are a Jot of eels in the
enough rope to drop a trap, I[Lake.” river,” he said, “but I’ve never
think there’s a big. cave way| Incredibjf, the same or simi- | seen one more than 3 to 4 feet

S
=
<
1]

down there. lar creapdre was spotted four | long. If that was an eel, it was a ' . _ H
“All of a sudden a large wave}vears a€o in the river by Tom | monster eel.’’ ' 32::% a;fth;:;::l:f til:le atl?e SﬂVed by mag’; it
2 e 3 : : - = : S : Officials of a professional go
- 1| northeast séetion of China, tournament in South Africa used
; According tq carbon dating,

. a bizarre method of keeping the
lt:-ll’: b&ﬂ:;ﬁ\:;s ?lt.e us,,‘fﬁ,’,"’i‘h’: event from being rained out —
world’s oldest. they called in a witch doctor,

SIf the 5000 The officials turned to the
¢ 9,000-year-pld YQUM-| woird use of magic when huge,

mies of Egypt were acclaitngd| gari; storm clouds formed over
as the world’s oldest, then 0 woli course at the Sun City

Loulan woman should count as ort Hotel in Bophuthats-
even older,” said a Chinese| P
source.

New slant on living
Powerful winds in Locke
Mills, Muaine, toppled & 100

foot pine tree whose under. -

lymg roots gave a bizarre tilt
to this waoden cabin.

Researchers said the woman,
who was wearing ¢lothes and a
leather hat, apparently died ata
young age. She was lying on her
back on a wooden platiormt,

The most baifling mystery to
the scientists was the woman’s
blonde hair. Historians say that
Loulan was laler an important
trading center which sent cara-
vans o Europe. If the woman
was not European, then she

the event, they called in Chris-
tina, a well’known sorceress at
a local village,

Knueeling on the turf near the
clubhouse, Christing tossed onto
the grass some animal bones,
sea shells, two car keys and a
domino while wailing an eerie
chant. -

Incredibly, no rain fell and
American Lee Trevine won the
$21,000 first prize,

Feavi g\%lhe rain would spoil

Madame Bendit's prediction for this week

Famed Romanian psychic Pauline Bendit bas shown amaz-
ing accuracy in her astounding predictions of the future, Madame
Bendit makes-this exclusive prediction for NEWS readers:

The fashion world will be rocked when a Spanish clothes
designer introduces mini-skirts for men made from fake animal

skins and furs. .

Foe o
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2 DAYTON — Vlclne L.andrum

‘doesn't expect everybody to buy her (

story that a UFQ flanked by 23

tmilitary helicopters dousied her and’

‘iwo others with radiation on a de-
serted East Texus rc»adt one mghl.
‘last: Decernber. '

*I never believed in’ UFOS before,
leither,” she said, suddenly sitting
wpright in the chair of Her home 1
Jhim a religious person.”

+ Bul the local .police chief, Tony

‘Warring, a friend for 30 years,

~ouches fot her credibdity. Records
1‘m. Parkway Hospital . in Houston
-document the fading eyesnght skin
iblisters,” fecurring headaches and
Hemparary loss of hair she says he
has experienced: There are other
Iwitnesses. A state agency is investi-
gaung, Professional UFO watchers
wre excited. .
r “I's one of the mcst significant
irases we have,” said Dr. J. Alléh
‘Hynek. head of the Center for UFO
Swudies in Evanston, I, *The medi-
‘cal documentation is impressive.
This certaindy (falls in the category
-of o close’encounter.”
. All this was more than enough
Jfor the National Enquirer, the sen-
: *s:\tmrml—tahlouduto run the story last
‘month under a multi-color, top-of-
he-front-page headline. That is
how “Scientist at NASA Conlirms
UFO Terrorizes and Burns 3 Tex-
ans” came 10 greet millions of su-
purmarket shoppers across the na-
tion the weck of Aug. 11.
. THe scientist involved is John F.

— Suat man
SJ'IP was near New Caney

Schuessel, an engineer for McDon-
netl Douglas Corp. at the NASA
Johnson Space Center in Houston.
who, as a hobby, has been investi-
gating UFO sightings around - Hous-
wn for 15 years, Contrary to the-
sugpestion in the Enquirer headline,
his steuthing activities have no con-
necnon at ali with NASA:

“There is no doubt at all that
something happened,” he said.-
~And there i§ little doubt that the
three persons were exposed to radi-
ation.”" He said he has other “wit-
nesses who saw either helicopters or
the UFQ —— but not both together
— and medical experts 1o support
the radigtion ¢laim. However, citing
their desire for privacy; he refused
o retease their .names, including
those: of the experts.

Schuessel said there are only two -
possible expianations’ for the inei-
dent, “Either the helicopters were
chasing 1he object, or else they were
fhying with-it,” he said. "Iln either
case the {ederal government should
know sumething.” He is preparing a
paper on the incident 1o be:present-
el al’ a UFO conference in (..hlcago
Sept 26,

Lawyers for the three — Mrs.
Landrum. 32: her 7-year-old grand-
son. Colby, wha lives with her; and

repor

Women child say they
saw Shlp, 23 hellcopters

160 milés northwest that~just-hap-

§ zapped,”

- lonely, two-lane sireich of FIM 1485
-near New Caney, -Montgomery

a friend, Bett)' Cash, 57.‘al.l of Day—
ton — have “filed: [ormal r2QuUests
with the federal govemment, under
the Freedom of ‘Information “Act
(FOIA) for any reports mvolving
the incident.’ .

The three want 10" n]e a personal

[injury lawsuit against the govem-.

ment, in effect alleging hit-and-run;
to-recover whal they said was more
than $15,000 in medical bills “in-
cufred because of the al}eged radi-
ation exposupe.. But their, Tawyek,
Peter Gersten of New York -City,
acknowledged it would bé difficult
suing” without any-concrete - proof
that the governmenl was" ihvolved,
much less: l.hat ll. was. r&pomble for
the UFO.  7ro | .

. “If the government’ says we haye
no reports, I'm afraid that's the, #nd
of it unless someone, perhams a pi- -
tot, comes forward." he said..

"So far the- military hasn't re-
sponded formally 10 the FOIA re-
quests, but spokesmen for Lhe
Army, Navy and Air Force, as well
"ag the Defense Depariment, said last
week they know nothing about it

1 kecp getting calls on this," said
Maj. Tony Geishauser, the spokes-
man (or Fort Hood, ap"Army-base

pens 0 have several hundred heli-

copters of the sort described by Mss.

Landrum, “We did not have any

r.huppem up that night i in East Tex-
' hesaid. '

The only govemmental reactfon
so far. has been from the Texas De-
partmenl of Health, whose Bureau
of Rediation Control is conducting
an irvestigation at the requesL of a
Iocal iegislator.

s highly doubtiul we're going
10 find anything. but we're look-
ing,” said deparlmemal invesugator
Russ Meyer. - :

" Mrs. Landrum is sure of what she’
saw and what she felt.

- was a’ UFQ and we were
she said..

In separate mter\news, she and
Mrs. Cash’ gave this account:,

“Mrs. Landrum and Colby were
riding ‘With Mrs. Cash:in her car
about 9 p.m. on Dec. 29 along &

County, about 30 miles northeast of
Houston. About three miles ahead

. they could see some sort of highr in

the air, occasionally obscured. by

trees. As they drew nearer they:

-could see it was some sort of object
with orange and red flame. conung

. from the battom, -
© HSuddenly it gm. real brlght“'

Mrs. Landrum said, “We could see

' the objsct maybe 30 feet above the |

ground, 1 screamed for Besty to
stop. Then I said, ‘Bett.y you: might
as well face'it —thisis it ”

:Mrs.. Cash said, “I. thoug‘ht this
“was going to be-it.! . .

What they said they saw was a
metallic, diamond-shaped objett
with’ no visible markings, hovering
anywhere from 25 to 50 feet above
the ground. Mrs. Landrum said the
object was 25 feet high and 12 feet
across, although Mrs. Cash said it
was much larger, perhaps, 50 l'eet
hlgh and 25 feet across. ]

The women said they got aut. of
the car 10 look at the object '

“The road was 100 narrow to turn
around and we were blmded by all'~
the light," Mrs. Cash $aid. She said
the car became -very-hot. “An. im-

pression of Vickie's hand is still _!m- .

bedded in my dash.” she said.

- Afte about four minutes the’ by

"ject rosé, bathing the thrée. onlooks, |
ers in heat and headed in.a south-u

chkxe Landrum nevér beheved m UFOS before an expenence in December o

— U allmlo )

‘,em du-eenon but nol over 'lhe road
STt was going awuay from Jthe road,

s0 we keptgoing.in. the same. ditec- - -

tion, _mward Dayton .Mrs Cash

sald

. It was then they fnrst not:ced the -
‘ne11coplers _buzzing -about: : “They "

seemed thbe. fonowmg the . ob)ect.“
Mis. Landyum said, “and frying. to
'st.ay out oi each other s way"" '

1
’{

-seen hqadmg southwest “toward -
'Hotiston: Thi women said the en-

counter lasted perhaps 20 minutes.
When, they -arfived in ‘Dayton, -

“about 15 miles southeast, the .wom-

en' said they agreed not.to tell-any-

_one about the intident, not. even
;Mrs Landrurns husband, “Frankly, .-

-1 thought I was, cra.zy." Mrs. Lan-
drum a;ald Hi : :

‘I don 't‘o‘

1

from anorther ptanet 1 just don't believe init."

1"‘ "

™ Y . VT
e o W

r Lo

)

' —-Vlckle Landrum

She sa:d Lhe hellcopters were rel:
atively ‘large, twin-rotor -craft, but .

she could see no markmgs ‘Mrs.
Cash said ishe and Calby cgum:ed at
least230fthem L

Schuessél ‘said the three persons
descnbed perfectly -a Boeing-Vertol

by both Jthe Army -and the Air
Foice. *There, are civjlian Chinooks

around, but not'23 of them in one ;

place "he said. - P
'Finally the UFO \-.rlh the hehcop-
s | d;sappeared frofi sight Mus.

Land:um sald lhe flee was last'

o t

" three deyeriqmte_d;":?'-'-i

But within hours. thev said, all
1hree began to be vaolently iil with
stomach eramps and diarrhea.. =

-“She was in’ pretty bad shape.

-~ The doctors thought she ‘was going
"o die,”
. Cash. Finaliy when doctors could
' Chinook: helicopter. which are used -

-Mrs. Landrurn said of Mrs,

not diagnose the lllnes. the women
broke their vow of siléence and told

. the doctors what had happenéd.

“They seemed relieved that we had

" some sort of - explanation:”
_Cash recalled,

Mrs.

{\‘E'Slght of all
dly. “I never

They said the

had Lo wear glasm befcnre. but
‘I'm on my third set,” Mrs. (
- said. She said Colby, who for a1
experienced nightrares -from
incident, also had 1.0 start wed
.glasses. , oL
“1 still break out in water’ blts
T-get awful headaches and I ¢
take a hot bath,” she said. “T'll p
- ably go-back mto the hospml ||

| week.”

On the suggestion ot Pohce C

-beheve for a2 mmute that zhe UFO was Warring, who last week called ]

“Landrum “truthfol and . rehai
the wonien in February cal]&
UFO hotline in Washington.

* brought Schuessel into the case

While grataful for publicity,
said he wasn't altogether ple
that the National Enguirer, as
as another supermarket tabl
Globe, picked up -on’ the st
which hds recewed scant menuc
the Texas press.

MWe may have a credlbnhty p
tem.” he said.

Both he and the women Iea
the.explanation that the UFO
some sort of military project
don't believe for a minute that
UFQ was from .another .pla
Mrs. Landrum said. “I just don'
lieve in :t

ot ST )



Page © msnm—mzmamomﬁsrn

Radiation burn victims seeking $20 million from U.S.

government claiming gigantic UFO cover-up

" Colby Landrum: “Petrifted”
.by the UFO encounter.

Mres. Batty Cash suffered radi-
ation burins.

TWO women and a boy who say
they received horrible radi-
ation burns during a terrifying
encounter with a UFQ are suing
the U.S. government for $20
million — claiming that a huge
Pentagon cover-up is prevent-
ing them from petting proper
medical care.

“I don't think the UFO was from
out space,’” says grandmother
Vickie Landrum. “I think there’s
been one big cover-up — that the
government had something that
got out of control.

“We talked to one Pentagon
man who told us the U.S. would be
panic-stricken if it knew about
these things.

“I told him that we're not afraid

of what we know, we're afraid of
what we don't know.”
Mrs. Landrum, 60, claims that

the frightening close encounter be- -

gan when she, her t0-year-old
grandson, Colby, and a friend, 5¢-
ear-old Betty Cash, were return-
g from a bingo game in rural
Pg:;%ton. Texas, on her 29,

“We were driving on a back
road when Colby saw a light off to
our .left,” ed Mrs. Landrum.
“It came closer to us and was f-
nally so near that I begged Betty to
stop the car.

“The object was about 60-ft.
across, the size of a water tower. It
hovered about 150 €. over the road
near some trees and made a sound
like an engine.”

To the trio’s amazement, says
Mrs. Landrum, the cold night be-

6l don’t think
it came from
outer space.
The Pentagon
is hiding

something

bath and put him to bed, but before
the night was over he started
vomiting.

“Then I got sick. | was so weak
I had to crawl back to bed. We were
both so thirsty we were begging for
water.” .

The next day the shaken pair
learned that . Cash had also
fallen excruciating ill.

“We went to her house nearby

came scorchingly hot whep the ob-— —and-found her lying-th

ject approached.

“I screamed for Betty to get
back in the car — it suddenly felt
like we were outside on a hot sum-
mer day,” she said.

“I was sitting in the car, hugging
Colby with one hand and holding
onto the dashboard with the other.
The dashhoard was hot to the touch.

“Colby screamed and cried. I
was petrified but I told him, ‘If you
see a big man coming out of that
thing, it’s Jesus and he'll take us to
a better place.

“It sounds crazy but I really
thought we were going to die.”

The object slowly moved away

_ after five or six minutes, only to be

replaced by another horrifying vis-
itation, according to Mrs. Lan-
drum, “Immediately after it left, it
was followed by a whole group of
gigantic helicopters,” she said.
“They seemed to come out of ne-
where.

“Betty climbed back in the car
and, although we were all shaking,
we drove it a little ways and pulled
off the road. To calm Colby, 1
counted the helicopters.There were
28 of the big, double-rotary kind.
They went racing by with their
searchlights on.”

The terrified group then drove
back to Dayton” without dcllitf*a
soul of their bizarre encounter.

“My grandson kept asking me if
the thing would come back and get
us He was terrified I gave hm a

L0

red, swollen bumps, half as big as
eggs, all over her face.”

Mrs. Cash was later admitted to
local hospital and treated for radi-
ation burns, Mrs. Landrum said,
adding sadly. “She had a beautifu)
head of black hair, and it all fell ont
after that night.

“I got cancer after the UFQ inci-
dent, but the doctors wouldn't give
me radiation treatment because
they said 1 had so much radiation in
my body,” Mrs. Cash said. “I'm now
on chemotherapy.

“The doctors told me radiation
definitely caused my cancer.”

John Schuessler of Houston, a
member of the scientific boards of
investigation for the Center for
UFO Studies in Evanston, Ill., said:

“Betty Cash lost two-thirds of
her hair, and had every kind of
medical test imaginable, but the
diagnosis was_never made, The
conclusion was that no one knew
what had happened.

“But this is a believable case,
Other witnesses saw the helicop-
ters that night. '

“Betty was exposed to the light
longer than the others — she was
out there looking for seven to 10
minutes,” said Schuessler.

“We checked with all the nearby
Army and Air Force bases, The
officials were cooperative but said
the helicopters weren’t theirs.
f[t'hey‘re not taking any responsibil-
l y L)
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ﬂy n exposed to an unidentified: flying object and
t.fe-* ered radiation exposure as a result.
A «iH was a cold, cloudy evening on Dec. 29 when Vickie Lan-
Q‘ggpm 57, a waitress, and her former employer, Betty Cash, 52,
L

red

they spotted something strange “] saw's long,
m.

lht‘ﬂg -in the sky about three.miles ahead," said Mrs.
:Jﬁzs ying (o figure out what it was.”’ "

"' S £3]d that within minutes the object was in front of them.

rum sald she screamed at Mrs. Cash to stop the car

:‘;‘merney ‘ail jumped-out.

b ‘whu lives with Mrs, Landrum, tan back to the cara -

aler and hid on the t‘toorboard said Mrs. Landrum..

).ﬂ .":m A

%'pg an umnhabited stretch of
;, gi’M 1485 aboui' 30 mtles north
e‘%&st of Houston near: Huﬂman

ﬁ-‘-
"

”"-‘}:'
: ;@_‘pﬁ about 15.miles west of Day-.
‘wﬁ%@ﬁ; ihey spotted somethmg

gtrange l:saw a IOng-‘__-_ red ihmg-':
in the sky about three miles
satd? Vickie Landrum. “I

?f'm

i emaiigd outslde about four minutes and Mrs.
Ehe Satgesgg‘;e, gokpe closest 1o the object and waiched 1

bou inue: -

, 7'?0{'%. wéslglt:mom% B nd as: wll a5 A Water tower,” Mrs.
3! T e '1\Ya :__ dull g,-ay metalti color, and it just
ﬂﬂq ”*‘t;here 4 qr o 7 ,::: rnes were mtgi‘mtt!ently Spewing

£ tifk it produced a noise she will pever -

¢ Wi und like a flame thrower and then ;
' AR It mﬁd peeh] ‘. B flammable=smell, like- l[ght:r
fgf d‘ 5. he smd eall ‘she said, was so- intense” hat jt

wgaused awe
y STt wassO,

whole w mect\e a
m‘eﬁ! 5“3353 ’ heli
A s *“k o Gunad abouh 23 helic
'“‘ Bhe 52760 @“;@3 0 it 1t seema Tikes s

et gnd her companions,
-4 ﬁtt egerythme up. It was asif the

Y IR gme BV ovgud let
$EE Y Toa vE v%“&‘ A s?%“r%ft%?%‘*"‘ e -
| BRI NE e

_ AT, -
Bl T ' Friday, Seplember 25, 198}

3 Thﬁ Texas Department of Health and three prwate agencles
%eteing reports {hat two Dayton women and a child

'en owner of a cafe in Dayton, and Mrs. Landrum’s 7- year-old o
gﬂﬁndscn Colby Landrum, were driving from New Caney t¢

{Aayton A
ong an uninhabited streteh of FM 1485, about 30 miles L
'( t of Houston near-Huffman and about 15 miles weSt of - .-

g the northwest \'Satd _
yibia-Totarythelicopters Tatlg i

s

Al

PRa1o by Cindy Horswell, Chranichy Statt

Vickie Landrum, a §7- year—old Daylon waitress,

says she and:.two.other Dayton residents ‘saw a-
strange object in the sky nine months ago. Since
then, the three have experience symptoms similar
to the effects of radiation exposure _
length of time each was outSLde the car and bathed in ll
bright light.

«1 felt so hot inside, a3 if I was burning from the inside oot

Mrs. Cash said. ‘The light blinded me so much that - couldn
see 10 ?ack the car up and we were afraid to go under “19
object.’ .

The two women and boy initially made a pacl not to. tell.

M

anybody about what they had seen because they felt they S
" would not be believed.

“It was just too weird to menlion, bul we d;dn’t know the]l p i

that we had been hutt,” said Mrs, Landrum, P o

. By 1 a.m. that night, Mrs, Landrum said both she and her -
-, grandson had blistered as if badly sunburned and bqth suﬂ'e

ed from nausea and diarrhea.

i
_ “We were.starving for water. Just couldn’t %et enough a
- couldn't stand a warm bath. It had to be cold, for.weeks afie
that. Didn't like being near a stove or hot food, » shie said.

She said that Lwo days later she visited Mrs. Cash; who lived
alone, and found her so weak she.could not gét-a glass of
waler, Mrs. Landrum said part of Mrs. Cash’s body was
covered with egg-sized knots and blisters. Mrs. Cash wat

italized the next day at Parjway Hospital in Houston,
?:e trio broke their secrecy pact then and told doctors abou:
the incident. Mrs. Landrum also reported it to Da:{,ton Police
Chief Tornmy-Waring. - -
Waring sald he has known; ‘Mrs. Landrum for abOth 30 yearr

. and “afler telking to her for 35 op 40 minutes, you knew._ shé -
_ Was reparting whet she thouﬁht she saw. She dppedFed higm}

nervous and upsgl

Mrs. Landrum said her halr began (o “come’ out in° wads’i
and her eyesight began failing about three wieks aflef the
incident. She then S(Ju ht medical attention. Her Heir has sinee

" regrown, though she says it now Ras a burnt, frizzled texture,

The three have baen interviewed by John F. Schuessler, i

" mechanical engineer employed as McDonnel Douglas’ DFOJEC\

manager for space flight operalions in Clear Lake Cily. He i

s now: staymg wﬂh Herl—

‘. o emmutesp you k_newn she was' re--;

e

g . }
[
.‘ . .". .t

: ;

_'inveeh anng her. case in hls capaclty asa volunteer wtth lhe-‘

‘Mutual UFQ Network.

He and Dr. J.. Allen Hynek, founder of the Center for UFQ . .

Studies in Evanston, I)l., say-the Dayton incident is tie most
- significant sighting that has occurred in the Houslon area in 10

4 (the object) was a monstrous
thing. It seermed like it was hav- :
ing “trouble ﬂymg, and so! it
X woutd fet’ cut those. flames and_' ?
then shoot up again while mak-
ing that shrill beepmg sound,”
said Betty Cash, 2 dworcee ~who ’

;mcther in Falrheld A‘Ia.

T

years “That’s because thei'e 1s somethmg )ou can actually

examine afterward — the Ehysucal injuries,” sald Schuessler.
Dr. P.B.Patil, a speciglist in cardiolo,

cine, said he and his: colleagies hospitalized Mrs. Cash twice

.. at Parkway Hospital in Houston for 2 total of about 3% weeks.
) "She definitely had 2 bad burn on her face and her halr came

oul'in’‘clumps in two of thiee areas,” hesaid. .

He said -consuitants'were called in, but “we cannot say for
sute what caused 1t " though he would ot rule out radialion
exposure. . PLOE

Steve Chandle;,. a leerty optometnst treated Mrs.

PRy Ty

Dayton Poluce hnef~;.*'l' omm;
Warmg said he has known Mrs.

: :'.:Landrum for about 30 years and

i /;..t._..fh.'-

"""‘ 3'|-|.<4 4

;-..

saw. She appeared hlghly nerv- "
ous arid upset.”

Landrum for & puﬂ‘y, red: eyes. “There was_ qmte a blt of
irritation” and Swelling, redness’ due. to Some"typé pf 'biirn~
. around the eyes>but-T'don't know the ¢ause of:jt."~he-said;-
‘atknowledging that her eyssight' has wersened,“H¢ said>an"
_ allergy to sunlight, chemicals and “othér- thmgs pou]d havé .
".CausDE the saine symptoms rs radiatiom.s ..o v
" Dr.-Jameg- Easley, a Hoyston, radmlggtst.“examhted ;the;
women more than SiX months after- the-incident bab said his -
results were nof conclusive because he saw {he women so late,
Schuessler has two theories about the sighting: Either the
object came from another planet or it was an experimental
_ top-secret U. S government project. ; .

"_beenDeczs

and inlernal medi- .

I

‘:ffafter talktng fo hei: for 35 or: 40?-“' ¥

%o wit

Lok o —a Lah it

v
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To substanttate the trio’s story, Schuessler has gathe1
reprts from several persons in the area whb also say they 5
something strange.’: |

On that same nlght Ar;f:e btanley, 26, a Dayton posta! cle
was coming home from New Caney on FM 1485 about, 13 mi
west of Dayton. I saw a really bright light in the sky pre
far away,” she said.- i looked like the bright headlights o
cdronan oval-shaped thing."

Jerry McDonald, 24,°an oil field roughneck, also witness
- something strange that night from his home in Dayton:
ieard a sound like a rumble, and [ thought it was the Goodye
blimp,” be said. “It was kind of triangular or diamond-shap
—.and had two twin-torches that were shooting brilltant bl
flames out the back:” He said it also had two-bright lights on
gjnd a red light in the center as it passed about 150 feet abor

Belle’ Magee 55, a bakery clerk, was in her home in Eas
gate, about eight miles west of Dayton when she looked o1
and saw a bright light heading in the direction of New Cane:
“It was bright, like the light of a football field, but up in ik
skyl*shesaid. - -
ayton police ofﬁcer L.L Walker was off dity and drivin
- home from Cleveland, five miles north of. Dayion-on FM.32.
 when he Saw. several large helicopters ﬂymE in foryation:H
says ke I3 not sure of the: exact date. butst mks |t mey hav

i ;lolgl Mrs. Landrum’s memory, she was hypnotued twic
. by Dr. R. Leo Sprinkle, a psychologist and director of courise)
Ing and testing at the University of Wyoming. Sprinkie ha
“studied. about 250 persons who have reponed UFO mghtmg,
'+ during the last 20 years. -
Uhder hypnosis, -Mrs. Lendrum dld not reveal any. nev
" details, be said but she dld not alier her siory, either. .
~ w“Ghe showed very dramatically what her. l‘eehn%s were at’
- she relived it;”? he said. ‘‘She kept pulling on her blouse aris
- cradltpg her arm like-she was holding Colby close. She saic
she ‘thought it was lhe end oi‘ the worl and esus was coming
out of the light,"* :
Sprinkle said there IS0 way o know If 2 person is hypno;
, “but based on my 15:years experience, she was— or elst
she has beeniaking. acling. lessons.”” Hypnosus recall does nol
_ prové an incident happened he smd ‘but “it’s her truth, whaf
the individual thinks is-frue.” -
At the request of stale Rep. Lﬂrry Browder, D—Coldsprlng
the Texas Depariment of Health's Bureau of Radmtton Control
is irivestigating the Dayton incident.

Y “We came into this thing fairty late tn ‘Lhe game " said Russ

geyer. manege; of the states pubhc health department nh
ouston. .
On Sept. 16, he drove the stretch of ‘Yoad where the slghting
. I-suppased to. have oceurred. His radiation detection equip-
* ment dlid not firid.any traces of remnant radiation in the area.
.He also took soil s_amples but testmg Qf them ts riot. completé
D 1 X there had. been :aquctived contamination ih large
*Amounts, some wouldstill-be'left there, " he sid.. However, he
said ‘certain Lypes. of radlation’ -r—-=such as ullraviolet- hghf
9 infrafed light anc[‘low-energy x—rays ~ mt,ght not leave: any

1. residual traces

! Meyer has tecomménded. that the tria's medical records be
‘ reviewed by the state health department’s medical advisory
- hoard:-Specialists; he sald, could differentiate between radia-
" tion and symptoms that could be attributed to such things as
. chemical toxins.., -

: The hehcopters as descrlbed by the women, would appear
" to be CH47 Chinooks,-used by the mililary as troop cartlers.
» However, spokesmen for the Army and Natiopal Guard, both
. of which keep helicopters in the Houston ares, said there are

" no records of military helicopters being flown on Dec. 29. -
. Attorney Peter:Gersten-of the Bronx, N.Y., representing
S G Citizens Against UFQ: Sececy, said, e is; mtereeted ity the
* Dafibil women «and~*particalarly interested in- things to do

the military.”
- fTwosweeks a%?é MnhletMm to the National Guerd and
;'U.S “Alr Force headquarters requesting information on_heli-
copters which may have been-involved with the “startling
" encounter of a UFO" near Dayton and requesimg all récords
they might possess on the subject. = -~
ﬁlhtary authorities e.ald h:s Ietler has been forwarded to

their legal departments
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UFO report

Women,

child say they

saw ship, 23 helicopters

By WILLIAM P. BARRETT
Houston Bureau

DAYTON — Vickie Landrum
doesn’t expect everybody to buy her
story that a UFQ flanked by 23
military helicopters doused her and
Lwo others with radiation on a de-
serted East Texas road ome night
last December,

“1 never believed in UFQOs before,.

either,” she said, suddenly sitting
upright in the chair of her home. 1
am a religious person.”

But the local police chief, Tony
Warring, a friend for 30 years.
vouches for her credibility. Records
at Parkway Hospital in Houston
document the fading eyesight, skin
blisters, recurring headaches and
temporary loss of hair she says he
has experienced. There are other
witnesses, A state agency is investi-
gating. Professional UFQ watchers
are excited.

“IV's one of the most significant
cases we have,” said Dr. J. Allen
Hynek, head of the Center for UFQ
Studies in Evanston, Ill. “The medi-

* cal documentation is impressive.
This certainly falls in the category
iy ‘J of a close encounter.”

WIS more thali enou
for the Nalional Enquirer, the sen-
sational tabloid, to run the story last
month under a multi-color, top-of-
the-front-page headline. Thau is
how *Scientist at NASA Confirms
UFQ Terrorizes and Burns 3 Tex-
- ans” came to greet millions of su-
permarket shoppers across the na-
tion the week of Aug. 1].

The scienlist involved is John F.

]

— Stail map

Site was near New Caney

Schuessel. an engineer for McDon-
nell Douglas Corp. at the NASA
Johnson Space Center in Houston,
who, as a hobby, has been investi-
gating UFO sightings around Hous-
ton for 15 years. Contrary to the
suggestion in the Enquirer headline,
his sleuthing activities have no con-
nection at all with NASA.

“There is no doubt at all that
something happened,” he said.
“And there is little doubt that the
three persons were exposed o radi-
ation.” He said he has other wit-

* nesses who saw either helicopters or
the UFO — but not both together
— and medical -experts 0 support
the radiation claim. However, ¢iling
their desire for privacy, he refused
w release their names, including
those of the experts.

Schuessel said there are only two
possible explanations for the inci-
dent. “Either the helicopters were
chasing the object. or else they were
flying with it.” he said. “In either
case the federal government should
know something.” He is preparing a
paper on the incident to be present-
ed at a UFO conference in Chicago
Sept. 26.

Lawyers for the three = Mrs.
Landrum, 32: her 7-year-old grand-
son, Colby, who lives with her: and

a friend, Betty Cash, 57, all of Day-
ton — have filed formal requests
-with the federal government under
the Freedom  of Information Act
{FOIA) for any reports involving
the incident.

The three want to [ile a personal
injury lawsuit against the govern-
ment, in effect-alleging hit-and-run,
to recover what they said was more
than $15,000 in medical bills in-
curred because of the alleged radi-
ation expoesure. But their lawyer,
Peter Gersten of New York City,
acknowledged it would be difficuly
suing without any concrete proof
that the government was involved.
mch less that it was responsible for
the UFO.

“If the government says we have
no reports, I'm afraid that's the end
of it unless someone, perhaps a pi-
lot. comes forward,” he said.

So far the military hasn't re-
sponded formally to the FOIA re-
guests, but spokesmen for the
Army, Navy and Air Force, as well
as the Defense Department; said last
week they know nothing about it.

“I keep getting calls on this,” said
Maj. Tony Geishauser, the spokes-
rnan for Fort Hood, an Army base

-miles northwest that just hap-—
pens to have several hundred heli-
copters of the sort described by Mrs
Landrum. “We did not have any
choppers up that night in E.ast Tex-

* he said.

Thc only governmental reaction
so far has been from the Texas De-
partmeni of Health, whose Bureau
of Radiation Control is conducting
an investigation at the request of a
local legislator.

"It’s highly doubLiul we're going
o (ind anylhing. but we're look-
ing.” said departmental investigator
Russ Meyer.

Mrs. Landrum is sure of what she
saw and what she felt.

“It was a UFQ and we were
zapped.” she said.

In separate interviews. she and
Mrs. Cash gave this account;

Mrs. Landrum and Colby were
riding with Mrs. Cash in her car
about 9 pm. on Dec. 29 along a
lonely., two-lane streich of FM 1485
near New Caney. Montgomery
County; about 30 miles northeast of
Houston. About three miles ahead
they could see some sort of light in
the air. occasionally obscured by
trees. As they drew nearer they

could see it was some sort of object
with orange and red flame coming
{rom the bottom.

“Suddenly it got real bright.”
Mrs. Landrum said. “We could see
the object maybe 30 foet above the
ground., 1 screamed for Betty to
stop. Then I said, ‘Betty you might
as well [ace it — this is it." "

Mrs. Cash said, “I thought this
was going to be it.”

What they said they saw was a
metallic, diamond-shaped object
with’ po visible markings, hovering
anywhere from 25 to 50 feet above
the ground. Mrs, Landrum said the
object was 25 feet high and 12 feet
across, although Mrs. Cash said it
was much larger, perhaps 50 feet
high and 25 feet across.

The women said they got out of
the car to look at the object.

*“The road was 100 narrow to turn
around and we were blinded by all
the light,” Mrs. Cash said. She said
the car became very hot. “An im-
pression of Vickie's hand is still im-
bedded in my. dash,” she said.

After about four minutes the ob-
ject rose, bathing the three onlook-
ers in heat. and headed in a,south-

— UPI shato

Vickie Landrum never believed in UFOs before an experience jn December

ern direction but not over:ithe road.
“It was going away from the road,
so we kept going in the same direc-
tion, toward Dayton,” Mrs, Cash
said.

It was then they first noticed the
helicoplers buzzing about. “They
seemed to be following the object,”
Mrs. Landrum said, “and trying to
stay out of each other’s way.”

seen t\eading .southwest toward
Houston. The women said the en-
counter Jasted perhaps 20 minutes,

When they arrived in Dayion,
about 15 miles southeast, the wom-
en said they agreed not to tell any-
one about the incident, not even
Mrs. Landrum's husband. “'Frankly,
I thought I was crazy,” Mrs. Lan-
drum said.

I don’t: believe for a minute that the UFO was
from another planet. [ just don’t believe in it

— Vickte Landrum

She said the helicopters were rel-
atively large, twin-rotor craft, but
she could see no markings., Mrs.
Cash said she and Colby counted at
least 23 of them,

Schuessel said the three persons
described perfectly a Boeing-Vertol
Chinook helicopter, which are used
by both the Army and the Air
Force. “There are civilian Chinooks
around, but not 23 of them in one
place,” he said.

Finally the UFO with the hehcop-
ters disappeared from sight. Mrs‘
Landrum said the fleet was last)

But within hours. they said, all
three began to be violenily ill with
stomach cramps and diarrhea.

“She was in prefty bad shape.
The doctors thought she was going
o die.” Mrs. Landrum said of Mrs.
Cash. Finally when doctors could
not diagnose the illness, the women
broke their vow of silence and told
the doctors what had happened.
“They seemed relieved that we had
some sort of explanation,” Mrs.
Cash recalled.

They said the evesight of all
three deteriorated rapidly. T never

had 10 wear glasses before. but now 4
I'm on my third set,” Mrs. Cash

said. She said Colby. who for a tiime

experienced nightmares from the

incident, also had to start wearing

glasses.

“I still break out in water blisters,
I get awful headaches and 1 can
take a hot bath,” she said. “I'll prob-
ably go back into the hospital next
week.”

On the suggestion of Police Chief
Warring, who last week called Mrs.
Landrum “truthful- and reliable,”
the women in February called a
UFO hotline in Washington. That
brought Schuessel into the case,

While grateful for publicity, he
said he wasn't altogether pleased
thal the National Enquirer, as well
as another supermarket tabloid,
Globe, picked up on the story,
which has received scant mention in
the Texas press.

“We may have a credibility prob-
lem.” he said.

Both he and the women lean o
the explanation that the UFO was
sorne sort of military project. “1
don't believe for a minute that the
UFQ was from another planet,”
Mrs. Landrum said. "1 _}usl don’t be-
lieve in it

»
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J | By BiLLY COX
| Gannett News Service

- This is the second of two

articles on 8n aileged UFO en-
counter.

| DAYTON, Tex. — Vickie Lang-
mm- already had placed a
‘number of aimless phone calls
into various levels of the Wash-
ington, D.C., bureaucracy, trying
to get help.

She finally reached a UFD

- § group in Tucson, Ariz., called the

Aerial Phenomenon Research
Organization (APRO).

She says the man who called
her back was named Bill English
and that he said he might be ahle
to help.

Betty Cash and Vickie said he
told them to tape their story and
‘}mail the cassettes to him. Betty
Talso said she submitted to a
Jmugshot session by a photogra-

pher contracted by English, and

i the pictures went to APRO.

. It 'was the last contact they

-if},would have with Bill English.

s The next thing they knew, the

+story had worked its way into a
West Palm Beach, Fla., tabloid
called Globe.

“There's never heen a Globe
reporter to ever even call me, let
alone talk to me in person,” Cash

_said. "And this is the second
-story now that they have printed

me that ... really, it's bad, where
my hair is gone, my ears are all
swollen, my eyes are swollen,
and all thig stuff. Where they got
the picture 1 don't know.
Evidently, Bill English is the one
that gave it to ‘'em.”
English could not be reached
for comment. A spokesmanr for
APRO, who declined to have his
name printed, said he left the
.organization several years ago
and is ““‘unable to be traced.”

The Globe article was the
tripwire igniting alarm bells up
-and down tableid journalism’s
halls of hysteria. The National.
Enquirer and the Weekly World
News zoomed in on the story —
that Cash and Landrum one eve-
ning three years ago saw a mam-

... and then they had a picture of .

moth, glowing, diamond-shaped
light, being either pursued or
escorted by a fleet of CH-47
helicopters near a iwo-lane high-
way in the heart of a forest right
outside this community. They
since have sustained blisters,
sores, hair loss, nausea, diar-
rhea, anorexia. One investigator
calls it a “'classic case of radi-
ation poisoning,” but no definite
answers to that night have been
forthcoming despite months of
investigation, - S|
*“1 have never quoted this ob-
ject as being a UFQ,” Cash sald.
“1t wasn't. [t was very well-’
identified. We don't know, but
the government knows. They

know because they had the heli-

co'll::ters there to protect it.”
hat thougiit had occurred to
John Schuessler, NASA's flight
operations manager who had
begun to investigate the bizarre
incident. But one of his most
exasperating experiences, he
said, was dealing with Ellingten
Air Force Base, 15 miles south-
east of Houston, where eight
National - Guaard Reserve
Chinooks were based.

“Every time we talk to them,
we get a different story,’” he
says.

Schuessler's probe reached
elaborate proportions.

He managed to corral four
other witnesses who said they
noted unusual activity in the sky
on the night of Dec. 29, 1880, near
here. Belle Magee said whatever
she saw “lit up like a footbail
field”’; Angie Stanley saw some-
thing “'like car lights coming in
over the 'trees''; Jerry Maec-
Donald saw a triangular-shaped
object shooting fire, and L.L.
Walker insisted he saw the heli-
copters. '

By the spring of 1982, a media
blitz would hit the Department of

the Army Inspector General’s .

Office (DAIG) on the issue.
DAIG's ensuing investigation —
and the conclusion it reached -
would srawn one of the most
uusual lawsuits the judicial sys-
tem will ever hear.

— Helicapters — not lightweight
airbuggies but big, lumbering
CH-47s, Chinooks, Troop trans-
ports, military oxen for heavy-
duty cargo. Nearly two dozen of
them, maybe a few smaller Bell
Hueys, embarked on an obscure
mission over a patch of Texas
backwoods on the night of Dec.
29, 1980.

— Two women and a child
reporting symptoms of radiation
sickness, victims of a_nameless
glowing thing which rained dan-
gerous heat on them.

Those were the allegations.

In early 1082, the U.S. Air
Force passed the notes of its
investigation to the Department
of the Army Inspector General
(DAIG) in Washington. The
DAIG told Lt. Col. George Sar-
ran to check it out. His orders
were explicit.

“My overriding concern was,
were there Army helicopters in-
volved in this incident? It
seemed to me that something
happened to cause these women
to be burned ...

“But whether or not they were
burned was not part of my chart-

er. My charter was, were there
military aircraft that were flying
within 100 miles of that area
within a coupje of hours either
way of when they said they had
this experience?”

On March |18, 1882, Vickie
Landrum, grapdson Colby Land-
rum, %, and Betty Cash flew 10

. New York to appear on Good
- Morning, America. Accompany-

ing them was Schuessler. & na-

. tionwide viewing audience heard

Colby tell it again: *....Some of
‘em had double rotors and that's
what caught our attention. They
were flying around it and some of

'em was comipg toit...""
I'he case also was beginning to

gain acceptajice as news in a
number of newspapers.

In the summer of 1881, the
lesions were till breaking out on

Betty Cash's| skin. Unable to.

work, she wrate letters 1o Texas
senators Lloyd Bentsen and John
Tower, asking them for help.
Both offices gave her the same
advice: file fa claim with the
USAF Judge}. Advocate claims
ofticer at Bergstrom AFB near
Austin, Tex.

Flight operations manager for.the Space

GNS Photo
huttle Columbia
John Schuessler investigated thé possible UF‘#O encounter.

. Following the Good Morning,

LUFO ‘victim’ to file suit againsy AIr

On Aug. 17, 1981, Betty, Vickie
and Colby drove to Bergstrom to
meet wilh the claims officer.
They were met by Acting Staft
Judge Advocate Capt. William
.Camp, Claims Officer Capt.
Terry Davis, and Assistznt
Claims Officer Pat Wolfe.
America show, altorney Petér
Gersten volunteered to process
the dgriev.'amces of Cash and the
Landrums for free, but on a pari-
time basis. He told them of his
experience in pressing UFQ-re-
lated lawsuits against the gov-
?rnment. They accepted his of-
er. |

Lt. Col. George Sarran says
DAIG involvement began in Feb-
ruary 1982. He speculates that
the Air Force passed its notes his
way when the Landrums and
Cash persisted in identifying the
helicopters as Chinooks. *The
Air  Force  doesn’'t own
Chinooks,” he said. |

Sarran says he spent three
months on the phone trying to
establish what installations
within a reasonable. proximity of
Houston could have mobilized f‘
mission of such magnitude.

He drew blanks, :
In May ‘82, the National Gua
helicopter pilot who Vickie Land-
rum claimed told her he'd partic-
ipated in the UFO mission denied
the allegations. !

L.L. Walker, a policeman who,
with his wife Marie, was driving
home to Dayton the night of Dec,
29, 1980, was interviewed by Sar-
Tan.

‘1 was on 32I, headed back to
town from Cleveland,” recalls
the veteran patrolman who was
off-duty at the time — past mid!
night, nearly three hours after
the Landrums and Cash said they
had their encounter. "We'd been
up thére visiting earlier that
night.- And we were on the way
home ... And I told my wife,
‘That's very unusual.’ | said,
‘Look at all those feflicopters.”

"*"There were some of these big
work helicopters that have,
doubte rotors on the front and an’
the back. Big workhorses. They'

- the appeal was

Force

had about, oh, four or five of ‘em
there, and then I saw a little -
command helicopter, all of ‘em
painted with Army inscriptions,
identification stars and all that.
You could see it because of their |
lights.” .

NASA's John Schuessler gave
Sarran's  investigation high
marks, except for one thing: *'He
didn't check to see if there were
any classified oglerations going
on that night. He told me it
wasn't his job. And that was the
ltti-..ophole in the entire investiga-

On,”

Not so, Sarran counters. He
says he even met with a contact
in the Central Intelligence Agen- |
cy. “'Is there a chance that some-
body was intentionally mislead-
ing me?"" He pauses. “1 would
say uneguivecably no. There .
would’'ve been no reason for that
tc have taken place.’"”

In June 1982, Sarran submitted .
his report to the division chief.
The concluding sentence in the
memorandum left no room for
ambiguity: “There was no
evidence that would indicate that
Army, National Guard, or Army
Reserve helicopters were in-
volved.”

Sarran is now a comptroller
for the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Cash-Landrum attorney
Gersten thus tackled the me-
chanics of trying to assign re-
sponsibility for his clients' medi-
cal injuries to the Air Force. On
Dec. 27, 1582, he filed the first
claims for compensation at
Bergstrem AFB, The motion was |
denied on May 20, 1883, He filed
an appeai on Ju?r 23. On Aug. 21

enied.

The next step, according to
Gersten, is 'to enter the Cash-
Landrum Incident in U.S. Dis-
triet Court. He said the suit will
be filed and his clients will be
seeking $10 million. **It'll be the
first time the government has
ever been sued for damages
caused by a UFQ." '
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CLOSE ENCOUNTER WITH UFO FLEET
SCARS TWO WOMEN i

that were attached to the
By BOB BORINO

main UFO.
AN INCHEDI BLE UFO sighting has left two women and a

GLOBE's research re-
veals that another diamond-
seven-year-old boy suffering from the terribte eﬂects of
radiation poisoning.

shaped obiect was sighted at
One of the victims, Betty Cash, 52, has been forced 10

the end of November on a
country road at Liberty,

move from her home after the terrifying encounter with a 24-

stroag fleet of alien craft.

about 40 miles from the spot
where the light confronted
Cash and Landrum.
She has suffered an agonizing headache for more than three
months since the incident; strange lumps have appeared on
her head and neck, and a lot of her hair has fallen out.

T

T AT

One “witness, Liberty
realtor Nellie Zedick, 58,
who was traveling with her

Hercompanion, Vickie Landrum 56, has started ]osmg her

sight, and even
Landrum’s grand-
son, Colby, is
suffering  eye
problems. ‘*He
still has night-
mares,”’ his
shocked grand-
mother adds,

At first, the two
women kept quiet

about their amazing experi-
ence because they thought
“people would laugh at us
and say we were crazy.’

But now, veteran UFQO

investigator Bill English
says: "‘It's an incredible,
but an unimpeachable, case
of three ordinary people who
find themselves suddenly
caught up in events stranger
. than the wildest science
fiction.”

Their nightmare began last
Dec. 29as they drove along a
lonely country road about
30 miles from Houston,
Texas.

Suddenly, "an extremely
bright, luminous object™
appeared in the night sky.

1t just kind of exploded

from nowhere.”" Landrum
recalls. *'[t kind of hovered
over the road, b}ocking our
path

1t was so bright lhat we
could not tell what was the
source of the light.”

Cash stopped the car, then
felt an incredible surge of
heat strike her from the Ilght
**It hit like a physical blow "’
she toid GLS

“lf we hadnt stopped,

1'm sure we would have run

into the thing and. probably
burned up.
"The outside temperature

was about 40 degrees, but I -

had to turn the air condi-
tioner on — and we could

LANDRUM (ieft) and CASH
comiort each other after
blzarre UFO nightmare. Arrow
on map Indicates scenes of
terrifying ehcounters.

still feel the heat.™”

Landrum says:; **“The thing
where the fire was coming
from looked to be about the
size of a water tank. Colby
kept telling us it looked like
a diamond wnh one end
rouaded off.”

‘She wold GLOBE: “'The
first thought that came 1o
mind was that the world was
ending.””

Both women felt a sudden
compulsion to approach the
blinding object. **Betty got
out and Slal'ted to walk to-
ward it,” Landrum says.

“J started to get out, 100,
but my grandson was crying
and carrying on so that |
went back to calm him.”
Cash went several yards

' | before the heat forced her |
back.

For another |5 minutes, |

‘| the mysterious object hover- |

ed in from of them before

driféng away toward Hous-

ton. The three victims drove 4
on but after three miles they

heard *‘a terrible roaring

sound,” says Landrum.

“'We saw what looked like
helicopters circling around
the object.”” Cash counted
23 of them... **1 counted
them to help me think 1
wasn't going crazy.’

The women watched the
craft maneuvering for a time
before the mystery light and
the “*helicopters’” vanished, -

The three then drove home
to Humble, Texas. ""Whenl
got home ! had a splitting
headache,”” says Cash,

L

“and there was a burning | plain the extraordinary inci-

sensation that seemed to | dent. English says he be-

pierce my body.

**1 haven’t been free of
that headache for more than
a half hour since.”

By next morning, she had
developed knot-like boils
the size of 50-cent pieces on
her neck and head. The
lumps keep returning, oozing
a clear, warm fluid. Then
patches of hair began falling
out '

Meanwhile, Landrum
says, she and Colby *‘felt as
though we had a bad sunbum
around the face andFeikewl-
lost some hair, but most of
it has grown back."

Landrum’s doctor told
GLOBE that she suddenly
began developing cataracts.

Yet she adds: ‘‘Betty got
the worst of it because she
got out of the car to inves-
tigate.”’

Cash spent most of Jan-
uary in Parkview Hospital,
Houston, but her condition
baffled doctors because she
didn't tell them about the
UFO encounter.

*1 finally told them the
second time I went in,"” she
says. ‘'l was dfraid they
would laugh at me and tell me
1 was crazy.”

Her doctor, who asked
GLOBE not to publish his
name, says: '‘She had all the
signs of radiation poisoning

when I first examined her, |

but 1 thought that ridiculous
and dismissed it.

*“Then, when she iold me |

what she had seen — and felt
-= it made sense.’”
- The women’s story has
“totally convinced' veteran
UFQ investigators Bill
English, of the Aerial Phe-
nomenon Research Organi-
zation in Tucson, Arizona,
and John Schuessler, a top
NASA engineer in Houston.
Their investigation, back-

ed by GLOBE checks of |

military installations in the
area, reveals no aircraft
movements that night to ex-

lieves the helicopters were
“unmanned probes,’’ some-

daughter and son-in-taw,
says: 'We didn't get closer
than a mile or so, and it kept
moving, but it was definitely
diamond-shaped with a slight
rounding at one end.”

Meanwhile, Betty Cash
has been forced to postpone
plans 1o open a restaurant
and has moved to Fairfield,
Alaska, to recuperate.

She says: "'l just hope and
pray | get better soon.””

+' Aprit 28, '81/GLOBE
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i By JANET ELLIOTT
, Post Reporter

A federal 1udge ‘I'uesday gave a strong :nd:cauon
lge would dismiss a lawsuit filed by three people who
i said they were injured after a 1980 encounter with
*an unidentified flying object near Huifman.
. “T strongly suspect, at this point, this case is
= llhost over,” remarked U.S. District Judge Ross
. ‘Sterlmg to attorneys.

5 Sterlmg said he would rule on the government’s
-:.-motlon to dismiss the 320 million lawsuit after read-
thg written arguments submitted by both sides.

-‘rASSlStal'lt U.5. Attorney Frank Conforti said the

+ case should be dismissed. He said the federal courts
" Bave no jurisdiction over the matter because it can-
* ot be proven that the government knew about or
. :Bad contro] over the mysterious flying craft.

»3! Houston attorney Bill Shead said the presence of
223 military-type helicopters indicates that the gov-
:;ernment did know about the UFQ and had a duty io
~>warn the pablic.

3 '. 'Dayton résident Vickie Landrum, 61, expressed
dlsappointment that she may not have the chance to
teJl the judge about the events of Dec. 29, 1980. That
*19 the night she, a friend, and her grandson, Colby,
Y.were driving along a deserted stretch of FM 1485

'<.

ﬁ!:iﬁﬁ‘ﬁ" -
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. Post photo by King Chou Wong

Judge might dismiss
$20 million UFO lawsuit

Women claim radiation,sickness

and saw the large dlamond-shaped object ﬂoating in
the sky, she said.

Landrum said they left the car to watch the hov-
ering object. She said flames were spewing from the
bottom of the UFQ and intense heat was radiating
from it.

Landrum and her grandson only stayed cutside a
few minutes to watch the object, she said. Her
friend, Betty Cash, remained outside about 10 min-
utes before the craft headed toward the north ac-
companied by about 23 double-rotary helicopters.

The three began suffering medical problems after
their encounter, Landrum said. The problems in-
cluded blisters, hair loss, dizziness, headaches and
other symptoms Landrum believes were caused by
radiation from the UFO.

Landrum said she has not worked since the inci-
dent and cannot bear to be out in the sun, She said
Colby also is extremely sensitive to the sun, and
Cash, who now lives in Birmingham, Ala., has de-
valoped cancer.

Cash did not attend Tuesday’s court appearance.

“] think we're being treated unjustly,” said Lan-
drum Tuesday. *He won't even hear the evidence.
He's already made up his mind.”

Landrum said she knows several other area resi-
dents who would testify to seeing the UFQ and the
helicopters.
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M;vomenandaboy thought theyw*ereenteﬁng_-
_ianotherdimens:ononthenightofDec 29, 1980. They

‘réported they saw a large diamond-shaped object

- fOvating in the sky-in front of their car on the dark, .

) dederted farm road.
;. The driver stopped the car along the lonely stretch

of ¥'M 1485 near Huffman and the trio got out to view

unidentified flying object.

t they say their initial curjosity soon turned to
ten'or They saw flames from the bottom of
thie UFO and felt heat radiating from the mysterious
havering object. -

¢ '\-”3-?

Yo Watched for 10 minutes

““‘Be&yCash who was then 52 and the owner of a
cdfe in Dayton, stayed outside to watch the object
abo&t 10 minutes.

Vickie Landrum, then 57, and her then-7-year-old

- grandson, Colby Landrum, remained outside only a
few minutes before retreating to the car where they
huddled and listened to the strange beeping noises
coming trom the craft, they said.

. ~Boon the object headed toward the north accompa-
nied by about 23 military-type helicopters.

This is the story told by Landrum and Cash to |

nymercus pecple, Today they hope to tell the story to

- a'fedeial judge,
..sThe encounter with the UFC is only the beginning
. ot'the trio’s tale. The resulting medical problems are
‘thé real issue and the reason Cash and Vickie Lan-

. drumi filed a $20 million lawsuit against the United -

. States; charging the government was negligent for

letting the alleged "experimental aétial device fly
“over-a public road.

. “I've waited four years and suﬂened no end,” said

. _Vtckie Landrum in a telephene interview last week

. inom: her home ln Dayton, about 35 miles northeast of

u.s. Dish'ict Judge Ross Sterling will meet with
_attorneys for both parties today to determine if the

cage should be set.for trial.
" The medical problems started immediately, Vickie

sald, with all three suffering blisters, hair _

‘ m. dizziness, headaches and other symptoms. Lan-
di-um believes the mysterious object emitted radia-

.8To this day, Vickie I.a.ndrum said, she cannot go .

.outsldeinthesun “Evenltlrideinacarduringme
* day, 1 sutfer the consequences,” she said.
: .m,,a\ woman who used to enjoy gardening and watch-

11:3 er grandson play outside, Landrum now does not.

mngotothegrooerystoreunlessitisnight
i“Her grandson has fared somewhat better, but sdll

NEWS)

has been hospitalized torc&ncerandismportedlyao*

T T
r' - ""‘—-m

L]
"
*

weak she may not be able to come to Houston this
week. She is living with her mother in Birmingham.

" Ala,, and could not be reached for comment.

The government has filed a motion that the ]awsuit
‘be dismissed, said Assistant U.S. Atterney Frank -
Conforti. He said thefederalcourtshavenojuﬂsdic—
tlon over the matter because it cannot be proven that
the government had control over the flying object.

“They didn’t say this UFO was gwied or controlled
by the United States. You can’t hold the government
liable for actions it doesn't control,” said Confort.

But New York attormey Peter Gersten said the
presence of military helicopters indicates -the gov--
ernment kmew about the object, whether or not it
was responsible for it. Thus.ithadadutytom
people, Gersten said.

“If it isn't the government's, they should come -
%Fr%ard and say whose it is,"” said Gersten of the
John F, Schuessler, a Clear Lake City engineer
who has investigated the Landrum-Cash sighting,
said he is convinced tke {rio was “hurt by sume-

“There’ s no doubt somethlng happened to them. I
don’'t know what,’' said Schuessler; who is involved
with the Mutual UFQ Network, an organization 'tbat
investigates sightings.

““We can usually identify about 90 percent of what
people see. This one falls into the 10 percent we can't
g'lve an answer for," Schuessler sald, -

Hesaidhehasobsewedthesldnmandhalr
loss that the women and boy suffered and witnessed
their increased susceptibility to colds and infections.

. Same story from each .
Schuessler sald he first talked to each of the three

__Separately and got the same story from each, He also

spoke to several other Liberty County residents who
saw the UFO or the helicopters. :
“I don't have any idea what it was. But it was
pretty big for what it did. And it really did frighten_
‘thern. The boy was in"a traumatic- -condition when I
first saw him,"” Schuessler said.
. He said he believes the govvernment bas treated
Cash and the Landrums *“‘shabbily.”
'I'heyneedsomewisdom&omthegommentto
help them understand what 1t was so they can lmow,
what to treat,” Schuessler said. “They have asked

~ and pleaded tor help, and were laughed at.”

But Landrum has no animosity toward her
ment, despite what she sees as a “‘cover-up.”

BY JOHN F. SCHUESSLER
P. O. BOX S5B485
HBOUSTON, TEYse 7F¥9ra,
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UFOencounters:
Now, and maybe fore

This is' the: first of two articles on a
. . By BILLY COX

DAY'IONG""}'“" Newn Service

’ » Tex, — Apparently nobody
knows exsctly what happened 5;0 young
Colby Landrum, his grandmother Vickie
Landrum, and their friend Betty Cash on the
-evening of Dec. 29, 1980, Not their doctors,
not their la ., not the sleuth from the

Pentagon, not the then-flight operations

Orifmmdoeskmwthe’amttell .
Near 'years later, three pecple

claimed they a masterpiece of the
_ are still demmd.lni the truth.

ey say they are f & $10 million

lawsuit againat the United States to get it.
- It began one night when they said they saw
a mammoth, glowing, diamond-shaped
light, being either pursued or escorted by a
fleet of CH-47 pters.pear a: two-lane
highway in the heart of an East Texas forest
right outside this community. It is the kind
of 1 no wants to believe, ' its
credibility strained by thie ravings of sensa-
tionalist - tabloids, painted on a changin,
terrain which has cast a hallucinogenic
over their account,

1t follows its victims everywhere: in their
dreams, on their skin, and sometimes in the
isolating stares of others. = .

The wounds sound ominously familiar:
Ylisters, sores, hair loes, nausea, diarrhea,
anorexia. Sunlight makes them ill. :
- One investigator familiar with their

syraptoms ¢alls jt & “‘classie case of radi-
ation poisoning.” )
. For nearly three years, they have probed
the smoke of illusion for answers apd have
"beent rewarded .with self-doubt. But they
have never called their quarry a UFO, and
they continue to talk, nursing a flickering

. come forth to explain their unique brand of

G.
For now; though — and maybe forever —
nobody knows & thing.

Colby Landrum, 9, has lived with his d-
mother Vickie in a modest wooden se
since she won custody of him seven years

ago.

. pounds, and his gran

manager for the Space Shuttle at Johason
Space Center in Houstoy.. - : :

conviction that someone, somewhere, will

The yellow-haired

ther says she has

trouble getting him to eat. Today, the rims

around his eyes are siightly pink, as if he'd

been swimming in chlorine. Colby has re-

glayed the story time-and time again, and it
2gn't done him one lick of good.

That Story begins as Vicky and Colb
Landmeirr::l. :10 ongb}vith friend Betty Cash, m:';
¥ o a bingo game, s
dazzling light. € 8 _ 2y they sea &
Colny's- T iakes e
images 3eem even more cjlisemhod_ied: .

_Aint {Aunt) Betty slams on the brakes, the
car shuts off, Aint Betty climbs oui and
gawks, Colby stays inside and wrestles his
granmaw back in, granmaw says don’t
;mrry, honey, if a rnan comes out it’tl be

s,

The cat heats up and becomes a furnace.
After five minutes ouiside, Aint Betty

- reaches for the door handle, but it burns her

hand, so she uses her coat like a potholder ta

open it. The light rises off the highway and '

cruises over the ireeline, and Aint Betty
drives on again. They go no more than a few
miles when Aint Betty pulls over, and the
three of them watch in awe as helicopters
come thundering arcund the glow like a
swarm of hornets.

Two fans are running.

Vickie Landrum says if she doesn’t stay
cool, she could get sick again. Knots on her
gkin, dizziness, that kind of thing. On this
particular day, however, the lesions on her
hands and legs are dried up, and the scars
are hardly worth taklnE pictures of.

A waitress and stock clerk most of her
life, Vickie is a plain, God-fearing
Her husband Ernest builds train engines at a
nearby railtoad yard when there’s work.

She says she’s tired of hearing lies. She

says the only reason she puts up with this
freak-show routitie — interviews, getting
photographed Iike something in a test tube
- i? “s0 the American people will know the
truth,” .
“I lived my life, know?" Vickie, 58,
don't

says quietly. *'I much care' what
happens to me. It's Colby I'm scared for,

Nobody knows w
Betty Cash, lefi,
Landrum, right,

mammoth, glowing;
light either being Pursued or
‘utomd'_by ofle

m""t“ weighs 58 m

.of Dec. 28, 1980,

woman,

Know? He's 5#0t his whote life in front of

m. three . ted their s on
co?';te-to-coastmtl;m , from Good Mort

i : 5 That’s Incredible. The
?hgecfmmmt;r tablolds pounced on it and
responded with a chorus of marketable
answers. “Spacc® allens have landed on
Earth," nces a recent blurb in the
Weekly World 1News. Without -seeing the
medical evidence :-km Klass, sell;ilgr ;:Jlgr.
of AV‘B“OII We" e e»:i,!;l mem’ ) ” :
The Public Dece pjyed.” . )s

. Some: disturbinng medical data exists, but-
getting’ doctors ! ¢ talk about it is anot_her

. story. ~ . o
! Betty Cash; 534 was the

< 1 Ca most. 'sfvei'ely'
injured, She spelant three weeks jn January
and another week g iy February (1961) bedrid-
den in Houston's 5 Parkway pital,

“I didn’t sleep , 41l night long,” she recalls

‘I had' big kncgtg coming up ail over
head and an my 1 face, My eyes were swell
ing, my ears Wer rp gwelling. [ went.on to bed
but I couldn’t gcg to sleep, I was:so sick. I
vomited all “ﬁ&*[ht long and was: dying of
thirst. Bat I still [ gian’t put it together that it
was from that tithing. [ didn't know what it

a8."

Vickie and Coglby drove to Houston and
droz)ped Betty of sff at the hospital on Jan. 2,
1961. They waic.ched a team of bewildered
doctors, includiring Beltty's personal physi-
cian, Dr. V.B. CiChenoy, take notes.

“By now, her » hair was coming out in. big
old bails, and thihey had a towel around her
head to keep thehat hair from gettin’ on the
bed,’ IVicltie 32¥1ys. “‘And these places I was
talkin® about, thehese big old knots, they had
burst and was rupynnin’ water.” . ‘

But Vickie refpfused to admit herself into
the hospital becarause "I couldn’t leave Coby
alona because he e wag too sick and he’d heen

h too mucl ki and I felt like if T left him
© he'd lose bis mingnd v :

Betly, meanwhrhile, wes sticking.to a pact
she said the threeee of thesn made immediate-
ly after the incid ident: not a word to anybody
ehout what they'y’d seen. Who would believe
it? 1 dikin’t expliplaln it to (the doctors),” she
sayd. “They keptspt telling me [ was a burn

victim and [ kept pt ‘am I '
victim." €pt pt telling wasa't a burn

ket happened fo
or to Colby

o this strefch
of lonely East Texes road, ahove.

They claim to have seeh G

diamond-shapéd
of of 'ﬁelquphm

e ‘-I

ver, no one knows a thing |

It was about tliree weeks after the inci-
dent.that Colby broke his promise. ‘“The
doctors had told Vickie they was afraid T

_was gonna die,” Betty mﬁ’ “and Vickie had
g

made the mistake of jetting Colby hear, and
he came right in and told the doctors.”
What was going through the doctors’
minds at the time remains uncertain. Ac-
cording to outsiders who've seen the re-
cords, as many as 30 physicians examined
Betty Cash, but the only professional who
wilt ‘even talk about it didn’t examine the

victimis personally, and didn’t want his.

name printed. . ]

“I'm not afraid for my reputation,” he
sald; ‘“That is not the issue. The issue is, this
whole UFQ business atiracts all” sorts of
psychiatrically marginal people. And then
they get on thighane and they wanha waste
your time ... and [ don't have time for that."”

The doctor's credentiala are impressive:
head of the radiology department at a major
midwestern university, a former medical
school teacher, and a former Army flight
surgeon, : :

After reviewing the records in the case, he
says, ‘I don't think there’s any doubt that
Betty and Vickie sustained some kind of
damage due to radiation action at a dis-
tance. I am less sure about that with Colby.
Betty was more severely involved than
Viekie. The findings are consistent with
damage to the suﬂerficial tissues, secondary
to ionizing radiation.

“Vickie lost a good share of her hair on
one side of her head, as is customary with
ionizing radiation ... Vickie also lost the
nails on the second through fifth digits on
both hands, but not the thumbs. The reason
being, when she Stood behind the right front
car . her thumba were hehind the car
doar and the second through fifth fingers
were in-front of the car door, exposed to. the
source of radiation.... That's pretty convinc-
in%, isn't it?” o

he doctor. says the reluctance of his
peers to comment is understandable. *'Doc-
tors don’'t know what to make of UF(s
because they're narrowly trained. They're
;lust like anybody else. All they know about
t is what they hear on the 6 o'clock news.”

Attempts to reach several physicians in-
volved in the case were unsuccessful.

In Houston. February, 1881, Joha

B

Schuessler got a phone call fzom Betty Cash
at his Johnson Space Center office. She left
2 message. _
Schuessler, 53, had worked with one of
NASA’s principal aerospace contractors
since 1 In the winter of ‘81, as flight
operations manager for the Space Shuttle,
he was getting Columbia ready for- her
maiden vayage. .
But there was another side to John
Schuessler.
In 1965, when he was in St. Louis working
on life-support systems for manned space-
craft, he
reported UFO sightings. . L
‘Midway through the Gemini program, 1
decided 1 ought tokbe ?L:l?h;o take what I'd
learned about working § gpmfram’
and literally debunk them (UTES:) <. About
the time I decided to do thig, there were
several good UFO cases, and I went out
first-hand and investigated them and found
out I couldn't easily dismiss them.”
In 1967, Schuessier formed MUFON, the
Mutual UFQ Network, to investigate the
penomena. In 1976, he founded another
oup. He called it the Vehicle Internal
ystems Investigative Team (VISIT), com-
posed largely of aerospace engineers.
" His reputation as 3 hea el%ht UFO
investigator was common knowledge at
Johnson Space Center.
Weeks before Betty Cash left her
messagi e, he heard a seductive morsel of

gossip. . o
“«“This one doctor friend cslled me and he
said, 'You k?'ow, ther:[’gs; tas% case
oing on at Parkway ital. 's a
gvoman there that was burned by a UFO.’ 1
said, ‘You've got to be kidding ... He said;,
‘No, this is serious, This woman has really
been hart.'” . .
When Schuessler for her name,
the doctor backed off, citing medical ethics.
~ A week after Betty’s call, he got a call

from a Texas newspaper rgorter She
ur?ed him 1o listen to getty agh, and on
Friday, Feb. 21, Cash called again. The next
, gchuelsler drove to Houston and met
her for the first time.
He took notes and color snapshots in what
would launch one of the mest frustrating
projects in his career.

bemused by'a- rash of |

Naxt: Seeking-redress is ne simple matter.



