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“As s result of certain suggestions inaii_e in the recent Commmist'

" Superiisors Conference held here at the Bureau on April 8-9, 19L6, and -

partioularly from information received from the Washinmgton Field Office by

" letter dated March 22, 156, " the following suggestions and observations were

made concérning the Bureau's coverasge wWith respect .tb_,C9mnnist‘ Party activities
in the-Government, including knowm and suspectsd Russian espionags agents. ’

" It was pointed ‘out th‘atf-,t}gera are &~ tremendous nusbes of persons em—

" ployed in the United States Covernmant.and in the respective headquarters offices

. 6f ‘the mass unions in Washington who are Comminists and strive dai}y‘to advance -

“the cause. of Commnism and destroy the foundations of this government, It was
further. pointed-out by the Washington Field Office that these people oparate

" without Communist Party affiliations; that they do not. carry wembership cards or,

other identifyirng.data, and on the rare ‘dccasions when they are questioned, such

" gs in the case of the Hatch Act interviews, they freely perjure.theaselves in deny

~ may. be: involved.

. any connection with Commnism or any of its front organizations. Meny of them,
when investigated as Hatoh Act subjects several years sgo, held minor positions in
the government, but ‘today have risen to positions wherein they actually formlste’’
policies in the agencies where they are employed. Sucu departments include the. .
State, Treasury and Commerce Departments, as well as FEA and 08S. .1t ‘was pointed
out. that during the investigation of'tha Gregory case, American citizens were.

"' acting as Soviet espionage apents and that there may be other cases in the futureN

referred to the'_Bt_zreau vherein United States :oitizens. who are ‘government em o';oes
‘ . . . f s N

s : : o G B TR IR O
“. .. - The Gregory case has further. developed a field of zealous known ‘Cq'mun}s
" and-allaged Commmnists who operate daily in the logislative field, such as Charley
Kramer, who is on the Kilgore Committee and who, you may recall, recently-pre :

e e speoch all or in ‘part £6r Senator Claude Pepper which was entirely pro-Russian
" structure, Other individuals knomn %o be exerting pressure. on Congresemen and wi

' ‘nesses befors.Congressioral Comuittees are Richard and Elizabeth Sasuly, ths lat

" being connected with ths United Agricultural Canning and Allied workers Union -~ [

It is known that the Sasuly's. are intimate friends of Nathan Gregory Silvermaster;
and his wife and also arg friends-of Lee Pressman, Jeneral Counsel of the CIO.

. The Bureau's-attention was invited to the fact that with most of the
intelligence and counterespionage organizations of the United. States Covernment
'virtually in the process of disintegration and losing their best men, that the

Bureau stands as the one bulwark against the péril of Commnism and the only or-
ganization capable of collsctirg and correlating the mass of information and acti-

. vity which is centered in Washington and which naturiﬂl,y ;rmvitates 7 e
nioh 4 ostered in ¥ast he & Vebsia- 7?;
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capital 6f the country, where Commnist influences find their ultimats expréssion.
in seeking to irfluence the sources of governmant controls w5iy:- =

iR L0
o ¢ .. The Washington -Field Office latter suggested- that. the Bureau consider. °
.. instituting a long-term planm of-gecurity inteliigence -of Communistic activity withi
$he District of Coluambie designed to "identify the Communists and their followers
and to develop a comprehensive lmowlsdge of their field of influence, methods of .
opsraticn ',?nd' the identity of .their associates, so-that tha government, in the - -
~'_event of war and other crisss, may be enabled t0 ach with swiftness and sureness

on .as large a.scale as the situation may'dmamjl‘. £ :

& - The Washington Fisld Office furtier suggested that in order to institute
such a program a .gradual, carafully supervised sxpansion of..the Bureau's technical
. coverage should be commenced and that ‘the vari ous’ Comwmnistic fields should be
| systematically probed so that the Bursau may become intimately acquainted with tae
‘over-all Commnist picture in Washington and remain on top, of the situation until -
international and domestic conditions becoms more settled. It was sugeested thati
schnical “covérage of Russian aciivitigé be expanded to incliude [ ]
and Russian War Helief. TN S R L

wl .+ ‘The Washington Field Office submitted the following recommendations with
_."its letter mentioned above: ' i g 5

.1 - Tt is requested that the Bureau give consideration $o the expansion
of F_echnical coverags on individuals and organizations believed to be Comminist
. as part of a. long-term intslligence program, This prograsn would include 30-90 day
.. technicals on individuals belleved to be.Soviet espionage agents or Comminist Part;
‘members or individuals who-follow the Commnist Party known to be activg in govern
. ment groups -and polioy-making uni.oh‘sz' This' coverage should be rotated and handl
. in a flexible manner in order thatthe Buresu will be kept abreast-of the Communist
. piotura in Washingten, D. C. ~ . . g N e e ¥

g 2= Tn.order that the above plan may be supervised and dirscted properly
. it is suggasted that. the Bureau set up. a desk staffed with personnel having proper
Communist background to consiitaie a research group on Commnist- and- Ragsian aotiv
ties. in Washington, covering the government, unions and-general fisld, aswell as
rank and file cards carrying Comminists in the District of Columbia. Such a desk
would have accass to the Silvermaster material,.as well as material furnished by
those agencies working on Russian and general Commmnist matters; material from
othier ‘offfces and ffom the section working on Communist matters generally at the
Bursau would, of .course, be availables SN 2t . L

it 3. Iri"oonneoliion' wi'{z_hﬁ 't.ho;. first tug' sugoestions, it is believed thatthe
Pureau psy desire to give some study to the. parti=
cularly if the suggested courss of action ‘involved 'any substantiael inorease in the

technical coverage, in order that such-coverage would not interfere with phone sex
. wioo through the utilizatioh of their limited number of trunk lines. It was sugge
_that tho Buzagn micht deem it advisable to ggsidarr; §L|
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“ CACTION: 7 S L IEa _
2 - With respact to the above suggestions submitted by the Wasnington
Field Office, the following observations are being made: :

< Conceming suggestion number 1, it is agreed thai expansion of&cfmlcal

" ‘comerage on knomi and suspscted Commnist Party members should be effscted on a

" . gradusl scale and on-a.spot-chs#lk basis, and this coverage will be axpanded on a
highly selective basis -as requests are received by the Burezu from the field.

. . Mowever. it is lnown that the technical coverags is limited in Washington, dus to

. and because Ol the existing relations with the 1ocal .
. company. 1t would. appear that the main problem'is not availabllity of trunklines
| bat whether or not the telephons company will go along
with a program of allowing technical coverage of Government employees believed to
‘be Commmists working on bshalf of the: Soviet.govermment. The telephione company
is not as acooperative today as it was during the war when i%3 cooperation wss on

the basis of assisting in the national defense of the country.

. . : With regard to-the suggestion that thie Rureiu set up a desk to supervise,
_ . gorrelate and conduct research on Commnist and Russian activities in tiie District
. of Columbia, including the Gregory aass, it-is pointed out that under the present
likewise responsible for the Cogog case, which case reflscts the activites of
- Comminist Party members and suspected Commnist Party members on bahalf of tha
- Communist government group in Washington. .This Supervisor alse handlss related
. matters pertsining to government employees with pro-Communist and pro-iussian
leanings. This Supervisor is routed [échnical ldgs: submitted by the Washington
Fiéld Offige on Communist orgsizations and informstion concerning those individual
4n"the povernment mentioned in thess logs 1s therefore brought 'to his attention.
" Indices are ‘also being maintained: on kiown and suspscted NKVD agents in the United
‘States, wnich, of course, includes those in the District of Columbia, .

o Joncerning the siggestion that an| : ]
'_mmammu_sss_ is
m - 7 5 possibllities. of] |
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A letter %o the Washington Field.Offica 1s attached harsto for your.
approval. : ) - P e _ N .
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