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Northern Defense

ANADIAN defense forces are ahead
of those of the United States in
some phases, declares Ansel E. Talbot, a
writer for the New York Herald-Tribune,
who is impressed particularly with “a
degree of inter-service co-operation still
unknown in the United States,” Talbot
tions with %3 )
and Air Vice Marshal Ken Guthrie in Fd-
monton. "
In at least one important particular
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northwest of that point are useful for
northern research “in the abstract,” but
as defenses are of little use against any
power except Japan.

Any major air strike against this con-
tinent is likely to come from the north-
east, not the northwest. For two reasons:
the striking potential is in Europe, not
the Far East, and the main targets are
in Eastern Canada and Eastern United
States. Should the time ever come when
it is necessary to set up forward bases
for the defense of this continent, Labra-
dor and Greenland are likely to be more
important sites than Alaska and the Ca-
nadian Northwest, Even if the enemy
were so foolish as to make his first strike
“through the back door” it would still
be true that our counter-strikes could be

 more effective if launched against the

more thickly populated and more highly
industrialized western areas of the Eura-
sian “heartland.” This will doubtless con-
tinue to be true until some Eurasian
Great Power makes a satellite of Japan.
Even then the Japanese-Manchurian in-
dustrial complex is likely to remain
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the world where studies
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