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AlIL Ra3CUE SLLVICT
PITATINITKT 8 (€28 AAF BJ)
Mothord Fleld, Tacoma, Tashington

-
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'l Luﬂut 13&1
§UIJECT: Final Masior Roport - U “;
T0: Corrmanding Offlcer
. Air Besoue Sorvice -
VaoJ1} Fleld, Florida .

1. KISSION WUMAGER Thirty-¥ine, '

3. RATCAG, Eu *«.‘; .
., gl

ar AL G400 52, 1 Aumust 47, ALY FLIGNT SEEVICR rovified thie
¢otachnent thet a slsne had been soon to ormeh and burn thirteen (13) miles
south of XEL®U, Washington (4598'M, 122065%i1), .

8. ACTION TAZEN

me 1 fug 47 AL 04430 PST, AFS reoclved irnformatlon fres Mr. 0
lan: Looalisherifs of FRLSD, Bn‘.., that the scene of tho crash wus -
£1rtoon {18) to twenty (2) nllos east of ELLSC fu the viofnity of COJLE
CRIrEs Yho KELZD Chisf of "olics eav cn alreraft fly low over tho town,
them orash and burn to th: voats The tic: wmg about 023C Mole 4 u‘mek of
alroralt knoeyr 10 bae in the vioinity revealed that 8«20 :13.6 hac Cepartsd
MCCL D FIFLD at 0212 PST for EAYILTON PIELD, Califernie. The weavhor was
reported s CFRe A full noon made vialbility exceptionally good. The
pllot’s pane wasd CLFT, %K. C. DAVIDSOS; the plans oarricd thres (3) ndditicnal
porccnee Thte Ease Uparstions Officer and Base PIO were notifieds This
detnohmant began orgenlsing o ground paprty of base personnc] to supplomert.
that belry fornod by the KLLSO Chief of Police., At 0600 P3T {nforcxiion
wos received from KRLIO by AFS that ground for in the vallere st tle toere
of tho orash was préventing a grouné party frox loosting ths plenc, Since
oo oomruniocation hsd been recelvod from 8-25 FL316, it wans mssured thet It
wte the jplene reportsd me oreshed, ARS C«47 was pre-rlighted to treanspors
the irry groued perty te REL30 but a oheok of the rleld conditions there
Coemedit mdvisnble to vae & scaller alroraft. Of the two C-ils pvallable,
one belenring to AFS wos unsorviced alter & uight flighty the othor, bYslonge
_ing ts AACT, was resdied aven though a responsible offlosr of thot arpsun-
Liation was not present to suthorise the flighte For at K3L3S0 preve:.ted
 taiewefl untll WTO0 PSI, The ground party, led by CAPIs ¥W. L, LYTTMTLL and
CAPLe Te Ry PORGOSNZ, oonmlstud of wix xen Inoluding # modical tocknician
“and & photographere At 0000 PST, the SFLSC Chisf of Polloo notifted AFS
that & psssongar of the arashed -lrphnn was in his arﬂao and had oonflrmed
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b A
e beliel that tho"éruh wag that of the unrqoreod“-‘?-es. “he Yassenger,
8rte Ne Lo TAFF, of PT. LASTON, Z-2MTLE, wos uninjured, but reportsd that
the grew chief, I/5:t, W. ¥ MATIISGS, w3 at & {arm house near the goeno of
the arash and was Injureds ~Ogte TAPP then led an ncdulusos to 52t. MATTRRY
who was subsequently teken to & local howmpltal. ‘At 0810 PiT an attec)t
- wag made to telophons Bqe B at FAMILTCR FIELD dut no answer waas recelveds
bhowovor, it wae known that EAMILTON AFPS was aware of the inoidont and
would nbtlfy 3¢. B. At 070v P3T Cept. LITTRTLL dopartod 1n a Ce48 for
RELSQ, At Q746 PST 2q D wes oonteoted by phone and givon & flosh roport.
At GPUL TT CAPT LITTPELL phoned and infornad 4hst ke hnd pleced CAPTAIN
FCU30:RE In ohargs of Army rorsonnel proceeding e the scens of the erash.
Yo sorial search was necensary ae olvilians 15 the aros kuow the sxaot
looation of tho erash and had reported Finding one (1) body in the wreokape,
CAPTe LITTRLLL prepared to fly Spt’s TAPF and MATUEIS te MCCHORD YLALD
for vadioal attentlon, arriving a% 0945 P3T, The survivers stetud that
they bolleved nelthor the pllot nor oo-pilol has parechuted fron the
plerms  The geues of the incldont was at this Lize doteriinod to Le a fire
in the loft engloes CAT PHTRCLL wae inforzed by Sute Tard tiet be
believed olnssified dooumeiile htd boon aboopd Lhe plames CHFT U5 3MLEG
wna inatrualed teo teako neosssary procrutions. An atdulnnee =¢i the plune
at NCCMORL FldLb earrying the two survivors end took thoa to the Hospltal,
- Intermprution revealed that the left wepine had oauzht fire iu the power
soction end flemos ond szokn !md eproad to the Flight dock alrmast lmmede
Sfatelys lhe orea oulef, MAISLYGD, agsietod TAF7 in ettaahinz Kis ehcet
of nrd 1/-F abeandcsed the plane st an estinated altituds of 1u,000 £t
this faot 1e Coultod bat 13 not coneidercd nococssurily rolewvarns)e
VAT::i"S helped thio pllot and oo=pilot ettash thelr ehest packs (21l pur=
#oriagl had Soon wearing the harness) ané as he 1-ft the plans wic aware that
the an-pllot wan preparing to follows Ike pllot lind started to lesve and,
to th§ deet reocolleotlon of MATLENS, wos partislly stesnding a:d helding
the cMitrel whaol with his loft hand, MATAZR'S etatemence Incloate that
propar smergency preosiures had been porforzed but thet the flures hed en~ .
woloyed tha ~ntirs laft elde aluoet fmrodlately. TAFF stated thst, becsuse
of ths full woon end good wisibility, ke guw BATITES Jeave the plane and
was able to follow the plane to the ground and that ho saw vo onv ¢lae
ball out, The ship was euveloped ir flazod and ras Lecinuing to frll anart
bolars hiitine the ground whers it exaloded and burned atout one (1) mila
Lron whers he, TAFP, landed. Je 1Lt in ¢ tres, and not knoviug hoa to
relesse his parachute of thes qulcik=Zoteohsdls kind, out himeclf lccee fron
the larzoes vith Ele pooket knifo. Yo kioled end strug;led end eventuslly
Jurmed Lo Lhe ground, recelvirng a Jolt en Jmpaet but wos unadle o ruess
how fgr he hud frllon. Ula then Collowod a eow path for an estimated two
(2} milrs to & farn houss, arriving sfter PATULES, ¥onznwhile, as NATGIOS
eleered ths planv he turned and saw tho plans strike the grournd, oxplode
and dburne Just before or Just at the tine of Loapact he eax en chieot
afi=s tivorn olear of the plen® but did tot know wiethar it vas & percun
or part of the plene. MATIN S alao lit in & trce, and eftor froving hineslf
frort his hnrnoss, fell Lo the zround whare he injured hils “mek, J¢ lost
"+ gonsofousncss snd on pesovering went to the burning plans, about firty
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(50) yords aways Flarss wero goirr off snd he thoughl best Lo loave the
- #cenas Fe heard a elrcon ncarby sid follewod 1t uptil he eaze Lo 4 house and
_ aroused the oooupants. Soon TAYY arrived at the same house and, being une
injured, was drivon {oto towne Then he led an aabulssce o affect transportae
tlon of MAYHEYS to a Losmpltals leanwhile, oivilians reached the soeve of
the erash whers thay found one bdody. A% 093D PST, B cosaapge from $¢ B
informed that top sooret matoriel wee ip the navigetore kit ard to roquest
Corrdnding Officer MCCHOED FIlLD to expesdite all avallabdble informaticn 1o
Commandling Gfficor MAVILION FITLD. Yoenwhile, CAPT #u433%R2 and four (4)
onlisted men Jdeparted NNL3D at 0830 PST for soece of the crash. Thay were
treneported by the SASEINGIIN 3TATE POLICH who knew the vxsot location of
the plane (4€009'% = 1220430}, The ground party detsrnined upon errival
at the scens, that two {(2) bedlos ware tr tho wreckage. Indications led to *
the bollef thet the go-pllot wue afire wien Le left the plane an instaot
befors fopast. ID. pllot's reralns ware found in the wrdckazo. Pres
liairary irvestizztion by CAPT FORIDERG disolosed the planes lelt wing
about one hundred twonty=five {126} yards frosz the aidsly scnitersd porte
tlons of thc plence Thy 1ot wing wms introl end had epper nilys tam
. off 2ugt 2uldonrd of tho lefy oniine helore irpaets, £~ Qirmwrg rortion
of the wing slob wns meltcd bui the r:ur two thirds Lrndioetau %ot it wra-
ripasd lovse Lrea Lhe inhoard secticn of Lhe winz, <he wir: losdlenr edce
w2c wndenagea, The naMgution and luniing Li:hts were wdrokwn, Tue
aileron wae undanaged but the flap scdtlon was orushed, leadinz to the
belief that tho wiz: struck the tail) saotion. From thepe indicstions
1t 11 bellieved the wine ripnad from the alrplans just after VAT
abandoned the plane. Thae resulting spin thus provented the remstioing
- arcw wembors from bailing out although the co=pllot vay kave beon In tie
hateks A fow civiliere wore in the area when CA™T FORIDRRG arrived
ant ha teok preasutions to rrevent thon froa dlsturbleg the wreolage,
At 1157 PIT (PT LITTRSLL flew CAPT RICE, . C., to LELSDs An avbulenee
dispatohed frim MCCRORD FIELD, met thoz at KSLEC, and was lod to tis soene
of the orssh by the SIATE POLICE, The bodlas were roocovered and transge
rted in ths ashulanes to HCCHORD FIELD. C€CAPT LITIRELL returned to
WCCAORD FIELD where oamping equipment was prepared to bo dropood to the
ground party, CAPT LITTRELL,rade a sucoesslul drop et dusi by sighiing
on & slpval flre. 1The ground party set up csmp st the wreckunre acene to
; ol as rusri and to invoeticate further the fellowing day. They vere
relioved of respornsibllity of ell recovered docuzonts by & CiC arort mho
had arrived about 1900 PF3T.

(. t_‘:-,l
Subjosts lelot'-‘pn Ropert O - £ Auguat 1947

Y ‘;':'--.
Y S I dasiog by,

-

-
&

Cin e

._:"H,‘

be 2 Aug 47« The ground party reusined at the soenc of the orash
pandipy afffolal seouring ef the incident. lio aorlial sotiviiy.

-

o. 3 Aup 47. MCCIOHD PIALL Operntions Off1car departud at 1030
. P57 Lo investigate the aonldent and to relieve CAI'D ¢350n00, who roturzed -
. ot 16820 PET. Inoldent oloscd.
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a. fROUID ACTIVITY R e
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L3 - -
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