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SUBJECT: Reports. of *Rocket" Sightings‘orvcr the Scandinavian Countries,

L. Tor your information, the followlng reports of rockets or missiles
in the Scandinavian area have been raceived in cables from dlitary Attaches
and State Devartment ropresentatives in foreign countrics and in news dis-

- patches:

a, Mews items concerning "rockets" over the Scandinavian peninsula

have epheared sporadically since early June 1945, The chronvlesical sequence
of reports 1s as follows: 2

(1) 10 June 1945 - Helsinid, Finland., A& light-ecitting “ghost
rocket’ was cbserved flying at an aititude of 9C0-1200 feet.
The missile left a trail of smoice in the sky.

(2} 12 June 1946 - Helsinki, Finland, The Finnich News Agency,
cuoting the Helsinld Astronomical Institution, said the
"ghost rocket" was a meteor.

(3) 10 July 1946 - Stockhoim, Sweden, "Shinming missiles” had
been observed trave..ing at great altitude and hisjh speed
and had caused spechlation by tho newspaper, Aftonbladt,
that the ussians were ceonducting rocket eiperiwents on
Saltlc bases. One missile was alleged to have fallen and
. @ploded Tuesday, 2 July, near the tovm of Sundsvall, which
- liea on the west coast of the Gulf of Zothinia aporo:dizately
39C miles west of the nearest Russian territery. .

(4) 15 July 1946 - London, Ingland. The London Daily .ail cuotes
a dispateh from Ceneva which stated that & strange object
sighted over the Rhono Valley touched off copjecture that
the Russizns are testing flying bombs over the Aps. It
stated further that rocket missiles, which have fallen
recently in Sweden, are V-weapons fromc*Psencmunde (former
German center for guided missile research now under Kussian
jurisdiction), In closing the article stated that all
sailors on the Galtic run had been warned, under the penalty
of death, mot to talk abcut any phenomena observed. Russia
is reported to be closing a huge area in the valtic to all
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15 July 1946 - Cslo, Morway.' A "big fire-ball"

followed by a trall of smoke was observed moving through
the slcr over the Norweglan village of lLess on Oslo Bay,
The 2l4itude of the nissile was estinated to be 4LOCO feet.

b, Military Attache reports and State Department cables waich
focus attention of "roclzets” in the Scandinavian aree bogan to arrive during
the latter part of April 1945. Rctracts from these communizations are given

here in chronolcgical order.

()
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25 April 1946 - Military Attache, Denmari reporis earth
tremors on the islands of Zornholm and Ystad, Sweden. The
tramors were thought to be the result of Hussian naval
maneuvers, It was noted that Danish Intelligence reports
no Russian naval mfmuvers at this time.

13 May 1946 - Military Attache, Finland guotes a -1 source
whichn reported a 'rocket" observed traveling in a scuth-
westerly diroction over Helsinki at an altitude of 1CCO
feet. It was alleged to have moved at a superconic speed,
emitting a lagnesium-like light and a ¢rail oi smoke.

24 Nay 1946 - Hilitary Attache in Sweden and Deamark quote
an observer who rerorted V-bambs flying southwest over
Landslirona, Sweden. Altitude of the missiles was 1000 feet.

14 June 1946 - Military Attache, Finland quotes a -3 source
who stated that Russian experimental stations iu latvia
and Lstonia were launching rocicets.

17 June 1946 --xilitary Attache, Finland states that there
was 'no evidence whatsosver of Iinland':s develonin: puided
rissiles”. .

24 June 1945 - Military Air Attache, Stockinols, Jweden,
reports no explanations can be glven for thie 25 April earth
tremors but that the Swedish Army does not comncet thewm with
V-bomb sightings. Approxinmately ten apparently patternless
V-bomb sightings have been reported betwecn 23 iLay and 8 June,
the missiles reported iraveling from northeast to southwes:s
over southern Sweden. These missiles ierc reported as being
cigar-shaped, about tlic size of a small™airplene. They were
fiying ot an altitude of 100 to 1,0CO meters and were
accompanied by a eontinuous ball of fire with interndttent
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flashes of fire about every ten seccnds. Swedisza astron-
cmers dismiss the meteor theory but the Swedish Army is
at a less to secount for them officially or otuerwise and
hove alerted the military districts to cbserve and repart
nromptly any further sightings.

(7) 12 July 1946 = State Department Cable, Stocidhiolm, Sweden
states in part, "On Tuesday afterncon, 9 July, a mewber of
the Legation saw a recket-like missile. It ggemed to be
falling rapidly toward the carth and no sound of exnplosion
was leard. On the sane afternoon encthor landed on the
beach near Stockioln. o demage was cawsed. Lhe press
reporta that military authoritiss are now studyinz frag-
menta. According to a local scientist, the first inspection

g indicated that the fragments contained an organic subsgance
whichh losled lilte carbide. The press ammounced tiat a
migssile £fell at 1430 11 July in = subwrh of Stoctholm.

"The Svedes claim that ther do not know the purpose,
character, or origin of the missiles, but they definitely
state that the missiles did not originate in oweden.
hAecording to eyewitnessos, the missiles were leading ina
portinrest dlreeticn,

"If the missilec are of lussian origin, as believed generally,
(according to some reports they cowe fran kstonia), their
purpose might be of a political nature teo intizdidate the
Swedes in cornection with iussian pressure cn Suedsn for
current loan nepotiations or possibly Lo offsct the suncosed
inerease 10 US pdlitaly prestize Ln Dwaden.

2. An dmericon clvil enginear, roturning [roz Jussia, resores taas
hundreds of Russian Mfourists" are arriving and sotiling in the Jand Islands.
These Lslands lie in the mouth of the W of Zothnadla vetweon Jiohard rad
Swaden, ’ .

3. 4 repgort from Findland, dated 26 June 1946, beariny an F-) cvaluntion,
stated that a V-bomb was cbeerved recently over Helsinidl. The boid was
belisved to have been leounched Zrom the Porldiala sren which is locatzd 20
miles southwest of Holsinkd ou the Baitic seaccast. Recont oops indicate
that thia area is territory whicn belongs to fussia zithgugh it ic a portion
of the Flmnish mainland. .
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L. Due ¢ tho lack of conclusive evidence and the variet; o rewortc,
it is difficult at this time te reach any definite conclusion as to the
origin of these resorted missiles but the following are siznificant:

a. The statement of the Helsinki Astromomical Institution dis-
claiming the possibility of the object sighted 10 June 1946 being a rocitct
appeared with such oroiptness as to incite suspicion that Russizn influence
on the press was mudng itsell evident.

b. The possibility that the objects may have been a metoor is
lessened by a renort tfrom the United States Tlaval Cbhservatory stating that
no meteor showers were predicted for the Scandinavian area betiwecn 4 liey and

28 June 1946.

¢. The Russians may be launching rockets from sites in Estoniz or
Latvia.

d. The prescnce of Russian "tourists" in the Aland Islands has not
yet been explained but it is conceivable that the Russians intend to establish
an aroa simdlar to Peenenwndde on the islands.

e. The additional possibility that the Russicns intend to impress
the outside world with their potentialiiies by deliberately firing missilec
over the Scandinavian area must not be overlocked,

5. Until more ccmrlote rerorts covering the Scondinavian rocket situatior
are cvailable, conclusive statemcnts nerteining to their orisin, appoarance,
characteristics and purpose cannot be made.
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