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ALTERATIONS. INTERIGR WAS REMGUELED M 912 BY ARTHUR BENTOM TO REFLECT aM OLD
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CITY OF LOS AMNGELEHS
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RCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAHCE
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Arthur B. Benton, Architect

(1858-1927)
By Charles J. Fisher

Haibing from Peons Nmois, Anbur Bomeit Penton was ham there on Apnl 17, T838 w
[ra Elidy and Caraline A, (Chandleey Benton, Twe vears aftee praduating from Paoria
High School in 1877, he tried his hand at famoing in Morris County, Kansas, 11 was there
that he met Hamiet Phillipina ¥on Schilling, whom he marmied on May 17, 1883, His
wile szowr hig genans far beyond his aprarian dacanon sl convinced bim i esome his
eluativn by enrolling at (he Tupeka, Eangas, Schoal of Arcand Desipn, in 1587, The
Tollowing vear be pave up tarming and went Lo work for two years, as a deafisman in the
architectersl deparinent of the Atchison, Topeka and Sata Fe Railroad, When he
wraduated rom oollers, in 18973, he refocated to Cmaba, NMebrasha, where he saorked ax o
drattsman m the choet engineer™s office ol ihe Union Pacific.

Anbur Beoton soon chosc to resign his positon and mwowed. with his wifc and voung
dauvghter, Edith, to Loz Angelez, i 1891, In 158%3, he went inlo an architeetoral
madnership with William C. Atken.

Cme commission for Aiken and Bendon was a Shingle Stvle spec houst in Angeleno
Heights. for Mrs, bMary E. Snlson, the widow of William W Stidson, the developer of thar
Truct, in 1896, Benlon suon opled 1o purchase thut hoosie, which weas Jocited al SO0
kensinglon Boal. The [illesying vear, the addresses o Kensmgum Roead wens redone
armwt the house became 801 H. Kensington Boad. “Uhis was oo be his home for the rest of
hiz life,

Later tn 13%8, Benton boupht oot his partnec’ s intenesl ard remained solo for the rest of
his career. ‘I'har year also marked the formation of the California Landmarks Club, which
Charles Fleteher Lommis founded 1o restore and preserve the old Spanish and Meoxican
Missions. Benwon, aleng wath Architect, Sumner . Hunt, were smong the ongimal
founders of the orpatization. Aol Bentan served as the cloly's secretary. 11e also
snpervised the resiorations of beth the San Juan Capistrano and 3an Liepo Missions.

Cven belors he mel Lummmis, Benton bl become inin gued with the Missions and saen
beecarmie & voual proponemt e Mission Revival architeclore. Lomnis obliged hiem bey
publizhing many of his anlicles on the snbject in his magazine, *The [and of Sanshine™

In 1900, ke received the commission for the Firsl Church o Chistion Science, in
Riverside, CA, which was butlt in thae style. This building cangeht the eve of Frank
Anmsins killer. who mn a neathy adobe tounist hotel, knovwn as the Glenwaood Inn.
bdiller had 5 vision of @ prest Mission Style hotel amd i Benton, he sawe the man o make
bus vision a rcality. In 1902, work bopon on the firsl phase of the Mission b, under
Bemon’s supervision. He did several addilions to the sprawling complex, including the
“Uloister Wing", which was modeled aftor the Miszsion in Cammel, Two major wings
wiing dalTerent thermes, anyd dillerenl architgels, wiore added 1o 193 3-14 {Spamish Wing,



Ayron Hondy and 193031 {Imemational Eotunda Wing, G, Stanley Wilsen), Bennn
al sy desipgmeed a heach howge, koo gy “hlanong®, o e Miler lamaly in Laguna Beach
m 1971,

Benton is glso known (or his exciensive ecclesiastical work, mostly (ot the Episcopal
Church, He was an active member of S5 Faol's m Daownlown Lee Angeles and many of
bis clicats, both povate and chorch. came feom thal associaton. Bentoo desigaed a
et of Episcopal churches, staning widh All Saints at Duarte, in 1897 {demolished m
the 197053, All Sainis by the Sca gt Montecito, i 19(EL 510, Jobm the Evangelist in Chico.
CA, 19, Tnnty Cpiscopal bission, af Pod 1ueneme, which was later moved e
Filrnoee, TTole Teonity io Coving, 191011 2 well a3 3¢ Marks in Uipland, al de same
time and his last Eptecopal commission, Cliuech of the Advent, on West Adams. in 19235-
25 arc bt a fow of has designs for his denomination, o later yvears, he transfomed his
membership 1o 31 Athangsius. in Echo Park, He designed a chapel there in 149402, which
was demalished in the 19905,

bdost of these ehurch binldings iIneorporaied Gothic and Craftsman features, making vsc
ol fich wewnd amd lraditiona] stomewerk, which had become A signatore of Benton's design
ckills. and which was prefecred by hiz Episcopal clients. However, his First Churchoal
Chriadan Science was net lis ondy work outside of lus own denomination or the Gothic
sivle,

bary Siilzon and her son, Fielding, wlho was an muportant industralizt, weee also active
mcmbers of Bt Paal’s. May Siilson was also the corresponding secretary tor the
landmearky Club. In 1906, he designed adpaeent houses for both mother and son at 1{48
and 116 West Kenmngion Road, mspestively. In 1907, iz neighbor, Augusia Marshall,
bhad luim desien a rear cottage at 794 1 Kensington Road. In I9135. this saroe neighbor
had Benton add a second story (0 Wl cottage, lurming il ino 1wo tats. Benton's
charpetecrishis commitment io detol e desigm, 26 well as iz making the back house, ¢ven
ehangh a different siyle, blend well with the Dennis and Farwell desigoed Gont bouse is
an obvious testaiment o his abilities.

In 1912, Beobwm did & magor redo om his ewn hovse. The onginal 1394 structure was
designed for his client, Mary Stilson. Now, he msle it hiz own desizn. From wop o
bovtom, it was redone in the cham of Old Enpland. He even set up a parsonal Jibary in
the bazement of the structurne, which beasts a lock plate onpmally made fer the bMission
Inmom il eotside entry door. Fwver e bistorion, Benton designed a new mantle, which
he emblazoned with depictions of Medieval scenes with tles at sither and, denoting the
dates of 1890 and 1912, the original construction and his remodel,

Besides the Landmarks Club, he was also a fourding member of the Southern Calilmia
Chapter of the American Instimte of Architects, tor which he served as presdent seveml
limes, the Enpmeers and Architegts Association of Southem Califormia, which he alsa
presicled over und (e Soms ol the Bevolulion, G which he also seoved as president, just
Lo hame 3 few of his many altefiances.



Henton also hadd o number of sigmflcant mstilulion:] commisstons, such as several for
rth the YA and the YW A His bes-knoan and most lavish work 10 Ghis ares s his
1912 Mary Andrews Clark ¥Y'WE0A home, in Les Angeles.

Al leust three gther mijor Hilels were panof s mesumee. The: Mission Rewvival 1910-12
Adirnpton Hotel in Santa Barbaea, which wias vitoally leveled io e 1925 Sani Barbars
Earthquaks, the Arrowhead [lotel. located i the focthills, Morth of San Bernanding and
the Sar Marcns Hotel, which opened in Chandlet Arizona. That towin was lownded by
i, Adexander 1 Chandler, who may have biaen a relative, on his Mother's aide. [,
Charuller was an cotrerengur who wes el ved in the “Cly Beautiful™ movement and
envisioned his town a3 e ideal city in the desert South of Phoeeois. He Bad Beilen
design e enties town, with broad boulevards and prand vistas, The Mission Kevival
(themed San Mareos waz 10 be the conterpieee of the perfeet town, With the excoption of
U hotel, verv Littls of Beoten's ongin:l tesign was ever builn there.

On a smaller scale, Benton designed a neiphborhood knoewn as Berkeley Bquare, in which
he desipned laree homes for the wealthy in the Gashionable West Adams area. That
devalopment was wiped ool by the hubding ol The Santa Monica Freeway,

John Stephen MeGroarty, the poct laarcate of Cali{fomia., was well kivown tor lus Mission
Flav. He commuxsioned Benton in 1922 to desipn the Mission Playhouse in San Gabrizl
o supply 2 pemtmanent venoe lur Lhe play. Tienton usad o reereation of the oot of the
Mission San Antomio. 3t twice i°s onginsl scale, as the fagade of e boilding. N was
lanet purchased by the ciry and bocame the San Gabricl Municipal Andicorinm ontil it was
damaged 1in the 1987 Whittier Namows Earthguake, It has since bezn repaired and
teopencd wnder its oripmal narne. o 1923, Benton designed a hamis i Tujunga for
MoelGroanty.

In 1971, Benton designed 2 CGothic Castle, known ag “EL Neda™, for L, Oovemnor
Wallace, o what 35 naw La Canada-Flintridge.

In 1924, Henlgn desigmed 2 smatl Crafieman coftage, which he had built oo top of 2
cunurele garae he had carlier congtrosted at the cear of his propenty, possibly to be used
a5 his architeciural sodio. 14 was not woa long after thatl was completed that be beearns
bedndden. Hiz last major work was the Kiverside Municipal Auditoriwm, which was
compleled in 1927, Tt iakes us back (o Ponton®s architectuwral roods as it was desipned in
the Mission Revival Style thal he helped b roneer. A style that had Gallen oot of Favor
by 1he 1921, being supplanted by the Spanich Colondal and ather Poropean revival scyles
that were by then sweeping Aanenca. Thiz stvle, however. is wiguely Califocnian and
serves Welay W remimd ms ol oot own benlage 33 Califomians,

Arthur Benton passed away an tos beleved Aneclono Heights home oo Sunday,
Seplember |8, 1927, a0 the age of 09, leaving a nch architectaral legacy in Southemm
Calitornia Crer the years, many Forgod abuut hirn and his work. ¥ed, woday, especiably
in the last o decades, historians 2nd communities Fom Sania Barbam b Riverside, ape



fnally recopmiving hus legacy and his e contrtrotion o e histocis buill environiment
of Sowtherm Califorua and bevond.



Aprit 11, 1896:

Febraary t7, 1912:

Apnl 5, 1913

April 17, 1920

Building Permit History
801-803 E, Kensington Road
Angelence Heights

Building, Permit No. 8867 to construct a bwo-story fTame cottage
on Lot 1, Block 20 of Angeleno Heiphts Tract. (This was 200
Kensington Road, reaumbered in 1898 as 801 E. Kensingion
Road)

(rwner: Mary B Stilson

Architect: Atken & Benton

Contractor: - A, Gould

Cost: $1,800.00

Building Permit Mo. 1888 to build a brick and concrete basement
room fur library and store coom; Increase size of living room,
dining room; add bedroom and sleeping porch and bath eoom.
Ovnier: Arthur B, Benton

Architect: Arthur B, Benton

{Contractor: E. P. Zimmerman, Foreman

Cost: $1,E00.(10

Building Permil No. 4570 to build & one-story concrete garage bt
the rear uf the property.

{wner: Arther B, Benton

Architect: Arthur B. Benton

Contractor: Mone Listad

Cost: F500000

Building Permit No. 11661 to change one-story parage into two-
story residence. Lower parl of building o be used as a garage.
{This 15 803 W. Kensington Read)

Owner: Arthur B. Benton

Architact: Arthur B, Benton

Conteactor: Wilbur D, Tolerton

Cogt: 31,0000



September 3, 194

September £, 1941

April 14, 1942

Building Permit No. 20753 to put in a bathroom downstairs toward
the front. Close up the stairway and make a closet of 1he same.
bdake 3 bedroom of the tront of the old library. Put double hung
winduws in the screened in porch on the tirst floor. On the second
Moor tn build a stairway to the side to come in to the upper
bedroon, which will be the new living room and build a new
service porch 10 the rear of the second floor, 6707 x 9°0%, level up
the floars and make a kitchen and dining room ar the rear. (This is
301%: E. Kensington Road)

Owner: Ralph Lans Mureay

Architect: None

Fngmeer: Nope

Contractor; Chwrer

Cost: $1,200.00

Building Permut No. 20734 to construct wood frame garage next to
concrete one to serve the additional apartiment.

(rwmer: Relph Lane Murray

Architect: None

Enpimmeer: None

Cl!ﬂlTHClﬂT: ':"';"-"I'I'E:T

Cost: 3175 04

Building Permit Mo, 5105 to redo parts of rear cottage by removing
P*x 12" interior partitions and replacing with 27x4” studded walls
ax well as to put 27x4" studs mfo the exterior walls and then plaster
the interior walls with 13/16 X | }™ Ponderosa pine paneling in part
of it. Also to add a 80" x £°0" service porch. Change bathroom
window toa 207 x 30" opening. Pt tile on top of kitchen
counter. Rewire where passible.

(wner: Raiph Lane Murray

Archiieci: None

Engineer: Nons

Contractor: Crwuoer

Cost, 360007}



April 11, 1944 Building Permit No. 6745 to re-roof house excepl flat portion to
rear with composition shingles.
{Owner; Ralph Lane Murray
Architect: None
Engineer: Mone
Contractor: Evertite Roof Corporation
Cost 328,00

January 9 199} Building Permit Mo, LA4YZ204 to repair siding and garage door on
rear buldmg,
{rwmer: Stlan Zurmn
Architect: Mome
Engineer: Mone
Contraclor: Owmner

Cost: $475.00

Novemher 26, 1590: Building Permit No. T.A67024 to repair roof with composition
shingles.
{ramer: Stanley Zurn
Architect: None
Enginger; Mone
Contfractoer: (haner

{ost; 5100000

Sep 12, 1995: Building Permit No. LA4I379 fo repair earthquake damage (o
foundation zdding plywood shearwall and steel frame
reintorcement to front house.

Crwmer: Murray Bums & Planaria Price
Architect: Khalse and Assoclates
Engineer: Same

Contractor: Avadon Constractlon
Cast: 32000000



City of Las Angseles
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CASE SUNMMARIES

Mabe Lafarrabon lar Cace Summaies s Rolricesd Irm lhe Plhnnieg Depainent’s Plan Cagsg Trecking Sysiem (PCTS] Balabase.

Case Humber: CPC- 1986255
Regquired Sebionds): Biata Kot fyalable

Project Description(sh AD-ZA3 PROGRAM « GENERAL PLAW/ZOME COHSISTENGY « SILWER LAKE AREA -
CORPMUMITY WADE £OHE CHAMGES ARD SOMBMUNITY PLAN CHARNGES TOBRIMNG
THE ZEMING |NTS CONSISTERNCY WITH THE COMMUMITY PLAK IMCLLUDES
CHAMGES OF HEIGHT A5 MEECQED. FEQLNRED BY COURT A5 PART OF
SETLEMENT IM THE HILLZIDE FEDERATIC LAWSLNT

CORTIMWATISN OF C2C-B6-255. SEE GERMERAL COMMERTES FOR COMTIRLLATIOMN.

s Wyl bed DIR-Z003=42 7 1-M50
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Froject Descriptlonia): Cata Mot Awailabla
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CPC-30183%-HP
CrRED-155187T-5 45640
CORO- 1582724
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April 11, 1896:

February |7, 19]2:

April 5, 1913

April 17, 1926

Building Permit History
801-8303 E. Kensington Road
Angeleno Heights

Building Permit No. 8867 to construct a two-story frame cottage
on Lot 1, Block 20 of Angeleno Heights Tract. (This was 900
Kensington Road. renumberad in 1898 as 801 E. Kensingron
Foad)

Chwner: bary E. Stilsen

Architect; Aiken & Benton

Contracter: L. A, Gould

Cost: 31,300.0H)

Building Permit No. 18E2 to build a brick and concrete basement
room for library and store room; increase size of living room,
dining room; add bedrooin and sleeping porch and bath room.
Ownet: Arthur B. Benton

Archirect: Arthur B, Benton

Contractor: [, P, Zimmerman, Foreman

Cost: $1.800.00

Building Permnit No. 457 o buitd a one-siory concrele parage at
the rear of the property.

Cwner: Arthur B. Benton

Architect: Arlbur B, Benlon

Contractor: Mane Listed

Cost: 300,00

Building Perrmt Mo, 11661 to ¢hange one-story garage into two-
story residence. Lower part of building to be used as a garage.

{ Thus s 803 W, Kensington Road)

Owrer: Arthur B. Benton

Architect: Arthur B. Benton

Coniractor: Wilbur T, Tolerton

Cost: $1,000.00



september 3, 1941

September ¥, 1941

Apri] 14, 1942

DBuilding Permt Mo, 20733 to pul in a bathroom downstairs toward
the front, Closce up the stainway and make a closet of the same.
Make a bedronm of the front of the old Fbrary. Put double hung
windivws in the screened in porch on the first floor. On the second
floor to build a stairway to the side to come in to the upper
bedroom, which will be the new living room and build 8 new
service porch to the rear of the second floor, 6'0™ x 970", level up
the floors and make a kitchen and dining room at the rear. (This i3
#01 %% E. Kensington Road)

Crener; Ralph Lane Murray

Architecr: None

Engineer: None

Contractor: Uwrner

Cost: $1.200.040

Building Petmit No. 20754 to construct wood frarme garage next to
concrete one (o serve the additional apartenent.

Craner: Ralph Lane Murmay

Architect: Mone

Enginear: Mone

Contractor: {wner

Coat: $175.00

Building Permit No. 5105 to redo parts of rear cottage by removing
1"% 12" interiot panilion: and replacing with 2"x4" studded walls
as well as to put 2°x4™ studs into the exterior walls and then plaster
the intenior walls with 13/16 X 117 Ponderosa pine paneling in part
of it. Also to add a 8’07 x 80" service porclh. Change hathroom
window o a 2707 x 30 opentng. Fut tile on 1op of kitchen
counter. Rewire where possible,

Owmner: Ralph Lane Murray

Architect: None

Enginaer: Mone

Coniractor: (wner

Ciast: BH0.00



Apnl 11, 244 Bullding Permit Mo. 6745 to re-roof house except flat portion o
rear with compaosition shingles,
Crarner: Kalph Lane Murray
Architect: None
Engineer: Mone
Comntractor: Evertile Rool Corporation

Cast B280.00

January ¥, 1994} Building Permil Ni. LA49204 to repair siding and garage door on
rear building.
Chwner: Stag Zom
Architect: None
Enginger: None
Contraclor: Ohwner
Cost: $475.00

November 26, 1990: Building Permit No. LAG7024 w0 repair roof with composition
shingles.
Chwner: Stanley Zurn
Architect: None
Engineer: Mone
Contractor: Chwvner
Cost: 31,000.00

aep 12, 1995 Building, Pertoit Wo. LA 1579 to repair sarthguake damage to
foundation adding plywood shearwall and steel frame
reinforcemsnt to front house,
Chwner: Murray Burns & Planana Price
Architect: Khalsa and Associates
Engineat: Same
Cuontractor: Avadon ConstrucLion
Cost: $20,000.00
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Application to Alter, Repair or Demolish
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THE OLD MIS T ONS. ;

They Shoolil Be Proeserved os O014d-
) tine Relios,

Mony articies descriptlve of the old
Mlsulons of Southern Callfornig have
from time {0 tlme sppenred In these
cofumne, and the =ubfect 18 ong which
idoea not secm ilkely to wear out. Our
missions are almost ay widely famous
3 our cllmate; ond -few things bave
reater attraciion to the tourist than
these vonerable piles, the remains of 4
nable architecture chatacterkstle of 1he
Spanlsh misstonaries, and the most in-
teresting remindera left id ws of the
romantic, pestoral, patriarchal life of
early Callfornla., They arae.the. finast
and almost the only historie rains in
the Unkted States, the only othera helng
the Blmllar but older and cruder mis-
slons of New Mexico, : .

The Spenish misatons in Californla
number twenty-one, Seven of them
{besldens a few branch chapels) are In
Southern Calitornla, from Santa Bay-
kara to San DHega inclusalve, They
were founded by that heroic and far-
gecing  Franclsean plonecer,” Junipero
Serra, In the Iatter.helf of the last
century. Beveral of them have mince
heen deseried, a9 the aboriginge]l ¢on-
gregatigna disappeared before the ‘mod-
crn order of things, and =hére onee
these strange Mitle Feligldus common-
wealths set thelr cases gpan the lonely
Jendscape, centers of glvilization,. of
plotg zedl and ne less of practical en-
terprise, are now chly abandoned roins,
At Sonta Barbavra, San Buenaventursa
and San Gabriel, the 0)d churchea nre
atill in use, and at 3an Luls Réy a fow
Franciscan friers have recently taken
poasession of the long-deserted Lubld-
lnga. Hut the misalons of San  Fer-
nando, San Juan Caplatrane agnd San
Dlego arc abandoned and In lttle hope
nfﬂreha.hﬂllﬂ.tlnn fot purposes af worp-
ship. .

All have suffered serfoualy since the
pecularization of the missions by Mex-
ico, The earthquake of 1812 A!d consld-

Reproduce:d with penmission of the copyright cwner. Further repmductlan prakibited withoul parmission.
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