GOD’S TREASURES UNDER THE SEA
Kindy Program ages 3-5

All nature testifies to the love of God.
God has put his stamp of love on every flower, blade of grass and puff of cloud and urges
us to go and find Him out in nature.
Young children are drawn to animals and the natural world. They are especially interested
in amazing facts.
This lesson links amazing nature facts with lessons about God’s love in a fun, interesting
and musical way.

Connect kids with their Creator, by teaching them about God through nature!

OBJECTIVES
The Children will:
•
•
•
•

Learn interesting facts about animals
See God as the Creator of all things
Recognise God’s love in the natural world
Develop a love for exploring the natural world

MESSAGE
God is love
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ROOM DECORATION
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A large blue tarp works well to create an under the sea look.
Hessian also looks similar to sand.
Fill a treasure box with yellow cellophane – this makes it look like it is sparkling inside.
Set up a treasure map on wall with pictures of each animal joined by white sticker dots (see
pictures below)
Hang a fishing net and dangle fish and jelly fish from it
Jelly fish can be made from shower caps and gift ribbon.
Create a submarine using an old television box and cutting a hole in the side. (see pictures
below)
Fact box
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FACT BOX
What you need:
• 5 squares of paper with FACT written on it
• Fact box filled with fun facts (found on pages 5-10)
• Song words on song cards.
How it works:
• Randomly attach the fact words to the song cards – their position can change each
week.
• At the beginning of your program – hold up a square of paper with FACT written on
it and instruct the children to be looking out for this word on the song sheets. When
they see it they are to yell FACT.
• When the word is discovered, the teacher chooses a child to take a fun fact from
the fact box, which is then read to the entire class.
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Facts for fact box – print on coloured paper or carboard

Giant Cuttlefish have
green blood

Fish can’t close their
eyes. They have no
eyelids.

Fish never stop growing.
The older they get the
bigger they grow.

Fish have cold blood.

Fish have a balloon inside
their body to help them
float.

Crabs have no bones.
Their shell is their skin
and their bones.

Crabs have eyes on
sticks. They can move
their eyes in any
direction.

When a crab loses a claw,
another one grows in its
place.
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A group of jellyfish is
called a smack

The seahorse is the fish
that swims the slowest

A dugong is a sea cow

Whales breathe out of the
blowhole that is on top of
their head

Octopuses are excellent
climbers. They have
suction cups under their
tentacles that help them
stick to everything

Lobsters are excellent
swimmers and they
use their fanned tails
to move forwards and
backwards

As a loggerhead turtle
grows older its head
grows bigger

Fish sleep behind
rocks or seaweed.
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Sea urchins have their
mouth underneath their
body

Octopus can change
their colour

Octopus can change
their colour

The whale shark is the
largest fish in the sea

Shark's teeth are
shaped like triangles

A seahorse is a fish

A sea horse moves its
back fin so fast that it
looks like a little
spinning pinwheel

The daddy seahorse
carries the babies in
his pouch
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The seahorse sucks
food into its mouth
with is shaped like a
straw

Sponges have no
head, mouth, eyes,
feelers, bones, heart,
lungs or brain - yet
they are alive

Sponges have no
head, mouth, eyes,
feelers, bones, heart,
lungs or brain - yet
they are alive

Sea sponges can be
as tiny as a pea or a
big as a cow

No matter how many
pieces you cut a
sponge into each piece
will go on living and
growing

Oysters make cement
to attach themselves to
rock or coral

As clams grow, their
shells grow with them

The biggest starfish is
the sunflower star, it
has more than 26
arms
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The starfish has an
eye at the tip of each
arm

The starfish turns its
stomach inside out and
brings it out through its
mouth. This it wraps its
stomach around the food
and pulls it back inside

A starfish can grow a
whole new body from
just one arm

Pearls are made from
sand

Octopuses and squids
squirt black ink.

Octopuses swim by
shooting water out
behind them. Just like
letting a balloon go that
is filled up with air

Octopuses are shy
animals that live in
cave at the bottom of
the sea

Octopuses jaws are as
tough as a parrot's
beak
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Starfish have sticky
feet that help them
walk along underwater

Sharks have tiny brains
- they aren't very
clever

The dwarf shark is the
smallest shark, it's
about as big as your
hand

Catfish have sharp
spines in their fins.
These spines stick into
any creature that
handles or tries to
swallow the catfish

Flying fish have an
amazing pair of fins
that fan out and look
like wings.

Seahorses swim with
their head up and tail
down

The hammerhead shark
has a head shaped
like the letter T

Bull Sharks can live in
rivers and the ocean
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WATER ACTIVITIES
WEEK
1

ACTIVITY
What is water?
o
o
o
o
o
o

2

Solid, liquid gas
o

o

o

o
3

o
o
o
o

Use wooden blocks to raise one end of the wash tub. Pour
water into the tub at the high end. Observe how it flows.
Have the children try to figure out how to get the water to
move uphill.
Which way did your water move?
Did anyone find a way to get their water to move uphill?
Did the water stay up?
Why do you think water always moves downward?

o
Where does the water go?
o
o
o
o
o

Jug of water, jug of salty water, cup for each
child.

Ice cube, microwave,

Take an ice cube from the freezer and ask each child to feel
it. Then ask questions such as:
o Is the ice cube hard or soft?
o Can you see through the ice cube?
o Is it hot or cold?
o How cold is it?
Place the ice cube in heat-proof measuring cup and put in
microwave.
o Do you see the ice cube?
o Where did the ice cube go?
o Why do you think there is water in the cup?
Talk about the fact that water can change from liquid to solid
and back. Then, place the measuring cup with the melted ice
in the microwave. Heat until the water is steaming. Remove
from microwave. Make sure children do not touch the cup or
get too close to the steam. Show children the steam coming
from the cup. Ask:
o Is the water from the melted ice hot or cold?
o What do you see?
o Where does the steam come from?
Talk about how God made water very special – it is three in
one!!

Up or Down
o

4

Give each child a cup full of water
Ask them to use their eyes, ears, nose, tongue and skin to
describe the water.
What does it look like? Smell like? Taste like? Feel like?
Repeat with the salty water
Discuss what is the same and different with both types of
water.
Discuss where we see the different types of water and why
God made two different types of water.

MATERIAL NEEDED

o Container of water
o
o
o

plastic wash tubs (rectangular)
large wooden blocks
sponges and towels (for spills)

Cup of water, chalk

Go outside and pour a container of water onto a concrete or
bitumen area
Trace around the outside of the puddle with chalk
Explain that we will seeing what has happens to the puddle
by the end of Sabbath School
Describe what happened – where do you think the water
went?
Explain that this is how God makes rain.
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Ways we use water
o
o
o

6

Water and our bodies
o
o
o
o

o
o

o

7

o
o

o
o

o
9

Water is very important to us. We must be careful not to
waste water.
Show pictures of people using water and discuss ways water
could be saved in each situation.
Jesus wants us to care for our environment – one way we
can do this is to save water.

Water pollution
o
o
o

Ask what children know about pollution.
Pollution is where people make the environment dirty
Pollution affects all living things – plants, animals, birds and
people.
We can help by recycling and by putting rubbish in the bin.
Sort products into those that can be recycled and those that
can’t.
Jesus wants us to care for our environment – one way we
can do this is to recycle.

Water makes rainbows
o

o

o
o
o
o

o

Jug of water, 6 - 250ml glasses.

Draw or make a picture of a child’s body – you could even
trace a child.
Ask how much of that child’s body is made up of water?
Children’s bodies are ¾ water.
Colour using blue all of child’s body besides head.
To make sure this much water stays in their body children
need to drink 4-6 glasses of water per day
Have one child come and fill up 6 glasses of water
Discuss some reasons why our bodies need water – keeps
body at right temp. Carries blood around the body, Carries
things our bodies do not need out of our system, it helps
muscles and bones to bend, it helps digest food.
Challenge children to drink water

o
Saving water
o

8

Discuss ways we use water – cook, clean, drink, swim, water
garden, bath, brush teeth, wash clothes…
Children draw one of the ways we use water on their raindrop
and glue to large raindrop
Say – Aren’t we blessed that God made water.

Magazine pictures, Large blue cardboard cut into
a rain drop shape, small pieces of white paper
cut in rain drop shape – one per child. Pencils.

Fill a plastic container ¾ of the way with water. Set the
container in front of a white piece of cardboard or paper that
is propped up.
Hold or prop the mirror at an angle in the water. The mirror
should be at the opposite end of the container facing the
white cardboard. About half of the mirror should be
submerged in water.
Make a hypothesis. What do you think will happen when a
torch is shone onto the mirror?
Shine the torch straight into the mirror. Look at the white
paper what happened.
Why did this happen? Discuss ideas
The water in front of the mirror acts like a prism. When the
light from the flashlight hits the water, the light bends. The
different colours that make up the white light bend differently.
This causes the colours to separate and form a rainbow. The
mirror reflects the rainbow onto the white cardboard or paper.
It could also be reflected onto a ceiling or wall.
This is how God puts rainbows in the sky…

Pictures of people using water
o Watering garden
o Showering
o Brushing teeth
o Washing dishes
o Washing car
o Taps (turn off)
Various products that can and can’t be recycled
– glass, paper, tin, plastic.

clear plastic container, water, mirror, torch, white
cardboard or paper
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Water in food
o

o

11

Water music
o
o

o

o

12

We can make music using water.
Have child fill one bottle almost to the top with water. Fill the
next bottle with less water and the next with less. Keep going
until you've filled up the last bottle, which you will add just an
inch or so of water to.
Tap each bottle with spoon and notice the difference in sound
and tone. You will notice that the less water in the bottle, the
faster the bottle vibrates, therefore the higher the pitch will be.
Try playing Jesus loves me.

Ice bergs
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

13

Bring in a selection of foods and have children divide them
into two groups – those with lots of water and those with a
small amount of water
Challenge children to choose foods with high water content.

Place the ice into water – how come it floats? Which is
heavier, ice or water?
Discuss how much of ice is under the water
Have children place their hands near the ice and mover them
away.
How far does the cold water extend from the ice?
Watch the shape of the ice as it melts – does it change?
Where does the ice go?
Another amazing example of the wonders of creation.

Keeping water clean
o Did you know that dirty water can get clean again?
o
o

o

o

A variety of food.
Foods with high water content – oranges,
lettuce, apple, celery, tomatoes, watermelon,
carrots, and strawberries.
Foods with low water content – peanuts,
honey, peanut butter, butter, cheese, potato
chips, bread.
6 glass bottles; jug of water; spoon

God has designed away for nature to clean water itself
Shake one jar of dirty water again. Pour half of the water
slowly into the inverted soft drink bottle, letting it soak into the
layers of leaves and sand and gravel. Gently lift up the upper
(bottomless) bottle containing the sand-and-gravel filter,
remove the cap, and place it back into the lower, topless
bottle. This will allow the dirty water to seep through the
layers in the upper bottle and then drip into the lower one.
Compare the clarity of the water before it has been filtered
through this “natural” ground-type filter, and afterwards when
it drips into the lower container.
Discuss how amazing God is, in that he has designed our
world to clean itself!

Large blocks of coloured ice (to do this add food
colouring to water before freezing, container of
water

• 2 2-litre soft drink bottles
• Small rocks, gravel, sand, fine sand, dead
leaves.
• 2 jars full of dirty water: containing soil, grass,
dead leaves, and a bit of oil
• a shallow dish
Preparation:
- To make nature’s water cleaner, take
two 2 litre soft drink bottles. Cut the
bottom off one, and the top off the other.
Turn the one without the bottom upside
down and prop it upright, with the cap
still on, inside the other one. Put 3 cm.
of small stones in as the bottom layer in
the upper bottle. Pour 2-3 cm. of gravel
on top of the stones. Pour 2-3 cm.
coarse sand on top of the gravel. Pour
2-3 cm. very find sand on the top. Add a
layer of dead leaves as the final layer.
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
PROGRAM
SECTION

MINUTES

WELCOME

Approx 5

WATER
ACTIVITIES

Approx 10

TREASURE
PROGRAM

Approx 25

ACTIVITY
Bubble up with happiness
God Did
What’s so amazing about
Water?
Dive Deeper
Whoosh
Jelly Belly

God’s Cleaning Machine
CHOOSE YOUR
OWN ADVENTURE

Crab Walk
Searchin’ for Urchin

SECTION

Made with a Purpose
One of a kind
Down at the Bottom
A Touch of Pearl
God’s Treasures
BIBLE STORY

Approx 5

Bible Story
It’s about Love

CRAFT
BOOKLET

Approx 15

One page of booklet each
week. See craft section

MATERIAL NEEDED
Bubble pots
Large circles printed with GOD
DID
See Water Activities
Submarine and periscopes
Spray bottles filled with water –
teacher use only
Fishing rods with magnet hooks,
container filled with blue
cellophane and fish. Attach a
paper clip to the mouth of each
fish
Large colourful bucket filled with
colourful plastic balls
Actions
Binoculars; small spiky pom
poms
Large container filled with rice;
small objects to be hidden and
found
Decorate felt starfish
Clownfish; flower faces
Large Clam; table tennis balls
Treasure chest, Bibles
Kindy Lesson - Gracelink
Hearts
See Craft Section
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1. Bubble up with Happiness
Say: Good morning everyone, I am so happy that you
all have come to Sabbath School this morning. When I
see your smiling faces it makes my heart bubble up
with happiness children blow bubbles throughout song.
I bubble up with happiness
When I say hello to you
I bubble up with happiness
And let Jesus’ love shine through
I bubble up with happiness
When I say hello to you.
Include an offering song here, collect offering in a butterfly
net (to resemble a fishing net).
PRAYER

2. God Did
Say: Today we are going on an adventure down under
the sea to find all of the treasures that Jesus has put
there for us. But before we go I have a question for
you. Who made the fish? Who made the crab? Yes
that’s right no matter what we see in the world if we ask
who made it, the answer is always God did.
Who made the fish? God did
Who made the crab? God did
Who made the stingray, the turtle and the octopus?
My God did
Who made the shark? God did
Who made the whale? God did
Who made the dolphin, the porpoise and the elephant seal?
Oh my God did it all.
God did it all. He didn’t need any help
He did it all, all by himself
He is the greatest and I love him so
My God is the creator
He did it all. He didn’t need any help
He did it all, all by himself
He is the greatest and I love him so
My God did it all.
That we find fish of every kind under the sea

3. What’s so amazing about Water
Section
Say: The ocean is an amazing place made up almost
totally of water. We are going to be exploring how
wonderful it is each week. Today…

5. Dive Deeper
Say: Well now we’re ready to go on our adventure
under the sea, but we need to go way down to the
bottom of the sea, and I can’t swim that far, so we are
going to go for a ride in our special friend SUB the
submarine. Let’s climb aboard and dive deeper into
God’s ocean of love. One or two children hop in
submarine at a time, other’s hold periscopes.

We’re gonna dive deeper, yes deeper
Oh deeper down into God’s love
We’ll dive deeper, yes deeper
Learn more about the things from heaven above
We’ll dive deeper, yes deeper
Searching through the ocean’s treasure trove
And deeper, down deeper
We’ll find God’s treasure of love

CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE SECTION
Say: We are on the search for God’s greatest treasure
of all!! And today we are going to choose our own
adventure – that’s pretty exciting. This treasure box
(hold up box) is filled with adventure and we are going
to choose which adventures we have, when we have
them and what animal treasure we will have the
adventure with. So let’s get started. (Have a child
choose an animal picture from the small treasure box).

6. Whoosh!
Say: (Have a child choose an animal picture from the small
treasure box) A Blue Whale. Jesus made whales to
breath air just like us, so they need to come up to the
surface to take a great big breath of fresh air – but you
better watch out, cause he sends out a great big
whoosh of water when he takes a breath. Spray children
with water during song.
When the big blue whale comes up for a breath
And sends out a whoosh
He sends out a whoosh
The big blue whale comes up for a breath
And sends out a whoosh of water in the air

6. Jelly Belly
Say: I love seeing the animals that he has made for us
to explore – let’s see which animal we are going to
meet now. (have a child choose an animal picture from the
small treasure box) A jelly fish! We have to be careful
not to touch these jiggly little fellas – they can give you
quite a nasty sting. See his legs – they look like strings
of spaghetti don’t they. Well they are the bit that does
the stinging and then the jellyfish uses those legs to
pull the food up to its mouth, which is under its body.
Sort of like it goes fishing with a fishing line. Would
you like to go fishing like a jelly fish? Each child has a
fishing line and comes and catches fish from the container
With a belly full of jelly and legs like string
The Jellyfish is no ordinary thing
With a belly full of jelly and legs like string
The Jellyfish can give you quite a sting
With a belly full of jelly and legs like string
That’s how God made the jellyfish
God made it
He didn’t wish
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God made the jelly, jellyfish

Sideways is the way God taught a crab to walk

7. God’s Cleaning Machine

9. Searchin’ for Urchin

Say: I wonder who we’ll run into next. Let’s check our
treasure chest (have a child choose an animal picture from
the small treasure box) Oh no!! Look it’s a shark!! Look
at all of his teeth – they are so sharp. Do you like
sharks? Why would Jesus make sharks? He didn’t
make things just to be mean and nasty. Everything
Jesus made has a job to do to make our earth a special
place and the shark has the very important job of
keeping the ocean clean. It would get pretty smelly if
all of the rubbish was left floating around the ocean.
So God gave the clean up job to the shark. (Tip out
balls) Oh no – look our ocean is a mess too – can you
be like a shark and help me clean up?

Say: Searching for animals down under the sea is so
much fun! God has made them all so interesting and
so different. Let’s see who we’ll be searching for next
(have a child choose an animal picture from the small
treasure box). A sea urchin – look at his spikes. Only
God would have thought to make an animal that looks
like a tennis ball with spikes. I’m glad He did though,
because in seeing a creature like the sea urchin, we are
reminded of what a creative God we have. And how he
loves each and every weird and wonderful creation on
this planet. And of how much He loves you and me.
Let’s search for some more sea urchins. Children
search for previously hidden sea urchins with their
binoculars.

Look out look out look out
A shark’s about
Look out look out look out
A shark’s about
Look out look out look out
A shark’s about
He’s mean, he’s scary, but yet he’s necessary
Look out look out a shark’s about.
You see the ocean would be in a real disgrace
If Jesus hadn’t put a plan in place
He gave the mean old shark a special job
To clean up all the junk in the sea
Well here on land we’ve got rubbish all around
And to clean up all the muck
We have the garbage truck
So down under in the sea
God placed real thoughtfully
The shark, God’s cleaning machine.
Look out look out look out
A shark’s about
Look out look out look out
A shark’s about
Look out look out look out
A shark’s about
He’s mean, he’s scary, but yet he’s necessary
Look out look out a shark’s about.

8. Crab Walk

If you go a searchin’
And find and old sea urchin
You will see it’s as black as night
Shaped like a tennis ball
With lots of spikes
God made it that way
So that we would see
Everything is unique and made for you and me
So the next time you’re out searchin’
And find and old sea urchin
Remember it’s special and so are you
God made it that way it’s true.

10. Made with a Purpose
Say: Let’s see what other ocean animal is hiding here
for us to find (have a child choose an animal picture from
the small treasure box). Now here’s a little fella with a
great big job. The lobster has the job of keeping the
sand clean. He sifts through the sand and cleans it up
by eating all of the rubbish – which he finds
scrumptious. God made each creature under the sea
not only look amazing but gave them a special purpose
as well. Place large container of rice on floor, have
children come out and “clean up the sand” by retrieving all
of the objects from the rice.
Lobsters and crayfish were made with a purpose
They hardly ever come up to the surface
God made them to keep the ocean floor clean
Stirring up the sand like a washing machine

Say: I wonder which animal we’ll see next (have a child
choose an animal picture from the small treasure box) A
crab – don’t you just love how these little creatures
walk – sideways. When I walk sideways, I can’t see
where I’m going, but God gave crabs eyes on sticks.
The sticks help crabs to move their eyes in any
direction. So they have no trouble seeing where they
are going when they walk sideways. Come on let’s
walk sideways together like a crab.

Just like the lobster you were made with a purpose
To live a life full of grace and of service
God wants you to have a heart full of love
To show others what life is like up above

Oh a crab likes to walk along sideways
Sideways is the way to walk like a crab
A crab likes to walk along sideways

Say: (have a child choose an animal picture from the small
treasure box). The starfish - the ocean creature that
looks like it has just fallen right out of the heavens.

Oh lobsters and crayfish were made with a purpose
Yes lobsters and crayfish were made with a purpose

11. One of a Kind

© 2009 God Did Creations

15

They are, in a way like us. When God created man, He
made him in His very own image. So of all of the
creatures here on earth – we are most like God –
designed with heaven in mind. Place large felt Starfish
on board, children come and stick their piece of decoration
on the starfish to make him one of a kind
God put many different fish
Down under the sea
And each of them is special
Created differently
But there is only one fish
Designed with heaven in mind
And that is the starfish
Why he is one of a kind
And just like the stars up in heaven so bright
Twinkle and shine in the moonlight
God made the starfish to sparkle and shine
To remind us that He loves the
One of a kind

12. Down at the bottom
Say: (have a child choose an animal picture from the small
treasure box). The sea anemone – that’s tricky to say,
can you say it with me? The sea anemone looks like a
flower under the sea, but you wouldn’t want to smell
these flowers, because they give off a nasty sting! The
only animal that happily goes near them is the clown
fish. He doesn’t get stung because he uses the
anemone to keep him safe. He rubs jelly, that he gets
from the anemone, all over his body and this jelly stops
him from being stung. Then he can happily swim, eat
and keep safe in amongst the sea anemone. Another
amazing creature way down at the bottom of the sea.
Give one child the clown fish, all other children hold flower
faces infront of their faces – they are the anemones. The
clown fish then swims around each one of the flowers.
Way down at the bottom of the sea
God placed the sea anemone
The clown fish swim there day by day
Around the stingers they do play
They don’t get stung God made it that way
Way down at the bottom of the sea
Way down at the bottom of the sea
Way down at the bottom of the sea

13. A Touch of Pearl
Say: We are almost at the end of our adventure – I
wonder what amazing creature we will find next. (have a
child choose an animal picture from the small treasure box)
The clam has a very special treasure hidden inside – it
is a pearl. Have a real oyster shell with “pearl” inside to
show. It all starts from a tiny piece of sand. The piece
of sand somehow finds its way inside the clam shell.
The clam’s soft body feels uncomfortable with the
rough sand so it covers it with special stuff called
nacre or mother of pearl, which is the same stuff as the
inside of the clam’s shell. The longer the sand stays
inside, the more layers of nacre it gets and the larger

the pearl becomes. That’s like what God does to us.
He takes us when we are rough, sharp and not so nice,
changes our hearts and we too become beautiful just
like a pearl. God’s love can make something wonderful
out of everyone. Give each child a table tennis ball.
Using large clam shell – open and close lid as children roll
their ball into the shell
When a grain of sand happens to land
Right inside an oyster
Something wonderful starts to happen
And the sand is sand no more
Well the grain of sand touched God’s hand
Right inside the oyster
God changed the sand into something grand
And now the sand’s a pearl
And something wonderful, something marvellous
Something really grand
Will happen to us when we touch God’s hand
Cause He can make pearls from the sand.

END OF CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE SECTION
14. God’s Treasures
Say: We’ve reached the end of adventure and look
we’ve treasure chest!! I wonder what’s inside? Have
one child open chest. Bibles!!! We have found God’s
greatest treasure! There is no better place to find out
what a wonderful God we have than by reading His
special book the Bible. Children come and get a Bible to
read.
There are lots of treasures under the sea
But God made the Bible a treasure just for me
It tells of Jesus’ love and of Heaven up above
Oh the Bible is a book I love to read.

15. Bible Story
Say: The Bible is filled with so many amazing stories
about Jesus and His love for us. Today we are going to
have a story about…(story from Kindy lesson)

16. It’s About Love
Say: Do you know why God put all of the creatures
under the sea? It’s because He loves us. God wanted
to make the world so special, so amazing, that
everywhere we turned we would see glimpses of
heaven and see how amazingly wonderful His love is.
Everything is about love, because God is love. Give
each child a heart to hold
It’s about love for us
God’s love for us
It’s about Jesus love for me
It’s about love for us
God’s love for us
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