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CASE NAME:
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Gregory Econn v. ADSH Investments II, Inc., et al.

CASE NUMBER:

BC601530

HEARING DATE:

DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF ATTORNEY'S
MOTION TO BE RELIEVED AS COUNSEL—CIVIL

DEPT.:

37

Richard J. Burdge
Nov. 18, 2015
Jan. 26, 2021

BEFORE HON.:

DATE ACTION FILED:
TRIAL DATE:

1. Attorney and Represented Party. Attorney (name): Pierce Bainbridge P.C.
is presently counsel of record for (name of party): ADSH Inv. II, Inc., ADSD
in the above-captioned action or proceeding.

TIME:

Inv. I, Inc., & Adam DeVone

2. Reasons for Motion. Attorney makes this motion to be relieved as counsel under Code of Civil Procedure section 284(2) instead
of filing a consent under section 284(1) for the following reasons (describe):

See Attachment 2.

✔

Continued on Attachment 2.

3. Service
a. Attorney has
(1)
personally served the client with copies of the motion papers filed with this declaration. A copy of the proof of service
will be filed with the court at least 5 days before the hearing.
(2) ✔ served the client by mail at the client's last known address with copies of the motion papers served with this declaration.
b. If the client has been served by mail at the client's last known address, attorney has
(1) ✔ confirmed within the past 30 days that the address is current
by mail, return receipt requested.
(a)
by telephone.
(b)
by conversation.
(c)
(d) ✔ by other means (specify):

Client confirmed mailing address via email on 10/12/20.
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been unable to confirm that the address is current or to locate a more current address for the client after making the
following efforts:
(a)
mailing the motion papers to the client's last known address, return receipt requested.
calling the client's last known telephone number or numbers.
(b)
contacting persons familiar with the client (specify):
(c)
(d)

conducting a search (describe):

(e)

other (specify):

c. Even if attorney has been unable to serve the client with the moving papers, the court should grant attorney's motion to be
relieved as counsel of record (explain):

4. The next hearing scheduled in this action or proceeding
a.
is not yet set.
b. ✔ is set as follows (specify the date, time, and place):
c.

concerns (describe the subject matter of the hearing):

Continued on Attachment 4.
5. The following additional hearings and other proceedings (including discovery matters) are presently scheduled in this case (for each,
describe the date, time, place, and subject matter):

Jan. 13, 2021, Reserved hearing date for MSJ on Defendant DeVone individual liability
Jan. 17, 2021, 8:00 a.m., final pre-trial status conference

Continued on Attachment 5.
6. Trial in this action or proceeding
a.
is not yet set.
b. ✔ is set as follows (specify the date, time, and place):

Jan. 26, 2021

7. Other. Other matters that the court should consider in determining whether to grant this motion are the following (explain):

Defendants request a six month continuation of the trial date and all other deadlines to allow time to find
replacement counsel.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.
Date: Oct. 12, 2020

John M. Pierce
(TYPE OR PRINT NAME)
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ATTACHMENT 2

2

DECLARATION OF JOHN M. PIERCE

3

I, John M. Pierce, declare:

4

1.

I am an attorney at law, duly qualified to practice before this court

5

and am the managing partner of the law firm Pierce Bainbridge P.C., attorneys

6

of record for Defendants in this action. In that capacity, I have gathered

7

personal knowledge of the facts stated herein, and, if called and sworn as a

8

witness, could and would testify competently hereto. My business address is

9

355 S. Grand Avenue, 44th Floor, Los Angeles, California. I submit this

10

Declaration in support of the accompanying Motion to Withdrawal as Counsel.

11

2.

Defendants retained my prior firm, Pierce Bainbridge Beck Price

12

& Hecht LLP, to represent them in this action. I faced personal challenges

13

around March 2020 and went into rehabilitation. Around the same time, most

14

of the attorneys at Pierce Bainbridge Beck Price & Hecht, LLP departed the

15

firm, including the attorneys primarily responsible for this case. Pierce

16

Bainbridge Beck Price & Hecht LLP was no longer able to competently

17

represent Defendants due to a lack of staffing.

18

3.

I formed a new firm, Pierce Bainbridge P.C. and attempted to

19

continue to represent Defendants. Pierce Bainbridge P.C., however, struggled

20

to meet the staffing requirements to manage the cases left behind at Pierce

21

Bainbridge Beck Price & Hecht, LLP, including this case. A recent attorney

22

departure from Pierce Bainbridge P.C. rendered the firm unable to maintain

23

the necessary staffing to competently represent Defendants in this case. Pierce

24

Bainbridge P.C. currently has only two full-time attorneys to manage more

25

than two dozen complex cases. Pierce Bainbridge P.C. cannot competently

26

represent Defendants without incurring unreasonable expense to hire

27

additional attorneys.

28
30
31
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1

4.

Additionally, Pierce Bainbridge P.C. and Defendants have not

2

agreed to terms for an engagement agreement that would make continued

3

representation possible. There has been an irreconcilable breakdown in the

4

attorney-client

5

withdrawal.

6

5.

relationship

for

which

ethical

considerations

require

All of these factors make it necessary for Pierce Bainbridge P.C.

7

to withdraw as counsel in this case. Defendants are informed of and agree with

8

Pierce Bainbridge P.C.’s necessity to withdraw. Defendants confirmed their

9

current mailing address via email on October 12, 2020.

10

6.

Pierce Bainbridge P.C. makes this motion to be relieved as

11

counsel instead of filing a substitution of counsel because Defendants have not

12

yet found replacement counsel. Defendants are actively searching for

13

adequate replacement counsel to represent them in this case and request a six

14

month continuation of trial and all deadlines to do so.

15

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of

16

California that the foregoing is true and correct.

17

Executed this 12th day of October, 2020, at Los Angeles, California.

18
19
20
21
22

________________________
John M. Pierce
Attorneys for Defendants ADSD
Investments I, Inc., ADSH
Investments II, Inc., and Adam
DeVone

23
24
25
26
27
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