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Apply for Visas
and Residence/
Work Permits

Prepare Your
Documents

Sign up for
German 
Insurance

Find Housing 
and Relocation
Services 

Open a Bank
Account

ESTIMATED
TRAVEL DATE

6 MONTHS EARLIER

5 MONTHS EARLIER

4.5 MONTHS EARLIER

4 MONTHS EARLIER

3.5 MONTHS EARLIER
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Prepare all necessary documents months in advance:
Passports (one for each family member, including children), biometric photos, visas, birth certificates, marriage certificates, divorce/custody papers, driver’s licenses, insurance offers (from German providers), and income tax records.
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Will your employer support you with housing and moving you to Germany? Or do you have to arrange that yourself? If not, get estimates from several moving/shipping companies. It can take a few months to find a rental in Germany so start your research in advance.
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Check what German national visa do you require. Depending on your country, you will have to apply for you visa several months in advance. A great place to start is the website of your local German Embassy where they usually explain the visa cetagories and how to prepare your application.  



Prepare your
Appliances and
Gadgets

Phone and 
the Internet

Medicines and
Prescriptions

Furniture and
Bedding

Start Learning
German

3 MONTHS EARLIER

0 MONTHS EARLIER

1 MONTHS EARLIER

1.5 MONTHS EARLIER

2 MONTHS EARLIER
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Germany has 220-volt/50Hz current. Your large and small appliances may not work without an adapter; it’s usually smarter to buy German appliances, which are often superior in quality.
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Research what type of phone service meets your requirements. A monthly plan or a prepaid service? Germany offers good internet connections, however not great publc WiFi. It can take a long time to get an internet connection to your new home. So look into your options for internet or surf sticks.
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German beds and bedding are different in size and style from most parts of the world. It’s better to buy bed and beddings in Germany. You don't need to bring your large appliances; It is also recommended to buy them in Germany.
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Not everyone in Germany speaks English. Your life will be much more comfortable and fulfilling if you know at least some German. Even if your job requires mostly English, it’s rude to be THAT one colleague who speaks 0 German .
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