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There iz no way I can justify my failure to help sound an
“alarm over these activities many years sooner than I did. I
feel that at least several hundred scientists trained in the
biomedical aspect of atemic  energy--myself definitely
included—-are candidates for Nuremberg-type trials for crimes
against humanity for our gross negligence and irrespon-
sibility. Now that ve know the hazard of low-dose radiation,
the crime is nol experimentation—-ii's purder,®
Dr. John Gofwan, formerly at Livermore Lab

ATOMIC YET RETURNS TO TEST SITE

Jennifer Viereck

Sergeant James Gates, US Arey Ret., is a proud san, as
well he should be. He served 32 years in his country’s Army,
most of his adult life. He has intervened with injustice and
abuse of pover many times on behalf of ofhers, and he has
asked nothing special for himself in return. What he has
gotfen is far less tham that,

During 1954-55, Jie Gates was stationed at the Nevada
Nuclear Test Site, one of 33,000 American serviceman in those
twe years alone deliberately stationed and positioned vhile
above ground nuclear tests were being conducted. He says that
their dog -tags and all personal idenification vere taken
avay from thes on arrival, so that the Aray could disavow any
knovledge, should something go wrong.

In Deadly Deceit: Low-Level Radiation, High-level Coverup,
the authors state: "Enrico Ferai suggested to Robert Oppen-
heimer in 1943 that the German food supply could be poisoned
vith radicactive fission products.,.0Oppenheimer and Edvard
Teller identified strontius-90 as the isotope that ‘appears
to have the most promise’ because it concentrates 'dangerous-
ly and irretrievably’ in human bones, Over tem years later,
officers and chaplains told our own servicemen thal they vere
perfectly safe, that the mushroom cloud was pretty, harsless,
and could be cbserved with the naked eye. Fev of those
soldiers are alive today.

Host servicemen were stationed between four and seven
wiles avay frow the blast. As a demolition specialist, Gates
vas stationed only one half mile away, He' wvas personally
exposed Lo fourteen above ground tests: six atemic hombs,
seven hydrogen bombs and one newiron bomb. He says that yhen
he covered his eyes with his hands inside his bunker as
instructed, he could see every bone up %o his wrists when the
blast vent off.

On November 9-11, 1991, Jim Gates joined hundreds of other
US veterans to return to the Nevada Test Site, for a national
gathering, Veteran's Day Hitness. Issues of concern for those
present were the ending of all nuclear testing, justice and
redical care for all veterans, and (continued on page 2)
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Japes Gates speaking at the Veteran's Day Witness ceremony

NUKES TO BE STORED AT CONCORD

According to Bill Arkin, one of the foremost authorities
on the US nuclear arsenal and Navy, Bush's recent decision to
repove nuclear bombs and short-range sissiles from ships and
planes will have an enormous impact on the Concord Naval
Heapons Station.

About the primary weapons shipping point on the vest
coast, Arkin says, *Obvicusly, the Naval Weapons Station vill
receive the brunt of the veapons.®  He alsoc poinis out that
the unloading of nuclear weapons gives local residents an
opportunity to find out just what is stored at Concord,
Alaneda Naval Air Station, and other facilities.

*They have to come cleam, [ think wher people realize
Concord has been a prieary storage facility for nuclear
veapons for three decades, people will finally say, *We want
to know vhat's out there,” Arkin said.

Several sources for such weapons have docked in Alaseda
recently as they return from the Persian Gulf: the nation’s
nevest and largest aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln {costing
$3 billion, with a crew of 5300) and the cruisers USS
Arkansas and the USS Texas, Aircraft carriers carry about 100
nuclear bombs and depth charges, according to Arkin, Cruisers
carry the nuclear capable Tomahavk missiles, vhich have been
seen coming and going at Concord by the trucklcad since the
beginning of the Gulf Har, (continued on page 3)




ATOMIC VETERAN...cont. from page 1

support for Hestern Shoshone land righis, from vhom the land
vas officially stolen in 1979, Over a quarber of & milljon
veterans vere exposed to radiation at nuclear tests in Nevada
and the Pacific, resulting in cancer, leukemia, genetic birth
defects and many other illnesses. Thousands more vere exposed
to Agent Drange in Southeast Asia. They have been systemati-
tally denied benefils, had their files 'lost!, and sufferad
endless fores of neglect and abuse, in payment for their
good-faith service for their country.

As veterans gathered this November 1iih before a black
wreath in the roadvay leading into the Test Site, each
stepped forvard to lay a flower before the wreath, and speak
briefly. Some from the Vielnam era expressed the feeling that
this was the first time they had truly felt good about
celebrating Veteran's Day. Others spoke of innocents killed,
coerades left behind, suicides, spouses and children trauma-
tized by stress-related behavior.

James Gates was the last to speak, Until thet day, his
full story had never been told, In 1935, as his awareness in-
creased of what he vas invelved vith, he came to a decision,
He went out in the desert at night three times to cut the
vires, delaying three of the tesis. While doing that, he
discovered a shack in the surrounding hills, vhere four
mililary resisters wvere being secretly held. He spoke to thes
through the window, and could see tiwo of them. Gates says
that they were being fed cocaine in their food, and that
plutonium vas being injected into the base of their skulls,
ké study its effect on their hrains and behavior.,

o During this time at the Test Site, an empty city the size
;and capacity of Detroil had been constructed to study the
ef!ects of the blasis wpon i%, Often, dupmies were used to
study the effects of the blasts on human bodies. At the time
of the last blast Gates parlicipaied in, he says that
although the troops stationed several miles avay were under
the ispression that dusmies wvere again being used, he could
clearly identify the prisoners he had seen as among four
husan beings in a cage that vas lowered by crane o vithin a
half eile of the blast. He says that their bodies just
disintegrated.

Gates returned to his post, grabbed wp a rifle, and broke
his First Sergeant's arm with if. He vas imprisoned, inter-
rogated, and beaten for three days and nights vith a rubber
hose. Thirty-six years later, standing at the Test Site's
front gate vith other veterans, he finally told what he knew.

Today, James Bates lives on the streets of Chicago. He
continued to serve in the Army until 1977, quietly assisting
others from the inside, such as Paul Jacobson who produced
the video "The Nuclear Game*. After 32 years of service, he
does not receive his pension, Until he vas able to produce
copies of Aray records and photographs that he had secretly
photocopied while still in the service, the Velerans Admin-
istration denied that he existed at all, He has bone cancer

to the extent that a private doctor's letter states that his

‘bones are black? and that his maximum life expectancy is two
years, He has related respiratory probleas as well, Despite
eleven years of pursuing claims with the VA for disability,
he has yet to see a VA physician,

Bates was joined at the Test Site by his attorney, seeing

the place himself for 1{he first time, They are initiating a
$10 nillien lawsuit against the Veteran's Adeinisiration and
various hospitals that have specifically and categorically
denied medical help to veterans associated with nuclear
testing in Nevada. They have plams for addiiional lawsuits
against those responsible for legislation that deliberately
exposed servicemen fo radiation as vell,

ACTION: If you would like to do something to help Nr. Gales
in his ongoing fight, please write a letter to your Senator
or Congressperson asking that they look into his case to
provide hin the medical assistance and cospensation that he
deserves, For more inforsation, confact hie at the Midvest
Cossittee for Military Counseling, 59 E. Van Buren, Chicagoe
IL 60603, 312-939-3343.

NAVY GETS BIGGER AMMO YESSFELS

According fo a recent MNavy report, “The WS, Navy is
acquiring new design auxiliary ships over the next ten years.
These Fast Combat Support Ships (ADE-6 Class) will provide
fuel, ameunition and dry and refrigerated stores to opera-
tional ferces of the LS, Parific Fleet. Navy proposes to
establish a program for hoseporting four ADE-6 Class ships on
the west coast of the United States, at existing Dept. of
Defense installations. At the present rate of ship funding
and acquisition; two ADE-6 Class ships must be homeported
vithin the next 2 to 3 years. Navy proposes to homeport these
two ADE-6 Class ships at MNaval Ghipyard Puget Sound in
Brewerton, Hashington...The sites identified as potential
ADE-6 homeports are Maval Station Long Beach, Long Beach CA;
Naval Air Station MNorth Island, San Diego CA; and Naval
Statien San Diego, 5anm Diego, CA."

The Navy's four earlier ABE Class ships were completed
betveen 1964 and 1970, to supply UB forces in Southeast Asia,
They proved to be extremely costly, and a fifth was not
built. Their purpose is to supply a carrier battle group vith
all ifs basic supply needs, combining ithe functions of
oilers, ammunition, supply and cargo ships indo a single huge
vessel, The second of tvo attempts during the Reagan admin-
istration vas {ruitful in initiating production of the two
ships under discussion here,

Although the largest vest coast veapons shipping facility,
Concord Naval Weapons Station, located hetween the two areas
in question, is out of the running in this regard. The height
of bridges and depth of shipping channels used to access the
base prohibit the larger class of ship. dnti-nuclear senti-
sent in the Bay area has also been mentioned as a cause for
Navy concers, as they are still swarting from the unsuccess-
ful homeporting of the battleship Missouri and the Dakland
Nuclear-Free Initiative, Concord continues to homeport six of
the nation's ten active ammunitfion ships, which are alse
equipped to carry both nuclear and conventional veapons.
According to Navy statements, these vere augmented by leased

“coamercial vessels toprovide about one third of all wuni-

tions used by the US and its allies in the Persian Gulf War.
How the acquisition of a larger ammunition supply fleet will
affect Concord in the future will be most interesting to see.

Bne reason Bremerton may have been selected for the first
pair of ships is public acquiescence, In San Diego, only one
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person spoke at the hearing, voicing concern about the impact
to the salt marshes and aguatic habitat of San Diege Bay, but
written comments from city officials vere quite discouraging,
In Long Beach, fifteen people spoke, all against howeporting,
citing nuclear wveapons and a vide variety of environmental
issues, long Beach is also on the list of recosmended base
closures. However, in Bremerton, the sayor fairly drooled as
he extolled the virtues of "job availability, economic
stability, steady business opportunities, and technical
training for our workforce® and “hostlingd not only an
indusirial qiant;, but also the residential development for
those who seek a respite from their vorking day in a pleasant
and an affordable residential area®. Most concerns expressed
both in person and in writing concerned traffic congestion,
and the Navy has substantially aliered their plans to address
that.

Not so easily glossed over, hovever, is the fact that this
project is in direct violation of the trealy fishing rights
of the Suguamish Nation, attacking both their severeignty and
their livelihood. Dfficial Navy respenses to Suguasish
concerns have not recognized their legal standing in any vay,
Instead they seek to minimize the impact of the project, and
state that it "does not constitule an irreversible comeitment
of resources®, as though they might turn around and leave
after spending nillions of dollars., They also assure everyone
that they intend to “work with the Suquamish tribal council
to resolve the effects of this action™. Native Awericans have
heen hearing variations of this language for 500 years,

Novhere in the process vas there any discussion about hov
the conventional and nuclear munitions invelved would be
loaded from Indian Island, or the effects of transperting
thew in and cut of the area, In fact, Indian Island vas never
mentioned in ihe Puget Sound discussions at all.

NUKES AT CONCORD...cont.from page 1

The Navy, of course, continues its comical stance of
"neither confirwing or denying® the presence of nuclear
veapons, but Concord's newsletier, the Transhipper, carried 2
story in Novesber about Bush's initiative to remove nuclear
weapens frow carriers. Contord’s fanatically right-wing
spokespersen Dan Tikalsky wvas even disinterred to generously
state that "Mr. Arkin is entitled to his opinion®, and add
that "there’s probably nothing in the vorld thal’s as safely
transported as nuclear wveapons,” One assuses that the {25
nexber Regional Response Force team at Concard whose job it
is to respond to Navy nuclear accidents anyvhere in the
western US, is not just randomly placed.
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This newsletter is published 10 times a year and is sent
to HNuremberg Actions wmembers who reguest it. Additional
donations make it possible to distribute it more widely for
educational purposes.

The goal of the newsletter is {o support citizen's rights
in calling for just, sustainable non-exploitive policies from
business and government alike, through nonviolent, creative
and responsible weans. Subeissions accepted to 20th of month.
Editor and Publisher: Jennifer Viereck
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According to the Dakland Tribune, a Navy spokesperson in
Washington stated, ‘"lUpon returning to their homeports, those
units thal might have Inuclear] weapons vill remove them in a
reasonable period of time." Bay area spokesperson Lt. Cadr.
Sandy Stairs wvas a litile wore specific, saying that nuclear
weapons would be off-loaded wvithin six to eight months
nationvide. He declined to give any details about vhere the
veapons vould be removed, iransported or stored,

A Navy eap of the Alameda Naval Air Station issued in 1980
clearly labels Building 741 at the eastern perimeter of the
base with a storage code and the wvords ‘Muclear Weapons!.
However; it is likely that most weapons will follow the
standard procedure of transport to Concord by barge during
daylight hours, through some of the wmost crowded and popu-
lated vatervays in the US. Concord houses a fleet of barges
and 2 tughoats to do just that.

The Tribune article continues:

*lArkin] said it is 1ikely that Concord’s role as a
storage site for nuclear weapons will grow in the next few
years as other Pacific-based ships and submarines shed their
tactical nuclear weapons and the Navy consolidates due to
post-Cold War budget cuts,

*Arkin predicted that the Naval Weapons GStations at
Concord and Bangor, Washington will expand, while the other
tuo key vest coast nuclear veapons stations--in Pearl Harbor,
Havaii and San Diego--will be converted to conventional
veapons storage,’

NUCLEAR NUGGETS

Funds for nuclear testing are included in the final portion
of the Defense Autherization Bill, which has not yet passed
Congress. Each test costs $160 million.

Since the 1340's, the US has spent $300 billion (in 1990
dollars) on designing, testing and manufacturing nuclear
varheads, about 80,000 of which have been produced. The
varheads contain 90-100 tons of veapons-grade plutonius and
300 tons of highly eariched uranius,

The Nuclear Requlatory Comeission and the Dept. of Energy
hope to bury high-level radicactive vaste at Yucca Mountain,
Nevada. Experiments are needed Yo prove the vaste can remain
there for 10,000, but the state of Nevada has refused to sell
then large amounts of wvater for the experiments. 70,000
gallons are nov being ieported from drought-ravaged Califor-
nia for this purpose,
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TRACK RECORD

December 1, 1991 is the 1£34th consecutive day of resis-
tance to US war crimes at the Concord MNaval Weapons Station.
Attendance at the vigil continues to be lov, but, yes, 6reg
Getty did pet to go see his mother for Thanksgiving!

Ten irain wovements vere recorded between Bctober 29th and
Noveaber 19th, with 2 total of 98 loaded boxcars of muni-
tions, mainly ishound, Seventy-four cars were Class A {defo-
nates on impact, such as bosbs and missiles), |5 were Class B
{ignites on impact, such as propellants), tvo vere Dangerous
{bullets, landmines, etc.) and seven were Inert (metal fins,
tail-pieces, etc,), HNumerous ftrucks were recorded, many
carrying pissiles, rockets and 12* artillery shells,

Arrested this wonth for atteapting to upheld the Nuremberg
Principles vere: Greg Getty (twice), Sunshine Appleby, Maylie
Scott, Matt Seltzer, Victor Vasquez, Woody Schwartz, David
Duncoshe, Ruth Hartsough, Abraham Iwickel, Betty Black and
Larry Harper. HWoody Schwartz had the perseverance to get
arrested twice in one day. )

Local residents sometimes celebrate theiv holidays in
strange vays, The vigil site was severely vandalized during
the night near Halloween, and again on Veterans Day. Also on
Veterans Day, Dominic Von Zabern was struck by an egg throwa
at high velocity froa a passiag pickup.

THANKSGIVYING EYENT A SUCCESS

Dear Richard,

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, ve write you t{o make 2
special request,

We wvould like the Navy {o deliver food collected by
individuals across Nerthern Califoraia to countries vhere ve
norwally deliver weapons.

He are coming to the base Wednesday, Nov. 27, 1991, Bur
hope is %o enter the base, load the food aboard transport
vehicles so that the Navy can deliver life sustainiag food to
those in need. We would encourage” you to unload weapoms to
make roow for the food. MHe are willing to help in this
endeavor, A 45 O 3

CALENDAR
AT THE TRACKS:

12/12---9:00 a& Sonoma Co. Tases for Peace, Redvood Friends
Morning circle, orientation and veapons blockade

12/15---10:00 an Buddhist Morning of Meditation Sitting and
valking, Rides leave Berkeley Zen Center at 9:15.

Each Thursday morning orientation and training iy available,

IN THE BAY AREA:
12/8---6:30 pm Bound By The Hind, a video docusentary on the
global impacts of nuclear tesiing, to benefit Western
States Legal Foundation, Berkeley Friends Church, 1600

Sacragento St, $3-15, S10-632-9273 or 510-351-13%96,
1713-19/92---Nationa]l Nefwork on Cubz National Heeting will
be held in San Francisco. 415-B26-6828 for move info.

Each Thursday at noon-—-Parenis Against the Har suppori
resisters at 14th and Broadway, Cakland. 510-B41-8282.

Each Friday at moon---Homen in Black support Falestinians at

- Cody's Hooks, Haste and Telegraph, Berkeley, 510-£44-8021

AT GREENHAM COMMON, ENGLAND:

12714-15---Houen's gathering to oust the base. Women gathered
suteide the US Base al Greepham Comaon have been credited
by sany for helping rid Europe of Cruise missiles. Now,
the base plans to spgrade its runvay for'air exercises?

Drganizers from Nuresberg Actions West, Bay Area Religious
Peace Action, and Citizens for a Liveable Earth planned an
event fo bring Thanksgiving to the Weapons Station,and sent
the letier opposite io Base Commander Richard (wens.

Apparently the Navy is not quite ready to swing froa
aiding death tovard life, because ten of the twenty-five
pecple arriving 3t the gates with food {or the sarving
overseas vere arrested. Food supplies vere given instead fo
those providing for the hungry here at home,
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