Police don’t intervene as masked protesters rip up 300 feet of rails j
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CONCORD — The wife of Nicaragua’s pres-
lent, singer Joan Baez and the Rev. Jesse
ickson joined several thousand people Satur-
ay near the Concord Naval Weapons Station
 protest the maiming of peace activist Brian
‘illson and call for the end to U.S. interven-
on in Central America.
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- also suffered a fractured skull. He was repos

ed to be in fair condition Saturday.
-Rosario Murillo, the wife of Nicaragu:
President Daniel Oretga, visited Willson at t]
hospital Saturday morning. Before the vis
Murillo spent 20 minutes at the site of t
accident. She shook her head in disbelief
witnesses told her their accounts of what h:

pened.
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demonstrators crossed
ved a tape recording the baindary line of the weapons
statiogat about 4 p.m., and were
escorted to an exit by Contra Costa
sheriffs deputies. None of the dem-
onstrafors was arrested.
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After Murillo finiched pe,
minute visit with Willson, she was
overheard telling his wife,
N "is 4 man capa-

Jackson exhorted. He ended his
speech by leading the crowq ina
chant of “Give peace a chapce!
The rally, an eclectic gatheri_ng
of young and old, hippies, preppies
and punk-rockers, was noisy but

Murillo then smiled at Rauen,
saying, “He also told me he shares
the Nicaraguan passion for peace B i, thoush shoct 100
protesters tore up 300 feet of rail
along Port Chicago Highway and
stacked the tiers at the entrance to
the weapons station. A Navy offi-

Willson is an avid fan of the St.
Louis Cardinals baseball team.

Rauen also spoke at the rally
She said that Jast year she and Will-
son walked more thap
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:ially night at her Sap Francisco ho-
el.

_Murillo, in the Bay Area to visit
With Brian Willson, the Vietnam
veteran who Jost both of his legs
when a Navy munitions train
Struck him [ast week, was aware
that many saw her visit as a public
relations ploy.

“Sure, some people are going to
think that way,” she said casually.
“But, that's not why I came. [ came
to see Brian and his family, to tell
him how much we respect what he
has done.”

Murillo noted that she had not
met with anyone other than Will-
son and his family, and that, if the
press wants her to speak, she has to
speak honestly.

Asked about the congressional
Iran-contra hearings, the Nicara.
uan first lady said that while her
countrymen followed the hearings
with interest, they did not think
any substantial changes in the UsS.
policy toward her country would
result from them.

“Nothing is about to change be-
cause of the hearings,” she said.
“They were interesting because
they put in evidence just how far
the present administration is will-
ing to go, violating domestic and
international laws, to continue
their policy of war.”

Murillo, elegant in a red dress
and turquoise Jjewelry, repeatedly
spoke of the friendship she says her
country is seeking with the people
of North America, including those
Who made Marine Lt. Col. Oliver

North a hero.
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FIRST"LADY ROSARIO MURILLO’
Sees N0 change’ in U.S. policy

“The people who think North is
a hero are pot politically - in-
formed,” she said. “They are un-
aware and can be manipulated. |
don't believe they would feel the
Same way if they had more aware-
ness,” she said with the smile that
comes from self-assuredness, “But
those are not all of the people.
There are more people like Brian
Willson, who are willing to give, to
work for change, to be compassion-
ate.” .

The United States is determined
to portray her country as a threat,
she said, because the changes in
Nicaragua since the dictatorship of
Anastasio Somoza was overthrown
in 1979 threaten the way America

(deals with the rest of the world.

“What we are doing in Nicara-
gua is building a society that is inde-
pendent, with our own internal and
foreign policies,” Murillo said. Th
is a dangerous example to the Unit.

" ed States because they are used to

telling countries what to do. The
U.S. government has shown no will-
ingness to recognize the Nicara-
guan peoples’ right to self determi-
nation. We have dignity.”
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