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WESF PITTSBURG — The only

pickets at LW House are part
of the fen ordering the front
yard.

The modest 3-bedroom house
doesn’t look much different from
other hcmes in this quiet West Pitts-
burg neighborhood, but to a dozen
or so members of the Nuremberg
Actions- Committee it's a comfort-
able suburban hideaway.

Purchased in December by peace
activists, it is 2 home base fov pro-
testers who've been conducting dai-
ly vigils outside the Concord Naval
Weanons Station since June.

“This is great,” said Chris Ban-
kert, an 18-year-old peace activist
who dropped by after several long
shifts on the picket line.

A hot shower and a gcod night’s
sleep were a welcoe break for
Bankert, who's been czmping out-
side the weapons station since Octo

oer. =

‘““J2 can come here and cook a
hot m.edl - rake a shower and relax,”
she said. “The time goes by very
qrickly at the'tracks, but the nights
can get very long sometimes.”

Inside, there’s an eclectic mix of
donated furnishings — a large

. painting of a city scene, overstuffed
pillows and a worn tweed sofa.

Besides sheltering wear ", vrotest-
ers, the Peace House will be used
this summer for potluck dinner
meetings, non-violent protest train-
ing and other events.

.Many neighbors say they haven’t
noticed much extra activity since
the protesters arrived.

Before the house was bought in
December, the protesters’ nearest
support base was the Mount Diablo
Peace Center in Walnut Creek.
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CHRIS BANKERT AND SPAULDING BROdK, both 18, build a bed on the front lawn of the Peace House in West Pittsburg.

“A permanent center became cru-

_cial when the sporadic daily protests

against weapons shipments to Cen-
tral America turned into a 24-hou*
vigil on Sept. 5, four days after prc-
tester Brian Willson was run over
by a Navy weapons train.

Scott Rutherford, a member of

the Nuremberg Actions Committee
ard a friend of Willson’s, thought
the best way to help sustain the

lengthy vigil would be to establish a

central location where protesters
cocld meet, organize and rest.

A retired federal worker, Ruther-
ford, 54, volunteered to make the

T

biggest investment. He said he fi-
nanced the down payment on the
Peace House by selling property he
owned in Maryland.

Rutherford, a relative newcomer
to the peace movement, said he has
no qualms about sharing his home
with other peace activists.

“I'm very committed to changing
our government’s policy in Central
America,” he said. “I see this house
as a way to do that.” :

Sanderson Beck, one of four per-

.Jmanent residents at the Peace
House, said protesting can be emo-
tionally invigorating as well as

rotesters

draining. :

On occasion, people driving by
the weapons station heckle the pro-
testers with comments like “Get a
job” and “You’re just a bunch of
communists,” he said. :

- “But it just shows their igno-
rance of what we do,” Beck said. “I
don’t know of any communists in
the group.” :

He said the best way to address
heckling is to be open to discussion.

“The other night, - a group of
teen-agers came over and started
talking to us,” Bankert said. “One
said he was a (George) Bush sup-
porter, and another said_he was a
Christian who supported the Con-
tras in Nicaragua.”

Bankert said the discussion got a
little heated but the protesters tried
to listen to the teens and talk to

- them.

When the group left, one youth
came up to her. :

“He told me, ‘We might not
agree with you, but we’re leaving
here learning something.’ That
makes me feel we're really doing
something.”

Demonstrating for world peace
isn’t exactly a financially rewarding
endeavor, said Beck, a part-time col-
lege instructor and full-time peace
activist.

Many demonstrators who spend
most of their days at the protest site
receive food, clothing and shelter
through private donations to the
Nuremburg Actions Committee.

Some, such as 18-year-old
Spaulding Brook, work by day and
put in as much time as they can pro-
testing at night or on weekends. A
carpenter, Brook also built bunk
beds for the Peace House.

“There’s a place for everyone
here and everyone’s talents,” he
said.




