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Peter and the apostles answered, ñItôs necessary to obey God rather than men.  The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, the One 
you killed by hanging him on a cross.  God set him high at his side, Prince and Savior, to give Israel the gift of a changed life and 
sins forgiven.  And we are witnesses to these things.  The Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey him, corroborates ev ery 
detail.ò                                                                     - 

Acts 5.29-32 The Message by Eugene Peterson 

 A speaker at a recent conference made the comment that an important decision was made at the first recorded assembly 
of believers which we hear about in Acts chapter 15.  The church of Jesus Christ, according to the Spiritôs direction in those days, 
was not going to be only one, holy, cosmic (universal, catholic) but apostolic.  In other words, instead of just letting people in the 
world be whatever they were born into a belief system and circumstances to be, the truth about Jesus being raised from the de ad 
was so compelling they were called to share it.  Jesus as Lord of all commissioned them to go and spread the good news about 
Him for all the world.  Thus, the church was by definition and new creation - apostolic (literally, ñsent onesò).  All followers of Jesus 
are sent into the world to tell the good news of Jesus which means repentance and forgiveness and new life for all who know i t is 
ñfor them.ò  

 We need to keep being reminded by the Word of God and the Spirit about who the church is called to be.  In the mission 
of Jesus, good news is the first order of our proclamation.  Good works naturally follow.  But as we hear just before the rec orded 
text above, Peter and the apostles were being told by those of the old order before Christ not to teach or speak the good new s.  In 
fact, they were jailed for doing it.   

 So what did that apostolic bunch do?  Did they just say, ñWell, I guess they have a point. Weôd better stop telling anyone 
about Jesus.  People are okay with never hearing that truth.ò  Their response was, ñWe must obey God rather than men [human 
beings]. We believe Jesus is raised from the dead and he has commissioned and sent us to tell it to everyone.ò   

 The church today is apostolic by very definition of Godôs call in Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit.  We are called, gathered, 
enlightened and sanctified according to Martin Luther and the reformers sense of what the church is as the new creation.  But  we 
have realized of recent that we also have to add what Luther forgot to say in that list.  We the church in the mission of Jes us are 
called, gathered, enlightened in the Gospel and sanctified but also ñsentò in Jesusô name to a world in need of hearing the good 
news brought by Jesus in the flesh, crucified and risen from the dead (The Evangelizing Church, p. 64) 

 There is call here to obey God in Jesus and for the church to speak, risk beyond what culture wants to dictate and be the 
church which possesses the one truth that can truly set people free from sin.  It is the ñfoolishness of our proclamationò by which 
God saves humans, not by our human wisdom or good efforts or anything else (1 Corinthians 1:21). The compassionate heart and 
service that accompanies such words does not replace speaking up about the Jesus we know to be Godôs Son and His Love. 

 We can be encouraged that we have been called, gathered, enlightened, sanctified and sent out as those first naïve disci-
ples were.  The churchôs call and identity is to be apostolic.  ñAdmissibility to the faith is the ecumenical birthright of [hu]mankind, 
never to be superseded or curtailedò (Kenneth Cragg).   

 As a church in Vancouver, Washington, we could take a lesson from this first apostolic bunch who knew Jesus as Lord and 
dared to speak good news to others.  As a church this next year, we hope to be looking for ways to be encouraged and provoked  
to think of the love of Christ as those first disciples understood the call.  As something that has to be shared for the love  of Christ 
for all.   

 It is going to be a growing, fun, challenging year of engagement with those near and far, local and global.  And ñthe Holy 

Spirit will corroborate every detailò of truth as we engage Godôs world with good news!  Pr Gary 



Following up on requests, we 
will return for a visit to the Co-
lumbia Mist Alpaca farm out-
side Woodland. Folks who 
made the previous visit told 
everyone how much they en-

joyed the visit to this beautiful farm and gift 
shop. And they told about the very cute Al-
paca animals, and the fine work Daryl Gohl 
does with them. So come and join our trip 
on Wednesday, June 24, meet at  12:15. If 
the weather is good, we will stop for coffee 
and cookies at a park on the way back 
home. 
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Happy Lunch Bunch  

Here's your chance to clean out some draw-
ers! If you have any old cards from Christ-

mas, birthdays, Mother's Day, etc, bring them 
to Happy Lunch Bunch on Tuesday, June 16 
at noon . Our program will be led by Judy Al-
ley from the Snow Cap  Community Charities 
in Portland. She will show us how they turn 

our old card donations into new; and, through 
these cards their agency provides help for 

families and children. And  come for a great 
meal and friendly visiting. Our Trinity folks are 

great cooks. Please bring one item for the 
food table. If you no longer do much cooking, 
bring rolls, fruit etc. or just pop an extra dollar 

in the free will offering basket. 

TIDINGS 

Trip for Fun  

Meet Mike Haas, our Congregation President  
 

Mike Haas has been elected by our congregation to be President.  Mike is a native 
of this area, growing up in Vancouver.  At 18 he joined the Navy and moved east 
to Virginia where he met his wife Nancy--actually meeting in an ELCA congrega-
tion!  Mike spent 25 years in Virginia, serving the Navy, marrying his sweetheart, 
getting his degree in electrical engineering and raising his family--two children, 
David and Anja. 

The Haas family moved here in the summer of 2013 because of a job opportunity 
and to be closer to Mike's family.  His hobbies include operating amateur radio, 
woodworking, and anything that gives him time with his family (camping, exploring 
the Northwest, games, dogs). 

From the moment the Haas family stepped foot into Trinity, they have been partici-

pating in full in the programs and ministries of this congregation.  We certainly look forward to Mike's 

wisdom and energy and gifts as he joins the leadership of our congregation! 

Thanks to the following for service to Trinity this year.  

Names completing Foundation Committee service :  Jim Hoeffner  

Names completing Council service: Tim Gordon, Marilyn Hale and Rich Hyatt  

Executive Committee:  

Tammy Eshom, Secretary  

Fred Johnson, President  



WELLNESS CORNER  
By Sue Hoeffner  

June 2015ñ

More info and pics @ 

www.trinityvancouver.org 

 
 

American Cancer Societyôs Clark County Relay For Life  

Has your life been touched by cancerðeither yourself, a loved one, or a friend?  If youôve answered ñyesò--and 
most all of us have--consider gathering a team together for fundraise to fight this dreadful disease.  Sponsored in 
part by PeaceHealth Southwest, the money raised at this event provides programs and services to countless pa-
tients and families in our community, including educational patient materials; patient lodging; and the Look Good, 
Feel Better program.   

¶ Organized, overnight community fundraising walk 

¶ Teams of people camp out around a track 

¶ Members of each team take turns walking around the track 

¶ Food, games and activities provide entertainment and build camaraderie 

Family-friendly environment for the entire community 

Because it's a team event, individual participants are not required to be there the entire time. But it's so much fun, 
you'll find it hard to leave! 

WHEN:  July 11 to 12, 2015  

WHERE:  Columbia River High School  

HOW TO SIGN UP:  Visit www.relayforlife.org/getinvolved  to finish the fight!  

 

Enhance Fitness Classes Continue all Summer at TLC!  

Just because summer is upon us, donôt drop your fitness routine.  These fun classes continue every Monday -
Wednesday -Friday, 1 -2 p.m. in Stolee Hall . They are led by Laurie Porter, a certified leader.  So grab your 
sneakers, put on some comfy clothes, fill your water bottle, and join us!   

http://www.relayforlife.org/getinvolved
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Day Camp Planning Meeting  

June 7th at noon  

In Activities Room  

Day Camp and Vacation Bible School July 6 -9 (M -TH)  
 

Theme:  What Matters Most  

Through the experiences of the Old Testament friends and the words of Jesus, campers of all 

ages will discover What Matters Most  in our lives. As we journey along with Abraham, Jonah, 

Ruth, Israel and Jeremiah, their stories will encourage us to live boldly, remembering God's 

truth and promises every day.  The lessons we learn from their lives point to what Jesus said 

was The Greatest Commandment:  to love God and love others. Join us this summer for a 

grand adventure that will encourage and challenge us to live out What Matters Most.   

 

As you know, Vacation Bible School and Day Camp is the single largest event of the year for Chil-

drenõs Ministry, and itõs also the single greatest outreach for Trinity Lutheran Church.  It might just 

be the most important thing we do in Childrenõs Ministry, from a perspective of reaching our community, 

as well as building on the relationships we have with our own young members, and the relationships 

they have  with God.  

 

To do all of this well, it takes a lot  of people. Next Planning Meeting for VBS is June 7th  after the 

service, in the Activities Room.  Please plan to attend if you have a child coming, or if youõd like to help 

out some way. If you've already attended one of the two meetings before this one, you need to only con-

firm your background check form was submitted. Thank you!  

Childrenõs News 
By Kellie Gordon  

Children@trinityvancouver.org  

360-695-1221 Ext# 13 

Please consider being part of the Day Camp Program: whether youõre painting a backdrop, preparing a 

nutritious snack, or sharing a Bible story, you are making a difference in the faith experience of a child ð 

more likely, many children.  

If you see something interesting on the volunteer list, but are unsure of the commitment, think of shar-

ing the job, or ask me what it truly entails.  Chances are, itõs not as big as you might think. Thank you 

for your consideration of helping out with VBS -Day Camp.  
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We will be updating this list in the next Tidings, as well as on the website as volunteers come up:  

Volunteer Needs (1 person, unless noted otherwise)  

____ Registration during VBS --  4 people  

____ Registration before VBS (before and after services)   3-5 people  

____ Craft Coordinator (preschool/K)* 1-2 people  

____ Craft Coordinator (grade school )  1-2 people  

____ Craft Leader (pre/K)* 2 people  
 

Sue Pechacek and Dianne King --  Lunch Program Manager �² 1-2 people  

____  Snack Coordinators/Preparers/Servers (Be a part of the Meal Ministry team!!)  

_____ Recreation leader  --  

_____ Recreation helper  --  

_____ Teacher for preschool 

_____ Teacher for kindergarten  

_____ Bible story teller �²  

_____ Music leaders (pre and K)  --  

____  Group Leader (helper of Lutherwood staff)   X  4 people  
 

* Pre -school/Kindergarten VBS = 9 -12 noon each day. 

Lutherwood Day Camp = 9 -3 pm  M -Th   (NO VBS or Day Camp on Friday)  

Jobs that can be done without  coming to VBS:  
 

____  Publicity Coordinator  

____  Decorating Coordinator /Director  

____  Decorating Team 

_____ Set up Crew 

_____ Take Down Crew 

_____Craft material preparation  

_____Craft material procurement  

_____Name tag creation 

_____Snack help: Bring snacks or buy ingredients  

____  Registration  before VBS (in Narthex before/after services)  

Childrenõs News 
By Kellie Gordon  

Children@trinityvancouver.org  

360-695-1221 Ext# 13 


