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                                             AGENDA 

REGULAR IRONWOOD CITY COMMISSION MEETING 

MONDAY, MAY 14, 2018 

Zoning Board of Appeals – 5:25 P.M. 

Regular Meeting - 5:30 P.M. 

LOCATION:  COMMISSION CHAMBER MEMORIAL BUILDING  

 

5:25 P.M. 

 

1.  Call Zoning Board of Appeals to Order.  

 

2.  Recording of the Roll.  

 

3.  Open public hearing.  

 

4.  Public Hearing: The purpose of the hearing is to hear comment on a variance to Section 

     34-53(2)(a) for a new garage at 101 W. Birch Street Ironwood, MI, 49938. 

  

5.  Close Public Hearing.  

  

6.  Consider Action on the Variance Request. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5:30 P.M. 

A.  Regular Meeting Called to Order. 

      Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

B.  Recording of the Roll. 

 

C.  Approval of the Consent Agenda.* 

 

All items with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will 

be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of those items unless a 

Commission member or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from 

the General Order of Business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

 

*1)  Approval of Minutes –  Regular City Commission Meeting of April 23rd.     

 

*2)  Review and Place on File: 

       a.  Parks & Recreational Committee Meeting Minutes of April 4th. 

  b.  Ironwood Housing Meeting Minutes of May 8th. 



 

 

D.  Approval of the Agenda 

 

E.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda.  (Three     

      Minute Limit).  

 

F.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items not on the Agenda (Three Minute        

      Limit) 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

G. Discuss and Consider awarding the lowest demolition bid for the “Hardest Hit” Blight Grant   

     to Snow Country Contracting for 937 Washington Street in the amount of $15,316.00.        

 

H. Discuss and Consider awarding the lowest demolition bid for the “Hardest Hit” Blight Grant   

     to Snow Country Contracting for 122 W. Tamarack Street in the amount of $13,559.00.                

 

I.  Discuss and Consider awarding the lowest demolition bid for the “Hardest Hit” Blight Grant   

     to Snow Country Contracting for 447 E. Pine Street in the amount of $18,811.00.  

         

NEW BUSINESS 

 

J.  Discuss and consider approval of payment to Ruotsala Construction LLC in the amount of  

     $6,047.85 for repairs to the existing 16” watermain.    

 

K.  Discuss and consider approving Resolution #018-006 a resolution authorizing and approving  

      the Pilot Drinking Water Community Water Supply Grant Agreement. 

 

L.  Discuss and consider Engineering Service Agreement with Coleman Engineering for MDEQ  

      Pilot Drinking Water Community Water Supply Grant project. 

 

M.  Discuss and Consider adopting Resolution #018-007 scheduling a Public Hearing of   

       Monday, May 29, 2018 at 5:25 P.M. to hear comment on a blight violation at 301 Kennedy  

       Street (52-24-314-010).  

 

N.  Discuss and Consider authorizing advertisement to bid for rehabilitation and repair to Well  

      #101. 

 

O.  Discuss and Consider quote from Energenics to upgrade water pump station computerized  

      SCADA system in the amount of $8,868.00. 

 

P.  Discuss and consider approving up to $34,000 for County-wide ambulance services,  

     contingent upon 1) Financial review, and 2) Participation of Gogebic County and all  

     applicable local governments within Gogebic County.  

 

Q.  Manager’s Report. 

 

R.  Other Matters. 

 

 

S.  Consider Closed Session to consult with city attorney regarding information and records   

      subject to attorney-client privilege pursuant to MCL 15.268(h) and MCL 15.243(1)(g).  



  

T.   Return to Open Session  

  

U.   Discuss and Consider action on Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Appeal. 

  

V.  Adjournment.  
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To:  Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
From:  Tom Bergman, Community Development Director 
 
Date:   May 4, 2018    Meeting Date: May 14, 2018    
 
Re:  2018-001 Variance request for 101 W. Birch Street 
 

 
Request 
Before the Board is a request to erect a 26’ x 34’ or 884 sq ft garage at 101 W. Birch St.  The 
property is Zoned R-1 Single Family Residential District.  There is one variance that would be 
required in order to grant this request; all other regulations have been met.  It is explained below. 
 
Variance:  Section 34-53(2)(a) of the Zoning Ordinance states: For lots of ten thousand (10,000) 
square feet in area or less, the accessory building shall not exceed twenty-six (26) feet by twenty-
six (26) feet or six hundred seventy-six (676) square feet. The building size request is for an 884 
sq ft garage.  Therefore, a variance of 208 additional sq ft would be required to build the garage.  
This new garage will replace the existing 16’ x 24’ garage. 
 
Per Section 34-285(6)(b)  A non-use variance, which applies to the variance request listed, may 
be allowed by the ZBA only in cases where there is reasonable evidence of practical difficulty in 
the official record of the hearing and that all of the following conditions are met: 
 
i. Extraordinary circumstances. There are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or 
conditions applying to the property in question that do not apply generally to other properties 
in the same zoning district. Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions include: 
 

1. Exceptional narrowness, shallowness or shape of a specific property on the effective date 
of the ordinance from which this chapter is derived. 
2. By reason of exceptional topographic conditions or other extraordinary situation on the 
land, building or structure. 
3. By reason of the use or development of the property immediately adjoining the property 
in question; whereby the literal enforcement of the requirements of this chapter would 
involve practical difficulties. 
4. Any other physical situation on the land, building or structure deemed by the ZBA to be 
extraordinary. 



 
ii. Practical difficulty/substantial justice. Compliance with the strict letter of the restrictions 
governing area, setbacks, frontage, height, bulk, density, or other dimensional provisions would 
unreasonably prevent the use of the property. Granting of a requested variance or appeal 
would do substantial justice to the applicant as well as to other property owners in the district 
and such variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property 
right similar to that possessed by other properties in the same zoning district and in the vicinity. 
The possibility of increased financial return shall not of itself be deemed sufficient to warrant a 
variance. 
 
iii. Impact on surrounding neighborhood. The variance will not be significantly detrimental to 
adjacent property and the surrounding neighborhood or interfere with or discourage the 
appropriate development, continued use, or value of adjacent properties and the surrounding 
neighborhood. 
 
iv. Public safety and welfare. The granting of the variance will not impair an adequate supply of 
light and air to adjacent property or unreasonably increase the congestion in public streets, or 
increase the danger of fire or endanger the public safety, comfort, morals or welfare of the 
inhabitants of the city. 
 
v. Not self created. The immediate practical difficulty causing the need for the variance request 
was not self-created by the applicant. 
 
Per Section 34-287 The ZBA may impose, in writing, specific conditions with an affirmative 
decision pursuant to Public Act No. 110 of 2006 (MCL 125.3101 et seq.) 
 
Per Section 34-286(1) A majority of the entire membership of the ZBA (3 members) is required 
in order to decide in favor of the applicant.  
 
Recommendation 
 
The lot in question is very small and narrow as many of the lots in the surrounding neighborhood 
are.  This makes it difficult to have adequate storage for many of the necessities of our modern 
lives.  The ordinance creates the restrictions on dimensional requirements in order to maintain 
the integrity of the neighborhood and to treat all property owners the same.  Staff does not 
believe that the current scenario is an extraordinary circumstance as all the property owners in 
the area are under the same restriction. 
 
The requested size for the new garage is slightly bigger than many of the garages in the 
neighborhood.  Granting of the variance would be close to the building pattern of the area, but 
still larger than most of the garages surrounding it.  Therefore, the application does not meet the 
substantial justice parameter.  The Board may consider granting the variance because the size is 
so close to other buildings. 
 
It is unlikely that the proposed project will have any negative impact on the surrounding 
neighborhood.  It may have a positive impact, as the applicant would be able to store more things 
indoors rather than in the side yard. 
 
The question of self created hardship is somewhat subjective.  The Board should consider needs 
vs wants and if there are other viable alternatives to increasing garage size.  



 
The recommendation of staff would be to deny the variance request as it does not meet the 
parameters of granting a variance.  The Board may consider granting the variance because it is 
so close to the required size. 
 
A recommendation by city staff is only a recommendation.  The decision solely rests on the Zoning 
Board of Appeals.  There may be additional information or testimony during the hearing that will 
influence the decision. 
                                                                                    
 
Motion: To Grant/Deny variance a to Section 34-53(2)(a) of the Zoning Ordinance to allow an 
884 sq. ft. garage at 101 W. Birch Street. 
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April 23, 2018, Page 272 
 

Proceedings of the Ironwood City Commission 

 

A regular meeting of the Ironwood City Commission was held on April 23, 2018 at  

5:30 P.M. along with a public hearing at 5:25 P.M in the City Commission Chambers, Second 

Floor of the Municipal Memorial Building in the City of Ironwood.  

   

1.  Mayor Pro Tem Mildren called the public hearing to order at 5:25 P.M.   

2.  Recording of the Roll.              

      PRESENT:  Commissioner Cayer, Corcoran, and Mayor Pro Tem Mildren.  

  ABSENT:  Commissioner Semo (excused) and Mayor Burchell (excused). 

 

3.  Public Hearing: To hear comment on Ordinance No. 516, Book 5, an ordinance to amend               

    Chapter 9-Cemeteries, Section 32 Marker for One-Space Lots – Maximum Size by      

    replacing diagram with the corrected diagram for Marker for One-Space Lots – Maximum      

    Size and scheduling it for a public hearing on Monday, April 23, 2018 at 5:25 P.M.  

  

City Clerk Karen Gullan informed the City Commission the Ordinance before them was a 

correction to the diagram to represent the current rules and regulations of the Riverside 

Cemetery.  No other comments were received.  

 

4.  Mayor Pro Tem Mildren closed the public hearing at 5:27 P.M. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

A.  Mayor Pro Tem Mildren called the regular meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. 

       

B.  Recording of the Roll. 

 

      PRESENT:  Commissioner Cayer, Corcoran, and Mayor Pro Tem Mildren.  

  ABSENT:  Commissioner Semo (excused) and Mayor Burchell (excused). 

 

C.  Approval of the Consent Agenda.* 

*1)  Approval of Minutes –  Regular City Commission Meeting of April 9th.    

*2)  Review and Place on File: 

       a.  Ironwood Housing Commission Meeting Minutes of April 10th.     

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve the consent agenda as presented.  

Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  

 

D.  Approval of the Agenda 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer and carried to approve the amended agenda 

adding H1. Consider adopting Ordinance No. 516, Book 5, an ordinance to amend Chapter 9-

Cemeteries, Section 32 Marker for One-Space Lots-Maximum Size by replacing diagram with 

the corrected diagram for Marker for One-Space Lots-Maximum Size, along with addressing  

items *R-U before item I. 
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E.  Review and Place on File: 

     1.  Revenue & Expenditure Report. 

     2.  Cash Summary Report.  

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer and carried to receive and place on file the 

Revenue & Expenditures Report for the month ending March 31, 2018 and the Cash Summary 

Report dated March 31, 2018.   

 

F.  Approval of Monthly Check Register Report. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve the Monthly Check Register 

Report for the month of March 31, 2018.  Unanimously passed by roll call vote. 

 

G.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda.  (Three     

      Minute Limit).  

 

Bill Martel, of 420 W. Francis Street expressed his concerns with item T. 

 

H.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items not on the Agenda (Three Minute        

      Limit) 

 

Steve Frank, of 212 E. Oak Street, expressed his dismay with the rotting garbage behind the 

Karate Institute.  Mr. Frank took pictures of it over the weekend and presented the pictures to the 

City Commission. 

 

City Manager Erickson explained he will have City Staff follow up on this matter.  

 

Paul Grbavcich, of 1221 Leonard Street also expressed his dismay with the downtown area and 

felt the City of Ironwood was more worried about trails.  Further comments were received. 

 

H1.  Consider adopting Ordinance No. 516, Book 5, an ordinance to amend Chapter 9-  

        Cemeteries, Section 32 Marker for One-Space Lots – Maximum Size by replacing diagram  

        with the corrected diagram for Marker for One-Space Lots-Maximum Size. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to adopt Ordinance No. 516, Book 5, an 

ordinance to amend Chapter 9-Cemeteries, Section 32 Marker for One-Space Lots-Maximum 

Size by replacing diagram with the corrected diagram for marker for One-Space Lots-Maximum 

Size.  Unanimously passed by roll call vote. 

  

I.  Consider approval of Rural Development Pay Package in the amount of $46,542.34 for the  

     City of Ironwood – Phase 4 Utility Project Water Portion and authorize Mayor Pro Tem to  

     sign all applicable documents. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve the Rural Development Pay 

Package in the amount of $46,542.34 for the City of Ironwood – Phase 4 Utility Project Water 
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Portion and authorize Mayor Pro Tem to sign all applicable documents.  Unanimously passed by 

roll call vote.  

  

J.  Consider approval of Rural Development Pay Package in the amount of $2,586.00 for the 

      City of Ironwood – Phase 4 Utility Project Sewer Portion and authorize Mayor Pro Tem to  

      sign all applicable documents. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve the Rural Development Pay 

Package in the amount of $2,586.00 for the City of Ironwood – Phase 4 Utility Project Sewer 

Portion and authorize Mayor Pro Tem to sign all applicable documents.  Unanimously passed by 

roll call vote. 

 

K.  Discuss and consider approving letter of agreement between the City of Ironwood and City  

      of Ironwood Employees’ Local 1538, Michigan Council 25 AFSCME, AFL-CIO 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve the letter of agreement between 

the City of Ironwood and City of Ironwood Employees’ Local 1538, Michigan Council 25 

AFSCME, AFL-CIO and authorize Mayor Pro Tem to sign all applicable documents.  

Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  

 

L.  Discuss and consider approving MERS Health Care Savings Program Participation  

      Agreement, creating a new division for AFSCME Union employees hired after March 1,  

      2004.  

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve MERS Health Care Savings 

Program Participation Agreement, creating a new division for AFSCME Union employees hired 

after March 1, 2004 and authorize Mayor Pro Tem to sign all applicable documents. 

Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  

 

M.  Discuss and consider approving MERS Health Care Savings Program Participation  

      Agreement, amending the current division for non-union employees hired after October 31,  

      2009. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve the MERS Health Care Savings 

Program Participation Agreement, amending the current division for non-union employees hired 

after October 31, 2009 and authorize Mayor Pro Tem to sign all applicable documents. 

Unanimously passed by roll call vote. 

 

N.  Discuss and consider approving MERS Health Care Savings Program Participation  

      Agreement, amending the current division for the City Manager.  

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve the MERS Health Care Savings 

Program Participation Agreement, amending the current division for the City Manager and 

authorize Mayor Pro Tem to sign all applicable documents.  Unanimously passed by roll call 

vote.  
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O.  Discuss and consider approving Resolution #018-002 Participation in Michigan Class  

     Investment Pool.  

     

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve Resolution #018-002 

Participation in Michigan Class Investment Pool.  Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  

 

P.  Discuss and consider requesting bid for the exterior metal wall repairs for the Department of  

     Public Works (DPW) Building. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer and carried to request bids for the exterior 

metal wall repairs for the Department of Public Works (DPW) Building.  

 

Q.  Discuss and consider declaring the cemetery hearse vehicle as surplus property for a  

      minimum bid of $1,000. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer and carried to declare the cemetery hearse 

vehicle as surplus property for a minimum bid of $1,000. 

 

*R.  Discuss and consider request from GogebicRange.net to install antennas for wireless service  

        on the top of Mt. Zion. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve the agreement with 

GogebicRange.net to install antennas for wireless service on the top of Mt. Zion.  Unanimously 

passed by roll call vote. 

 

*S.  Discuss and consider authorizing a contract in the amount of $29,704.00 with CIB Planning  

       and SmithGroupJJR for planning services for the City Zoning Ordinance update and   

       authorize Mayor Pro Tem and City Clerk to execute the contract. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to authorizing a contract in the amount of 

$29,704.00 with CIB Planning and SmithGroupJJR for planning services for the City Zoning 

Ordinance update and authorize Mayor Pro Tem and City Clerk to execute the contract.  

Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  Unanimously passed by roll call vote. 

 

*T.  Discuss and Consider awarding the lowest bid for the 2018/2019 Local Street Paving Project  

       to Northwoods Paving in the amount of $422,190.50. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to award the lowest bid for the2018/2019 

Local Street Paving Project to Northwoods Paving in the amount of $422,190.50.  Unanimously 

passed by roll call vote. 

 

*U.  Discuss and Consider awarding the lowest bid for the 2018 Street Crack Sealing Project to  

        JCS, Inc. in the amount of $93,290.00.    
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Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to award the lowest bid for the 2018 Street 

Crack Sealing Project to JCS, Inc. in the amount of $93,290.00.   Unanimously passed by roll 

call vote.  

 

V.  City Manager’s Appointments. 

 

City Manager appointed Tom Schneller, Tony Mukavitz, Paul Buchko, Charles Gotta, and Todd 

Ashby to the Construction Board of Appeals for a 4-year term (term expiring December 2022). 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve the City Manger’s appointment 

of Tom Schneller, Tony Mukavitz, Paul Buchko, Charles Gotta, and Todd Ashby to the 

Construction Board of Appeals for 4-year terms (terms expiring December 2022). 

 

W.  Manager’s Report. 

 

City Manager Scott B. Erickson verbally gave the manager’s report noting the following items: 

*Finally with the recent spring weather the crews and street sweeper will be out in full force. 

*Spring clean-up day will be Saturday, May 5, 2018 from 8 am – 11 am. 

*The clean-up of the two downtown buildings is continuing to move forward. 

*The May “First Friday’s” Downtown event (May the 4th Be with You) will feature a Star Wars  

  Themed event. 

*Construction of the Community Mental Health home along Ayer Street (across from the high  

  school baseball field) has broken ground today. 

*The City has received notice that it will be the recipient of a $469,000.00 MI Dept. of  

  Environmental Quality Drinking Water Revolving Fund Pilot Program grant. 

 

X.  Other Matters. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Mildren pointed out all the great volunteers and volunteer organizations the City 

of Ironwood has.  He also commended the City employees and how they are led by a great City 

Manager.  Mayor Pro Tem thanked everyone for a great job. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Mildren also noted citizens should be constructive in their comments and 

appreciated the 45 highly trained employees at Coleman Engineering. 

 

Y.  Adjournment.  

 

Motion was made by Cayer, seconded by Corcoran and carried to adjourn the meeting at  

6:19 p.m. 

 

    

 

      Jim Mildren, Mayor Pro Tem  

 

 

Karen M. Gullan, City Clerk 
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Proceedings of the Parks and Recreation Committee 
Monday, April 4, 2018, 5:00 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Committee was held on Monday, April 4, 2018 at 4:55 P.M. in the 
Women's Club Room, Second Floor, Memorial Building, Ironwood, Michigan. 

1. Call to Order: 

Chair Anderson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

2. Recording of the Roll: 

MEMBER PRESENT EXCUSED NOT 
YES NO EXCUSED 

Paul Anderson - Chair X 
Sam Davey X 
Tom Kangas - Vice Chair X 
Kim Corcoran, ex-officio, X 
non-voting 
Marion True X 

Linda Jindrich X 
Paul Kostelnik X 
John Brottlund X 

6 2 

Also present, Community Development Assistant, Tim Erickson. 

3. Approval of the March 5, 2018 Meeting Minutes: 

Motion by Davey to approve the March 5, 2018 Meeting Minutes. Second by Kostelnik. Motion 
carried 6 to O. 

4. Approval of the Agenda: 

Motion by Davey to approve the amended agenda. Second by Kostelnik. Motion carried 6 to O. 

5. Citizens wishing to address the Committee on Items on the agenda (Three-Minute Limit): None. 

Parks and Recreation Committee Minutes 
April 4, 2018 
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5:00P.M. 



6. Citizens wishing to address the Committee on items not on the Agenda (Three-minute limit): None. 

7. Items for discussion and consideration: 

A. Comprehensive/Park and Recreation Plan Implementation Status of Priority Action Items: 

I. Strategy 4.5 Define and Construct Priority Trail Improvements (Regional Trail to Miners 
and Beltline) - All Members. 

a. Update on grant application for Beltline 
i. Bergman stated that the City is under the recommendation phase and 

will know in May. 

b. Update on Neighborhood Enhancement Grant (Trail Connections) 
i. Director Bergman said that City Manager Scott Erickson spoke with 

MSHDA about the grant where they were optimistic about the project. 

c. Recommend applying for DNR Trust Fund Grant for Mountain Bike Trail 
Development in Miners Memorial Heritage Park: 

i. Director Bergman stated that he turned in the application on Friday. 
The Committee talked about obtaining easements for the trails on the 
City property. Director Bergman discussed the City's liability insurance 
coverage. 

II. Strategy 5.4(a) Strengthen and Implement the Master Plan for Miners Memorial 
Heritage Park and Dog Park (MMHP) - Kostelnik. 

a. Kostelnik stated that they are about $300 under budget and that they are on 
track with a May soft opening and June Grand Opening. Kostelnik discussed 
the need for sod and the Committee discussed the best way to water new sod. 
Kostelnik stated that Art in the Park was approved by the board and that they 
are moving forward with the event into the summer. 

III. Park Action Plan. 
a. Playground North of US Hwy 2 - Anderson, Davey, True. 

i. Director Bergman stated that they reapplied to the DNR for the 
location. He stated that not much was changed on the application 
from the previous year. The Committee discussed a new location for a 
park North of US 2. 

8. Other Business: Davey asked about the proposed tower on Mt. Zion. Director Bergman said that the 
proposal will come to the City Commission soon. They also said that a web cam should be placed on the 
tower. Anderson brought up the need for new cable on the observation deck on Mt. Zion. 

9. Next Meeting: May 7, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 

10. Adjournment: Motion by Davey to adjourn the meeting. Second by True. Motion Carried 6 to O. 
Adjournment at 5:31 p.m. 
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City of Ironwood 

Memo 

To: Mayor Annette Burchell and the City Commission 
 

From: Dennis Hewitt, Building Inspector 

Date: May 10, 2018 

Re: Demolition bids 

The City of Ironwood received bids for the demolition of three (3) houses.  We only had one 

bidder, Snow Country Contracting for each project. The Bid Tabulation Sheet is attached.  We 

are recommending awarding all three (3) bids.  The project costs for 937 Washington Street and 

447 E. Pine Street will be primarily funded by the Hardest Hit Grant, with a small amount coming 

from the General Fund unassigned fund balance. The project cost for 122 W. Tamarack Street 

will be fully paid using General Fund unassigned fund balance.   
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MEMO 

 

 
TO:  Ironwood City Commission 

 

FROM: Bob Richards, DPW Supervisor 

 

RE:  Ruotsala Construction Payment for Repairs to 16’’ Watermain 

 

 

 

 

The City of Ironwood is requesting authorization from the City Commission for the repairs of an 

existing 16’’ watermain in the amount of $6,047.85 to Ruotsala Construction, LLC.  During the 

installation of the new 16’’ Transmission Line of Phase 4, Ruotsala Construction discovered a 

leak on our existing 16’’ watermain.  Due to the location, depth and area of the leak, it was 

imperative to hire Ruotsala Construction.  They were on site with the proper equipment to 

execute immediate repair.  Funds for repair will come from the Water Fund. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 







Resolution #018-006 
 

City  of Ironwood 
County of Gogebic 

 
Resolution Authorizing the Pilot Drinking Water Community Water Supply Grant Agreement 

At a regular meeting of the City Commission of the City of Ironwood, County of Gogebic, State of 

Michigan, (the “Municipality”) held on May May 14, 2018. 

 

PRESENT:

 Commissioner:__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT: 

 Commissioner:__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Commissioner _______________ offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution, seconded 

by Commissioner _______________. 

WHEREAS, a pilot drinking water community water supply grant program was established with the 

passing of the supplemental budget of the Department of Environmental Quality (“DEQ”); and 

WHEREAS, the pilot drinking water community water supply grant program, administered by the DEQ, 

provides assistance to municipalities for updating distribution system material inventories and asset 

management plans to identify lead service lines and galvanized steel service lines, and replacing lead 

service lines and galvanized steel service lines; and 

WHEREAS, the Municipality does hereby determine it necessary to (select one or more)  update 

inventory of distribution system material inventory,  update or improve an asset management plan to 

identify lead service lines and galvanized steel service lines, and  replace lead service lines and 

galvanized steel service lines; and 

WHEREAS, it is the determination of the Municipality that, at this time, a grant in the aggregate principal 

amount not to exceed one million dollars (“Grant”) be requested from the DEQ to pay for the above-

mentioned undertaking(s); and 

WHEREAS, the Municipality shall obtain this Grant by entering into a grant agreement (“Grant 

Agreement”) with the DEQ. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

1.  City Manager, a position currently held by Scott Erickson, is designated as the Authorized      

Representative for purposes of the Grant Agreement. 



2. The Authorized Representative is authorized to execute the Grant Agreement between the 

Municipality and the DEQ (upon review by the City Attorney) and is also authorized and directed to 

execute the Grant Agreement with such revisions as are agreed to by the Authorized Representative and 

City Attorney. 

3. The Authorized Representative is hereby authorized to take any actions necessary to comply with the 

requirements of the DEQ in connection with the issuance of the Grant, including executing and 

delivering such other contracts, certificates, documents, instruments, applications and other papers as 

may be required by the DEQ or as may be otherwise necessary to affect the approval and delivery of the 

Grant. 

4. The Municipality acknowledges that the Grant Agreement is a contract between the Municipality and 

the DEQ. 

5. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of this resolution 

are rescinded. 

YEAS: Commissioners: 

NAYS: Commissioners: 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED  
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the City 
Commission of the City of Ironwood, County of Gogebic, at its regular meeting on May 14, 2018 and said 
meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance 
with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said 
meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required by said Act.  
 
 

_________________________________________ 
Karen M. Gullan, City Clerk  
City of Ironwood, County of Gogebic 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 26, 2018 
 
 
Mr. Scott Erickson, City Manager 
City of Ironwood 
213 S. Marquette Street 
Ironwood, MI 49938 
 
Re: MDEQ Drinking Water Infrastructure Grant 
 Professional Services Proposal 
 
 
Dear Mr. Erickson: 
 
Coleman Engineering Company (CEC) appreciates the opportunity to submit this proposal for 
professional engineering services on the upcoming Drinking Water Community Water Supply 
Grant that Ironwood is receiving for water system asset management and lead service line 
replacement.   
 
CEC had the pleasure of working with you and your staff in the preparation of this grant application 
to the MDEQ. With your guidance and oversight, CEC took the lead on writing the grant 
application, preparing cost estimates and putting together the cost proposal for MDEQ 
consideration. The MDEQ stated that the Ironwood application was, by far, the best application of 
all eighteen submittals throughout the state. CEC and the City should take pride in this compliment 
from the MDEQ.   
 
Project Scope 
 
The spreadsheet in Attachment 1 breaks out all of the different scope items that need to be 
completed, as well as the fee associated with each task.   
 
In summary,  

• The City of Ironwood will be bidding out and managing the construction project for 
replacing lead service lines.  

• The City of Ironwood will be hiring summer help to go throughout the City to locate and 
survey water service shutoff valve locations.  
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• CEC will be performing the remainder of the Asset Management information gathering, 
GIS system creation and Asset Management Plan report preparation. Again, all of these 
scope items are broken down on the attached spreadsheet summary.    

 
Project Timeline 
 
This project has an extensive scope to perform in twelve months. CEC is staffed and ready to begin 
work immediately in order to meet this deadline of May 31, 2019. The MDEQ has informed us of 
the following schedule:   
 

1. Letters of grant approval will be going out by April 30, 2018.   
2. MDEQ provided the City with a draft resolution that will need to be executed by May 21, 

2018. 
3. Grant agreements will need to be executed by end of May 2018, with the MDEQ only 

providing a 4-day turnaround time on signing the grant agreements. 
4. Grant eligible period is February 2018 through May 31, 2019. The City may start at any 

time; however, disbursement requests will not be able to be sent in until June 2018.   
 
Fees 
 
CEC proposes to provide the stated professional engineering services for an estimated fee, not-to-
exceed $211,897.00. CEC is aware that award of this project is contingent upon the City of 
Ironwood signing a grant agreement with the MDEQ. Upon execution of this contract, CEC 
understands that we may begin performing services at our own risk and will not officially be 
released to perform services until the City of Ironwood signs the Grant Agreement in late May of 
2018. At that time, the City will provide CEC an official Notice to Proceed. As per the MDEQ, 
activities performed back to February of 2018 are grant eligible and may be put on the first 
disbursement request. Therefore, CEC will be able to bill for services performed after this contract 
is signed once the grant agreement is signed by the City in late May of 2018.     
 
If you accept this proposal, please endorse both copies of the attached Work Order and return one 
copy to our office. You may retain one copy for your records. Once again, we would like to thank 
the City of Ironwood for this opportunity. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
COLEMAN ENGINEERING COMPANY 

 
Paul C. Anderson, P.E. 
Project Manager 
 
PCA/map 



Project:  Ironwood Water Asset Management

Attachment 1
City Fee   CEC Fee 

1) Update Distribution System Material Inventory

1.1) Water Main Inventory

Compile Existing Information from all projects: Coleman Engineering has as 

built information from numerous projects over the past 10 years which 

have replaced approximately 40% of the City of Ironwood water system.   2,880$          

Verification Survey:  Coleman has many of the hydrants and valves 

throught town surveyed in, but needs to go through the entire town to 

verify what structures have been missed.   16,416$        

Inventory Survey of hydrant condition, age, picture.  Go through every 

hydrant in town to photograph and assess age and condition.   11,004$        

1.2) City Services for Inventory

Legal Fees 3,000$      

Pothole services with Backhoe to determine service material to verify 

assumptions.   6,000$       

Locate water service shutoff valves with locator and old records, then 

shoot with submeter GPS.  1,400 homes already exist in asbuilts in CEC 

records.  City to locate 2,100 homes @ 30 min each.  10,500$    

GPS submeter unit connect to phone  : used for surveying in water service 

shutoffs once they located. 6,000$       

Coordinate with homeowners for access and perform access in home to 

verify service material type for the homes that will have construction 

performed on the service lines: 200 homes @ 2hours each 8,000$       

Coordinate construction easement with homeowners.  120 @ 2 hours 

each.   9,600$       

1.3) Water Services  Inventory

Post process GPS information from 2100 homes worth of surveyed service 

locations from the City 6,492$          

43,100$     36,792$        1) Subtotal 



2) Update / Improve Asset Management Program

2.1) Water Main Mapping and GIS System 

Import Surveyed Data in GIS 2,680$          

Draw in Pipe Network 7,210$          

Name all Structures 2,654$          

Name all Pipes 2,680$          

Attach Attributes to Structures (attach hydrant and valve info to structures 

in GIS: 3000 structures @ 4 mins each = 200 hours)  15,032$        

Attach Attributes to Pipes 4,428$          

Preliminary Maps for Field Use 536$             

Trouble‐Shoot Problem Areas 3,015$          

Export Final Asset Spreadsheet 670$             

Upload to mPower 1,608$          

Assign Information to mains, hydrants and valves: age, material type, as 

builts 9,456$          

2.2) Water Services Mapping and GIS System

Import Water Shut Off Data 4,312$          

Draw in Service Lines (3,500 homes @3 mins each) 13,357$        

Bring in existing service tie cards from City and CEC system into GIS 15,632$        

Name Shut Offs 3,860$          

Name Service Lines 4,982$          

Attach Attributes to Water Shutoff Valve: bring in parcels from City of 

Ironwood GIS system, attached service lines to address 8,040$          

Attach Attributes to Service Lines (3,500 homes @3 mins each) 13,357$        

Trouble‐Shoot Problem Areas 4,312$          

Assign Information to mains, hydrants and valves: age, material type, as 

builts 10,272$        

2.3) Asset Management Plan Report

Introduction and background information 780$             

Inventory: Assets 636$             

Inventory: Location 636$             

Inventory: Condition 1,644$          

Inventory: Remaining Useful Life 636$             

Inventory: Replacement Cost 2,508$          

Water Model to assess Criticality 3,084$          

Level of Service 2,508$          

Business Risk 2,508$          

Water Loss Discussion (no field work) 780$             

Capital Improvement Projects and Plan 6,360$          



O&M Discussion 1,068$          

Revenue & Rate Discussion 2,136$          

Conclusion 840$             

Executive Summary 696$             

Creation of Maps 5,560$          

Compilation of Final Report 9,632$          

‐$            170,105$     

3) Lead Service Line Construction

3.1)  Consultant Services

Construction Coordination and Testing of fill, base and asphalt 5,000$          

3.2)  City's Contractor Construction Costs

Replace Water Service Line (see attached detailed estimate) 200,000$ 

Permit(s) from State Plumbing Inspector 5,000$      

205,000$   5,000$          

City Fee CEC Fee

248,100$  211,897$     Total 

3) Subtotal 

2) Subtotal 



Last Revised 01/20/11 

AGREEMENT NO.    07044 
PROJECT NO.           
WORK ORDER NO.      01 

EXHIBIT "A" 
WORK ORDER 

COLEMAN ENGINEERING COMPANY and its directors, officers, shareholders, employees, agents, affiliates, 
independent professional associates, consultants and subcontractors, as the case may be, (collectively, 
"COLEMAN") agree to perform for CLIENT, on this specific Project, the Services described below. The 
services shall be performed subject to and upon the terms and conditions set forth in the Professional 
Services Agreement (the "Agreement") dated February 16, 2007, by and between COLEMAN and CLIENT, 
which Agreement is hereby amended to incorporate this Work Order. 

It is agreed that this Agreement, and such other documents required by it during the term of this Agreement, 
may be approved by a signed copy transmitted by fax or .pdf copy containing all signatures in lieu of the 
original signed copy, and that a copy transmitted by fax or .pdf shall be legally binding upon the parties to 
said Agreement(s).” 

PROJECT: City of Ironwood 
MDEQ Drinking Water Infrastructure Grant 
Professional Services 

SERVICES: As described in our proposal letter dated April 26, 2018, a copy of which is attached and 
made part of this contract.  

FEES: Services will be invoiced on a time and materials not to exceed basis using the current 
standard fee schedule(s) for the scope of work and in accordance with the assumptions 
and conditions set forth in our proposal letter dated April 26, 2018, a copy of which is 
attached and made part of this contract. 

Please understand that because this is a time and materials-based project we will be 
invoicing all expenses associated with this project.  

SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

During completion of this work, Coleman Engineering Company will not accept responsibility for the safety 
of individuals other than Coleman Engineering Company employees. 

AUTHORIZATION 

This Work Order and the scope of services (the "Services") defined herein are approved and COLEMAN is 
hereby directed and authorized to proceed with the Services for the designated Project in accordance with 
the terms and conditions of the above-referenced Agreement. 

Requested By: Accepted By: 

CITY OF IRONWOOD COLEMAN ENGINEERING COMPANY 

By: Scott Erickson By: Paul C. Anderson, P.E. 

Title: City Manager Title: Project Manager 

Date: Date: April 26, 2018 



RESOLUTION #018-007 

A RESOLUTION DETERMINING THAT A  

HAZARD AND NUISANCE EXISTS 

 

At a Regular Meeting of the City Commission of the City of Ironwood, duly held on May 

14th 2018, in the Commission Chambers of the Municipal Memorial Building, Ironwood, 

Michigan, the following Resolution was offered by Commissioner ________, supported 

by Commissioner ______________. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Commission has investigated the conditions of the property 

located at 301 Kennedy Street (52-24-314-010) and an unlicensed vehicle on the property 

 WHEREAS, the proper notice and deadlines have been given to 

owner(s)/occupant(s) of property regarding the correction of the City Code violation(s) 

via letters send on August 23rd 2017 and September 21st 2017; and, May 4th 2018, 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Commission is duly authorized to determine that a code 

violation exists and order such properties to become compliant under direction of the City 

Manager and that any and all expenses of abatement may be assessed against the 

prospective property; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Commission of the City of 

Ironwood, that: 

 

1. That a public hazard or nuisance which is dangerous to the health, safety, or 

welfare of the inhabitants of the City of Ironwood or those residing or 

habitually going near such lot, building, or structure does exist at 301 

Kennedy Street (52-24-314-010) and, 

2. That said public hazard or nuisance is in violation of City Ordinance, Chapter 

17, Article IV, Sec 17-67(1); and,  

3. A Pubic Hearing will be held on May 29th 2018 at 5:25 P.M. at which time the 

owner may raise any objection t the proposed abatement. 

 

Roll call vote was taken:  Ayes:  ________ Nays ________. 

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN  ) 

                                            ) ss. 

COUNTY OF GOGEBIC) 

 

 I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution 

adopted by; the Ironwood City Commission, County of Gogebic, State of Michigan, at a 

regular meeting held on May 14th 2018 and that said meeting was conducted and public 

notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open 

Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Act of Michigan, 1967, and that the minutes of said 

meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required by said act. 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Karen M. Gullan, City Clerk 
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