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 AGENDA 

REGULAR IRONWOOD CITY COMMISSION MEETING 

MONDAY, JULY 9, 2018 

Regular Meeting - 5:30 P.M. 

LOCATION:  COMMISSION CHAMBER MEMORIAL BUILDING 

 

5:30 P.M. 

A.  Regular Meeting Called to Order. 

      Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

B.  Recording of the Roll. 

 

C.  Approval of the Consent Agenda.* 

 

All items with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will 

be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of those items unless a 

Commission member or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from 

the General Order of Business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

 

*1)  Approval of Minutes –  Regular City Commission Meeting Minutes of June 25th.     

 

*2)  Review and Place on File: 

       a.  Downtown Ironwood Development Authority Meeting Minutes of May 24th.   

                                  

D.  Approval of the Agenda 

 

E.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda.  (Three     

      Minute Limit).  

 

F.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items not on the Agenda (Three Minute        

      Limit) 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

G.  Discuss and consider approving Ambulance Services Agreement between Gogebic County &  

      City of Ironwood for Advanced Life Support Ambulance Services. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.  Discuss and consider approving agreement with Mr. Tom Winsce for the donation of nine (9) 

disc golf baskets to the City of Ironwood. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

I.  Discuss and consider approving Change Order 4 – City of Ironwood Phase IV Water & Sewer  

    Utilities Project. 

 

J.  Manager’s Report. 

 

K.  Other Matters. 

 

L.  Adjournment.  
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Proceedings of the Ironwood City Commission 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Ironwood City Commission was held on June 25, 2018 at  

5:30 P.M. in the City Commission Chambers, Second Floor of the Municipal Memorial Building 

in the City of Ironwood.  

 

A.  Mayor Burchell called the Regular Meeting to Order at 5:30 P.M. 

  

B.  Recording of the Roll. 

 

PRESENT:  Commissioner Cayer, Corcoran, Mildren, Semo, and Mayor Burchell.  

  ABSENT:  None. 

 

C.  Approval of the Consent Agenda.* 

 

*1)  Approval of Minutes –  Regular City Commission Meeting of  June 11th. 

 

*2)  Review and Place on File: 

       a.  Ironwood Housing Commission Meeting Minutes June 12, 2018.   

       b.  Ironwood Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of March 1, 2018.    

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Mildren to approve the consent agenda with the 

house keeping changes to the City Commission meeting minutes as mentioned.  Unanimously 

passed by roll call vote.  

    

D.  Approval of the Agenda 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Semo and carried to approve the agenda as 

amended removing “camp” from item N. 

 

E.  Review and Place on File: 

     1.  Revenue & Expenditure Report. 

     2.  Cash Summary Report.  

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Semo and carried to receive and place on file the 

Revenue & Expenditure Report for the month ending May 31, 2018 and the Cash Summary 

Report month ending May 31, 2018.   

 

F.  Approval of Monthly Check Register Report. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve the Monthly Check Register 

Report for the month ending May 31, 2018.  Unanimously passed by roll call vote. 

 

G.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda.  (Three     

      Minute Limit).  
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Gene Henning, of 148 E. Southland Avenue addressed the City Commission questioning if the 

home at 150 Southland Avenue would be demolished or sold on auction.  City Staff responded 

informing Mr. Henning that it is currently the County Land Banks property but before it goes for 

tax sale the City of Ironwood would demolish the house if they decide to fund the project 

through blight funds. 

 

Paul Grbavcich, of 1221 E. Leonard Street stated the City of Ironwood nor the Gogebic County 

Health Department helped him and he further urged the City to take down the home at 150 

Southland Avenue to help the residents.  Additional comments were received.  

 

H.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items not on the Agenda (Three Minute        

      Limit) 

 

Renee Warren, of 802 Sutherland Avenue addressed her concerns with the construction project 

on Sutherland Avenue and the contractor.  She also shared some photos of the damage and 

complained that Stevens Street was not getting paved as promised.  Further comments were 

received.   

 

Ms. Martine Mizwa, of 815 Sutherland Avenue complained about the drainage issue in her area 

because of a fire hydrant that was installed. 

 

Phillip Rynder, of 518 E. Cloverland Dr. also addressed the City Commission stating the 

construction guys do not care about the neighborhood and have been depositing empty bottles 

and cans in the construction area. 

 

Paul Grbavcich, of 1221 E. Leonard Street believed the engineering was inept on many City of 

Ironwood projects.   

 

Candice Pogliano, addressed the City Commission stating she feels people are misinformed and 

sees the positive improvements the City of Ironwood has done over the years.  She further noted 

the City is doing a great job. 

 

I.   AUDIENCE:  Tracie Wittla 

                             (RE:  Introduction – Tracie Wittla, candidate for Gogebic County Probate  

              Judge) 

 

Tracie Wittla, introduced herself to the Ironwood City Commission stating she is currently 

running for Gogebic County Probate Judge and has been with the prosecuting attorney’s office 

for the past 19 ½ years.  Additional comments were received. 

 

OLD BUSNESS 

 

J.   Discuss and consider approving Resolution #018-012 DNR Trust Fund Grant Acceptance  

      Resolution – Southern Beltline Trail Acquisition.  
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Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Corcoran to approve Resolution #018-012 DNR 

Trust Fund Grant Acceptance Resolution – Southern Beltline Trail Acquisition.  Unanimously 

passed by roll call vote.  

 

K.  Discuss and Consider approving the extension of the Tolling Agreement with the U.S.  

      Environmental Protection Agency for Claims Under the Comprehensive Environmental  

      Response Compensation and Liability Act Relating to the Ironwood Manufactured Gas Plant  

     (MGP) Site and authorize Mayor and City Clerk to sign same. 

 

Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Corcoran to approve the extension of the Tolling 

Agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for Claims Under the Comprehensive 

Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act Relating to the Ironwood 

Manufactured Gas Plant (MGP) site and authorize Mayor and City Clerk to sign same.  

Unanimously passed by roll call vote. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

L.  Discuss and consider waiving all Vendor Fees for the 2018 Ironwood Festival.    

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Mildren to waive the Vendor Fees for the 2018 

Ironwood Festival.  Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  

 

M.  Discuss and Consider granting a request for a “Special Event Water Rate” for the 2018        

      Gogebic County Fair to be held August 9-12, 2018.    

 

Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Semo to grant a request for a “Special Event Water 

Rate” for the 2018 Gogebic County Fair to be held on August 9-12, 2018.  Unanimously passed 

by roll call vote. 

 

N.  Discuss status of Camp Ojibway Correctional Facility. 

  

City Manager Erickson gave an update on the Ojibway Correctional Facility and requested the 

City of Ironwood and other communities contact their State Representatives.  He noted Ojibway 

Correctional Facility is currently one of four on a list of closures.  The Commissioners suggested 

a letter be sent and the City Manager responded by stating it is a good start but believed further 

efforts might include a visit to Lansing.  The communities need to mention that Ojibway 

Correctional Facility is a major employer in our area and how it would have negative effect on 

all the work our area has already done. 

 

O.  Discuss and Consider approving Resolution #018-011 amending the General Appropriations  

      Act for Fiscal Year 2017-2018.  

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve Resolution #018-011 amending 

the General Appropriations Act for Fiscal year 2017-2018.  Unanimously passed by roll call 

vote.  
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P.  Discuss and consider approving Resolution #018-013 transferring delinquent invoices for  

     ordinance violations to the July 2018 City tax roll. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve Resolution #018-013 transferring 

delinquent invoices for ordinance violations to the July 2018 City tax roll.  Unanimously passed 

by roll call vote.  

 

Q.  Consider approval of Rural Development Pay Package in the amount of $107,082.00 for the  

      City of Ironwood – Phase 4 Utility Project Water Portion and authorize Mayor to sign all  

      applicable documents. 

 

Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Corcoran to approve the Rural Development Pay 

Package in the amount of $107,082.00 for the City of Ironwood – Phase 4 Utility Project Water 

Portion and authorize Mayor to sign all applicable documents.  Unanimously passed by roll call 

vote.  

 

R.  Consider approval of Rural Development Pay Package in the amount of $184,706.77 for the  

      City of Ironwood – Phase 4 Utility Project Sewer Portion and authorize Mayor to sign all  

      applicable documents. 

 

Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Mildren to approve the Rural Development Pay 

Package in the amount of $184,706.77 for the City of Ironwood – Phase 4 Utility Project Sewer 

Portion and authorize Mayor to sign all applicable documents.  Unanimously passed by roll call 

vote. 

 

S.   Discuss and consider approval to advertise for bids for the demolition of a house located at  

       150 Southland Avenue.    

 

Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Semo and carried to approve to advertise for bids for 

the demolition of a house located at 150 Southland Avenue. 

 

T.  Manager’s Report. 

 

City Manager Scott B. Erickson verbally gave the manager’s report noting the following items: 

*City Manager Erickson noted the Department of Public Works and the Public Safety  

  Department did a great job during the recent storm. 

*The Governor has included Gogebic County with the list of U.P. Counties that have had a State  

  Disaster declaration issued.  

*City Staff are working to finalize the two Hardest Hit Blight Grants.  He noted 45 residential  

  structures were demolished under this program. 

*The Phase 4 water and sewer project is nearing completion. 

*Lake Street was reopened over the weekend and the detour was subsequently removed.  

*The city’s pavement striping contractor, PK Contracting, mobilized into town last Friday and is  

  currently working on the pavement striping contract.  

*Nasi Construction is working in town on the miscellaneous concrete sidewalk and curb & gutter  

  replacements. 
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*The firework schedule for the area is Saturday, June 30th-Hurley, Monday, July 2nd-Ramsey,  

  Tuesday, July 3rd-Wakefield, and Wednesday, July 4th-Bessemer. 

*The City Planning Commission and City Staff will begin working on the new Zoning  

  Ordinance starting Tuesday, July 24, 2018.  

 

U.  Other Matters. 

 

Commissioner Mildren thanked the Library for all the wonderful children’s programs.  He 

commented on how nice it was to see the downtown so busy during the day.  Commissioner 

Mildren also thanked City Staff and everyone for all the great improvement to the City of 

Ironwood.  

 

Mayor Burchell thanked everyone for their views and thanked them for caring and being patient.  

 

Commissioner Cayer requested City Staff look at the center lines being painted on Norrie Street.   

 

V.  Adjournment.  
 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer and carried to adjourn the meeting at  

6:46 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      Annette Da Lio-Burchell, Mayor  

 

 

 

 

 

      Karen M. Gullan, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 



DOWNTOWN 

IRONWOOD 

Proceedings of the Downtown Ironwood Development Authority 
Thursday, May 24, 2018 

A regular meeting of the Downtown Ironwood Development Authority (DIDA) was held on 
Thursday, May 24, 2018 at 8:00 A.M. in the Women's club Room, 2nd Floor, Memorial building, 
Ironwood Michigan. 

1. Call to Order: Vice-Chair Korpela called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M. 

2. Recording of the Roll: 

MEMBER PRESENT 
EXCUSED NOT EXCUSED YES NO 

Tom Williams, Chair X X 
Nancy Korpela, Vice X 
Annette Burchell X 
Eleanor Bolich X 
Amy Nosal X 
Yvonne Novascone X X 
Cameron Pitts X X 
Anna Lovelace X 
Nancy Zak X X 

5 4 Quorum 
Also Present: Community Development Director, Tom Bergman and Community 
Development Assistant, Tim Erickson 

3. Approval of the April 26, 2018 Meeting Minutes: 

Motion by Lovelace to accept the meeting minutes from the April 26, 2018 meeting. 
Second by Bolich. Motion carried 5 to O. 

4. Approval of the Agenda: 

Motion by Bolich to accept the Agenda. Second by Lovelace. Motion carried 5 to O. 

5. Citizens wishing to address the Authority on Items on the Agenda (Three-Minute Limit): 
None. 

6. Citizens wishing to address the Authority on Items not on the Agenda (Three-Minute 
Limit): Darrin Kimbler with the Gogebic Range Farmers Market Association presented 
before the Authority. He discussed some of the improvements at the Depot Park 
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Farmers Market. Director Meyer with the Ironwood Chamber of Commerce talked about 
the Chamber and Ironwood Historical Society open house for the next First Friday 
located in the Depot museum. 

7. Items for Discussion and Consideration: 
a. Discuss and consider the approval of the Financial Report: Director Bergman 

presented the financial report. Burchell asked about the TIF district discussion 
from the last meeting. 

b. Discuss and consider grant application for MEDC Fac;ade Restoration Initiative: 
Director Bergman stated that he submitted information to the MEDC for grant 
information request. 

Motion by Bolich to approve the application. Second by Nosal. Motion 
carried 5 to O. 

c. Comprehensive Plan & Blueprint Plan Implementation Status of Priority Action 
Items: 

1. Strategy 6.3(d) Continue Business Retention Program. 
1. Director Bergman stated that a couple new businesses are coming 

in. He stated that Constantini's building should be on the minds 
of the Authority as a redevelopment project. Burchell discussed 
the need to work with some of the retirement age business 
owners. Bergman stated that he talked with the new owner of 
the Pamida building. 

II. Strategy 6.3(g&h) Develop/Continue Business Incubator/entrepreneurial 
support spaces. 

1. Director Bergman discussed a meeting that he went to with 
Invent@NMU and talked about ways that the City or DIDA can 
partner with them. 

III. Strategy 6.S(c), 6.7(b) & 6.6(c) First Friday Downtown. 
1. Discuss May and June First Friday Events. 

a. Discuss June First Friday and Summer Music Series. 
i. Erickson discussed the details of the June and July 

events. Bergman discussed the need to market 
outside of the community a little more. 

IV. Downtown Redevelopment Sites. 
1. Director Bergman talked about the Chelsi's Corner building demo 

site. He stated that the City will be meeting with the property 
owner soon. Bergman stated that he has begun to specifically 
target some businesses to repair their fac;ade. 

V. Alley Way Improvement Plan - Alley way weed and brush removal. 
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1. Bergman stated that the City will have some summer help that will 
be working on weed a brush removal in the downtown. 

8. Other Business: Mayor Burchell stated that the City will be doing a first responder 
recognition ceremony before First Friday at 4:30 p.m. on June 1 st. 

9. Next Meeting: June 28, 2018 at 8:00 a.m. 

Motion by Lovelace, to adjourn. Second by Nosal. Motion Passed 5 to o. 
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Tom Williams, Chair 

Tim Erickson, Community Development Assistant 

8:00A.M. 
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