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                                             AGENDA 
REGULAR IRONWOOD CITY COMMISSION MEETING 

MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 2022 
Regular Meeting - 5:30 P.M. 

 
LOCATION:  IRONWOOD MEMORIAL BUILDING AUDITORIUM 

213 S. MARQUETTE ST. 
IRONWOOD, MI  49938 

 
ZOOM OPTION AVAILABLE 

 
(Please visit the City website at www.cityofironwood.org or the notice posted at the 

Memorial Building for Zoom Webinar login instructions.) 
 

5:30 P.M. 
 
A.  Regular Meeting Called to Order. 
      Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
B.  Recording of the Roll. 

 
C.  Approval of the Consent Agenda.* 

 
All items with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will 
be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of those items unless a 
Commission member or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from 
the General Order of Business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

 
*1)  Approval of Minutes –  Regular City Commission Meeting Minutes of December 27,  
       2021.    
*2)  Carnegie Library Board Minutes of  November 16, 2021. 
 

D.  Approval of the Agenda. 
 
E.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda.  (Three     
      Minute Limit).  
 
F.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items not on the Agenda (Three Minute        
      Limit) 
 

http://www.cityofironwood.org/


 
 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 
G.  Discuss and Consider placing on file the City Audit Report for the fiscal year ended June 30,  
       2021.   
       (**CITY AUDIT REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2021 IS  
       AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW ON THE CITY WEBSITE    
       https://cityofironwood.org/government/documents/  **).     
 
H.  Discuss and Consider setting a public hearing for 5:25 p.m. on Monday, February 14, 2022 to     
      consider approving a special assessment for 420 E. McLeod Avenue, Ironwood, MI  for  
      condemnation and demolition of hazardous stairwell.     
 
I.   Discuss and Consider authorizing approving the purchase of a new Vactor Sewer Cleaning  
     Vehicle with a hydrostatic driven vacuum system and declare the current Vactor Vehicle  
      surplus. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
J.   Discuss and Review 2022 Projects List.  
 
K.  Discuss and Consider Resolution #022-001 to comply with the provisions of PA 152. 
 
L.  Discuss and Consider authorizing bids for 2022 Pavement Striping.   
 
M.  Manager’s Report. 
 
N.  Other Matters. 
 
O.  Adjournment.  

https://cityofironwood.org/government/documents/
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Proceedings of the Ironwood City Commission Meeting 
 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Ironwood City Commission was held in person and via Zoom at  
5:32 P.M. on Monday, December 27, 2021 
 
A.  Mayor Corcoran called the regular meeting to order at 5:32 P.M. 
      
B.  Recording of the Roll. 
 
     PRESENT:  Commissioner Andresen, Korpela (via Zoom), Mildren, and Mayor Corcoran.   
     ABSENT:  Semo (excused). 
 
C.  Approval of the Consent Agenda.* 

*1)  Approval of Minutes –  Regular City Commission Meeting Minutes of  December 13,  
       2021.   
*2)  Review and Place on File: 
       a.  Ironwood Housing Commission Meeting Minutes of December 14th.   
       b.  Economic Development Corporation Meeting Minutes of June 2nd, 2021. 

 c.  Ironwood City Commission/Ironwood Planning Commission Joint Work Session  
      Meeting Minutes of December 13, 2021.   

       *3) Approval of Correction/Clarification of Civic Center Board Replacement 
 

Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Andresen to approve the Consent Agenda.  
Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  
              
D.  Approval of the Agenda. 
 
Motion was made by Andresen, seconded by Mildren, and carried unanimously to approve the 
Agenda.   
              
E.  Review and Place on File: 
     1.  Revenue & Expenditure Report. 
     2.  Cash and Investment Summary Report. 
 
Financial reports from Agenda Packet were addressed by Finance Director/Treasurer, Paul Linn 
for the month ending November 30, 2021.   
 
Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Korpela, and carried to receive, and place on file the 
Statement of Revenue & Expenditures Report for the month ending November 30, 2021, and the 
Cash and Investment Summary Report for the month ending November 30, 2021.   
 
F.  Approval of Monthly Check Register Report. 
 
Motion was made by Andresen, seconded by Korpela, to approve the Monthly Check Register 
Report for the month ending November 30, 2021.  Unanimously passed by roll call vote. 
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G.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda.  (Three     
      Minute Limit).  
 
There were none.  
 
H.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items not on the Agenda.  (Three  
      Minute Limit) 
 
There were none.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
I.  Discuss and consider approving balancing change order #5 for the City of Ironwood – 2021  
    Water and Sewer Project to Jake’s Excavating & Landscaping, LLC in the amount of  
     $63,446.79 and authorize Mayor to sign all applicable documents.   
 
City Manager Scott Erickson explained the change order extends the completion date of the 2021 
Water and Sewer Project into June 2022 in order to take care of any additional items on the 
punch list, i.e. landscaping.  No major concerns that the Commission needs to be made aware of.   
 
Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Andresen to approve balancing change order #5 for 
the City of Ironwood – 2021 Water and Sewer Project to Jake’s Excavating & Landscaping, LLC 
and authorize Mayor to sign all applicable documents.  Unanimously passed by roll call vote.   
 
J.  Discuss and consider approving Contractor’s Pay Request No. 7 for the City of Ironwood –   
     2021 Water and Sewer Project to Jake’s Excavating & Landscaping, LLC in the amount of  
     $63,446.79 and authorize Mayor to sign all applicable documents.   
 
City Manager Scott Erickson stated the pay request is for work completed on the project.  There 
are a few remaining punch list items.  The City is retaining a little over $8,000 for work to be 
completed in the spring.   
 
Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Korpela to approve Contractor’s Pay Request No. 7 
for the City of Ironwood – 2021 Water and Sewer Project to Jake’s Excavating & Landscaping, 
LLC in the amount of $63,446.79 and authorize Mayor to sign all applicable documents.  
Unanimously passed by roll call vote.   
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
K.  Discuss and consider approving Engineering Services Agreement with Coleman Engineering  
      for the 2022/2023 Hemlock Street MDOT Small Urban Grant Project (from Ridge Street to  
      U.S. Highway 2).    
 
City Manager Scott Erickson stated this grant has been on the radar a few years.  The City of 
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Ironwood is eligible for small urban grant funding.  We manage our own roads.  It would be a 
full reconstruct on Hemlock with concrete curbing, gutter, concrete sidewalk, and a new asphalt 
surface as well as a look at utilities to determine to what extent we would be relining the water 
and sanitary sewer, etc.  The maximum amount of Small Urban Grant funding for this project is 
$375,000.  The estimated cost is $623,750 which includes engineering costs.  The balance of the 
funding would come from the city’s major street fund and general fund.  Commissioner 
Andresen noted there is currently only one sidewalk on Hemlock.  City Manager Scott Erickson 
confirmed there would be one sidewalk, on the West side.  Commissioner Andresen stated that 
currently there is no bike lane for that portion of Hemlock.  City Manager Scott Erickson stated 
the intent would be to extend the same type of road there which would mean extending and 
including a bike lane.   The City of Ironwood is eligible every two years for this type of funding.     
 
Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Korpela to approve the Engineering Services 
Agreement with Coleman Engineering for the 2022/2023 Hemlock Street MDOT Small Urban 
Grant Project (from Ridge Street to U. S. Highway 2).  Unanimously passed by roll call vote.   
 
L.  Discuss and consider authorizing bids for the 2022/2023 Hemlock Street MDOT Small  
     Urban Grant Project (from Ridge Street to U.S. Highway 2).  
 
City Manager Scott Erickson noted this is the second part of the Small Urban Grant Project.  
Coleman Engineering would do the design work with the contract.  The City of Ironwood hires 
the engineer.  Coleman Engineering will do the design, and MDOT runs it through their bidding 
process.  Bidding and design would take place in the Summer/Fall of 2022.  Construction would 
take place in 2023.  
 
Motion was made by Andresen, seconded by Mildren and carried unanimously to authorize bids 
for the 2022/2023 Hemlock Street MDOT Small Urban Grant Project (from Ridge Street to U.S. 
Highway 2).    
 
M.  Manager’s Report. 
 
City Manager Scott B. Erickson verbally gave the Manager’s report noting the following items: 
 
∗ The City Manager wished everyone a happy, productive and safe New Year!  At a future 

meeting, we will be reviewing the list of projects and tasks identified for the upcoming 
year.  It was a busy summer with the projects that have been undertaken.  We will go over 
everything coming up in the pipeline, and with the budget process we can add on.   

∗ The auditors completed the audit review at the City Offices and will be presenting their 
final report at the first City Commission meeting in January 2022.  Finance 
Director/Treasurer Paul Linn confirmed there will be a work session for the Commission 
before the January 10th meeting where the final report will be presented.   

∗ The blighted residential structure at 110 E. Birch Street has been demolished and removed 
from the site.  The City Commission previously declared this structure a public nuisance 
and approved this property for demolition.  

∗ Events coming up are as follows: 
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Pro-vintage snowmobile races at the Gogebic County Fairgrounds Saturday, January 1st, 
2022. 
Downtown First Friday event January 7th, 2022. 
Ironwood Snowmobile Olympus January 8 & 9th, 2022 and SISU Ski Fest cross country ski 
marathon Saturday, January 8, 2022.  

*       Also a reminder that tonite there is the Miner’s Park Candlelight Snowshoe  
Event/Fundraiser from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. starting at the Aurora Club for anyone 
interested in supporting them. 

 
N.  Other Matters. 
 
Commissioner Mildren stated he has been on social media, went downtown to talk to store 
owners, and noted there are many comments on how the city lighting has been beautiful this 
year.  Local businesses are working together now.  Stormy Kromer has orders from throughout 
the nation.  Their items fit so well with our community.  Ironwood has been voted as one of top 
10 communities for Christmas in Michigan.  Rigoni’s Bakery has been receiving orders for 
Christmas cookies from around the country.  Skating at the Civic Center and SISU are going 
great guns.  As the old saying goes, the community is “as good as sliced bread”.  We are viewed 
around the State as a Christmas destination; how nice to say that.  And Happy New Year to 
everyone.   
 
Commissioner Korpela noted she had the same comments that Commissioner Mildren stated so 
eloquently.   
 
Mayor Corcoran wanted to wish everyone a Happy New Year and a successful year.  She is 
looking forward to next year and the work that is planned going into 2022.      
 
O.  Adjournment. 
 
Motion was made by Andresen, seconded by Mildren, and carried to adjourn the meeting at 
5:52 p.m..  
 
 
 
 

Kim S. Corcoran, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
     Wendy L. Hagstrom, City Clerk 

















































City of Ironwood 

2022 Project List 

 
1. DEI Ordinance Review(s) 
2. Create ordinance to establish City Commission appointed DEI Committee 
3. Water Treatment Plant (2022/23) 
4. Hemlock Street (MDOT Small Urban 2022/23) 
5. 2022 Local Street Overlay Project 
6. 2022 Street Sealcoat Project 
7. 2022 Pavement Street Pavement Striping 
8. 2022 Street crack seal project 
9. 2022 Local Utility Replacement Project (Francis Street) 
10. 2022 Sanitary Sewer relining project 
11. New Playground install north of U.S. 2 (2022) 
12. Curry Park Electrical Upgrades (MDNR Trust Fund -2022) 
13. Miners Park MTN Bike Trail Head (Phase I) 2021/22 
14. Miners Park MTN Bike trails (Phase II) - 2022 
15. Miners Park MTN Bike (Phase iii Handcycle Bid) – 2022 
16. Norrie Park/Montreal River Water Trail and boat launch (MDNR Trust Fund 

2022/23) 
17. Beltline rail grade acquisition Phase 1 and 2  (MDNR Trust Fund 2022) 
18.  Street Paser Rating (WUPIDER – 2022) 
19.  Finalize Civic Center Project with Insurance 
20. Finalize Downtown Square Project 
21. Finalize 2021 Utility Project with Jakes Excavating 
22.  New Residential Development project north of Ayer St – City owned 

property (2022/23) 
23. BR-2 New Entrance Sign 
24. Mt. Zion Highway signs and new picnic tables 
25. Residential Blight Demolitions 
26.  BR-2 Ornamental Street Lighting 
27.  DPW building new siding bid 
28. Street sign replacement project 



29. New sewer lift-station generator bids 
30. Sewer lift-station motor/pump replacement 
31. Jessieville booster station roofing bids 
32. Water main leak detection bids 
33. Replace 10 old fire hydrants 
34. Watermain valve and bolt replacement project ( Harrison at US 2) 
35. Iron Belle/Motorized crossing – new  signage project 
36. Memorial Building Courtyard roofing project 
37. Memorial building boiler and controls replacement project 
38. Replace Memorial Building rooftop units 
39. Memorial Building wall repair 
40. Zoning Ordinance Update 
41. Development of Downtown TIF District plan. 
42. ARPA funding determination 
43. MSHDA Residential home rehabilitation grant project 
44. DWAM Grant galvanized investigation project 
45. Phase 5 Water and Sewer Replacement (USDA Rural Development 

Application) 
46. Develop a sidewalk replacement program 
47. Construct new parking lot west of Memorial Building 
48. Downtown Roof drain/sanitary sewer disconnection project 
49. Develop compost site operations and maintenance plan 
50. City wide roadside ditching project 
51. Cold Storage Building behind Public Safety 
52.  Develop USDA Rural Development funding/grant application for Public 

Safety fire truck purchase 

 

 



 
City of Ironwood 

Memo 
To: City of Ironwood Commission 

From: Paul Linn, Finance Director/Treasurer 

Date: January 5, 2022 

Re: Resolution #022-001, A Resolution to Comply With The Provisions Of PA 152 

  

A public employer must be in compliance with Public Act 152 for each medical benefit plan 
coverage year beginning on or after January 1, 2012.  A local unit of government may elect to 
comply with Section 4 of the Act (MCL 15.564(1)) or exercise the exemption (“opt-out”) provision 
of Section 8 of the Act (MCL 15.568(1)) at any time prior to the beginning of the medical benefit 
plan coverage year.  The elections must be made separately for each new medical benefit plan 
coverage year. 

The City has opted out of PA 152 since its inception, due to the fact that compensation 
determinations for City employees are most properly the responsibility of the City’s elected 
representatives, and not the State of Michigan or its officials.  By opting out of (exempting itself 
from) the cost-sharing model as set forth in the act, the City is in compliance with the act. 



                                                  RESOLUTION #022-001    

   

   CITY OF IRONWOOD 

COUNTY OF GOGEBIC 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

  

  

  

A RESOLUTION ELECTING TO COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF 

PUBLIC ACT 152 

 OF 2011 BY EXERCISING THE CITY’S RIGHT TO EXEMPT ITSELF FROM 

THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THE ACT FOR THE MEDICAL BENEFIT PLAN YEAR 

JANUARY 1, 2022 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2022 

  

  

At a regular meeting of the City Commission for the City of Ironwood,  

 

Michigan, held at the City of Ironwood Commission Chambers, Memorial Building,  

 

Ironwood Michigan, on the 10th day of January 2022 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

PRESENT:       

  ABSENT:    

 

The following Resolution was offered by ____________________ and  

 

supported by ________________.  

 

RESOLUTION 

  

WHEREAS, on September 11, 2011 the Publicly Funded Health  

 

Insurance Contribution Act, Act No. 152 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 2011 (“Act  

 

152”), became effective in the State of Michigan; and 

 

WHEREAS, Act 152 establishes standards and a process with respect to  

 

medical benefit plans offered by public employers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the four options available to the City are: 

 

1)      apply the hard cap (capped dollar amount each government employer may pay 

 

towards an employee’s health care costs): 



 

2)      adopt by majority vote 80% - 20% cost sharing model; 

 

3)      elect not to follow the act; 

 

4)      opt out of (exempt itself from) the cost-sharing model as set forth in the act 

 

and revisit it prior to the next plan year. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Ironwood has historically recognized, in its role  

 

as steward for the public funds entrusted to it, that it must efficiently manage those  

 

limited resources; and 

 

      WHEREAS, the City of Ironwood constantly engages in a review of  

 

expenditures in order to maximize the value it receives for goods and services; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Ironwood believes that,  

 

as the elected representatives for the City and answerable directly to the City’s voters, it  

 

is best positioned to determine what benefits (including medical benefits) ought to be  

 

offered in order to attract and retain the best qualified City employees at the lowest  

 

overall costs; and 

 

            WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Ironwood further   

 

believes that compensation determinations for City employees are most properly the  

 

responsibility of the City’s elected representatives, and not the State of Michigan or its  

 

officials; and 

                   

WHEREAS, to express its support for home rule government and to  

 

recognize that it is the City Commission’s duty to manage City affairs in order to be  

 

most responsive to City voters, taxpayers and residents. 

 

       

 



             NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that: Pursuant to Section 8  

 

of Act 152, the City of Ironwood hereby, by a vote of 2/3 of its governing body, exempts  

 

itself from the requirements of Act 152 for the Medical Benefit Plan Year, commencing  

 

January 1, 2022.  

 

            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that: All resolutions and parts of  

 

resolutions in conflict herewith are, to extent of such conflict, repealed. 

 

              

YES:  

NO:  

 

ADOPTED this 10th day of January 2022. 

 

CITY OF IRONWOOD 

 

 

BY: ________________________________ 

Kim S. Corcoran, Mayor 

  

 

 

BY: ________________________________ 

  Wendy L. Hagstrom, City Clerk 
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