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AGENDA 

REGULAR IRONWOOD CITY COMMISSION MEETING 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2023 

 

LOCATION:  IRONWOOD MEMORIAL BUILDING  

COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

213 S. MARQUETTE ST. 

IRONWOOD, MI  49938 

 

Public Hearing – 5:25 P.M. 

Regular Meeting - 5:30 P.M. 

 

ZOOM OPTION AVAILABLE FOR THE PUBLIC 

(Please visit the City website at www.ironwoodmi.gov or the notice posted at the Memorial 

Building for Zoom Webinar login instructions.) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

PUBLIC HEARING 

5:25 P.M. 

1. Open Public Hearing.   

 

2. Public Hearing: To hear comment on Ordinance Number 546, an Ordinance to vacate the 

Superior Street right of way between Francis Street and Cloverland Drive. 

 

3. Close Public Hearing.   

 

REGULAR MEETING 

5:30 P.M. 

A. Regular Meeting Called to Order. 

      Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America. 

 

B. Recording of the Roll.  

 

C. Approval of the Consent Agenda. * 

All items with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will 

be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of those items unless a 

Commission member or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the 

General Order of Business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

 

*1) Approval of Minutes:  

a.  Regular City Commission Meeting Minutes of November 27, 2023.   

b.  Special City Commission Meeting Minutes of November 29, 2023. 

  

http://www.ironwoodmi.gov/


 

 *2) Review and Place on File: 

a.  Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of September 7, 2023. 

b.  Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of November 2, 2023. 

c.  Planning Commission Special Meeting Minutes of November 16, 2023. 

d.  Economic Development Committee Meeting Minutes of November 1, 2023. 

 

D. Approval of the Agenda. 

 

E. Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda.  (Three Minute  

      Limit). 

 

F. Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items not on the Agenda.  (Three Minute        

      Limit). 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

G. Discuss and consider approval of the Rural Development Pay Package #5 in the amount of  

$492,745.41 for the City of Ironwood – Water Treatment Plant Phase I Project and authorize 

Mayor to sign all applicable documents. 

 

H. Discuss and consider approving Change Order #2 for CD Smith, which is an increase of 

$11,766.56 for the Water Treatment Plant Phase I Project.  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

I. Discuss and consider the Ironwood Area Schools donation of the Norrie School property to the 

City.  

 

J. Discuss and acknowledge introduction of Ordinance Number 546, an Ordinance to vacate the 

Superior Street right of way between Francis Street and Cloverland Drive. 

 

K. Discuss and consider authorizing City Staff to go out for bids for the following projects: 

a. 2024 Curry Park Electrical Upgrade 

b. 2024 Curry Park Site Amenities 

c. 2024 Asphalt Patching 

d. 2024 Concrete Patching 

e. 2024 Crack Sealing 

f. 2024 Pavement Striping 

g. 2024 Road Improvements 

h. 2024 Tub Grinding at the Compost Site 

i. 2024 Cemetery Grass Cutting 

j. 2024 Jessieville Water Tank Maintenance Work 

 

L. Discuss and consider the City Employee Gratuity for the Holiday Season. 

 

M. Mayor’s Appointments. 

 

N. Manager’s Report. 

 

O. Other Matters. 

 

P. Adjournment.  
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Proceedings of the Ironwood City Commission Meeting  
 

A Regular Meeting of the Ironwood City Commission was held on November 27, 2023, at 5:30 
P.M., in the Commission Chambers, Second Floor of the Municipal Memorial Building in the 
City of Ironwood.  
 
A. Mayor Corcoran called the Regular Meeting to Order at 5:30 P.M.  
  
B. Recording of the Roll.      
      PRESENT:  Commissioners Andresen, Korpi, Mildren, Semo, and Mayor Corcoran 
       ABSENT:   None 

C. Approval of the Consent Agenda. 

  1) Approval of Minutes:  
a.  Regular City Commission Meeting Minutes of November 13, 2023.   

  2) Review and Place on File: 
a.  Pat O’Donnell Civic Center Special Meeting Minutes of October 12, 2023. 
b.  Carnegie Library Board Meeting Minutes of October 17, 2023. 
c.  Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes of August 7, 2023. 
d.  Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes of October 2, 2023. 

 
Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Mildren, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  

      
D. Approval of the Agenda. 
 
Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Korpi, and carried, to approve the Agenda as 
presented. 
 
E. Review and Place on File: 
      1.  Revenue & Expenditure Report. 
      2.  Cash and Investment Summary Report. 
 
Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Mildren, and carried, to receive and place on file the 
Statement of Revenue & Expenditures Report for the month ending October 31, 2023, and the 
Cash and Investment Summary Report for October 2023.   
 
F. Approval of Monthly Check Register Report. 
 
Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Mildren, to approve the Check Register Report for 
October 2023 as presented. Unanimously passed by roll call vote.     
 
G. Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda.  (Three Minute  
      Limit). 
Michael Meyer, Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce, spoke in favor of Agenda 
Item O, encouraging the Commission to proceed forward with adopting Ordinance Number 545. 
Mr. Meyer’s stated he worked for several years on the Downtown Development and Tax 
Increment Finance Plan and said approval of the Plan is imperative for Cinnaire Solutions to 
apply for funding to develop property in our Downtown District. 
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H. Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items not on the Agenda.  (Three Minute        
      Limit). 
There were none. 
 
 OLD BUSINESS 
 
I. Discuss and consider approving Change Order #2, for Jakes Excavating, which is an increase 

of $463.50 for the Lead Service Line Replacement Project.  

Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Andresen, to approve Change Order #2, for Jakes 
Excavating, which is an increase of $463.50 for the Lead Service Line Replacement Project. 
Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  
 
J. Discuss and consider approval of Payment #1, for Jake’s Excavating, in the amount of 

$74,590.16 for the Lead Service Line Replacement Project and authorize Mayor to sign all 
applicable documents. 

Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Korpi, to approve Payment #1, for Jake’s 
Excavating, in the amount of $74,590.16 for the Lead Service Line Replacement Project and 
authorize Mayor to sign all applicable documents. Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  

 
K. Discuss and consider approval of a proposal from Fahrner Excavating for the use of the 

Compost Site as a Commercial Snow Dump requiring a $500.00 deposit for the 2023-2024 
Winter Season.  

Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Andresen, to approve the proposal from Fahrner 
Excavating for the use of the Compost Site as a Commercial Snow Dump requiring a $500.00 
deposit for the 2023-2024 Winter Season. Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
L. Discuss and consider approving the 2024 Summer Tax Collection Agreement with the 

Gogebic Ontonagon Intermediate School District Board and authorize the City 
Treasurer/Finance Director to sign. 

 
Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Semo, to approve the 2024 Summer Tax Collection 
Agreement with the Gogebic Ontonagon Intermediate School District Board and authorize the 
City Treasurer/Finance Director to sign. Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  

 
M. Discuss and consider sale of property at 238 E. Ayer Street. 
 
A brief discussion on the sale of property at 238 E. Ayer Street took place. There was a question 
with property addresses, and how many lots were being requested to sell. It was the consensus of 
the Commission to move forward with obtaining an appraisal of two adjacent properties that are 
currently being leased to UP-in Smoke barbecue for future consideration of selling the property.  
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N. Discuss and consider sale of property at 205 W. Aurora Street. 
 
Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Semo, to approve the sale of property at 205 W. 
Aurora Street for $115,000 as described in the Purchase Agreement between Cinnaire Solutions 
and the City of Ironwood. Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  
 
O. Discuss and consider introduction of Ordinance Number 545, an Ordinance to adopt the 

Ironwood Downtown Development and Tax Increment Finance Plan. 
 
Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Mildren, and carried, to acknowledge the introduction 
of Ordinance Number 545, an Ordinance to adopt the Ironwood Downtown Development and 
Tax Increment Finance Plan, and schedule a Special Meeting for Wednesday, November 29, 
2023 at 4:30 PM to take action on Ordinance Number 545.  
 
P. Discuss and consider approving a 5-year agreement with Axon for Public Safety Body   
      Cameras in the amount of $8,990.84/yr. 
 
Motion was made by Andresen, seconded by Korpi, to approve a 5-year agreement with Axon 
for Public Safety Body Cameras in the amount of $8,990.84/yr. Unanimously passed by roll call 
vote.  
 
Q. Discuss and consider declaring Department of Public Works Equipment as Surplus, 

approving the sale of Surplus Equipment and authorizing advertisement to bid. 
 
Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Semo, to declare the following equipment as surplus 
equipment, authorize the sale of the equipment and set the minimum bids: 
 
DESCRIPTION OF EQUIPMENT   Minimum Bid Amount 
1979 Oshkosh 2-Man Plow truck w/wing        $3,000 
2002 Case 580 Super M Backhoe     $12,000 
2007 Sterling Vactor truck     $30,000* min. bid approved 8/28/23 
Everady walk behind saw               $50 
Almar power roller                 $50 
MB walk behind powered broom                                       $1,200 
Ground Pounder GP4000 Compactor Honda Engine       $50 
Ground Pounder Compactor Subaru Engine         $50 
QTY:3 Homelite 3” trash pumps          $50 each 
CHE 3” diaphragm pump           $50  
 
R. Consider appointments to the Gogebic-Iron Wastewater Authority and Board for a two-year 

term, expiring June 30, 2025. 
 
Mayor Corcoran reappointed Bob Tervonen and Paul Anderson to the Gogebic-Iron Wastewater 
Authority Board for a two-year term, expiring June 30, 2025.  
 
Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Mildren, and carried, to approve the Mayor’s 
reappointments of Bob Tervonen and Paul Anderson to the Gogebic-Iron Wastewater Authority 
Board for a two-year term, expiring June 30, 2025. 
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S. Manager’s Appointment. 
 
City Manager Paul Anderson appointed Steve Lundey to the Ironwood Housing Commission for 
a 5-year term, expiring on June 30, 2028. 
 
Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Mildren, and carried, to approve the Manager’s 
appointment of Steve Lundey to the Ironwood Housing Commission for a 5-year term, expiring 
on June 30, 2028. 
 
T. City Manager’s Report. 
City Manager Paul Anderson provided the following verbal updates: 
 
Manager Updates  

• Mother nature finally turned on the winter switch these last 24 hours.  The warm weather 
has helped projects go late into fall conditions.  This has been good for construction but 
unfortunate for winter sports and our winter tourism economy. 

• I hope everyone is having a good time during hunting season.  Sounds like it’s been a 
tough year for the deer harvesting.  Hopefully next year is goes better. 

• City Deer Hunt starts again on 12/1 and continues through 12/31.  We currently have 9 
hunters participating and three does have been harvested thus far.   

• Hopefully everyone had a good Thanksgiving last week.  With Christmas falling on a City 
Commission night, the second meeting in December will be held on 12/27.   

• I mentioned the winter sports: 
a. the large snowmobile sno-cross race at Mt Zion on December 15-17th.   I understand 

that Mt Zion started making snow last Friday and now that Mother Nature is helping 
with some natural snow, organizers are planning on the event as expected.  This 3 
day event is slated to bring in thousands of people to the area, so everyone is excited 
for a great event.   

b. The ski hills are also making snow and rumor is some of them may be opening this 
weekend.   

• The compost site is now closed for the season.   
• Mt Zion access drive is closed for the season.   
• The Cemetery is closed for burials for the season.   
• Reminder from Republic Services who does our garbage pickup: please place carts in 

your cleared driveway with accessible cart spacing.  Do not have them buried in the 
snowbank or on top of the snowbank, too far into your driveway, or too far out into the 
road, or your garbage will not be picked up.  The schedules throughout the holidays are 
planned to remain the same as normal.  Any changes and the City will put out notice.   

• Jack Frost Festival continues this weekend with the Jack Frost Parade!  We have 38 
units participating in the parade and all the 10,000 raffle tickets are sold.   

• Friday night check out the Frost Friday event with a Vendor Crawl downtown Ironwood 
from 330 to 6:30 PM.  Check out the Chambers website or Facebook page for more event 
information, as there is stuff happening many days a week for the next month.   

• Santa’s Headquarters is in their 18th year of providing support to those in need of gifts 
for their children at Christmas.  The deadline to return gifts is December 1, 2023. The 
Memorial Building has tags and is a drop point for gifts. 
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• SISU registration is closed. Congratulations to all of us racers who are registered and 
best of luck with your abbreviated training schedule over the next 5 weeks! 

• The City staff would like to congratulate and thank Sheryl Norman from her retirement 
from IPSD after 21 years of dedicated service.  Her last day was last week.  

• This Thursday is Tim Pertile’s last day of work for the City of Ironwood before he begins 
his retirement after 17 years of service.  Tim most recently served as the City’s Water 
Plant operator and has done an excellent job in running the plant, cleaning things up at 
the Pump station and keeping the plant running until this new plant can get brought 
online in a few more years.  Tim has been training in Bill Tregembo for the past several 
months to take over his role in operating the water plant.   

 
Engineering Updates  

• Phase 1 of the water plant project continues with CD Smith Construction.    Concrete 
pours are continuing almost daily the last couple weeks.  One of the main slabs of 75 CY 
of concrete is being poured this week on Wednesday.          

• The $3MIL lead service line replacement project continues with Jakes.  They have done 
about 57 addresses so far and plan to perform 1-2 per day until winter snow conditions 
set in.     

• I’m making some good progress on the Curry Park electrical project.  The CT cabinet is 
a long lead time item that I am ordering now so it will be here mid-summer next year.  
We will be bidding the rest of the project out once the DNR approves the bid specs.  That 
should happen in Dec and January.   

• I had a meeting on Phase 2 of the water plant design w/ HDR last week.  We hope to have 
a contract for you to approve in December.  Design will occur from January through 
March, bidding April and May.  Then construction will have to wait until Phase 1 
construction wraps up by June of 2025.  Phase 2 construction would be June 2025- Fall 
2026. 

 
U. Other Matters. 
 
Commissioner Semo mentioned that the Miner’s Trail was rolled for the first time yesterday and 
the trails are already seeing some early use. 
 
Commissioner Mildren gave a shout out to the local businesses who continue to take part in the 
First Friday events. He also commented on the great work by both the Historic Ironwood Theatre 
and Theatre North with their shows. 
 
V. Adjournment.  
 
Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Mildren, and carried, to adjourn the meeting at 6:24 
P.M.  
 
       
 

Kim S. Corcoran, Mayor 
  
 
 
      Jennifer L. Jacobson, City Clerk 
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Proceedings of the Special Ironwood City Commission Meeting 

A Special Meeting of the Ironwood City Commission was held on Wednesday, November 29, 

2023 at 4:30 P.M., in the Commission Chambers, Second Floor of the Municipal Memorial 

Building in the City of Ironwood.    

 

The purpose of the special meeting was to discuss and consider the following items:  

1. Ordinance Number 545, an Ordinance to adopt the Ironwood Downtown Development 

and Tax Increment Finance Plan. 

2. The Gogebic County Land Bank Access and Demolition Agreement as a condition of the 

State Lane Bank Grant and authorize the City Manager to sign. 

 

A.  Mayor Corcoran called the Special Meeting to Order at 4:30 P.M. 

                 

B.   Recording of the Roll. 

PRESENT:  Commissioners Korpela, Semo, and Mayor Corcoran.  

   ABSENT:  Commissioners Andresen (excused) 

 

Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Semo, and carried, to excuse Commissioner 

Andresen.  

 

C.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda. (Three 

      Minute Limit) 

 

Michael Meyer, Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce, spoke in favor of Agenda 

Item D, encouraging the Commission to proceed forward with adopting Ordinance Number 545.  

 

D.  Discuss and consider Ordinance Number 545, an Ordinance to adopt the Ironwood Downtown  

      Development and Tax Increment Finance Plan. 

 

Motion was made by Mildren, seconded by Semo to adopt Ordinance Number 545, an 

Ordinance to adopt the Ironwood Downtown Development and Tax Increment Finance Plan.  

Unanimously passed by roll call vote.         

 

E.   Discuss and consider the Gogebic County Land Bank Access and Demolition Agreement as 

       a condition of the State Lane Bank Grant and authorize the City Manager to sign. 

 

Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Mildren, to approve the Gogebic County Land Bank 

Access and Demolition Agreement as a condition of the State Lane Bank Grant and authorize the 

City Manager to sign. Unanimously passed by roll call vote.         

 

F. Adjournment. 

 

Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Korpi, and carried to adjourn the meeting at 4:46 P.M.  

 

 

 

      Kim S. Corcoran, Mayor 

 

 

 

      Jennifer L. Jacobson, City Clerk 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE IRONWOOD PLANNING COMMISSION 
Thursday, September 7, 2023 

A Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on Thursday, September 7, 2023 in the Qty 
of Ironwood Memorial Building Women's Club Room. 

1. Call to Order: Vice-Chairman Jenkins called the meeting to Order at 6:00 p.m. 

2. Recording of the Roll: 

MEMBER 
PRESENT 

EXCUSED 
NOT 

YES NO EXCUSED 
Sam Davev X X 
Scott Bissell X 
Steohanie Hollowav X X 
Mark Silver X 
John Snence X 
Rich Jenkins X 
Vacant 
David Andresen ex-officio, X X 
non-votinn member 

4 3 

Also present: Community Development Director Tom Bergman and Community Development 
Assistant Tim Erickson. 

3. Approval of the July 6, 2023 Meeting Minutes. 

Motion by Spence to approve the Meeting Minutes. Second by Bissell. Motion 
Carried 4 to o. 

4. Approval of the Agenda: 

Motion by Silver to approve the Agenda amended agenda. Second by Spence. 
Motion Carried 4 to O. 

5. Citizens wishing to address the Commission regarding Items on the Agenda (three-minute 
limit): None. 
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6. Citizens wishing to address the Commission regarding Items not on the Agenda (three-minute 
limit): None. 

7. Items for Discussion and Consideration. 

A. Request by Rize UP for Site Plan Extension on Grow Facility for 18 months: Bergman 
presented the site plan extension request. The Commission asked about other 
businesses that had site plan extensions. If the extension isn't granted, Rize UP retail 
facility won't be in compliance. 

Motion by Spence to approve an extension of 18 months for the grow 
facility. Second by Silver. Motion Carried 4 to 0. 

B. High Profile (QPS Holdings) Sign approval: Director Bergman presented the site plan. 

Motion by Silver to approve the sign changes as presented in the new site 
plan. Second by Bissell. Motion Carried 4 to 0. 

C. Site Plan Change Rau sh Co Microbusiness-green space and loading dock location: 
Director Bergman presented the plan change. Ken Raush discussed the reason for the 
request. Bergman discussed snow storage and that the plan meets the 10% 
requirement. 

D. Review of Dog Ordinance: Director Bergman introduce the issue. Spence talked about 
some issues to the ordinance that need to be changed and some potential next steps. 
Getting community members together with public safety, animal control, and the animal 
shelter to review changes to the ordinance and changes to enforcement. 

E. Social District Discussion: Director Bergman presented the concept. Staff will research 
other plans. Angle parking and one-way streets in downtown was discussed to create a 
more pedestrian friendly area. 

F. PC-Case 023-005 - Review of Alley Vacation request at 117 N Hemlock Street: Director 
Bergman presented the request. 

Motion by Silver to recommend to the City Commission to approve the 
request. Second by Spence. Motion Carried 4 to 0. 

G. Zoning Ordinance discussion on fence height requirements: Director Bergman presented 
the issue. Staff will move forward with modifying the ordinance language to change 
fence height limits to 7' from grade. 

H. Comprehensive Plan Implementation Status of Priority Action Items. 

I. Strategy 4.2 Prepare· a Wayfinding Master Plan: No update. 
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II. Downtown Development Plan and TIF Plan Project: The TIF plan numbers have 
changed and will be adopted soon. 

8. Other Business: None. 

9. Next Meeting: Thursday, October 5, 2023 at the Ironwood Memorial Building. 

10. Adjournment: 

Motion by Silver to adjourn the meeting. Second by Spence. Motion carried 4 to O. 

Adjournment at 7:07 p.m. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE IRONWOOD PLANNING COMMISSION 
Thursday, November 2, 2023 

A Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on Thursday, November 2, 2023 in the City 
of Ironwood Memorial Building Women's Club Room. 

1. Call to Order: Chair Davey called the meeting to Order at 6:00 p.m. 

2. Recording of the Roll: 

MEMBER 
PRESENT 

EXCUSED 
NOT 

YES NO EXCUSED 
Sam Davey X 
Scott Bissell X 
Steohanie Holloway X 
Mark Silver X 
John Soence X 
Rich Jenkins X 
Vacant 
David Andresen ex-officio, X 
non-votina member 

7 0 

Also present: Community Development Director Tom Bergman and Community Development 
Assistant Tim Erickson. 

3. Approval of the September 7, 2023 Meeting Minutes. 

Motion by Silver to approve the Meeting Minutes. Second by Bissell. Motion Carried 
6to0. 

4. Approval of the Agenda: 

Motion by Jenkins to approve the Agenda. Second by Spence. Motion Carried 6 to 
0. 

5. Citizens wishing to address the Commission regarding Items on the Agenda (three-minute 
limit): None. 
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6. Citizens wishing to address the Commission regarding Items not on the Agenda (three-minute 
limit): Damar Jackson from frosted lakes asked for any updates for additional marijuana 
licenses. 

7. Items for Discussion and Consideration. 

A. Sale of Surplus Property at 238 E. Ayer Street: Nate Price addressed the Commission 
and presented his proposed site plan for consideration. The Commission asked about 
how many food trucks can be located on the site, timeframe for completion, appraisal 
process, surplus property sale process, and the future taxes. 

Motion by Silver to recommend to the City Commission to sell the property. 
Second by Bissell. Motion Carried 6 to o. 

B. Norrie School lot Purchase: Director Bergman presented the map of the site. The 
intention would be to pursue housing development on this location. 

Motion by Silver to recommend to the City Commission to purchase the 
property. Second by Jenkins. Motion Carried 6 to 0. 

C. Purchase of Vacant Industrial Park Lot on Liberty Street by Enbridge: Director Bergman 
presented the letter along with the site plan. Eric Wegner from Enbridge addressed the 
Commission. The EDC also recommended to the City Commission to recommend the 
sale. 

Motion by Silver to recommend to the City Commission to sell the property 
to Enbridge. Second by Spence. Motion Carried 6 to O. 

D. PC-Case 023-009 - Review of Street Right-of-Way Vacation request, Superior Street: 
Director Bergman presented the parcel map. 

Motion by Bissell to approve the request. Second by Holloway. Motion 
Carried 6 to 0. 

E. RauchCo Sign Approval: Director Bergman presented the site plans. 

Motion by Spence to approve the sign. Second by Jenkins. Motion Carried 6 
to O. 

F. Site Plan Extension Three Twins: Director Bergman presented the request for extension. 
Ben Thompson addressed the Commission to explain the need for the request. Josh from 
the businesses discussed a signed letter of intent from investors. The Commission 
already issued a six-month extension but has the option to issue an extension up to 12 
more months. 
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Motion by Bissell to grant an extension to November 2nd 2024. Second by 
Spence. Motion Carried 6 to O. 

8. Other Business: Next meeting is a special meeting. 

9. Next Meeting: Thursday, November 16, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. at the Ironwood Memorial Building. 

10. Adjournment: 

Motion by Jenkins to adjourn the meeting. Second by Holloway. Motion carried 6 to 
o. 

Adjournment at 6:37 p.m. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE IRONWOOD PLANNING COMMISSION 
Thursday, November 16, 2023 

A Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on Thursday, November 16, 2023 in the City 
of Ironwood Memorial Building Women's Club Room. 

1. Call to Order: Chair Davey called the meeting to Order at 6:00 p.m. 

2. Recording of the Roll: 

MEMBER 
PRESENT 

EXCUSED 
NOT 

YES NO EXCUSED 
Sam Davev X 
Scott Bissell X 
Steohanie Hollowav X 
Mark Silver X 
John Snence X 
Rich Jenkins X 
Vacant 
David Andresen ex-officio, X 
non-votinn member 

7 0 

Also present: Community Development Director Tom Bergman and Community Development 
Assistant Tim Erickson. 

3. Approval of the November 2, 2023 Meeting Minutes. 

Motion by Silver to approve the Meeting Minutes. Second by Bissell. Motion Carried 
6to0. 

4. Approval of the Agenda: 

Motion by Jenkins to approve the Agenda. Second by Spence. Motion Carried 6 to 
0. 

5. Citizens wishing to address the Commission regarding Items on the Agenda (three-minute 
limit): Gianni Badami 245 E. Pine St. - Addressed the Animal Control Ordinance and asked for 
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a change to the barking ordinance and tying the noise requirement to later in the evening or 
earlier in the morning. He is asking for specificity within the ordinance. 

6. Citizens wishing to address the Commission regarding Items not on the Agenda (three-minute 
limit): None. 

7. Items for Discussion and Consideration. 

A. Public Hearing: PC Case-2023-012 Site Plan Review for Apartment building at 205 W 
Aurora Street: Davey read the public comment procedures and opened up for public 
comment. There was no public comment. 

Director Bergman introduced the project and the applicant went over the site plan. 

Motion by Bissell to approve the site plan. Second by Jenkins. Motion 
Carried 6 to O. 

B. Statue approval and parking for Higher Love: The applicant presented the site plan. 

Motion by Silver to approve the statue and parking. Second by Spence. 
Motion Carried 6 to O. 

C. PC-Case 023-010 - Zoning Ordinance Amendment for Fences and Snow Storage: 
Director Bergman discussed the reason for an amendment. 

Motion by Jenkins to set public hearing date for the January meeting. 
Second by Silver. Motion Carried 6 to O. 

D. Animal Control Ordinance: Director Bergman asked the Commission for their input. 
Spence asked about looking at other communities along with asking Public Safety to 
address any questions. He would like the public to know their responsibility. The 
Commission discussed doing some public listening sessions. Holloway asked for better 
clarity throughout the ordinance and brought up rabies section as an example. A survey 
can be made and sent out by social media. 

8. Other Business: None. 

9. Next Meeting: Thursday, December 7, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. at the Ironwood Memorial Building. 

10. Adjournment. 

Motion by Jenkins to adjourn the meeting. Second by Spence. Motion carried 5 to 
o. 

Adjournment at 6:55 p.m. 
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Proceedings of the Economic Development Corporation Meeting 
Wednesday, November 1, 2023 

A Regular Meeting of the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) was held on Wednesday, November 
1, 2023 at 10:00 A.M. in the Women's Club Room. 

1. Director Bergman called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

2. Recording of the Roll 

Present 
MEMBER YES NO EXCUSED NOT EXCUSED 
Thorsen Gina X 
Kornela. Nan"' X 
Lehto Steve X 
Mever Michael X 
Corcoran. Kim X 
Raush Ken X 
Schonbern Bob X 
Ackerman-Behr Glen X 
Libbv. Carolvn X 

nuorum 6 3 Quorum 

Also Present: Community Development Director Tom Bergman and Community Development 
Assistant 11m Erickson. 

3. Approval of the October 4, 2023 Meeting Minutes. 

Motion by Korpela to accept the meeting minutes. Second by Corcoran. Motion 
Carried 6 to o. 

4. Approval of the Agenda. 

Motion by Corcoran to approve the Agenda. Second by Korpela. Motion Carried 6 to 
o. 

5. Citizens wishing to address the Corporation regarding Items on the Agenda (Three-minute limit): 
None. 

6. Citizens wishing to address the Corporation regarding items not on the Agenda (Three-minute 
limit): None. 

7. Items for Discussion and Consideration. 

Economic Development Corporation 
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A. Recommendation on Enbridge lot purchase in Industrial Park: Director Bergman 
presented the letter and the map. Since the IIDC no longer eXists, the EDC and the 
Planning Commission are the official recommending bodies. The EDC asked about their 
intentions with the lot that is currently owned by Enbridge. Discussion about availability 
to marijuana growers was had. Since the industrial park was federally funded, the City 
can't sell to growers. 

Motion by Corcoran to Corcoran to recommend to the City Commission to 
approve the sale to Enbridge. Second by Lehto. Motion Carried 6 to 0. 

B. Housing Update - review of City Commission work session: Director Bergman presented 
the attached memo. Hearing from the Ironwood Housing Commission would be 
beneficial. 

C. Marketing booklet for Developers (Home and Commercial Building Rehab) Rural 
Readiness Grant: This project hasn't been started. 

D. Update on Downtown Development Plan and TIF Plan: The plan will be adopted in 
November. 

E. Redevelopment Ready Communities Update: The tasks are completed. 

8. Other Business: Libby asked about the ambulance situation and if there are any issues with 
more people coming into the community. Beacon had previously looked into building a new 
facility to increase capacity. Bergman will provide more info at the next meeting. 

Meyer invited the board to come to the volunteer fair next week. 

9. Next Meeting: December 6, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

10. Adjournment. Motion by Corcoran to adjourn at 10:34 a.m. Second by Lehto. Motion Carried 
6too. 
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To: Mayor Corcoran and City Commission 

 
From: Paul Anderson, City Manager 

 
Date:  October 16, 2023 Meeting Date: December 11, 2023  

 
Re: Norrie School Site 

 
Ironwood Area Schools (IAS) demolished the Norrie School Building about a decade ago.  They 
have no plans to use the 2.2 acre property and are looking to donate it to the City of Ironwood.  
City staff believes that taking over this property is in the best interest of the City at this time for 
two different reasons.  First, we do not want the property to fall into disrepair should IAS put the 
property out for sale on the open market and sell to a property owner whom does not have the 
best of intentions for the property.  This could create unsightly blight on a key parcel right in the 
middle of the residential neighborhood.  Secondly, through the City’s surplus property process, the 
City will have oversight on how the property will be developed in the future.   With the housing 
shortage in the area, there is a high likelihood that this property would be ripe for development 
within the somewhat near term. Maintenance costs of mowing the grass are expected to be under 
$2,000 per year.  To be determined if our own DPW / summer help would mow it or if we would 
hire it out.  But it’s a two-hour mowing approximately 6 times per summer season.  The school 
building’s concrete foundation still exists just under the ground surface.  To be determined if that 
could be left in place and housing built around the perimeter, or if it would have to be excavated 
out.  City staff would like the Commissions direction on if we should proceed with entering into an 
agreement with IAS to take over control of this property.   
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MEMO 
  
To:  Mayor Corcoran and The City Commission 

 
From:  Tom Bergman, Community Development Director 

 
Date:   December 5, 2023   Meeting Date: December 11, 2023  

 

Re:  Superior Street Vacation Public Hearing and Introduction of Ordinance Number 546. 
 

 
John and Paula Aijala are requesting to vacate the Superior Street right of way between Francis Street and 

Cloverland Drive just east of Broadway Automotive as described in the attached map and application. Part 
of the right of way is wetland, but a portion of it would be used to expand the parking area of Broadway 

Automotive. 

 
This request is consistent with Strategy 6.11(c) of the Comprehensive Plan which discusses pursuing 

alternative strategies to encourage, fund and facility redevelopment projects.  Putting underutilized City 
property back into private ownership will accomplish this strategy.   

 
Recommendation 

 

Recommend City Commission acknowledge the Introduction of Ordinance 546 to vacate the Superior Street 
Right of Way as described in the application and attached Ordinance. 

 
 
                                                           

 













 
ORDINANCE NO.  546, BOOK 5 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE VACATION OF THE SUPERIOR STREET 
RIGHT OF WAY BETWEEN FRANCIS STREET AND CLOVERLAND DRIVE WEST OF 
BROADWAY STREET, CIY OF IRONWOOD, GOGEBIC COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
ACCORDING TO THE RECORDED PLAT THEREOF, EXCEPTING AND RESERVING IN 
SAID PORTION OF SAID STREET RIGHT OF WAY THEREIN FOR PUBLIC UTILITY 
PURPOSES WITHIN THE RIGH-OF-WAY OF SAID STREET SO VACATED. 
 
 WHEREAS, John and Paula Aijala, petitioned for the vacation of Superior Street 
between Francis Street and Cloverland Drive, City of Ironwood, Gogebic County, Michigan, 
according to the recorded plat thereof. 
 
 WHEREAS, The Planning Commission of the City of Ironwood has duly considered and 
investigated said Petition, and has reported and recommended to the City Commission that said 
described street and alley be vacated; and  
 
 WHEREAS, This City Commission after due consideration of said petition, has 
determined that the health, welfare, comfort and safety of the people of the City of Ironwood and 
their best interests will be served by vacating said public street; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF IRONWOOD ORDAINS: 
 
 Section 1.  The for the vacation of Superior Street between Francis Street and Cloverland 
Drive, City of Ironwood, Gogebic County, Michigan, according to the recorded plat thereof, 
hereby is vacated, and said street so vacated shall vest in the rightful proprietors owning lands 
adjacent thereto and bordering thereon as shown in the Plat of said Addition in accordance with 
MCLA 560.227a. 
 

Section 2.  The City Clerk of the City of Ironwood, Michigan is hereby directed within 
thirty (30) days after the adoption of said ordinance to record a certified copy of this Ordinance 
giving the name of the plat affected by this ordinance, with the Gogebic County (Michigan) 
Register of Deeds, and further shall send a copy of said Ordinance to the State Treasurer of the 
State of Michigan. 
 
 Section 4.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances or resolutions in conflict herewith are 
hereby repealed.  
 
 Section 5.  This ordinance shall be published pursuant to Section 6.1 of Chapter 6 of the 
City Charter and shall be effective upon recordation with said Register of Deeds pursuant to 
MCLA 560.256, as amended. 
 
 Adopted and approved by the City Commission of the City of Ironwood, Michigan this 
____ day of ______________ 2023. 
 
Effective: ____________, 2023            
 

      ___________________________  
                                  KIM S. CORCORAN, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________ 
JENNIFER L. JACOBSON, CITY CLERK 
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To: Mayor Corcoran and City Commission 

 
From: Paul Anderson, City Manager 

 
Date:  December 7, 2023 Meeting Date: December 11, 2023  

 
Re: Employee Holiday Gratuity 

 
 

Recommendation 
 
Each year the City Commission considers awarding a holiday gratuity to city employees. 
For the past two years, the amount has been $100 per employee. From 2013 through 
2021, the amount was $75.  
 
It is recommended that the gratuity be given in the amount of $100.00 per employee. The 
funding for this is in the current budget. 
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